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Maryland Department of Transportation SSJif1- Glenden,n9 
The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 

Secretary 

John 0. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

September 19, 1997 

Mr. N. Scott Davis | 
Ms. Hedwig C. Davis j 
39 Acorn Drive 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Dear Mr. and Ms. Davis: 

Thank you for forwarding a copy of your letter to Senator John C. Astle regarding a 
sound barrier along US 50 west of the Severn River.  Governor Glendening has also received 
his copy and has asked me to respond on his behalf. 

Your community was not previously eligible for a barrier because one could not have 
been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our former noise policy.  Since that policy- 
including the cost criterion-has been revised, the State Highway Administration (SHA) is 
evaluating a number of communities to determine whether they are now eligible for sound 
barriers.  The noise level measurements recently taken by SHA in your neighborhood were 
the initial phase of this determination. We anticipate their evaluation will be completed this 
Fall, and an SHA representative will contact you once the results are available. 

Again, thank you for forwarding a copy of your letter.  The Governor appreciates 
hearing from you, and on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to 
write.  If you need additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to 
contact Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached 
at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

^y*j^b4~£**r 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 ft 
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Mr. N. Scott Davis 
Ms. Hedwig C. Davis 
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bcc:    Mr. Paul Armstrong, District Engineer, SHA 
\ Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
\Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA (Log for follow up) 



i'l zrst 
9 ^--•f 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

") 

October 7, 1997 

Mr. and Mrs. N. Scott Davis 
39 Acorn Drive 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Davis: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise abatement along US 50. I share your 
concern over the impact of highway noise on the residents of the Lindamoor community in 
Anne Arundel County. 

Your community was not previously eligible for a barrier because one could not have 
been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy. That policy has been 
revised and the State Highway Administration (SHA) is evaluating a number of communities to 
determine whether they are now eligible for sound barriers. Yours is one of those 
communities. We anticipate this work will be completed this Fall, and an SHA representative 
will contact you once the results are available. 

Again, thank you for your interest. If you should have any other questions on this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement Team, who 
may be reached at (410) 545-8599. 

B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:      Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 

t 
My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. and Mrs. N. Scott Davis 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration H 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

•*v 



-jftflD /H ̂  

# 

6 
12 August 1997 

Dear Sirs, 
We are extremely pleased to hear that the Maryland State Highway Administration has 

completed its re-evaluation of our neighborhood to determine the need for noise barriers 
along Acorn Dr., Pafel Rd., Riverview Ave., and Kirkley Rd. We understand that our area 
meets or exceeds the 66 decibel level of noise, that most all of our homes predate the 
highway, and the cost of construction allowed is now $50,000 per impacted home.   This 
is all very good news to us as we have been in a struggle for a long time to qualify for 
sound barriers in our area. 

As residents of 39 Acorn Dr. my wife Hedi and I have lived through the dirt, noise, mud 
in,our creek, and overall disruption of our lives from the construction work, first on the 
Severn River Bridge and most recentlythe route-50 upgrade. Through it all we have tried 
to be good citizens and not to complain too much as we understand the need for more and 
better roads.    We really have gotten weary of all the construction in our neighborhood 
and would like to see everything back to some semblance of normality.    We understand 
that it can never be the same as it was but it sure can be better than it is now.   Please now 
confirm that sound barriers will be built in our area just as they have been done for the 
Winchester Rd. residents. 

Very truly yours, 

N.  Scott ana Hedwig C. Davis 
39 Acorn Drive 
Annapolis, Md. 21401 
Tel     410-266-8373 
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^^ NOISE INQUIRY ^CHECKT.T.CJT L 

"        DATE  (ol-Lefll j FILE?^)/N 

CUSTOMER ID. #  ^ 3 /     ^RECEIVED BY 3,^^,  

NAME p^u^ H^/H/H !_________  

ADDRESS VLetl-Cj/ Ce^A  

 • Y-^iM^^auj*,— wit?     ~7IC*A 
(include  zip code) 

DAY  TELEPHONE Lj ( 0      g?^    8~78a (WORK  /  HOME) 

OTHER  TELEPHONE  

***   INQUIRY   INFORMATION  SUMMARY   *** 

HIGHWAY NAME   /   ROUTE  NO. WCQ  i (-jQ       

COMMUNITY  /  AREA NAME       T [CJ^JAJJ ? 

LOCATION ALONG  HIGHWAY     fe^   ^      m>lU6     gTa/   C^ AM   P>J 

SUMMARY  OF   INQUIRY    6^J.     ^^^. U^JS^     ^\J^ 

***   FOLLOW-UP   *** 

DATE l^jT^jr?  BY    Jt^v  jj, 

^    ^At^t/^f-fy hl^    73^:c^,/|(nrf      ^    W/P. 

*** REFERENCE FILES *** 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

July 30, 1997 
\ 

Pauls N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mr. Joseph DiNunno 
44 Carriage Lane ;| 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Dear Mr. DiNunno: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding highway traffic noise along US 50 west of 
the Severn River in Anne Arundel County.  I want to update you on the progress of our 
work on this issue as it relates to your area. 

When the expansion of US 50 was done, the communities along the highway from 
Ridgely Avenue to the Severn River did not meet our criteria for a sound barrier.  Last year 
a new noise policy was adopted.  We are in the process of re-evaluating a number of areas 
to determine if the change in our policy would alter the decision on eligibility for a barrier. 
A re-evaluation has been initiated for the communities north and south of US 50 in your 
area. 

We anticipate that all the analyses and reviews will be completed before October, at 
which time we will contact you with our findings.  A copy of our new noise policy is 
enclosed for your information. '   j        ' 

I 
Again, thank you for your letter.  If you have any questions in the interim, please do 

not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, 
who may be reached at 410-545-8640. '" 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design, SHA 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired!Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 •Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street •„ Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. Joseph DiNunno 
July 30, 1997 
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bcc:   CHOames~D~Hade^Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 

• 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

to 
July 11, 1997 

Mr. David W. Doar 
Ms. Marjorie S. Klein 
8225 Stone Trail Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Mi*. Doar and Ms. Klein: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding highway traffic noise along 1-495 in the 
Carderock Springs community in Montgomery County.  I certainly appreciate your concern 
and want to give you an update on the progress of our work on this issue as it relates to 
Carderock Springs. 

A number of communities have been identified in Montgomery County which are 
affected by traffic noise.  We are looking at all communities in the 1-270 spurs and 1-495 
"noise triangle" to evaluate those areas, in light of our new noise policy, that pre-date the 
original highways and those which do not pre-date the highways.  These analyses will be 
completed by the end of Summer. ii 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design at 410-545-8640. 

'arker F! 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design* SHA 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



0 Mr. David W. Doar 
Ms. Marjorie S. Klein 
Page Two 

bcc: ' Mr. James D. Hade] Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
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NOISE INQUIRY CHECKLIST 

DATE     S^/'H FILE?   Y/N A|> IVtatt** IWJ 

CUSTOMER   ID.   #        \W/^  RECEIVED  BY    £rAJ, El^an 

NAME     Mf.   Don  QoUet/  

ADDRESS     i llZ'b    S^^m^r   Ofrk.   Or-  

Q(2>rm^-nfov^x\     \A Q      '21o8>'74-  
(include  zip  code) 

DAY  TELEPHONE        g^Spll fiQl -4-51?)    (WORK   /   HOME) 

OTHER TELEPHONE 

*** INQUIRY INFORMATION SUMMARY *** 

HIGHWAY  NAME   /   ROUTE  NO.    X'ZIO  

COMMUNITY / AREA NAME  

LOCATION ALONG HIGHWAY 

SUMMARY  OF   INQUIRY Cl\uj,*k b^ryc? buJ*   lodfrtA-zn coMmtWi+y 4- J^ZlQ AJtM 

fOj^gJ'^ so-mgcc^ kaJ clPiA^ flpi-Sg SruJu   fPons<oly 1*210 Co^ndoo*-../  

*** FOLLOW-UP *** 

DATE . BY 

*** REFERENCE FILES *** 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

A 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
138 DEFENSE HIGHWAY 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 

November 21, 1997 

Mr. John A. Dudley, Sr. 
1712 Winchester Road 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

Dear Mr. Dudley: 

* 

Thank you for your September 3rd letter regarding the noise wall along U.S. 50, east of 
the Severn River Bridge. I apologize for the delay in getting back to you but I needed additional 
information concerning this issue before I could respond to your letter. 

The earliest assessment of noise barrier eligibility was focused on the home located 
directly adjacent to the bridge (the Carroll residence, 1738 Winchester Road). This home was the 
only dwelling in the immediate area that is in close proximity to the highway and that was forecast 
to be impacted in the design year (the other homes in the area; 1698, 1712, 1718, 1720, and 1740 
are not forecast to have noise levels above the impact threshold). The Carroll home is also over 
1000 feet west of the last home in the group of homes on Winchester Road farther to the east. 
Because the Carroll residence is isolated from the bulk of the homes along Winchester Road, it 
would require and additional 675 linear feet of noise barrier just to reach the bridge. Depending 
upon the height of the barrier, this translated into an additional cost of $134,000 to $178,600. At 
that time, the cost-per-residence limit was $40,000, and this additional cost would have pushed 
the per-residence cost for the entire north-side barrier system over $40,000. 

The deciding issue is a structural one. Unless the barrier were extended onto the bridge 
structure, the actual noise reduction would be limited to about 3 dBA. The reason is that the 
orientation of the Carroll home is such that even if a barrier was built, the angular coverage of the 
highway would be small. The attached diagram (Exhibit 1) illustrates the point. Noise barriers 
are effective by virtue of both their height and their length. A tall barrier can be very effective in 
reducing noise, however if a receptor is located past the end of the barrier, a large section of 
highway will be unshielded and the overall affect of the barrier is severely limited. Such is the 
case for the Carroll home; in fact the most critical highway section (that which is closest to the 
house) would not be shielded at all by a barrier extension to the bridge. The only remedy to this 
situation is to continue the barrier onto the bridge (which was deemed not feasible from a 

My telephone number is 1 -800-331 -5603 / 410-841 -5450 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
?»!.._« I    A -I-'  • 
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Mr. John A. Dudley, Sr. 
Page Two 
November 21, 1997 

structural standpoint). From a cost standpoint, the additional barrier length on the bridge still 
pushed the overall cost of the barrier system above $40,000. Regarding the other homes in the 
area, the potential noise reduction would also be limited, in this case, because the homes are 
located 300-500 feet or more away from the highway. In such instances, barrier effectiveness 
diminishes substantially as distance behind the barrier increases, making the benefits perceived by 
the residents marginal. 

I'm sorry we could not be of more assistance to you however, if you have any further 
questions, please feel free to call me at 410-841-5450. ;; 

Sincerely, 

f7-» •;. g« Lj<^af-^ 

Paul D. Armstrong 
District Engineer 

PDA:sj 

Attachment 

cc:       G. Whiteley 
M. W. Carroll 
Frank Dodson 
Joseph Wilkes 
A. P. Evans 

bcc: <Char lesZBT- Adams 
James D. Hade 
Ken Polcak 
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%    :) Maryland Department of Transportation 
•:'^7\>^   The Secretary's Office 
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)f' September 23, 1997 
f) 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretaiy 

Mr. Richard A. Dutton 
3428 Memphis Lane 
Bowie MD 20715 

Dear Mr. Dutton: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Gjfendening regarding sound harriers. 
The Governor asked me to respond on his behalf. 

Governor Glendening shares your concern, for 
children and the homeless,  Under the Governor's lea 
improve the quality of life for all of its citizens. The: 
for sound barriers are largely derived from gasoline 
programs such as you suggested. 

ieeting the needs of senior citizens, 
krship, Maryland is striving to 
state and Federal funds which are used 
tes, which cannot be used for 

Highway noise has been recognized as having ^i adverse impact upon the quality of 
life in communities for several decades.  Federal statutes and regulations for determining 
impact thresholds have been established, and states mUit conform to those standards on 
highway projects which are built with Federal funds. I there are two instances when sound 
barriers are considered in Maryland. The first is wh^i expansion of an existing highway is 
planned. The second instance occurs when a commu^iyy was built before the construction of 
the original highway, at a time before noise was recognized as having an adverse impact. 
Communities built after the highway are not eligible fot sound barriers.  Our sound barrier 
policy emphasizes that local government is responsible jfor addressing highway noise when it 
reviews proposals for new noise-sensitive de relopmen^, 

. If 
You suggested the use of plantings to reduce s mnd and to conserve State funds for 

other projects. Unfortunately, trees do very little to re iuce noise levels unless the depth of 
the vegetation is extensive. For example, an expanseji if evergreen vegetation with dense 
undergrowth would have to be 100 feet deep to reduce noise levels by five decibels. One or 
more rows of trees planted along a highway offer mor i of a psychological benefit'than a 
substantial reduction in noise. Sound barriers, on then ither hand, can readily reduce levels 
by ten decibels, a reduction which effectively cuts the oudness in half. A five decibel 
reduction is considered to be a minimum level of prot^jption, and most people would not 
perceive a significant change at that level. ' i. *' 

My telephone r umber is 410665-1000 
TTY For the I )9flf: (410) 861-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baliimore/Weshintfsn Irttematletial Airport, Maryland 212400755 



tt|: 
Mr. Richard A. Dutton 
Page Two lt> 

Your letter indicated that sound barriers are not needed because the majority of people 
do not use their backyards. While this may be true in many cases, we receive complaints on 
a daily basis that people are unable to use their yards and decks even though they want to do 
so. Many residents complain they cannot sleep and that their quality of life is reduced. 
Sound barriers have an immediate and positive impact on the quality of life in a community. 

The planting of flowers and shrubs along our jhighways supports our goal bf providing 
safe and attractive highway facilities. On divided highways, shrubs reduce the glare of 
headlights from opposing traffic. Wildflowers provide a visual break for drivers and help to 
reduce the monotony that can result from driving at high speeds for long periods.; 
Monotony, itself, can be a safety issue, in that it can lower the driver's alertness. : 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the inteidst whichtprompted you to write. If ybu need 
additional information regarding noise abatement matters, please do not hesitate to;; 
contact Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached 
at 410-545-8640. 

cc: 

David L, Winstead •     '    "» 
Secretary' 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway^ 
Administration • 1 I 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration      $ 

a 



1 
Mr. Richard A. Dutton 
Page Three 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Aircfiitecture Division, SHA 
•\  Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader,' ^HA 
\ Mr. Ken Oldham, Chief, Landscape Opemtions Division 
J Noise Abatement Team, SHA 

Drafted September 9, 1997 } 

D:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFrS\DUTT0827.DLWi     09/lil/97 3:53 PM 
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Mr. Bicfcarf A. Dutton 
3428 Memphis Lane 
Bowie MD 20715 

Dear Mr. Duaon: IE 
m 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening regarding sound baflers. 
The Governor asked me to respond on his behidf-        | ', 

•'.,.. | • ii 

Govema Glendening shares your concern for meeting the needs of senior.dt^ens, 
children and fe hoxnetess. Under fte Governor's leadership, Maryland u strwng toi 
S^eSeqoiUtyoflife for all of its citizens. The Slate and Federal fonds vtach m used 
fofsound barriers are largely derived from gasoline ta^, v^ich cannot be used for;, 
programs such as you su£ 

Highway noise has been recognized as having ah adverse impact i^on the qi^iJy of 
Ufein immunities for several decades. Fedewl m^ andi regulations f^d^mmmg 
impact thresholds have boa established, and stales puk conform to ^stemtodsion 
EySts which aiebmlt with Federal funds. THere w two instonoB whei^sound 
^^^ionddered in Maryland. Ite first iswhe* expandon^ «^ing **&" 
Maimed   The second instance occurs when a community was built before the construction of 
Seoriginal highway, at a time before noise was recoghized as having anadverse rnipact 
OmSaMt after tbe highway are not eligible for sound baniers. Our sound^amer 
Seizes that local g!Unment is uii^fK*to^WW.•p*"* 
reviews proposals for new noise-sensitive developments. •,> 

You suggested the use of plantings to reduce iound and to conserve State forUsfor 
other projects!5 Unfortunately, trees do very little to reduce noise leveU mifcu ** gi of 
thevegetetion is extensive. For example, an eKpanse|of everp«n vjg&tiim wA denas 
ZteS^ would have to be 100 feet deep to reduci noise leveb by five ^^Oneor 
•o« MWS of trees olantod along a highway offer more of a psychological benefit ttem a 
SS^ffiTSTLodb^ ion pother hand, ~^»**»* 
bv ten dedbds, a reduction which effecdveiylcuts the loudness in half.  Afive deckel 
Sdoction is considered to be a minimum level of protection, and most people would not 
perceive a significant change at that level. , 11 

Mylalap!Kinoma)berl»4t(MSS'1000 ' 
TTY Fonts Da«t WKft 865-1342 

«^onR»e«CT5S,BfiBinioi«/v*feaH^ ;{! 
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Your Ictt^ indicated that sound barrios are not Jeeded because the majowy pf people 
do not use their backyards. White thb may be true in njany cases, we^lecme complajnte on 
rSySlt^e^e unable to use fte«^^ yards ank ^*a^*V^ 
L^L^residea^inplain they oanot sleep and thatj;flieir qitfU* of Me is x^f; 
Sound biriers have an immediate and positive impact oh the quality of life in a community. 

Ihe planting of flowers and shrubs along our highways supports our go* of yzmdmg 
safe and attractive highway facilities. On divided ^^^^Ff^^^^L,^ 
S^^moppSig-Lffic.. Wildflowers provide i visual b^or-dnvasand:^^ 
seduce the monotony that can lesultftom driving at high-speeds for long penods.    .;; 
Monotony, itself, can be a safety issue, in that it can lower the driver's alertness.    i;| 

Again thank you for your letter. The Qovemca! appreciates hearing from yoffi. and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to wite. Ifyouipeed 
additional information regarding noise abatement notteis, please do not hesitate tt>   ^ 
contact Mr. Charies Adams, SBA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be|eached 
at 410-545-8640. 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary ; 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Eodronmaital Design, State BQghway 
Admijustration 

Mr. Parker P. Williams, AdMiinistiaioi, State Highway Admmxstration 

ii\ 
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Maryland Department of Transportation; 
St a te High way A dm in is tra tion 

$ 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Septembers, 1997 

Ms. Ruth Eckhardt 
2809 Rona Road 
Baltimore, MD 21207 

Dear Ms. Eckhardt: j 
i 

I am writing to you as a follow-up to our recent meeting held at your home regarding the pending 
highway noise studies for your neighborhood. I have enclosed ia summary of our discussions and my 
understanding of the issues and your concerns. Also, I've outlined our proposed measurement strategy 
along with a plan showing the proposed testing sites as we discussed. 

Please review the information and let me know if you have any clarifications or additions. It was 
a pleasure to meet with you, and I look forward to our continuing cooperation in completing our studies. 
Please feel free to contact me, if you have any questions in the rneantime. 

i 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth D. Polcak 

Environmental Specialist 
Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 

Enclosure 

ccr .y       Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Vj Mr. JameS D. Hade 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street! • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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MEMORANDUM OF MEETING 

Meeting Date:     September 3, 1997 

Location: 2809 Rona Road 
Home of Ms. Ruth Eckhardt 

Participants:        KenPolcak - 

September 5,1997 

Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 
Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) 
Office of Environmental Design 
707 North Calvert St. C-SOSl 
Balto., MD  21202 

Ms. Ruth Eckhardt- 
2809 Rona Road. 
Woodlawn,MD  21207 

A meeting was held to discuss the issue of highway traffic noise in the Rona Road area of 
Woodlawn, along the inner loop of the Baltimore Beltway (1-6951) between Dogwood Rd. and Windsor 
Mill Rd. In addition, a discussion was held regarding plans for aldditional noise testing in the area. SHA 
and consultant staff will be used in the noise testing program. 

The last noise testing performed in the neighborhood octurred in 1988. There are several reasons 
for obtaining updated the noise levels; 1) SHA must determine tile extent of noise impact in the subject 
community (determine which homes and how many are adversely affected by noise), 2) SHA must then 
determine the dimensional requirements for a possible noise barrier (length and height) to provide 
substantial noise reduction at the identified impacted homes, and 3) the size of the potential barrier would 
relate to potential cost. These factors of impact, potential effectiveness, and cost all must be weighed 
against the new revised noise policy. A review of available mapping of the area shows that the distance 
along the Beltway between Dogwood Rd. and Windsor Mill Rd 
miles. 

is approximately 4050 feet, or about 0.76 

Additional noise testing and barrier analysis will also include the homes on Lenbum Rd. and 
Richardson Rd. just to the south of the Rona Rd. area. j 

Discussion also touched on effects of vegetation (leaves on the trees, etc.). It was indicated that 
SHA would explore the effects of vegetation by conducting measurements as a follow-up (at limited 
number of sites) to assess the effect of the wooded land area between the community and the highway 
right-of-way. * 

Specific locations to be included in the study to update jnoise levels are shown on Exhibit 1. The 
draft measurement plan was then discussed and specific details were agreed to. Monitoring will be 
initiated, weather permitting, during the later part of the week of Sept. 8th. 24-hour monitoring and short- 
term testing will be conducted. The following presents the proposed steps and sequence of events for noise 
measurements in the Rona Road, Arlene Circle, and Greenlawn Road area. 

•     conduct one or more series of measurements simultaneously in the backyard and front yard of 2809 
Rona Rd. (Eckhardt residence) to determine the "loudest" pjosition for use as one of the 24-hour 
measurement locations. • 

conduct 24-hour noise measurements at 2809 Rona Rd andlat 2800 Arlene Circle. 
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MEETING MEMORANDUM 
Meeting Date : September 3, 1997 

September 5,1997 

• additional short-term measurements will be made at the end of Greenlawn Rd. and other locations (as 
shown on Exhibit 1) during a time period of the day when noise levels are determined to be at their 
highest (based on the 24-hour measurement) and with the concurrence of Ms. Eckhardt. This will be 
done to determine the extent of noise impact for the rest of the homes in the community. 

i 
• testing will also be conducted at homes on Lenbum and Richardson Rds. 

•     a complete report will be provided to Ms. Eckhardt outlining the procedures, rationale, and results of 
the studies and analysis work described in this memo. Previous measurement data will also be 
included for comparison purposes. 

§. 

•     following the measurement studies, a preliminary assessment of noise barrier effectiveness and cost 
will be conducted. A separate report documenting the barrier assessment will be issued. 

j. 
Finally, the schedule for commencement of testing (set for later half of the week of September 8, 

1997, is weather pending. Should prevailing conditions related to wind or precipitation be outside the 
parameters of accepted practice, testing will be postponed. 

Coordination and dialogue will be maintained between SHA and Ms. Eckhardt throughout the 
duration of this project. • 

prepared by:        Ken Polcak 
Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 
Office of Environmental Design 
(410) 545-8601 
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o Mary/and Department of Tmnsportaton SL" G,endenlng 

The Secretary's Office Oavid L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

\ 

December 22, 1997 
^ 

Mr. Eric A. Eisen 
President 
Wildwood Hills Citizens Association 
10028 Woodhill Road 
BethesdaMD 20817 

i 
Dear Mr. Eisen: 

Thank you for your recent letters requesting that a sound barrier for the Wildwood 
Hills community be funded in the new budget. I also thank you for sending me a copy of 
your statement to the Montgomery County Delegation on the status of sound barrier 
implementation. \ 

Funding decisions for highway improvements, including sound barriers, are made 
annually and are presented in the Department's Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP). 
This document includes planned improvements over a six-year period and is finalized each 
January.  The CTP for 1998-2003 is in the final stage of preparation, and we have noted 
your request for the construction of a sound barrier for Wildwood Hills. The needs of this 
community, together with our overall transportation needs and the availability of funds, will 
be considered as funding decisions for the final CTP are made. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, the State Highway 
Administration's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 
or, toll-free in Maryland, at 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

u ^^ K  , ,«.*       865-1000 My telephone number is (410)-  
Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Poet Office Box 8755, BaWmore/Wathlngton International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



Mr. Eric A. Eisen 
Page Two 

f 
bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
|Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 
I State Highway Administration 

vMr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 
Highway Administration I 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- December 12   1997 
SERIAL:       #9841 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\EISE1206.DLW       12/12/97 4:45 pm 
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Plaaae Proparo B&spoaaa 2oc fiaocatea'a 

Wildwood Hills CitizENS/SsociATioisi \jUj-f 
10028 WOODHIIL ROAD \~  h 

BETHESQA, MARYUND 20S17 ;!        %) 

TV           December^ 1997 REQEIVED 
Mr. David L WInstead 
Socrstoryi Marybnd Ooporhnant of Trorwportation   , -^             _ 
P.O. Box 8755* Bre    * t"7' 
BWI Airport,  MO  21240-0755 

SECRCTARV DEPARTMENT 
Dear Secretary Wnstead:                    .    > OF TRANSPORWION; 

The Wildwood Hills community is located off afthe western leg of 1-270 iust 
south of the intersection of that road and Democracy Boulevard in Montgomery County. 
It is one of the oldest communities in the area, predating all of Hs mapr londmarke, 
including 1-270, Democracy Boulevard, Montgomery Mall and the Bethesda'Office 
Park. I enclose for your information a copy of a presentation I made to the Montgomery 
County delegation in October that offers some detail about my community and matter 
on which I write to you today, namely sound barriers. 

We have been waiting for sound barriers far over a decode; a period during 
which the.sound that troubled us intensified tremendously due to increased traffic and 
road expansion projects. We demonstrated that we qualified for Type 1* treatment, and 
there is no question that we qualify as a 'Type 11* communlly. This was confirmed in a 
meeting with SHA officials and our delegates in the Potomac Community Center last 
week. I listened patiently during the discussion there to the representatives of several 
communities who were pressing for a relaxation of criteria under which they barely did 
not qualify. When it come my turn to speak,;! con fairly say that these folks appeared 
dismayed to leam that Wifdwood Hills did qualify, but as of yet did not have a barrier 
construction schedule. 

We have been told for some time that the problem now is budgetary; we ore not 
in the budget and have to wait pur turn. With a new budget now being formulated, I 
respectfully suggest that our turn has come, and 1 request that you place the Wildwood 
Hills project in that budget proposal. Charlie Adams, to whom I am copying this letter, is 
quite familiar with ours'riuation, but I would olso be pleased to answer any questions you 
may have on this very important matter. 

cc       ' Chariia Adams 
Hen. Jaan Roacsar 
Hon. Jean Gyor 
Hon. Richard LaVay 
Hon. Mark Schriver" 



Mr. Eric A. Eisen 
Page Two V* 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 
State Highway Administration 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 
Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- December 12, 1997 
SERIAL:       #9841 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\EISE1206.DLW      12/12/97 4:45 PM 
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Wildwood Hills CHIZENS ASSOCIATION 

STATEMENT TO -rhs MONTCJOMERY COUNTY DEIEHATION 

ON STATUS of SOUNCI BARRIER IMPLEMENTATION 

^ 

OcrobeR, 1997 

Wildwood Hills is one of the older suburban communities of Montgomery County, 
having been started when Harry Truman was our president it's located right near 
Montgomery Mall, bordered by 1-270, the Bfthesda Country Club and a townhouse 
community south of Democracy across from the mail. Ail of these features of its borders 
didn't exist when it waa built. In its early years it was surrounded by woods end farmland 
and was accessed by a narrow country road. Many of its residents are living witnesses 
to the complete transformation of the area, and point out to newer arrivals such; features 
as the remnants of a stream which once emptied into a pond that now is coveretd by an 
HOV lane, or the swell of a hill once dotted with cows that is now dotted with the parked 
cars of patrons of Montgomery Mall. f 

Last year when you met we heard a succession of the County's citizenry urge you 
npt to fund projects that would change the quality of life in their back yards. When our 
turn to speak came we reminded you that the Wildwood Hills subdivision is at the other 
end of this time-spectrum. Change has already come to us. And keeps coming as roads 
that are "givens" in the debate on our futuri development are widened again and again. 
We have over more than 40 years endured the grossest transformation of our | 
surroundings from farmland and woodland to macadam and concrete. 

• i' i 
We told you last year about our decade-long effort to encourage the builder of 

these roads, the State Highway Administration, to take action to mitigate the worst 
impacts of this great transportation corridor by putting up sound barriers where we 
border 1-270. We said we qualified under every criteria but had just not "squeaked" 
enough in the wheels of government. We asked you to honor the implied covenant 
between neighborhoods and the larger community by which the community's need for 
growth in commerce and transportation Is rbstered in exchange tor actions of the 
community to protect the affected neighborhood's need for Integrity and peace and 
quiet We proposed that you could do this By remembering our need when it came tjme 
to fund SHA, by designating funds for sound barriers in our area, and by advising SHA's 
staff of your interest in and concern for our community's need. 

I'm here to thank you for your support over the past year, to tell you of the status 
of our journey and to fill you in on what remains to be done. 

•        At an October 1S sound barrier briefing SHA reported that Wildwood Hills meets 
all the "Priority 1 Community" criteria for sound barrier construction. It's official. At 
this time Wildwood Hills is the only community in the so-called "Triangle," being 
the communities bordering the triangle formed by the two spurs of I-270 and the 
Beltway, that meets all the priority-1 criteria and doesn't already have a sound 

^ 
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: barrier. And we've been waiting for many noisy years to get that barrier. Under 
the way $HA accounts for these projects/it estimates that the complete project 
cost will be $1 million; which we thinklis muqh too high. Butvre know better than 
to get into that can of worms and we don't need to since the costs are in line with 
the cost-ceiling eligibility criteria. (We remain thankful that SHA doesn't procure 
toilet seats or hammers for the military.) '„. 

•       The next steps in this process are to design the barrier and then to construct it. 
This two-step process requires funding, with the state covering 80% of the 
lundtng and the county offering up a 20% "match/ In the spring of this year SHA 
should be looking to budget the desion process. We ask that you look for the 
design funding in SHA's budget and make sure ifs there in the budget you vote 
on. And that you remember that SHA must work with the county, which we believe 
is willing and able, and that you look to SHA to do this. We will try to keep you 
abreast of this process, but ifs a process that you are intimately involved with, so 
we ask also that you have your staff f- keep tabs on it and talk with us as'things 
progress. | - 

God willing and the creek don't rise (how can it; ifs burled under concrete!) we 
believe we can have the barrier that will help restore peace to our beleaguered 
neighborhood in place in 1999. Then we can look forward to ushering in the mlilenium in 
our comer of Montgomery County with fanfare, but also with peace and quiet ;:| 

I 

Erie Arisen 
President- I 
Wildwood Hills Citizens As 
(301)469-0612 ;| 
ei8enlaw@erols.oom   : 

sedation 
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Parris N. Glendening 
Maryland Department of Transportation Governor 

State Highway Administration   ,     •' ^i       StyWinstead 

:; n i Parker F. Williams 
August 22, 1997 Administrator 

Mr. Richard Ely 
Chairman, Noise Abatement Committee 
Columbia Hills/Meadowbrook Farms 

Community Association 
9221 Winding Way 
Ellicott City MD 21043 

Dear Mr. Ely: 

This letter is a follow up to previous correspondence about a sound barrier for the 
Columbia Hills community.   The residents of Columbia Hills have been asking for relief 
from traffic noise on US 29 which, since Columbia Hills was developed, has been expanded 
from a two-lane road to an eight-lane divided highway in this vicinity.  I am pleased to 
inform you that Columbia Hills has been determined to be eligible for a sound barrier based 
upon the impacts resulting from the multiple expansions of US 29. 

Preliminary design of the barrier is scheduled to begin this Fall.  Once a detailed 
design schedule has been established, Mr. Charlie Adams, our Director of Environmental 
Design, will contact you to discuss the details of the design process.  The actual construction 
is being reviewed for funding in the 1998-2003 Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP) 
and will be contingent on Howard County's agreement to provide the 20 percent local 
funding match for the project.  We will contact you in the Spring of 1998, once the 1998- 
2003 CTP is complete and a decision on funding has been .made. 

The residents of Columbia Hills have been extremely patient, and we appreciate your 
willingness to work with us throughout this process.  If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact Mr. Adams at (410) 545-8640. 

>arker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:      The Honorable Christopher J. McCabe, Member, Senate of Maryland 
The Honorable Patricia Anne Faulkner, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Robert H. Kittleman, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Malryland Department of 

fc Transportation 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. Richard Ely 0) 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration :i 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

(;Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, ELandscape Architecture Division, 
State Highway Administration 

Mr. Robert Fisher, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
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Maryland Department of Transportation £££•Glendenin9 
The Secretary's Office David L W|.nstead 

^v Q Secretary 

'h  • Thomas L. Osborne 
/ Deputy Secretary 

February 18, 1997 

# 

Mr. Richard D. Ely 
Chairman 
Noise Abatement Committee 
Columbia Hills/Meadowbrook Farms Community 

Association 
9221 Winding Way 
Ellicott City MD 21043 

Dear Mr. Ely: 

Thank you for your recent letters to State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams 

Tc • e SS?    g   trevieW 0f ^ noise sitliation at Columbia Hills/Meadowbrook Farms. 
As Mr Williams indicated in his letter to you dated December 26, 1996, we are looking into 
Ae factors which are relevant to your community. We should have our preliminary analysis 
ready m March and will contact you with our findings. 

*n >u    Agafn'- ^ y0U f0r y0Ur Ietters-  We aPPreciate your patience and also look forward 
to the conclusion of our review.  In the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact Mr. Charles Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highwav 
Administration, at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration J 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (410)- 865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport. Maryland 21240-0755 
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Mr. Richard D. Ely 
p.     Page Two t|0 

bcc: r Mr. James Hade; Noise Abatement Team Leader- State Highway Administration 

# 

# 



David L. Winstead 

Mary/and Department of Transportation Secretary 

State Highway Administration r Adle.r^,ll,am8 

July 31, 1997 

Mr. Fred Endy 
5073 Ten Oaks Lane 
Clarksville MD 21029 

Dear Mr. Endy: 

Thank you for your recent phone call inquiring about the results of the 
noise measurements taken in the spring of 1997. I apologize for not sending you 
the results of the 24-hour noise measurement taken on April 28-29, 1997 
adjacent to MD 32.   The noise analysis consisted of a 24 - hour test. A copy of 
the result is attached for your use. 

On the graph, the Leq line (also called the equivalent sound level), 
represents the average noise level for each hour of the test period. Noise levels 
in your field measured from 49 - 62 dBA during the 24 - hour noise 
measurement. The average Leq for this test (as shown on the measurement 
chart), was below the impact threshold of 66 dBA. 

To consider an area for noise abatement, the noise levels must reach the 
impact threshold. In view of the measurement results, your home is not eligible 
for noise barrier consideration under the type II program. 

Our Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering is currently studying 
proposed improvements to MD 32 from MD 108 to I-70. A detailed noise study 
will be conducted as part of those studies. Your community would be considered 
during the studies under our type I noise abatement program.   Under the Type I 
program, noise barriers, if warranted, are built in conjunction with new roadway 
construction or expansion of existing highways. When deciding where to build a 
barrier, we evaluate whether future noise levels will equal or exceed an impact 
threshold and, if so, whether they can be reduced for a reasonable cost. The 
homes must predate the Federal Highway Administrations approval of the 
location/design of the highway improvements to be considered for this program. 
Currently, the accepted threshold level that must be met or exceeded is 66 
decibels (dBA). 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Mr. Fred Endy 
Page 2 

l\p 
Thank you for your interest in our noise abatement program. If you have any 
questions please do not hesitate to call me at (410) 545-8598. 

Sincerely, i     x 

/ James D. Hade 
Team Leader 
Noise Abatement Team 

Enclosure 

cc:      Noise Abatement Team 
Mr. Robert Fisher, District 7 



24-hour measurement template 

24-HOUR NOISE MEASUREMENT STUDY 

Route: MD 32 
Location: 5073 Ten Oaks Rd. 

1 Test date: 4/28/97 
4/29/97 

•Start 

•End 
0 

Sub-interval legth (min.) - 
Number of sub-intervals/hour - 

15 
4 

Interval 
Sub-interval Leq 

1               2 3               4                  Hourly Leq 
11:57 AM 
12:57 PM 

1:57 PM 
2:57 PM 
3:57 PM 
4:57 PM 
5:57 PM 
6:57 PM 
7:57 PM 
8:57 PM 
9:57 PM 

10:57 PM 
11:57 PM 
12:57 AM 

1:57 AM 
2:57 AM 
3:57 AM 
4:57 AM 
5:57 AM 
6:57 AM 
7:57 AM 
8:57 AM 
9:57 AM 

10:57 AM 

57.5 
59.8 
60.5 
57.3 
57.8 
56.8 
56.6 
54.9 
55.2 
54.3 
54.9 
56.0 
49.0 
50.7 
47.1 
50.6 
51.7 
55.7 
61.2 
62.8 
60.0 
59.8 
56.8 
57.1 

56.9 
59.9 
60.0 
57.8 
57.5 
56.8 
57.7 
56.0 
55.6 
54.1 
54.2 
51.9 
52.2 
48.7 
48.8 
53.0 
52.1 
57.5 
61.8 
63.4 
60.0 
57.4 
57.1 
55.7 

58.2 
63.1 
57.4 
57.4 
58.0 
56.5 
56.2 
55.5 
55.8 
53.7 
52.8 
52.6 
52.4 
52.0 
46.3 
49.9 
53.1 
58.1 
62.1 
62.1 
60.0 
57.9 
58.2 
57.3 

59.2 
62.3 
57.2 
56.9 
57.3 
58.0 
55.4 
55.6;, 
54.8t 
54.31 
51.6' 
53.3 
49.9 
48.6 
52.1 
51.6 
53.6 
60.1 
61.7 
60.7 
59.6 
58.1 
58.1 
56.4, 

58.0 
61.5 
59.0 
57.4 
57.7 
57.1 
56.6 
55.5 
55.4 
54.1 
53.6 
53.8 
51.1 
50.2 
49.2 
51.4 
52.7 
58.1 
61.7 
62.4 
59.9 
58.4 
57.6 
56.7 

ui 
(0 
o z< 

UJ UI 
o > 
2 

40.0 -1 

l! 
24-HOUR NOISE MEASUREMENT 

11:57 1:57 
AM  PM 

3:57  5:57  7:57  9:57 11:57 1:57  3:57  5:57  7:57  9:57 
PM  PM  PM  PM  PM  AM  AM  AM  AM  AM 

HOUR OF DAY 

Page 1 
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Parris N. Glendenlng 
Maryland Department of Transportation Governor 
The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 

Secretary 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

December 22, 1997 
^ 

Mr. Don Epelbaum 
Ms. Karen Epelbaum 
7205 Armat Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Mr. and Ms. Epelbaum: I 

Thank you for your recent letters to Governor Glendening and me regarding sound 
barriers on 1-495, east of the 1-270 Spur. The Governor asked me to respond on his behalf. 

As you note, the Longwood community is eligible for a sound barrier under the State 
Highway Administration's (SHA) revised Noise Policy. Funding decisions for highway 
improvements, including sound barriers, are made annually and are presented in the 
Department's Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP). This document includes planned 
improvements over a six-year period and is finalized each January. The CTP for 1998-2003 
is in the final stage of preparation, and we have noted your request for the construction of a 

^»        sound barrier for Longwood. The needs of this community, together with our overall 
transportation needs and the availability of funds, will'be considered as funding decisions for 
the final CTP are made. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do. not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or, 
toll-free in Maryland, at 1-800-446-5962. 

i 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary   " 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number Is (4101- o6->-1000 

Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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Mr. Don and Ms. Karen Epelbaum |1 ^ 
^   Page Two * 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 

^Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 
SHA 

/Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- December 15, 1997 
SERIAL:       #7674 DLW/PNG--Replaces #9832 DLW 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\EPEL1202.DLW       12/15/97 11: AM 
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RECEIVED 

DEC 6   *•       , 

SOVERNOR'S OFFICE 

.   December^ 1997 

ThfiHonoraMeParrisN.Glfiodfiniag • ^ 
Covenior 
State House 
LOO State Circle 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

Dear Governor dendening: 

Wheo I boughi my house on Anna* Drive in 1982, the noise finm the bettway was sli^tand 
tolerable. Since then the traffic has inoeased and die noise lewd has risen. 

I lUideialandfiw State has datannh^datMy area quaMce for noise bairiars. I ask you to 
support the funding for and eonstraedon of these banias. 

Please let me again enjoy the tranquil community I moved into in. 1982. thank you. 

I •        I 
Sincerely, 

i 
Don& 
7205Annat 
Bethesda.MD 20817 

cc: Marilyn W-Andrulis^Ph-D. 
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December!, 1997 

The Honorable David LWinstead 
SecraaiyofTranspoitatiofl 
Maryland Depairmmt of Transportatioa 
707 North Calvert Street 
Bahimor©, MaxytaM 21202 

D«r Secretary Winstea± 

OtC   8 1997 A 

SECRETARY DIPAKf MBMT.     * 
OJE XR«4SP6RTATI0N 

Whealbooghtniyhouseoa AnnatDriveia 1982, tte noise ^theb^ayv^sl^t and 

supportlhe funding for and ccostiuctioa of these bameis. 

Measeletmea^e^Qy^traqiiflccainiuin^Imoved^^^^ 

^-^ 

Dofl& petbaai 
7205 Armat Drive 
Be&esda,MD 20817 

cc: MarilynW.Andrulis,PhD. 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

September 30, 1997 

Mr. Clement D. Erhardt, Jr. 
8218 Burnley Road 
Baltimore MD 21204 

Dear Mr. Erhardt: 

I Thank you for your recent letter requesting confirmation of your interpretation 
"bf the western terminus of the sound barrier to be built along 1-695 to protect the 
Village Green Community.  You have correctly interpreted the plan that we provided to 
you.  The sound barrier will end approximately 312.5 feet from the existing overhead 
sign east of the church.  We will also be glad to provide you with a copy of the final 
design plans when they are complete.  If you have any additional questions, please call 
me at (410) 545-8640.- 

Director i 
ii 

Office of Environmental Design 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired iHearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide! Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street •;Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. Clement D. Erhardt, Jr. 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship 
j Mr. James Hade 

J Noise Team 

• 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

50 

January 15, 1997 

Mr. Clement D. Erhardt, Jr. 
8218 Burnley Road 
Baltimore MD 21204 

PARRIS N. GLENDENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS. WARYUVND 21401 

(410) 974-3901 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET. N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001 

(202)638-2215 

TOD (410) 333-3098 

Dear Mr. Erhardt: 

Thank you for your letter about the proposed noise barrier along 1-695 for the Village 
Green community.  It is my pleasure to inform you that funding has been approved to 
construct a noise barrier from Joppa Road to Thornton Road.  Construction is anticipated to 
begin in Spring 1998. 

The State Highway Administration's (SHA) Office of Environmental Design will 
manage this project.  Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, is 
aware of Trinity Assembly of God Church's position and concerns.  The proposed barrier is 
not designed to protect the church/which means highway visibility will still be available at 
this location.  The noise barrier is intended to protect only the homes adjacent to the 
beltway. 

Again, thank you for your letter and I trust this information eases your concerns about 
the future noise barrier.  When design of the barrier is completed and the project is close to 
advancement,. a community meeting will be scheduled.  In the meantime, if you have any 
questions, please feel free to call Mr. Adams at (410) 545-8640. 

f 
Sincerely,1' 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Office of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

f 
® 
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CLEMENT D. ERHARDT^^^'0^-    ^ 
8218   BURNLEY   ROAD     ^HATI6 Pli ,!,»3 

BALTIMORE,   MARYLAND   21^04^'aAiaR's 0i:F1CE: 

Facsimile Transmission        DATErMay 16,1997 

Attention Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator 
State Highway Administration 

Fax Number:(410) 333-1586 

Voice Number: 

To reply by Fax: Call {410)828-8811 to arrange fransinission time. 
Original to be sent by mail: yes X     no 
Fax Line: (410}-828-8218 

You should receive __4_ pages, including this caver sheet.. If you do not 
receive all the pages, please call tbe number above. {410} 828-8811 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The documats accompanying this telecopy transmission 
contain confidential Information belonging to the sender which is legally privileged. The 
mfbnnafion intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified thai any disclosure, copying, distribution or the talcing 
of any action in zchancc on the contents of this tcleocraicd infbnnation is strictly prohibited. If you 
have received this telecopy in error, please immediately infarm us by telephone to arrange for the 
return of the original documents to us. 

COMMENTS: 

YOUR ASSISTANCE IN THIS MATTER IS MUCH APPRECIATED. 
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ION, INI 
POST OFFICE BOH 2 

UILLH6E 6REEN RSSOCIflTION, INC.^.^, !5 p;i |:ll3 

HIOERUIOOD, MflRVLflND 21159 ADr'miii-* UAi Uft S OFFICE 
President 1970-1971 ^ 

Clement D. Erhirdt, Jr. C i 
8218 Burnley Road J 
Baltimore, Maryland 21204 

May 16,1997 

Mr. Paiter F. Williams 
Administrator 
State Highway Administration 
Maryland Department of Transporiaiion 
707 North Calvext Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Re: Sound BarHers-South Sicfr, )-6QS HAtwPon Thnmron and Tonna Roads. 

Dear Administrator Williams: 

Thank you for your letter dated May 15, 1997. You did address most of 
the concerns of the Village Green community presented In our letters to 
Secretary Winstead dated May 13, 1997 and Senator Hoffman under date of 
May 5, 1997. only several minor points remain In confiision. Initially, I would 
like to clarify a typographic error existing in your note. The dates of the public 
meeting were April 17,1997 and May 1,1997, not May 5.1997. 

In your letter of May fifteenth, you say that the proposed wall was 
designed to give protection based upon noise levels projected to the year 2020. 
If in fact the barrier was designed based upon the sound reading developed by 
your staff and consultants, I fear a major error occurred» Your associates 
discovered an anomaly between the meetings of April 17, 1997 when the plans 
and data were presented to our community and the subsequent meeting of 
May 1, 1997. The designers who planned the wall apparently failed to take 
into consideration the sound level increase from the present time until the 
target year 2020. 

As stated In the final paragraph on page two of your letter of the 
fifteenth, 'the initial information presented to you was not based upon the 
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. !     v 
planned number of lanes on the beltway in this area. This was an oversight 
which was corrected in time for the community meeting with the north side 
residents.9 Since your staff did not allow for the anticipated Increases in the 
size of the beltway and the subsequent escalation In both traffic and noise, the 
basic design and specifications of the wall they planned are obviously flawed. 
The structure as presented on April seventeenth; based upon a smaller and less 
traveled road is clearly inadequate to protect our community in the year 2020. 
We do look forward to seeing a major change and augmentation in design now 
that your office is aware of the basic errors existing at the time the initial plan 
was made. 

As you know, our community became so concerned with the correctness 
of the sound reading and interpretation surrounding this project that we were 
compelled to engage our own sound engineer to advise us about the accuracy 
of the material presented by the state. We appreciate that finally additional 
reading of noise levels will be gathered as promised during the April meeting. 
Further, our expert. Dr. Oneil M. Banks has made several requests. On our 
behalf he is asking your staff to enter the state's official sound reading into two 
additional models. 

I 
We know you will analyze the sound readings against your existing 

model of the wall as presented on April 17, 1997, a wall evidently designed 
only to give protection as of the year 1997. We ask that the reading also be 
analyzed as if the wall were to extend all the way to Joppa Road on the west 
and a third scenario that of a wall covering the entire parking tot of the 
Trinity Assembly of God's plant extending to the east elevation of their east 
most main structure. We do hope that the design presented on April 17, 1997 
is replaced with one reflecting both the additional traffic lanes planed for the 
year 2020 as well as the obviously increased sound levels caused by the greatly 
augmented traffic that all anticipate. 

We further ask that the state make available to us copies of their 
computer models so our expert can verily to our satisfaction the accuracy of 
the presentation being made by your department Naturally, we desire copies 
of your readings and models as soon as possible 10 give our expert time to 

^onfirritSthe data before the presentation planned in the immediate future. As 
^ouj^att aware, unfortunately many statements have been made by 
f&ptesexgatlves of your office that have to say the least, caused confusion. Such 
^olsstatements have been substantiated by creditable witnesses, the press and 
e&sung cfacuments. 

Ir.   SDuriommumty is pleased that you are looking Into the existence of the 
T^hity^CHgstian School; material from our files is at you disposal should you 

• ••^ 

ii 
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find them helpful in establishing the presence of a school at the location. We 
are sure your office is as concerned as we are regarding children being placed at 
risk from exposure 10 exuemc noise levels. 

I am greatly surprised at your siaiemeni that any properly owner has ^^ 
the unquestioned right both to object to and block the state from erecting a 
sound barrier on state property. It is interesting that the state is now willing to 
allow such action when the effectiveness of the wall will be destroyed by 
allowing holes to appear in random locations whenever an individual chooses 
to forbid the placement of a wall on state property adjacent to their land. Do 
all Individuals have the right to forbid the state from erecting sound walls? If 
individuals are not vested with such power, why would a church be so 
endowed? 

Your statement is noted that the state has never granted exceptions in 
the erection of sound barriers for any other houses of worship. We have 
concerns about walls either erected or in the process of being built in several 
areas. At this time, I would like to reserve queries about other prolects pending 
release of your new study on the wall protecting our community. 

Upon receipt of yesterday's note» I immediately contacted the Rlderwood 
Elementary School and have arranged a meeting for Wednesday, June 4, J 997, 
at seven thirty in the evening. Rest assured, we are most appreciative of your 
kind offer to be present for the presentation. 

In conclusion, I do want to say that despite divergent views on many 
matters concerning this project, your staff has acted always In a most 
courteous manner. Again, thanking you for your continued assistance in the 
matter, 1 remain. 

Veiy truly yours, 

Clement D. Erhardt, Jr. 
Chairman 
Noise Barrier Committee 

CDE/cb 
cc:     Senator Barbara A. Hoffman 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

May 21, 1997 
<P 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mr. Clement D. Erhardt, Jr. 
Chairman 
Noise Barrier Committee 
Village Green Association, Inc. 
8218 Burnley Road 
Baltimore MD 21204 

m 

Dear Mr. Erhardt: 

This letter responds to your letters of May 16 and 19 and is a follow up to our 
telephone conversation of May 20.  As I indicated in my May 15 letter to you, the 
information presented at the April 17 meeting with the Village Green community is being 
updated to reflect the future expansion of the beltway.  All of this information will be 
available to you once this work is complete. 

In our discussion, you indicated that SHA representatives had planned to continue 
monitoring noise on May 19 and were to have arrived at 8:30 a.m. I have questioned the 
individuals concerned and they have confirmed that this was their plan, although continuation 
of monitoring was dependent upon favorable weather.  Although it was not clear to them that 
your expert would be present and that they were to have called at 7:30 a.m. if the schedule 
changed, I have explained to them that they should Have extended the courtesy of a call in 
any event, and I apologize to you that they did not do so.  In the future, adequate notice will 
be given to Mrs. Mazilli of any schedule changes,   j 

I 
In your letter of May 19, you stated that the Village Green Association felt it needed 

to hire its own expert because our employees are "deliberately attempting to frustrate any 
attempt to verify their work."  I must respectfully disagree.   At no time have any of our 
employees refused to share information with your association.  Some mistakes have been 
made, and we have openly acknowledged these and are working to make the necessary 
corrections.  Once this work is completed, every part of the analysis will be available for 
you and Dr. Banks to review.  We will also accommodate Dr. Banks' s request that we 
perform additional calculations using several alternate scenarios. 

In the meantime, we are attempting to contact representatives of the Trinity Church to 
schedule an appointment to meet with them to discuss this project.  Mr. Charles Adams has 
spoken to Ms. Mazilli about this, and she is certainly welcome to attend this meeting.  It is 
important that we arrange a convenient time rather than show up unannounced, especially in 
a matter of such importance to this project. 

My telephone number is   

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707North Calvert Street « Baltimore, Maryland 21202. 



w* i 

64 Mr. Clement D. Erhardt, Jr. ^ 
Page Two 

The meeting which you scheduled for June 4 will proceed as you and I discussed. 
My commitment to attend a meeting with your association was based upon my availability 
and, unfortunately, a prior commitment on that evening will prevent me from attending the 
meeting you scheduled.  In the future please contact Ms. Gerry Fletcher of my office at 
(410) 545-0400 so she can identify a date that is convenient for both of us. 

You requested that no one from our Office of Environmental Design speak as a 
representative of the State at the June 4 meeting.  I cannot honor this request.  In my 
absence, Mr. Charles Adams will represent SHA.  His participation is key to our getting this 
project back on the right track and, even if I were able to attend, he would be making the 
bulk of our presentation. 

Lastly, we have scheduled a meeting for May 28 at 3:00 p.m. at the State Highway 
Administration's Brooklandville offices.  I look forward to sitting down with you at that time 
and discussing this project further. 

Jfincerelyy     /} 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:      The Honorable Barbara A. Hoffman, Senate of Maryland 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Gerry Fletcher, Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
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Mr. Clement D. Erhardt, Jr. 
Page Three 

$f 

bcc:    Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement TeamlLeader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. David Malkowski, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
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Fax Transmittal Cover Sheet 

To:     Mr. Parker 1\ Williams, Administrator, - State Highway Administration 

From:     Clement D. Hrhardt, Jr. 

Fax Number:       (410)828-8218 

Dale:      Mon. May 19. 1997 • 3:42 I'M 

Transmiuing (3) pages, including cover shoot. 

If there is difficulty with this transmission, please call: (410) 828-8811 
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UlLLflGE GREEN RSSOCIRTIQN, INC. 
POST0FFICEB0K2 

RIDERIUOOD, MflRVLflND 21139 
President 1970-197) 

Clement D. Erliardt, jr. 
8218 Burnley Road 
Ballimorc, Mainland 21204 

May 19, 1997 

Mr. Parker 1J. Williams 
Administrator 
State Highway Administration 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 23 202 

Kc: Sound Barriers-Sonlh Side  1-6.9^ Ttetwgpn Thornton and Jnppa R^nHc 

Dear Administrator Williams: 

On Wednesday, May 14, 1997 employees of the Office of Environmental 
Design of the SIIA with their consultants from Whitman Kequardt took sound 
reading in our community. Due to abnormal traffic conditions on the bellway, 
testing was not completed. Priday, May 16, 1997, the Office of Hnvironmental 
design confirmed that the remaining tests were to be made today. 

Your employees were to arrive at a location in our community at 8:30AM 
to continue testing. Our expert, a man we are paying an hourly fee to verify 
thai, state representatives are recording legitimate reading was present. At 
8:40AM a call was made to Fred Hsen of the SHA only to be told they were not 
sure when they would be out, things were confused. We had an understanding 
that if the state was to void the test today for any reason, we would receive a 
phone call by 7:30AM so we could avoid wasting both our time, our expert's 
time and the money we were paying him. 

The state did not follow up as promised. At 10:40AM, more than two 
hours late, three employees of Whitman Requardt arrived without any 
representatives of the state. Again, due to traffic slow down due to construction 
no testing could be done. The men supposedly representing the state were not 
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sure when they might be back. After discussion they said ihat they would 
return Wednesday. May 21. 1997, we would be advised in advance if they could 
not live up 10 their agreement. .       » 

The conduct of your employees in this matter is not acceptable. Ir. is a 
horrible reflection on the integrity of the state that citizens must engage 
experts to check that slate employees are performing their duties in an honest 
fashion, It is beyond reproach that they would deliberately set out to frustrate 
any attempt to vcriiy their work and needlessly cause the expenditure of our 
funds. We did place faith in the recent statement that we could now rely on 
the word of state employees. 

Testing is not complete. How can your people be ready to present a 
revised plan on or after May 26, 1997? 

On another mailer, Mr. Charles Adams informed me today that you will 
noi be able to attend the meeting arranged for June 4. 1997 due to a conflict 
Again, acting upon your letter we immediately attempted to set a date at the 
Riderwood School in as quick a time as possible given the scheduling 
suggestions conveyed in you letter to me dated. May 16, 1997. Hopefully 
should you not be able to attend perhaps Secretary David L Winstead can 
appear in your place. I know you feel as do we that no one from the Office of 
Lnvironmental Design should speak as the senior representative of the state at 
thai gathering. . i, 

Your personal attention to these matters is most appreciated. Looking 
forward to a prompt resolution to the problems set forth in ihis letter 1 
remain, .      ' 

0 

CDH/cb 
cc:      Senator Barbara A. Hoffman 

Very truly yours, 

Clement D. Erhardt, Jr. 
Chairman 
Noise Barrier Committee 

11 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administrationt 

May 15, 1997 

0 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mr. Clement D. Erhardt, Jr. 
8218 Burnley Road 
Baltimore MD 21204 

Dear Mr. Erhardt: j 

This letter is written in response to your recent letters to Secretary of Transportation 
David L. Winstead and Mr. Fred Eisen of the State Highway Administration's Office of 
Environmental Design about the sound barrier beingifdesigned for the Village Green 
community.  In these letters, and in your recent discussions with Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's 
Director of Environmental Design, you raised a number of concerns to which this letter 
responds. s 

The first issue is the length of barrier which would be required to protect impacted 
homes in Village Green and how this relates to the Trinity Church.  Sound barriers are 
designed to provide protection to exterior noise-sensitive land uses, such as residences or 
schools. Where such a use is not present, we consider the degree to which highway noise 
affects interior uses of buildings. In the case of the Village Green area, the limits of the 
sound barrier presented at the April 17 community meeting were based upon protecting those 
residences which would experience noise levels of 66 decibels or greater in the year 2020. It 
is important to note that this sound barrier project involves the advance construction of 
barriers, based upon the State's plans for future expansion of this section of the beltway. 
Noise level impact is therefore based upon projected noise levels from the number of lanes 
that will exist on the highway in a design year in the^ future and the amount of traffic that 
these lanes will carry.  Existing noise levels are measured to give us an idea of the extent of 
impact today and to help us calibrate the computer model which we use to predict future 
noise levels. 

At the community meeting, questions were raised about the need to do additional 
noise monitoring in the Village Green community. These measurements are underway and, 
weather permitting, will be completed by May 23. this monitoring work is being 
coordinated with your community association and will include one continuous 24-hour 
measurement and short-term measurements at seven locations. 

The State Highway Administration will use this additional information to verify the 
extent of existing and future noise impacts within the community. This will be the basis for 
refining the design of the sound barrier to protect impacted residences.  This sound barrier 
will be designed to extend far enough along the highway to meet our noise reduction goals. 
In relationship to the Trinity Church property, the barrier will only be long enough to 
provide the protection needed. I 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MO 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Mr. Clement D. Erhardt, Jr. w 

Page Two 

There have been concerns raised that the State has made an agreement with the 
Trinity Church to shorten the sound barrier because the church does not want the barrier to 
block the view to the church from the beltway. This is not true.  Our preliminary design 
was based upon the length needed to protect the residences in Village Green that were 
identified as being impacted. The preliminary design information presented at the first 
community meeting did not show any noise reduction at the Trinity Church because we did 
not identify this location as having an exterior noise-sensitive use. The same is true of the 
numbers presented for the Presbyterian Church across the beltway. 

You have provided us with information about the presence of a school at the Trinity 
Church which you feel mandates that the barrier be extended to protect the church. The 
presence of the school is new information to us, and we appreciate your bringing it to our 
attention. The decision on whether or not to provide a barrier to protect the church and 
school will be based upon two factors. The first is whether or not an exterior noise-sensitive 
use exists at the church. The second is whether or not the church desires the State to 
investigate a barrier to reduce the noise impact. We do not have answers to either of these 
questions at this time but expect to have them when we next meet with your community. We 
do expect that all of the necessary information will be developed by May 23, and we will be 
ready to meet with you during the week of May 26. Also, there have been no exceptions 
made for any other houses of worship.  Decisions to provide sound barriers in other areas 
have been based upon the presence of exterior noise-sensitive uses and the property owner's 
desire for the noise wall. 

Your most recent letter expressed concern about changes made in noise level data for 
the communities on the north side of the beltway. We certainly understand the confusion 
over the changes to the noise level numbers which were presented at the Village Green 
community meeting compared to those presented at the May 5 meeting with the residents on 
the north side of the beltway.  As Mr. Adams discussed with you, the initial information 
presented to you was not based upon the planned number of lanes on the beltway in this 
area.  This was an oversight which was corrected in time for the community meeting with 
the north side residents.  While we did not have sufficient time to rerun the computer 
analysis for the south side, that reanalysis is underway and will be available for discussion at 
our next meeting with you.  I apologize that this was not made clear to you when our staff 
faxed you copies of the displays.  Our intent was simply to provide the most accurate noise 
level data based upon the ultimate plans for this section of the beltway. 

^s 



Mr. Clement D. Erhardt, Jr. 
Page Three 

> 

As I stated earlier, we plan to have all of the information developed by May 23 and 
will be ready to meet with the Village Green residents as early as the week of May 26. I 
have asked Mr. Adams to contact you to schedule a time convenient to you to meet and go 
over all of this information. In your discussions with Mr. Adams, you requested that all 
written communications with SHA go through my office, and I am pleased to oblige you in 
this request.  Additionally, I will be attending the next meeting with Mr. Adams and we both 
look forward to discussing these issues with you and your neighbors. 

Again, I apologize for the confusion which has occurred on this project. I trust that 
the information contained in this letter helps to clarify some of this confusion. If you have 
any questions, please call Mr. Adams at (410) 545-8640 and he will be happy to discuss 
them with you. 

'arker F. Williams 
Administifctor 

cc:      The Honorable Barbara A. Hoffman, Member, Senate of Maryland 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
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bcc: vMr. James Hade, Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. David Malkowski, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

m 
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UILLRGE GREEN fiSSOCIfiTION, INC. 
POST OFFICE BOH 2 

RIDERUJOOD, MflRVLflND 21139 
President 1970-1971 ,; 

Clement D. Erhardt, Jr. ! 
8218 Burnley Road . 
Baltimore, Maryland 21204 ]| 

# 

'May 13, 1997 

Honorable David L. Winstead 
Secretary of Transportation 
Maryland Department of Transportation ij 
P. O. Box 8755 j 
B.W.I. Airport, Maryland 21240 ! 

Rf'- Hishway N^"*- Barriers-Soiith Side T-69S between Thornton & Joppa Roads 

Dear Secretary Winstead: f 

I want to bring to your attention several matters that you should address concerning the 
proposed sound barrier to be built along 1-695 between Thornton Road on the east and Joppa Road 
on the west This letter will address three serious concerns that affect your department. 

I 
During a public meeting conducted on April 17, i997 by employees and consultants of 

vour agency various documents were made available to the public. I direct your attention to a 
report headed "Stamina / Optima Results" with an attached plat showing both locations and noise 
reading allegedly used in the design of the noise barriers. The list distributed on April Seventeenth 
has several minor errors in the placement of sensor locations upon the plat. Such matters are 
trifling. j! 

Last week the plat was again distributed. This time! someone deliberately altered the noise 
reading shown on all sensors placed along the north side ofiI-695 giving them an increased reading 
of noise level. The changes in noise reading show both ah increased need for the bamer on tne 
north side of the highway and a greater efficiency in noise reduction. The new numbers justity the 
more elaborate wall now planned along the north side of the road. I note with amazement that all 
reading along the south side of the highway reflect the exact figures reported on the earlier version 
of the documents distributed April 17, 1997. Sets of both plats are m my hands; should your 
department need to see them, I will be glad to make copies available to you. 

Please advise me who altered the sound readings ;and why your office maintains several 
plats all allegedly reflecting true sound readings but showing a deliberate pattern of lallacious 
entries The alteration in these documents concerns our association since we now can place little 
faith in the quality and accuracy of technical sUtements published by The Maryland Department ot 
Transportation. 
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During the meetings held both on April 17, 1997 and May 1, 1997 members of our 
community raised questions why exceptions in policy were made for several houses of worship by 
providing them with complete sound barrier walls along the length of their property. The answer 
given was that those buildings also housed schools mandating a complete wall to protect the 
children present on the property. Your representatives said that a school required protection. We 
asked your spokesman about the school operated by the Trinity Assembly of God and were told 
that the state knew of no such activity at the church site. 

State representatives evidently did a superficial investigation or survey in this matter; they 
were unaware of the existence of the school and the fact that children are not being protected from 
noise pollution. Perhaps they relied on information given them that was misleading. In any event, 
our association is prepared to document the use of the Trinity Assembly of God plant as a location 
of a Day Care, a Christian School and a youth Summer Camp. 

Should you office desire we can supply you with copies of The Trinity Christian School 
parent handbook, advertising brochures, enrollment forms as well as school calendar and uniform 
clothing list. We can even supply a special $50.00 savings coupon for prompt enrollment. To 
avoid confusion, the term Christian School does not refer to a religious education program 
operated as a so-called Sunday School, but an institution the equivalent of a public elementary 
school operating this year from August 25, 1996 to June 6, 1997. 

We as a community association have asked repeatedly what influence has been exerted by 
the Trinity Assembly of God to block the erection of a sound barrier along the beltway and their 
property. Your employees to a person say there has never been contact between the church and the 
state expressing any view concerning the erection of noise barriers. On December 9, 1996,1 wrote 
you asking the same question. Your office referred my letter to Governor Glendening for 
response. In his letter to me dated January 15, 1997, the Governor said, "Mr. Charles Adams, 
SHA's Director of Environmental Design, is aware of Trinity Assembly of God Church's position 
and concerns." How sir is it possible for Mr. Adams to be aware of the church's concerns when 
according to all your employees, including Mr. Adams no contact has been made with the state or 
your department? Did the Governor's office misspeak? 

The Village Green Community Association speaks for hundreds of homes and the thousand 
residents who are directly impacted by this project. We reiterate our request that a continuous 
sound barrier be erected along the south side of 1-695 between Thornton Road on the east and 
Joppa Road on the west. 

Again, thank you for your assistance in answering the three concerns voiced in this letter. 
With the kindest personal regards, I remain, 

Very truly yours, 

CDE/cb 
cc: 

Clement D. Erhardt, Jr. 
Chairman, 
Noise Barrier Committee 

Senator Barbara A. Hoffman 
Governor Paris N. Glendening 
Mr. Charles Adams 
Mr. Fred Eisen 

iJ 
% 

* 
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^ UILLHDE CBEEN ASSOCIATION, INC. ^   ^ 
POST OFFICE BOX 2 RECElVTm 

RIOEBQiOOD, MflRVLflND 21139 ^«-a. y XUU 
President 1970-1971 MAY?  -  inni 

Clement D. Erhardt, Jr. "ZJ, 1 W 
8218 Burnley Road '7(a/£^ 
Baltimore, Maryland 21204 SCCflETARV DEPAOTMefcr 

April 29,1997 ' 

Mr. Fred Eisen, Project Manager 
Office of Environmental Design 
707 N. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 ' 

Re: Sound Barrier-Toppa -Thornton Roads-S. Side 1-695 

Dear Fred: : 

Several questions have: been raised by..the. Village Green .Community 
Association concerrting the sound barrier- to be constmewd along the south 
side of 1-695 (Baltimore Beltway) between Thornton Road on the east and 
Joppa Road on the west As you know our community is insistent that an 
effective and continuous barrier be erected. 

The list of sound reading you submitted to our Association during the 
meeting of April 17, 1997 indicated reading with and without a sound barrier 
at numerous locations. Of forty sites thirty-eight showed a difference in reading 
with a sound barrier and without such a device. Mr. Ken Polcak, your sound 
expert said at the meeting that in all cases the construction of a barrier would 
cause a reduction in noise level at any location. The level of reduction would 
vary depending on conditions. 

We note that the only two sites you tested that showed no sound level 
changes were at the locations you called ^l-Presbyterian Church and., site #26- 
Trinity Church. Your data sheet, "Stamina/Optima Results" shows no changes 
at those two locations. Please explain how such an abnormality can,exist 
disproving Mr. Polcak's statement that & wall will always have-an-effect. It. is 
interesting that your experts' reading at the Trinity Church site record readings 
of noise level at 71 dBa with or without a wall. # 
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Could the answer to this anomaly be that your design engnfi&s were      ^p 
told tS^fw^ot to consider a waU a either church are^ If th^se were 
Srefa^y ev^ ak. .ound reading in either ana? We need a wnttauous 
wall from Thoraton Road on the east to Joppa Road on the west Thfere must 
be a wall along the church property to protect our homes. 

A letter over the signature of Charles B. Anderson Chief of ^ Bureau of 
landscape Architecture, dated August 6, 1980 certified the property at 1829 
SSteltoU had a nofce reading of 61 dBa Wore the parkmg let of tte 
Trimty Church was constructed and when the beltway was a fbu>lane lu^way 
rath J than the ten lanes that exist today. A thick woods abo protected 1829 
Landrake Road from beltway wund. The trees were removed by the church 
when they built their parking lotThe lot is now completely paved aid devoW 
of Se save a few small sap!ings.The noise level is therefore now much 
higher. ? • 

The property at 1829 Landrake Road was not momtored for sound 
during this tesfperiod. We are concent that too few locauons were checked. 
PteasTanswer ttae two questions so we can infonn our community of your 
explanation. 

I look fonvard to your reply to these questions and the date tthat you 
and your staff will be ready to present a revised plan to. our residents for this 
very needed project. Again, thanking you for your assistance in this matter, I 
remain. 

Sincerely, \ 

Clement D. Erhardt, Jr. 
Chairman 
Noise Barrier Committee 

CDE/cb 

cc:.    Senator Barbara A. Hoffman 
Governor Paris N. Glendening 

'   Secretary David L. Winstead 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

••si 



STATE OF MARYLAND 
'OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

January  15,   1997 

PARRIS N. GLENDENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401 

(410)974-3901 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET. N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001 

(202) 638-2215 

Mr. Clement D. Erhardt, Jr. 
8218 Burnley Road 
Baltimore MD 21204 

TDD (410) 333-3098 

Dear Mr. Erhardt: 

Thank you for your letter about the proposed noise barrier along 1-695 for the Village 
Green community.  It is my pleasure to inform you that funding has been approved to 
construct a noise barrier from Joppa Road to Thornton Road.  Construction is anticipated to 
begin in Spring 1998. 

The State Highway Administration's (SHA) Office of Environmental Design will 
manage this project.  Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, is 
aware of Trinity Assembly of God Church's position and concerns.  The proposed bamer is 
n'ot designed to protect the church, which means highway visibility will still be available at 
this location. The noise barrier is intended to protect only the homes adjacent to the 
beltway. 

Again, thank you for your letter and I trust this information eases your concerns about 
the future noise barrier.  When design of the barrier is completed and the project is close to 
advancement,. a community meeting will be scheduled.  In the meantime, if you have any 
questions, please feel free to call Mr. Adams at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely,l! 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Office of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

© 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

July 11, 1997 fl 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Ms. Ileana Fleishman 
8204 Stone Trail Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Ms. Fleishman: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding highway traffic noise along 1-495 in the 
Carderock Springs community in Montgomery County.  I certainly appreciate your concern 
and want to give you an update on the progress of our work on this issue as it relates to 
Carderock Springs. 

A number of communities have been identified in Montgomery County that are 
affected by traffic noise.  We are looking at all communities in the 1-270 spurs and 1-495 
"noise triangle" to evaluate those areas, in light of our new noise policy, that pre-date the 
original highways and those which do not pre-date the highways.  These analyses will be 
completed by the end of Summer. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design at 410-545-8640. 

Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Ms. Ileana Fleishman 
July 11, 1997 
Page Two 

bcc:    >Mr. James D. Hade, Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak, Noise Abatement Team' SHA 

'1? 
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Mr. Cosmo D. Fornaro 
Co-Chairman, Noise Barrier Committee li 

7009 Rainswood Court 
BethesdaMD 20817 \ 

Marilyn W. Andrulis, Ph.D. 
Co-Chairman, Noise Barrier Committee 
7220 Armat Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Mr. Fornaro and Dr. Andrulis: 
i. 

Thank you for your recent letters to Governor Glendening and me on behalf of the 
Bradley Boulevard Citizens Association regarding eligibility and funding for sound barriers on 
1-495, East of the 1-270 Spur.  The Governor asked me to thank you and respond on his 
behalf. 

Your continuing interest and efforts on behalf of the Bradley Boulevards Citizen's 
Association is greatly appreciated. We were happy to hear the Board of Directors has been 
informed that your community is eligible for sound barriers. A review of the current 
transportation budget proposal, however, indicates additional barrier projects cannot be 
considered for funding in Fiscal Year 1998. Future budget reviews will determine when 
funding might become available. 

i. 

You may be assured when the project proceeds, those residences that qualify for a 
sound barrier will receive optimum protection. As we progress into the design phase, a 
detailed engineering study will determine the limits of the barrier.  The State Highway 
Administration's Office of Environmental Design will be the lead agency in this effort and will 
keep you informed about engineering decisions at that time. While we understand your 
concern about the houses on Rainswood Court, the fact they post-date the highway makes them 
ineligible for consideration of noise abatement measures. The State Highway Administration 
must apply the criteria of its noise policy in an equitable manner throughout the State. 



^^ Mr. Cosmo D. Fornaro 
Marilyn W. Andrulis, Ph.D. 
Page Two 

« 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and on 
his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write. If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640, or 
for your convenience 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

• 
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Decembers, 1997 

Mr. CosmoND. Fomaro 
Co-Chairmariv Noise Barrier Committee 
7009 RaimwoM Court 
BethesdaMD ^0817 

Ms. Marilyn W. Andrulis, Ph.D. 
Co-Chairman, Noise^Barrier Committee (That's how she signs - as Co-Chairman) 
7220 Armat Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Mr. Fomaro and Doctor Andrulis: 

Thank you for your recent letters to Governor Glendening and myself on behalf of the 
Bradley Boulevard Citizens Association regarding funding for sound barriers on 1-495, East of 
the 1-270 Spur. The Governor asked me to thank you and respond on his behalf. 

I! 

I appreciate your continuing interest and was very glad to hear that the Board of 
Director's of the Bradley Boulevards Citizen's Association has been informed that your 
community is eligible for sound barriers. We are currently reviewing the transportation budget 
proposals, but no new additional barrier projects have been identified to be considered for 
funding before the year 2001. 

The criteria of our noise policy guidelines are in place to specifically ensure that those 
communities that qualify for a sound barrier will receive maximum protection. The initial sound 
barrier analysis by the State Highway Administration (SHA) for the Longwood community was a 
preliminary report. Because none of the homes on Rainswood Court predate the Beltway 
construction they do not qualify for abatement under the State Noise Policy. While I understand 
your concern, the date criteria remains one of the basic planks of our noise policy that must be 
consistently and equitable applied across the state. As We progress into the design phase, a 
detailed engineering study will determine the endpoint of the barrier. 

The Governor appreciates your offer to meet with him or one of his designees. An SHA 
representative will contact you with the results of our finalized research when it becomes 
available. !' 



Mr. Cosmo D. Fomaro 4 y 
Ms. Marilyn W. Andrulis, Ph.D. . ^ 
Page Two 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and on 
his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write. If you need additional 
information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

Mr. Cosmo D. Fomaro 
Ms. Marilyn W. Andrulis, Ph.D. 
Page Three 

bcc: 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 

State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 

Highway Administration (^k 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - December 5, 1997 
SERIAL:        #9785 
(We changed the letter to acknowledge the Governor - The same letter was included to him) 
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Mr. Cosmo D. Fomaro 
Co-Chairman, Noise Barrier Committee 
7009 Rainswood Court 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Ms. Marilyn W. Andrulis, Ph.D. 
Co-Chairman, Noise Barrier Committee (That's how she signs - as Co-Chairman) 
7220 Armat Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Mr. Fomaro and Doctor Andrulis: 

Thank you for your recent letters to Governor Glendening, State Highway 
Administrator Mr. Parker F. Williams and myself on behalf of the Bradley Boulevard Citizens 
Association regarding funding for sound barriers on 1^,495, East of the 1-270 Spur. The 
Governor asked me to thank you and respond on his behalf. I am also responding on behalf of 
Mr. Williams. 

I appreciate your continuing interest and was very glad to hear that the Board of 
Director's of the Bradley Boulevards Citizen's Association was informed that your community 
was eligible for sound barriers. We are currently reviewing the transportation budget proposals, 
but no new barrier projects have been identified to be considered for funding before the year 

2001. 

The initial sound barrier analysis by the State Highway Administration (SHA) for the 
Longwood community was a preliminary report. Because none of the homes on Rainswood 
Court predate the Beltway construction they do not qualify for abatement under the State Noise 
Policy   We need to begin a detailed engineering study to determine the endpoint of the subject 
barrier. An SHA representative will contact you with the results of our finalized research when 
it becomes available. 

Your concerns about the construction of new homes near a highway are quite valid. For 
quite some time Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, has been 
working at great length with County officials to help formulate and enact local noise controls for 
future development adjacent to state highways. 



Mr. Cosmo D. Fomaro 
Ms. Marilyn W. Andrulis, Ph.D. 
Page Two 

tf> 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and on 
his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write. If you need additional 
information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Adams, who may be 
reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

Mr. Cosmo D. Fomaro 
Ms. Marilyn W. Andrulis, Ph.D. 
Page Three 

bcc: 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 

State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 

Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - December 5, 1997 
SERIAL:       #9785 - Replaces #97DEC3 - The same letter was included in #9785 
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BRADLEY BOULEVARD CTTIZENS ASSOCIATION 
7101 Longwood Drive, Bcthesda, MD 20817 

November 28,1997 
Via Federal Express 

Governor Farris N. Glendening 
State House 
LOO State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

RECEIVED 
'997 

 FARY DEPARTMENT. 

Subject: Noise Barriers covering Bradley Boulevard to just west of Femwood, on the inner 
loop east of the 1270 Spur. 16th District, State of Maryland. 

Dear Governor Glendening: ' 

On behalf of the Bradley Boulevaid Citizens Association, we are writing to egress our sincere 
Jp^on to youCo-r conunitment to the quality of life for citizens of the State of Maryland, 
ZSSSr ^ it relates to protection from highway noise. We thank you for W—"*^ 
Lognition of the plight of the young family on Annat Dnve and other* who have been tortured 
throughout the 24-hour days by continous, excessive highway noise at the 1-270 spur. 

It is in this light that we are writing to request drat you ask Secretary W*^ * *cl^f»** 
LTsSnect noise barriers in his Departmenfs 1998 Capital Improvement Budget   As you know, the 
Z£^^mSlo the Sneral Assembly for approval in eariy January 1998. We understand 
JSttL coXthe subject noise barriers would be under S1J -aB-. W*o *£"*£. 
yot offi« hove »«ie clear Lt the State is flush with unexpected funds and •£^*?»* 
STMontogmery County wiU provide the requisite 20% commitment, upon notificatum of the States 

approval of Ainding the subject barrier. 

There is concern that the State may create a gap in coverage j«t west of Greenttee on the^inn«jloop. 
wride^dAat as soon as finis are released to the Office of Envuonmental Design that Office 

n     ^t n&^b^ri« Design Requirements study to determine barrier length and coverage of 
^^o^^^^^^^ofG^^ Currently, the Rainswood Court 

T^SSSiSiS^ noiTwhieh deni- them backyard use and penetrates the* homes 

continuously throughout each day. 

We thank you for your interest in this matter. We would be happy to meet with you or your 
££«. Md U bave any question about the level of interest and focus of this community. 

Sincerely, 

Cosmo D. Fomaro 
7009Rainswood Court 
Bcthesda, MD 20817 
Co-Chairman 
Noise Barrier Committee 

Marilyn W. Andrulis. Ph.D. 
7220 Aimat Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20817 
Co-Chainnan 
Noise Barrier Committee 
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BRADLEY BOULEVARD CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 
7101 Longwood Drive, Betfaesda, MD 20817 

November 28,1997 
Via Federal Express 

Ple/sePrepare Eesponse For Seor©ta3Tv^£CEI \£j\j 
Signature 

The Honorable David L. Winstead 
Secretary 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

DEC '. m 

SECRETARY DEPARTMENT 
CE IRANSP0RTAT10N 

Subject: Noise Barriers covering Bradley Boulevard to just west of Femwood, on the inner 
loop east of the 1270 Spur; 16th District, State of Maryland. 

Dear Secretary Winstead: 

We want to thank you for instructing Senator Brian Frosh and Delegate Marilyn Goldwater to inform 
the Bradley Boulevard Citizen's Asaooiation's Board of Directors at a meeting held November 19, 
1997 that the State has determined the subject communities are eligible for noise barriers. 

On behalf of the Bradley Boulevard Citizens Association, we are writing to formally request that you 
include funding for the subject noise barriers in your Department's 1998 Capital Improvement Budget. 
It is clear that the State is flush with unexpected funds; in addition, we have been informed that 
Montgmery County will provide the requisite 20% commitment, upon notification of the State's 
approval of the subject barrier.  As you know, the budget will be presented to the General Assembly 
for approval in early January 1998. We understand that the total cost for the subject noise bamers 
would be under SI.5 million. 

Lastly, following the budget approval, we are writing to ask that you cause the expeditious release of 
funds to Mr. Charles Adams, Director, SHA's Office of Environmental Design to permit that Office to 
undertake a full barrier Design Requirements study to determine the level of coverage for the 
Rainswood Court residents. In particular, we believe that the Design Requirements study may show 
that there needs to be a continuous barrier from Bradley Boulevard to Greentree in order to protect 
homes pre-dating the highway; or there may be other technical issuea to justify such action. Currently, 
the residents at Rainswood Court are perplexed by the thought of the State permitting a "gap" m 
coverage given the invasive characteristics of the highway noise which denies them backyard use and 
penetrates their homes continuously throughout each day.   Under separate cover, Mr. Parker F. 
Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administrator is being supplied with a number of issues that 
we are requesting be considered by the Office of Ertvironmental Design when it undertakes the 
requisite Design Requirements Study. 

page 1 of 2 
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Winstead/BBCA 
November 28,1997 
page 2 of 2 

* 

We thank you for your interest in this matter. We would be happy to meet with you or your 
designees, should you have any question about the level of interest and focus of this community. 

Sincerely, 

Cosmo D. Foraaro 
7009 Rainswood Court 
Bethesda,MD 20817 
Co-Chairman 
Noise Banier Committee 
Bradley Boulevard Citizen's Assooiation 

MarilyfnV. Andmlis, Ph.D. 
7220 Aimat Drive 
Bethesda,MD 20817 
Co-Chainnan 
Noise Banier Committee 
Bradley Boulevard Citizen's Association 

cc: 

The Honorable Paths N. Glenndening, Governor 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Charles Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design, SHA 
Senator Brian E. Fresh, 16th District Delegation 
Delegate Gilbert J. Genn, 16th District Delegation 
Delegate Marilyn Goldwater, 16th District Delegation 
Delegate Nancy K. Kopp,  16th District Delegation 
Members, Noise Barrier Committee, BBCA 
Ms. Eileen Pierce, President, BBCA 
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BRADLEY BOULEVARD OUZENS ASSOCIATION 
7101 Longwood Duvc, Bethesda, MD 20S17 

if 

November 28,1997 
Via Federal Express DEC    1 1997 

Mr PaAer F Williams SECRETARY DEPARTMENT 
Adnunisttator OF TRANSPORTATION 
State Highway Administration 
707 N. Cahrert Street 
Baltimore; MD -21202 

Subject Noise Bamers covering Bradley Boulevard to just vrtjst of Femwood, on the 
inner loop east of the 1270 Spur, 16th District, State of Maryland. 

I 
Dear Mr. Williams: 

We are writing to provide specific suggestions lor issues to be addressed in the Design 
Requirements Study for the subject barrier project, upon your receipt of firnds. 

At a board meeting of the Bradley Boulevard Citizens Association (BBCA) on November 19, 
1997 Senator Brian E. Frosh and State Delegate Marilyn GoWwater, announced that Secretary 
of Transportation of the State of Maryland has determined that the inner loop of 1-495 from 
Bradley Blvd to Just west of Femwood Rd has been detennmed eligibla for noise banuas. On 
behalf of Bradley Boulevard Citizens Association, we thank you providing the Secretary witH 
the study resulta affirming the State's repousibility to construct these noise bamers to restore 
die quality of life for residents living nearby die highway. 

We want to point out, however, the dismay of residents oa Rainswood Court whosehomesare 
located within 500 feet west of Greentree Rd. Our 16th District Delegation noted ta*thu 
area was exdnded ftom coverage. The reason givca WM that the houses ^built after the I- 
495 highway was constructed. Were the 500 feet west of Greentree not provided a noise 
barriei*the houses contiguous with the highway, namely Rataswood Court, would not onty be 
exposed to high noise kvds, but so would houses on streets adjacent to andadjoming with 
Rainswood Court, induding houses deeper into to the area such as Brooks Dr.behmd 
Rainswood Court, and portions of Longwood Dr. extended. Many of these homes were bmU 
prior to the highway. Delegate Marilyn GolAwater suggested that she, along witk Mr. Charles 
Adams, ycur Diieetor, Eavireameatal Deuign Office should physically inspect the area m the 
presence of concerned residents. We believe this would be an important visit and fonnaUy 
request that you ask Mr. Adams to schedule such * visit, to assure th» aoeuxaey and 
completeness of the Design Requirements Study. 

We understand that the total subject noise barrier would cost less than S1.5 million, including 
coverage of the 500 feet west of Greentree at a cost of about S200K. We further understand 
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William s/BBCA 
page 2 of 3 
November 28,1997 

that Montgomeiy County is prepared to commit the 20% required as soon as die State notifies 

that the project is funded. 

In light of these facts, and understanding that the State is obliged to protect homes which pre- 
date the highway, we formally request that you ask Mr. Adams to assure that die following 
issues are addressed in determining the end point of the barrier running from Bradley to 
Green tree: 

1. Tmpftct of Congestion. Ten to fourteen years ago, when many residences moved into 
this area the Beltway noise was mild to moderate , but tolerable. The noise level in this area 
has inereased significantly in die last 10 years due to the susbstantial increase in traffic on the- 
Beltway alone. In the absence of a viable regional transportation authority plan to relieve 
Washington area's traffic congestion (Re: Washington Post article November 11,1997, "Area 
Traffic Agency Unlikely, Officials Say"), the noise level will surely increase even more as 
traffic and commerce grow. 

2. Impact of Acceleration of Trucks: of Changes to Hiehwav Consfrnction Plans after 
Public Comment and before Constmction of Homes at Rainswood Court. The level of noise 
has further increased due to the change in the configuration of the Beltway/I-270 Spur, i.e. 
increasing the number of lanes from eight to twelve and adding an off-ramp. A study needs to 
be made of the noise generated by 18 wheeler vehicles as they move eastward from die 1-270 
spur just after the curve right at Ute Brooke Drive location and beyond. These same 18 
wheelen pick up speed, shifting gears while making a tremendous amount of noise, well 
exceeding the 66 dBA level mandated by Federal and State noise pollution policy. Also 
highway oonstruotion plans were altered after public comment and before the start of the 
construction of the homes on Rainswood Court. Specifically, we are noting that the noise 
impact to these homes has been increased by both the inoreased traffic on the expanded 
highway - particularly the acceleration and deceleration of the trucks, and by die I-270-spur 
construction deviating from the plan which had been subjected to public comment. 

3. Impact of Measured Noise Levels Well Exceeding 66dBA. A measurement was 
privately made in Febrasy of this year aid noise levels have measured as high as 78 decibels. 
Levels are particularly high in winter when leaves are absent from trees. During milder and 
warmer days, the noise pollution makes it impowible to enjoy an open window or to sit 
comfortably in the yard of these area homes, especially during the rush hour traffic peak. 

4. Impact of Gan in Noise Barrier Coverage.  Leaving a distance of S00 ft void of a 
sound barrier will also cause a funneling effect in the area in question creating an even higher 
noise level for residences living there. Noise from the surrounding area will be deflected or 
funneled to move into the unprotected gap. This will not only cause a greater impact to 
resident* in the unprotected area but also attenuate the value of the barriers to die older homes 
in the adjacent surroundings. 

5. Questionable State Policy Regarding the Allowance of Construction of New Homes in 
a Gap in Noise Barrier Coverage.  To protect the quality of life of new home owners,  prior to 
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Williams/BBCA 
page 3 of 3 
November 28,1997 

the State allowing die construction of new homes near a highway by any County, the State 
should require the construction of noise bamers. In particular, this provision should have been 
required prior to the constiuction of the Rainswood Court homes, where the backyards are 
bounded by the highway. 

We thank you for your commianeni to the quality of life you adhere to.  If you have any 
questions we would be happy to meet with you or your designee . 

Siaeeieiy, ' 

Cosmo D. Fomaro 
7009 Rainswood Court 
Bethesda,MD 20S17 
Co^Chairman 
Noise Barrier Committee 
Bradley Boulevard Citizen's Association 

MarilyiftW. Andrulis, Ph.D. 
7220 Armat Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20817 
Co-Chainnan 
Noise Barrier Committee 
Bradley Boulevard Citizen's Association 

cc: 

The Honorable Parris N. Gletmdenihg, Governor / 
The Honorable David L. Winsteod, Secretary of Transportation 
Mr. Charles Adams, Director, Office of Euvironmental Design, SHA 
Senator Brian E. Fiosh, 16th District Delegation ' 
Delegate Gilbert J. Genn, 16th District Delegation 
Delegate Marilyn Goldwater, 16th District Delegation 
Delegate Nancy K. Kopp, 16th District Delegation 
Memben, Noise Barrier Committee, BBCA 
Ms. Eileen Pierce, President, BBCA 
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David L. Winstead 
Secretary Maryland Department of Transportation AQ, 

State Highway Administration 1r    ^l•mams 

JulyS, 1997 
Ms. Margaret Geare 
10WakehamCt. 
Lutherville MD 21093 

Dear Ms. Geare: 

It was a pleasure meeting you on June 24. We are sorry that we could not get there 
earlier. I 

Attached please find a copy of the results of the noise measurements taken at your 
home (receptor description 1). As you requested we took noise readings along Valleyfield 
Road. We took the readings adjacent to the Grace1 English Lutheran Church's parking lot. The 
location was only several hundred feet from the house that you suggested and at a distance 
from I-83 equal to the back yard of the residence. The noise reading will be the same as if the 
meter was placed in the back yard. This information is included in the results as receptor 
description 2. „ 

Thank you for your hospitality. If you have any questions please call me or Mr. Ken 
Polcak at (410) 545-8598 or (410) 545-8601. 

Sincerely: 

i 
Fred Eisen 
Project Manager 
Noise Abatement Team 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

mm 



A. 

$ 
COMMUNITY NOISE MEASUREMENT SUMMARY 

Test date: 6/24/97 
6/24/97 

-Start 
-End 

Comments: 

Route: 1-83 Longford North Community 
Location: 10 Wakeham Ct. & Adjacent to Grace English Lutheran Church 

Parking Lot 

Sub-interval length (min.) - 
• Number of sub-intervals/20 min- 

5 
4 

Receptor 
Description 

Location 
Interval 1 

Sub-interval Leq 
2            3 4 

20 Minute 
Leq 

1 
1 

10 Wakeham 
10 Wakeham 

11:04 AM 
11:24 AM 

58.0 
57.1 

55.8 55.6 
58.9 59.3 

56.4 
57.3 

57 
58 

2 Grace English 
Luth. Church 

11:51AM 71.7 70.3        70.4 70.4 71 

E:/projects/Stuaies/Geare2.xls 
Page 1 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

September 2, 1997 

Mrs. Irene Gervis 
1810 Autumn Frost Lane • 
Baltimore MD 21209. 

Dear Mrs. Gervis: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise issues along 1-83. In particular 
you are concerned over the impact of highway noise on the residents of the Rockland Run 
area of Baltimore County. 

I! 

Rockland Run is not eligible for a barrier because the homes were built after the 
construction of the highway. A copy of SHA's Sound Barrier Community Resource 
Guide, our noise policy and the Highway Traffic Noise brochure from the Federal 
Highway Administration are enclosed for your information. 

I regret that we cannot provide you with a more positive response to your 
inquiry. The date criterion as defined in our noise policy only allows for consideration 
of barriers for communities where the majority of impacted homes existed prior to the 
highway. i 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you shoulk have any other questions or on 
this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement 
Team, who may be reached at (410) 545-8599. P 

Sincerely, 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

t 

end. P 

cc:      Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway 
Administration i 

My telephone number is —  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore. Maryland 21202 

mm 



Mrs. Irene Gervis \   j 
Page Two ^^ 

bcc:     Sharon Blankenship, State Highway Administration 
Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - August 26, 1997 

D:\CORRESP\1997\GERV0820.CBA     09/02/97 2:07 PM 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 

State Highway Administration 

CHARLIE  ADAMS 

TO: 

~T0 

^^ ^/al 

edSe- re^^arc 

»r   v^ 
^^^ 

a sound wall on 183 South 

Interstate 695 and on 183 
695 at exit 22 Greenspring 
le noise level is very high. 

;ry high traffic area during 
loise from the 183 traffic. 

•ssible.   I believe that our 
you have any questions 

0) 602-0060. 

^,t VU   V-^J 

Irene Gervis 
Homeowner at Greengate Townhouses 



Mrs. Irene Gervis 
1810 Autumn Frost Lane 

Baltimore, Maryland 21209 
(410) 602-0060 (work) 
(410) 486-6419 (home) 

August 20, 1997 

Hi 

221991 

Mr. Charlie Adams 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

RE:     Sound Wall on 183 South near Ruxton Road Exit 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

I am writing this letter to request an investigation into raising a sound wall on 183 South 
near Ruxton Road exit. 

As you may know, the sound wall is being build all around Interstate 695 and on 183 
North near Lutherville. Our small community is very near Interstate 695 at exit 22 Greenspring 
Avenue. Our houses are backing into 183 near Ruxton Road exit. The noise level is very high. 
It is impossible to walk in our backyards. 

As you may know, the traffic on 183 South never stops. It is very high traffic area during 
all hours, day and night. We cannot open the windows because of the noise from the 183 traffic. 

I would appreciate you investigating this matter as soon as possible. I believe that our 
area will be eligible for the sound wall. Please respond soon. If you have any questions 
pertaining to this matter, please do not hesitate to call me at work at (410) 602-0060. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this request. 

Verv truly yours,        y 

yaw? dkMo 
Irene Gervis 
Homeowner at Greengate Townhouses 
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ENTER 
LINE 
NO 

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF ASSESSMENTS AND TAXATION 
REAL PROPERTY SYSTEM 

BALTIMORE COUNTY 
SELECTION/SEQUENCE 

NAME 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

GREENGATE TOWNHOU 
GREENGATE TOWNHOU 
GREENGATE TOWNHOU 
H M H CONSTRUCT10 
KALLENS HARVEY J 
GUZMAN ALEKSANDR 
PINDRIK MICHAEL 
EYAL JACOB 
IBADOV NICKOLAY 
SHIFF CLIVE J  SH 
OLSHANSKY ALEXAND 
NUDLER SYLVIA 
BRISK YAKOV 
FASTMAN_HAROLD_ __ 

• -GERVIS'" MICHAEL.._..... 

ACCOUNT NO. 

03 1700006004 
03 1700006006 
03 1700006007 
03 1900004956 
03 2000006726 
03 2000006727 
03 2000006725 
03 2000006728 
03 2000006724 
03 2000006729 
03 2000006723 
03 2000006730 
03 2000006722 
03 2000006731 
03 2000006721 

- PREMISE ADDRESS 
STREET LOCATION 

PAGE 
OWN 
OCC 

«P 
AUTUMN 
AUTUMN 
AUTUMN 
AUTUMN 

FROST 
FROST 
FROST 
FROST 

1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 

AUTUMN 
AUTUMN 
AUTUMN 
AUTUMN 

1804jAUTUMN 
1805'AUTUMN 
1806 AUTUMN 
1807 AUTUMN 
1808 AUTUMN 
1809 AUTUMN 

LA 
LA 
LA 
LA 

FROST 
FROST 
FROST 
FROST 
FROST 
FROST 
FROST 
FROST 
FROST 
FROST 

1810"AUTUMN -FROSt'-L- 

N 
N 
N 
N 
H 
H 
H 
N 
H 
H 
H 
H 
H 
H 
-IT 

MAP 

69 
69 
69 
69 
69 
69 
69 
69 
69 
69 
69 
69 
69 
69 

"69" 

08/26/1997 

1 OF     5 

PARCEL 

867 
867 
867 
944 
944 '5f 
944 ; 
944 
944 
944 i 
944 gf 
944 \ 
944  !, 
944  j 
944 

~944;£T. 

PRESS: <ENTER>  <F1> PAGE FORWARD  <F2> PAGE BACK  <F3> SELECT NEXT PROPERTY 

# 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

X o\ 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff        ^^ 
Administrator ^^A 

August  22,   1995 

Ms. Feme Gruntman 
1802 Snow Meadow Lane 
Baltimore, Maryland 21209 

Dear Ms. Gruntman: 

si?uaJon f?r youVelePh°ne to our office regarding the noise 
pimnco0Road.yOUr ^ l0Cated adjaCSnt t0 i-**'   ^-t nor^h'of 

of c?i?^e ^her%noi?e barriers are constructed we foil• a set 
eli^t• i*\0n*  0f WhlCh is that the homes niust pre-date the 
roiH ^.highway.  Our records indicate that the Rockland Run 
SSSr^i""8 Were C°nstructed after completion of 1-83 
Therefore, we cannot consider the development to be a candid*** 
for noise abatement consideration.   xoPmenr zo  JDe a candidate 

I regret that I am unable to offer a more positive resconse to 
your response to your request. However, if you haveS? 

^n?!-^!.^^' PleaSe feel ^ ^ cLtac? L?% 

_ - —ams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:  Jim Hade 
\  Ken Polcak 

^.v Shawn Newson 

• 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

qir-fllSl?9 Add^ss: P0- Box 717 . Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  . Baltimore,,MarvlanH wno 



-fi /a/7 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary " 

I0 
Oy^ Parker F. Williams 
(p*        Administrator 

DATE :        /L.^ 4Mf U 

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
DESIGN  Afofsc Mstem ent Design 

andAna/ysfs Section 

A4 L2I ,»/) ^OlT-H w-.ma&j 
(NSME/OEErCE/TELEPHONE) 

s^ryf 
FROM: ^XlXi-rfkV. -•?/<?-<&&. It60e> 

I        CNAME/OFFICE/TET .F.PHONF.^ (NAME/OFFICE/TELEPHONE) 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES: _ 
(Including Cover Sheet) ^f      i /, 

^J^- 

f^ •/1 ^pcj ^\- "J/*/((/&**& Mu JotQW; 

Please forward this transmittal to the appropriate person as soon as possible.  If you 
have any problems with this transaction, please call our office at (410) 545-8641. The 
telephone number for the FAX machine at State Highway Administration's Office of 
Environmental Design is (410) 209-5003. 

M^sMof- 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION/COMMENTS ikAL - 

]A7e\ill [ • la?   LP... // /V/Z. /} , s.,ayj.^ •r„J/^ ,^ ***>«« 
J 

  '' J     JJ :      u( [ -rni-^/ rt/M/m M-" 
& mm*) -j-k^ 

My telephone number is laHf-'J/i'**1] 
Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech^\.   J^-V lA-h^"^ W'HA W"1*-"*-*- 

1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free r   I  J     f     /      ,    ^^.^^^,,'y 

ng Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 ^^     / ', ll.o fevvA 
dress:   707 North Calvert Str*»Pt   . Raltimnrp   MarvlanH 919n9-f<^ r^^""?  V1^        ]{' Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  • Baltimore, Maryland 21202-i<7r 

-'•'••"^ 
gflL' \L&.dti*fW\. <S^L 
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NOISE ABATEMENT TEAM 
Memo of Telephone conversation or verbal Discussion & Direction 

$ 
TFIFPHnNECALL 

Date 

project. 

jMJfcf 
Offlce/Agency/RC:  

Residential Community:_jE£aL 

subject 

via 

-/%w^ oC /p(( tftAA-^ 

otfters: Ti^ -pUf^ilL 

^4© Gw^-f^^^- 

%/^f^- ^u^i 
vV^ 
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M 

Tetephene 
(301)569^527 

. JOHNJ.GILLON.JB.' 
SHEIXEY HERMAN aLLON" 

Attorneys, at Law 

2821 stamon Avenue 
Foreat Sen Perk 

SBver Sprinfl, MttyMnd 20810-1218 
E-Md iisaonficpcug-wa, EzzySH©©»ol.com 

wrt 
(301)S684S2S 

t'i 

Hoonble Ponis.N. Glendsmag 
Oovenwr 
State of Miiyland 
State Home 
AaaapoliMflJtaislaaA 21401 

Novaalw 2.1997 

RE: Beltway Noise: Forest Olm Fade, Matfand 

Glffirtenmg: 

fit^theunrelendngiwiMgeoerBtedbytbfBeUwry. 

|fSHA^^T«*«1beBebwv^wbuiUaDdag«iiiathBl98(ri 

WeU, agaiawe have passed bocfa of those SHAAmrfle^lhwi^ipui^wbyilKaeoiqr. 

Bittnwtoitepoint.tto^gWcyidBseemsinfiV 
actim «» apmblgathal iiqeated. |: 

thar agency crested aproblcmaadnow must conw: it        ^ j 

1^re8ide«afFor«GifflP^havBl^iDa^^p^^aflfci^ 

PteaseaM^bteadvi^ SSS^c^i^ihbc^oBtelimfirl^flftteBdt^^^ 

Voy truly yours, 

JOHNJ.GILLON.JR. 

«W''|, 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
MAIL FORM 

INSTRUCTIONS: Please investigate the attached and take whatever action is necessaiy to respond to our constituent 
concerns. When completed, please fbnvart the response the original letter ana any back-up to the unit indicated beiov 
Also, if there are any questiona as to how to respond, please call the unit listed below. 

LID: 45660 
ReceiveDate: 11/13/1997 
Assign Date: 11/2/1997 

Deadline Date: 11/27/1997 
Name:   John J.GUIon.Jr. 

Attorney 
2921 Slanton Avenue 
Forest Glen Park 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

•a, 

1(6 

-75V 

Subject:    SOUND BARRIER REQUE Description: Requests sound barriers for the Forest Glen area on the 
Washington Beltway. 

Agency:    MOOT Unit:   DSI 

t—i^ 

R&OIRECT   INFORMATION 
If the response to this correspondence should b* handled by another agency, please complete 
the foiiowing information and forward the compjfted form and the correspondence to the proper 
agency. Also, copy the completed form and send the copy to the unit indicated above. 

Re-Directed to: 

Date:  



y-v » tfOt'Sx; 'ft*--* 
STATE OF MARYLAND 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

# 

John J. Gillon, Jr., Esquire 
Attorney at Law 
2921 Stan ton Avenue 
Silver Spring MD 20910-1218 

Dear Mr. Gillon: 

S£fr :^ 198?, 

N. GL5NDENING 
•    GCVcnNOn 

ANNAPCL.'S CF.=iC= 
STA~ riOUSH 

ICO STATE C.'flCLE 
ANNAPOLIS. MAflYLANC 2!40:. 

^IC) 97^-390! 

WASHINGTON OFriCE 
sure 3:; 

444 NOSTH CAPITCL STPEc". N.'.V 
WASHINGTON. 0 C. 2C00I 

(2:2) 3J3-22:5 

TOO (41C: J23-J093 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding sound barriers along 1-495 in the 
Forest Glen Park area of Montgomery County.  I understand your concern over the impact 
of highway traffic noise on your community. 

Forest Glen Park was considered for a barrier in 1987, when the State Highway 
Administration (SHA) was preparing to widen 1-495.  Unfortunately, SHA found that the 
drastic difference in elevations between your community and the Beltway would have 
rendered a barrier ineffective.   ' ' f 

Since becoming Governor, I recognized the need to do more for those impacted by 
highway noise and directed the Maryland Department of Transportation to conduct a 
comprehensive review of sound barrier issues.  This Spring, SHA remonitored several sites 
in Forest Glen Park to verify the level of traffic noise impact.  Although topography still 
presents a sizable obstacle, SHA will revisit the design issues to determine whether "any 
options are available that would help alleviate the noise impact on your community. 

The review of your community will be concluded [this Fall.  Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
SHA's Director of Environmental Design, will keep you involved and informed as this 
review progresses.   He will also contact you with the results when this work has been 
completed. 

Thank you for your letter and for the interest which prompted you to write. 
If you need additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
Mr. Adams at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely,       \ 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

"7 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 

® 



AUG. -O7'flUG"08"'97" m--27m sm RDMiNistRflTOR tia am ISSS : 

Mi-ttA^ JOB 

P.3/4P. OOo- 
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JOHNJ.GILLON,JIL- 

Telephone 
(301) 539-6527 

YHEBMANCIIXON'1 A^y Ij*    i-SjUe 
Attorneys at Law -    JhusJ-  n^*^ 

2821 Stanton Avenue tfj^ .    [^^ 
Foreet Glen Part ->        CM<^*-BU"^ //yi 

SlkerSpring, Mainland 20Slfl.l2lt    v^ /   .5 //ft ' 
E-Mail JitfUoneepeufl-erfl. EzzySHe@eo 

.^25,1897 

yflonoroblc Penis N. Gleadcoiug 
Govcmur 
Suuftuf^daiyland 
State HOIWB 
Anaapolid. Maryland 21401 

Honoroble David L Wioscead 
Scctdiuy 
WarylandDcpHrnnent of Transportaiioa 
P.O. Box 8755 
BWIAiipcstMaiyiand 21240-O7SS W-: Ucltway Noise: Forest Glen Paii; Mkylan J 

Govenwr Glcadfinmg and Stcrelary Winsysod: 

My wife Shelley nod I have received Seereuuy Winsieud's letter of July 22 mid eppreciaic lbs courtesy of his resjKjiise. 

Howevec, ihe Maiylood HigUw^ Administroiion's Noise Abotemfiat and Envuflnmeotal Design offices are legaif L far their 
piBmise-aad-smdy approadi to problems creoiedty tbe I-Eghuray Admimstranon'shiaorical iOasli-ami-pave tacvuia. 

Moat recently, wfailo those Hi^mwy Admimflratifm offices were Idling the Secmary that the studies would be compleiotl by 
October, they were idling Senator Chrisiopher VanHollea, Jr. (Distriet 18), thai iboy would be completed by August 

And the fr•^! whopper, ol'auree, is that UierBsidanls of Forest Glen Park were promised inslellotion of sound walls when 
the Bdtwaywaacui into this neighborhood in the 1960,s. SHA'svemoaofthe check's in the nwil"? 

Candidly, none of SHA'a stakmcnls eaa be eeeorded any aiedibt]ity*^nd thai problem can only be coxreeted by mass elected 
and appointed officials. 

Moreover, while imckere" use of -Jake Brakes"" is igainssi the law in Maiylond, the Depamneni of Public Sufety does nothing to 
enforce the prohibition. 

r 

The reddextts of Fotesi caaiPark cm no iongpr abide this kind of fteateM^ and are being forced to use whatever ^wans 
necessary to eootrQl the invasion of the Belnvey inlo our nei^dKafewsd. 

Thaefbre, we ask your coniinuing aitentiou to this maOer ond convey our appreciadon for your efforts now and in the fiiture. 

Very truly ymira. 

J0HKXGILU1N,JIL 
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jcnnft*A*«Ma 

OWlCisjTOf^ffiy GOVERNOR 
-- MAILFOBM   -: W 

. . INSTRUCTIONS; PlaaBB Investigate tha-attachad and- taKa whatever action la neceaaary to respond Jo out. constituent 
.   concerns. When completed, pleaseforwart^!«Eii5^^;thBtirigin*lett^aPi«l-anytack.up to the-unit indicated below.. 

-. A|aor If there ara.eny questions as to how to raepapd, please call the. unit liatetf balow. " 

• /.BecelvePBiB':- ^30/97 
^ABSlflhDateT" 7/25/97'* 
Deadline Date.:', S/f3/97 

-6- 

..•ftlafna':'-•"dohnJ.QIIIorir.Jr: " 
.._. ._ -... AttpniBy,.    .-.. *  

. rT^i^stenwn-AyBnHe" " 
.... .r. -FereBWIeifv-RaFk: -. .. 

"T: T-giiversprinaiMP 20010 

Subject:     SOUND BARRIER REQUE Description: Encloses follow up comments on the need for a sound barrier 
for Forest Glen Park in Montgomery County. 

Agency:     DS| Unit: 

RE-DIRECT   INFORMATION 
If the response to this eorreapandence should be handled by anomer agency, please complete 
the following Information ana forward the-complated form end the correspondence to the proper 
agency. Also, copy the completed form and send me copy to the unit Indicated above. 

Re-Directed 

Date:, 

to-   >fr&T   -frs^ 



STATE OF MARYLAND 
'OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

§ 

August  28/ 1997 
i" ft 

John J. Gillon, Jr., Esquire 
Attorney at Law 
2921 Stan ton Avenue 
SUver Spring MD 20910-1218 

Dear Mr. Gillon: 

PAR.qiS N. GLENDENING 
CCVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFiCc 
STATE HOUSE 

ICO STATE CIRCLE 
AN.MAPCLIS. MARYUNO 2K0i 

(<tC) S74-3901 

WASnINGTC.N OFFICE 
SUITE 31) 

444 NOnTK CAPITCL STREET. N.VV. 
WASHINGTON. DC. 2C001 

(2C2)oJ3-22?5 

TOO (4101 333-3098 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding sound barriers along 1-495 in the 
Forest Glen Park area of Montgomery County.  I understand your concern over the impact 
of highway traffic noise on your community. 

Forest Glen Park was considered for a barrier in 1987, when the State Highway 
Administration (SHA) was preparing to widen 1-495.  Unfortunately, SHA found that the 
drastic difference in elevations between your community and the Beltway would have 
rendered a barrier ineffective. " ' 

Since becoming Governor, I recognized the need to do more for those impacted by 
highway noise and directed the Maryland Department of transportation to conduct a 
comprehensive review of sound barrier issues.  This Spring, SHA remonitored several sites 
in Forest Glen Park to verify the level of traffic noise impact.  Although topography still 
presents a sizable obstacle, SHA will revisit the design issues to determine whether any 
options are available that would help alleviate the noise impact on your community. 

The review of your community will be concluded this Fall.  Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
SHA's Director of Environmental Design, will keep you involved and informed as this 
review progresses.  He will also contact you with the results when this work has been 
completed. 

Thank you for your letter and for the interest which prompted you to write. 
If you need additional information regarding this matter, please do .not hesitate to contact 
Mr. Adams at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

90*^ >/• -/feii^i 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor       \ 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration • 

Mr. David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 

T* 

® 



I Maryland Department of Tmnsportation S^Glendenin9 

The Secretary's Office \ \\ David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

July 22, 1997 

Mr. John J. Gillon, Jr. 
2921 Stanton Avenue s 
Silver Spring MD 20910-1218 

Dear Mr. Gillon: 

Thank you for your recent letters to Governor Glendening and to representatives of 
the State Highway Administration (SHA), regarding noise barriers along 1-495 in the Forest 
Glen Park area.  The Governor asked me to respond on his behalf. 

With the active participation of communities and citizens, we have continued to take 
steps to improve the quality of life for our fellow citizens.   The SHA is presently evaluating 
a number of communities that experience traffic noise similar to Forest Glen Park.  Once 
these analyses are finished, a priority list will be established for those communities where 
noise barriers are determined to be warranted.  We anticipate this review will be completed 
before October and will share the findings with you when this work is concluded. 

Again, thank for your letter.  The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and on his 
behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you need additional 
information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

eft^5c ^ > (MHtd&r 
David L, Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administration, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (410)- 865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



\    7 
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Mr. John J. Gillon, Jr. 
Page Two 

bcc:   \iMrSJames'31a"dfe, Team Leader for Noise Abatement, SHA 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 

Prepared by James Hade, Environmental Design, 410-5,45-8640 



Telephone        ^.c 
(301)589-6527 

« 
JOHN J. GILLON, JlL* 

SHELLEY HERMAN GILLON " 
Attorneys at  Law 

i 

2921 Stanton Avenud 
Silver Spring, Maryland  20910-1218 

E-Mail jjgillon@cpcug.org, EzzySHG@aol.com 

\ 

Data/FAX 
(301)589-6528 

'Louisiana and the 
t District of Columbia 

Louisiana 

June 22, 1997 

James Hade 
Noise Abatement Team Director 

Charles Adams 
Director 
Environmental Design Division 
Maryland Highway Administration 
P.O.Box717(MSC303) 
Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0117. 

Messrs. Hade and Adams: 

RE: Beltway Noise: Forest Glen Park, Maryland 

My wife Shelley and I live in Forest Glen Park, between Georgia and Connecticut Avenues, in a home built almost 20 years 
before the Washington Beltway. j, 

Nonetheless, thirty years after the construction of the Beltway, your offices have failed to construct sound walls promised almost 
twenty years ago. !' 

As a result, from our bed room, sitting room, guest room, dining room, kitchen, both baths and my study, we are compelled to 
look down into and hear-twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, year after year after year~the noisy abomination your 
offices allow to continue poisoning our neighborhood. j 

i 
Because the Beltway is poorly designed and constructed huge tractor-trailer figs must downshift with explosive backfiring to 
negotiate the road right at our neighborhood, and trucks and cars screech to a halt in an often-times vain effort to prevent high- 
speed collisions. j 

Because of the noise, we cannot welcome visitors into our yard to enjoy the summer evenings, weekends and holidays. 
I 
I! * 

Because of the noise, we cannot hold a conversation on the street with our neighbors. 
! 

Because of the noise, our neighborhood is being destroyed. j 

Your offices have installed sound walls of sufficient height and structure to protect neighborhoods either side of ours. But you 
have left ours unprotected. j 

i: 
i 

We will accept no more excuses or delays. It is time to install the sound waljs in our neighborhood on the Inner Loop of the 
Beltway between Georgia and Connecticut Avenues. 

Very truly yours. 

/ 
JOHN J. GILLON, JR. 



$ 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration .A 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

August 11, 1997 

Ms. Marsha Gladden 
5609 Broadwater Lane 
Clarksville, MD 21029 

Dear Ms. Gladden: 

Thank you for your concerns about highway noise from MD 32. We apologize for not getting 
the results of the noise measurements taken on June 10 , to you earlier. Attached please find the results 
of the 24 hour noise measurement. 

The attached chart shows that the noise levels fall just below the impact threshold of 66 decibels 
(dBA). To qualify under the type II program the noise must equal or exceed the impact threshold and 
the majority of the impacted homes must predate the original highway. 

'i 

Currently alternate highway alignments are being studied for improvements to MD 32 between 
MD 108 and 1-70. As part of the evaluation process all of the communities within the limits of the 
study will be evaluated for future noise impacts resulting from the proposed highway improvements. 
You will be notified of public hearings relating to this work. 

s 
Thank you for you interest in our noise abatement program. If you have any questions please 

contact me at (410) 545-8598. i 

Sincerely; 

Fred Eisen 
Project Manager 
Noise Abatement Team 

cc:       Mr. Charlie Adams 
Mr. Robert Sanders 

("-Mr; Jim Hade 

enclosure:       Community Resource Guide 
My telephone number is _ 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  •Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

October 22, 1997 

Ms. Tina Green 
6011 Darrell Street 
Camp Springs MD 20746 

Dear Ms. Green: 

Thank you for your E-Mail this morning regarding your previous request for 
information relating to sound barrier concerns for the Auth Village community in Prince 
George's County. This letter is in follow up to my E-Mail correspondence of this morning. 

Please find enclosed the copy of the State Highway Administration (SHA) Sound Barrier 
Community Resource Guide and our noise policy which should have accompanied our reply 
dated October 2nd. I have also included a very informative brochure from the Federal 
Highway Administration which you should find most helpful. 

Again, thank you for your interest. If I can be of any further assistance, or should you 
have any other questions on this matter, please don't hesitate to call me at (410) 545-8599. 

Sincerely 

Philip' 
Noise Abatement Team 

Enclosure 

% My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Ms. Tina Green 
page Two 

\ ̂  

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

# 



1 

David L. Winstead 

MaiylandDepartmentofTransportation p^.,*• 
State Highway Administration   • tVl        Administrator 

October 2, 1997 

Ms. Tina Green 
6011 Darrell Street 
Camp Springs MD 20746 " 

Dear Ms. Green: s 

Thank you for your letter regarding noise abatement along 1-495. I share your concern 
over the impact of highway noise on the residents of the Auth Village community in Prince 
George's County. 

Your community was not previously eligible for a barrier because one could not have 
been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy. That policy has been 
revised and we are evaluating a number of communities to determine whether they are now 
eligible for sound barriers. Yours is one of those communities. We anticipate this work 
completed this Fall, and an SHA representative will contact you once the results are available. 

Again, thank you for your interest. I've enclosed a copy of SHA's Sound Barrier 
Community Resource Guide and our noise policy for your information. If you should have any 
other questions on this matter, please don't hesitate to give me a call at (410) 545-8599. 

Sincerely, 

^TpllV^ 

James D. Hade, RLA 
Team Leader 
Noise Abatement Team 

Enclosure 

My telephone number is -J.  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

.1 



Ms. Tina Green iV^I i 
Page Two \ JBft 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Landscape Architecture Division, State 
Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- September 30, 1997 -- Serial #NAT???? 

D:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\GREE0821.JDH     10/02/97 1:31 PM 
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David L. Winstead 
Secretary Maryland Department of Transportation pa^ 

State Highway Administration rdamin!srtrato?lliams 

• 

October 2, 1997 

^ 

Ms. Tina Green 
6011 Darrell Street 
Camp Springs MD 20746 I 

Dear Ms. Green: 

Thank you "for your letter regarding noise abatement along 1-495. I share your concern 
over the impact of highway noise on the residents of the; Auth Village community in Prince 
George's County. 

Your community was not previously eligible for a barrier because one could not have 
been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy. That policy has been 
revised and we are evaluating a number of communities to determine whether they are now 
eligible for sound barriers. Yours is one of those communities. We anticipate this work 
completed this Fall, and an SHA representative will contact you once the results are available. 

Again, thank you for your interest. I've enclosed a copy of SHA's Sound Barrier 
Community Resource Guide and our noise policy for your information. If you should have any 
other questions on this matter, please don't hesitate to give me a call at (410) 545-8599. 

i' 

Sincerely, '• 

Z&L-P-^^ 
James D. Hade, RLA 
Team Leader 
Noise Abatement Team 

Enclosure 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



I,,'? 

Ms. Tina Green i' w 
j|B        Page Two * 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Landscape Architecture Division, State 
Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- September 30, 1997 - Serial #NAT???? 

D: \CORRESP\ 1997\DRAFTS\GREE0821. JDH     10/02/97 1:31 PM 

j^ 



# 

i 
\ \   ^—..\        _-       .       , _ . „ _ i Parris N. Glendening 
%       Y     •>>   Mary/and Department of Transportation Governor 

The Secretary's Office David L Winstead 
!! Secretary 

A\ 
John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

July 18, 1997 

Mr. Peter Greenberg 
Ms. Milissa Greenberg i 

7510 Hamilton Spring Road 
BethesdaMD 20817 ,, 

Dear Mr. and Ms. Greenberg: 
I! 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding highway traffic noise along 1-495 in the 
Carderock Springs community in Montgomery County.  I certainly appreciate your concern 
and want to give you an update on the progress of our work on this issue as it relates to 
Carderock Springs. 

I.. 

A number of communities have been identified in Montgomery County that are 
affected by traffic noise.  We are looking at all communities in the 1-270 spurs and the 1-495 
"noise triangle" to evaluate those areas, in light of our new noise policy, that pre-date the 
original highways and those which do not pre-date the highways.  These analyses will be 
completed before October. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, State Highway 
Administration's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

My telephone number is (410)- o65-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



^ Mr. Peter Greenberg 

*      v 
Page Two I 
Ms. Milissa Greenberg 

ft 

bcc: ^g^James-B^HadebTeam Leader, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 



NOISE INQUIRY CHECKT.T.qT 

DATE ijZlhl ! FILE? Y/N_ 

CUSTOMER ID. #     RECEIVED BY JIM H<JC 

NAME H^. ^^nA^ Grcix,,?^  ^y~r2~ 

(include zip code) 

DAY TELEPHONE ( 4-10 n44-I^7 A (WORK / HOME) 

OTHER TELEPHONE  

*** INQUIRY INFORMATION SUMMARY *** 

HIGHWAY NAME / ROUTE NO.  T-Cfft   ' 

COMMUNITY / AREA NAME 

LOCATION ALONG HIGHWAY beLc^ T^L.J. L-   ^  (L^^L^X^ 

SUMMARY OF INQUIRY  U  «. L.,r,>^   

*** FOLLOW-UP *** 

DATE     O/Mfe  BY   ^ 

fasubk 4,y\  rke=   ISJH.  

*** REFERENCE FILES *** 



pm 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor Maryland Department of Transportation 

State High way Administration I David L Winstead 
A Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

October 29, 1997 

Mr. Daniel Guetzkow 
The Compassion Center 
4700 Erie Street 
College Park MD 20740 \ 

Dear Mr. Guetzkow: 

Thank you for your recent letter about a sound barrier for your facility adjacent to 
US 1 in College Park. I apologize for not getting baclc to you earlier. It has taken us 
longer than expected to complete our statewide review of areas potentially eligible for 
sound barriers. 

I am sorry but we cannot consider a sound barrier for this area. While, the 
residence does predate US 1, a basic consideration forfour Type II or retrofit sound 
barrier program, this part of our program only pertains to limited access highways, ike the 
Capital Beltway and 1-95. I am enclosing a copy of our Sound Barrier Community 
Resource Guide for your information. 

Again, I regret that we cannot accommodate your request. If you have any 
questions or would like to discuss this, please give me a call at (410) 545-8640. 

larles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosures 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Mr. Daniel Guetzkow 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. James Hade 
Mr. Charlie Watkins 

ia* 



*id$z-4i 

Ms. Lanice Hall 
617 Tripp Creek Court 
Annapolis MD 21401 /       '} Mll/Q 

^ge^   £*&>&     j/nq{££*}/wtcc-a^". 
Dear Ms. Hall: 

Thank you for your recent Internet message to Governor Glendening regarding a sound 
barrier for the Aris T. Allen Boulevard (MD665) in Annapolis. The Governor asked me to 
respond on his behalf. 

The date criterion as defined in our noise abatement policy only allows for 
consideration of mitigation for communities where the homes were constructed prior to the 
highway. The Tripp Creek Court community does not meet this basic criteria and is therefore 
ineligible for a sound barrier. While I certainly understand your concerns, the date criteria is 
a basic requirement of our noise policy. & 

I regret that we cannot provide you with a more positive response to your inquiry. A 
copy of SHA's Sound Barrier Community Resource Guide, our noise policy and the Highway 
Traffic Noise brochure from the Federal Highway Administration are enclosed for your 
information. I hope that these offer some guidance to your next steps in this matter. 

Again, thank you for your inquiry. The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write. If you need 
additional information regarding noise abatement matters, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. 
Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached via the 
Internet at cadams@sha.state.gov.md.us, or by telephone at 410-545-8640 or, toll free, at 1- 
800-446-5962. i 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. Charles B^Adams^Btrecte^ofJEnvironmental DesignrState"Highway 

toifumstration 
Mr Parker F. Williams, Administrator^Si?te^^m^mifflst^tion 

x 



Ms. Lanice Hall 
Page Two \ tf 

•* 

bcc: 

Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 
State Highway Administration 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 
Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Mr.Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- December 30, 1997 

Serial #7717 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\HALL1215.DLW     00/00/00 0:00 AM 

There are two instances when sound barriers are considered in Maryland. The first is 
when expansion of an existing highway is planned and the second is for those areas that were 
built before the construction of the original highway, at a time before noise was a recognized 
adverse impact. Communities built after the highway are not eligible for sound barriers. The 
emphasis of our sound barrier policy is that local government is responsible for addressing 
highway noise when reviewing proposals for a new noise sensitive development. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) Office of Environmental Design is 
responsible for overseeing the State's involvement with sound barriers. If you would provide 
them with more specific information detailing exactly where your community is, I am quite 
sure they would be most helpful in answering your questions. If you could provide them with 
a mailing address, they will forward to you a copy of Maryland' s Noise Policy and a copy of 
SHA's Community resource guide for your use. ..       - ^-^ 
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** * '        . •    * • * 

BARKIS GlqndeBiflg,  05:24 CM 12/17/97, Soxae Barrier 665 Aria T.  ftlle :  

In the aean tine, what'are ay'options?   what is the law?   .Who is I*?*® 
xaaponsible? 

Thank you for your belp in"this natter- T^Tny^i,*|* » ^MX 

I? 

.    . " li 

BBC IS 323? October 22, i997 .     •«»*•» 

WBMrMWy 
• iBhauiacesBL j  . WMSWBgigTiaaMymiiiaiin 

SAAC Sir or Xadsm: • 

Thank you for yoiir reseat internet nessaga to Governor deadening 
regarding sound barriers for Aris T. Allen soulewaxd (MD -665) dn Annapolis- 
Tha Governor asked.me to respond on his behalf. 

; In Haryland,''sound barriers are considered .far tao types of cooiounities. 
The first'"is an'exiscing caaauaity which will suffer an adverse noise• 
iam&ct as a result of the expansion of an exifiCing.. State-cwned highway. 
The second is for conananities that vexe built before the original highway 
••«»', Lat:a •'tiBeabeCor«- noiae *as xeeoQnised *3 ia*±Bff *» ^^f'f •i^»a«t "^ 
residents. Conaaanities built after the hi^way are nor eligible for 
state-funded sound barriers unlese the higfeway is -e^pasded. 

Hhs State Highway Administration (SHA) oversees the State's involvement 
with highway sound barriers- Iheir anise .policy PirgftiatiTu xUsc, s«hen a 
local government reviews proposals for new developments which nay be 
sensitive to highway noise, the looal govexnnea« i« eeeponsibl* for 
addressing the noise issue. 

Again, thank you for your incexaet agiisagp- JChe' fiovemnr ^preciates 
hearing from you, • and on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest 
whiehprowced you to write. If you need additional iaformation, plears« -do 
not hesitate to contact Hr. Charles Adams, SHA'a Director of Enviranmental 
Doaisn, who say ft* reached via tha ia±»D*e£ .ar .eadaiiKiaqha.agate.gov wi.na. 
or by telephone at 410-545-8640. He would also be pleased to send you a 
copy of the noise policy and other material, if you would let him- teotf your 
nailing address. 

sincerely, 

David I. Winstead 
Secretary 

oe:    Mr- Charles B. Adame, Diractor o£ Bnviroamental Design, State 

Highway 
Administration , . .    j 
•Mr. Parker P. Willians, Administrator, State Highaay Administration 

My.question to you sir is, 
' is ay next atep-^L—— 

» 

^.^Your^attention-to this matter^is^greatly appreciated 

Laoice H^I^- ' 
S1.7 Trtpp'Crwote-oaure 

•     amapo'lis^jSO^WQ^^ 

(410)  266-4256 work 
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PASRIS Glendening, 05:24 EM 12/17/97, Noise Barrier 665 Aria T. Alle  " ^ *' '-? 

x-Xailer: Uovell SroupWiae 4.1  ^_—^_ 
Date: Wed,  17 Deo 1997 17:24:32 -0500 T*T?/^I17T\/ L 1V   A* 
From: PAKR1S Glendening <GOVEiUJOR@gov.stat«.md.u3> JvCiVjJ-iX Y ELiLs   VF' 
To: vinsroadQca"ark."iiet'   -••".. p. "     ' 
Subject: Hoise Barrier 665 Aris 1. Allen Blvd. -Forwarded LA 

Daaa:       ' '      . \> WK ** ** 

1*717 Here's one requesting follow.-up. '       '   , 
(Jiaaeceived: frtmn fjmjaifi umaT-r>,<v«-irarc mH n«t xil22.16.l-l]) aPBUnffiff ___ 

by aaii.gov.scate.infl.us (eroupsiae SKXP/KZME daenon 4.1 va)   BBmBaMBiarfflFTiffinHniMBHTOW 
yMoa,  15 Dec'97" IS: 20:33 EST NWira•-*" 

B*a«iv«d:. by «an^u«l-akiaz«hiv»«.stai:e.nd.\j*/  id PA&i04Bl;  Xoa,   IS Dae 1997 1S:2S:53  -0500 
'Received: from ipterlock.arinc.caai(144.243.^-2)-Jay rflTipi,n1.indarc>n've3..3tate.jnr1 in atjasnap 

(4.0a) •••.•••• 
id xma010459/ Moa,- 15 Dec 97 15:25:26 -0500 

"   Received:  by fireuall.aziiacieeo&'via' suspe&simJA <22272>j JSaOf  IB See 1997 IS^IS-DB  -0500 
Racaived: from ccsail.arinc.coa ([144.243.35.242]) by firewall.axiac.com with SHIP id. 
<32264>; Man,  IS Dec 1997 15:17:58 -0500 
Received:' from cdtoil by" canail.arinccaa 

(BfA. internet Exchange 2.12 Enterprise) id QOGEXBDCs Otoa, JS Jtec 1397 1S:17:2£ -A500 
Message-ID: <000EF6DC.3227@canail.ariac..coia> 
Illegal-Object: Syntax error in. Io: address Sound-on. firewaH.ariac.com: 

'.To:       Bd.usmayorGfii.anaapolis 
*-ndoaing ead ©f address 

•     Date: Van., 15.Dec 1997 15:15:16 -0500 
Prom:    <lah8arijic.ccni> 
To:  deanjohngannap.infi .net, jprphnfaTmapolis• gov, 

planzoneeaanapolis.gov, roskellyiannapolia-iiov, 
governoregov. 9eate.2Dd.ua,' cadaosasha.state.gov.iBd.us 

Subject: Noise Barrier 665 Aria I. All-en Blvd. 

/^tAu. 

y- 

MUae-Vexsion: 1.0 
Ccntent-Xype: text/plain 
cantent-Disposition: inline . jieMi" in»«» Be«poB»» *** SBOWtW 

Mayor Johnson:"..,.'" Stgnaturo 

First of all, congratulations on your via as mayor and I wish you 
a. happy journey. 

I am a resident- of the Oxford Landing ccnniunity located off of 
fforesc Drive and runs parallel to mghvay <665-<Acis V. Allen Blvd. 
My concern is that we need a noise barrier placed on that highway 
.fez several reasons: •'. 

• • 1.. Kid Safety "•'.'' 
2. Noise' 
3. Protection Crop, criminal behavior 

I have brought this'issue before the -desrelopftr of the area, .the past.jaayor, 
past aldeaaan' Ward 5/ City of-Annapolis, the State Highway Administracien, 
-and last- but not least, the (Sovemer.'    grease reed the-e^aaU Z sent and 
his response. 

Sir, •'•.•' 
Maybe you can help oe.    I live in Annapolis.    My hone is nest to a highway 
(665 - Aris x. Allen filvd).   Trees separate sty house from the highway..   I 

 —inquired about a noise barrier to the following people: 

Developer:    He says there was a problem betaieen them in the City - No 
Mayor's office: Thay said it was a state highway -•lilot_respon3iblet!r~^^~~v^ „ 
Dept.  of Transp.: They said chat since. QM deveirfspnsxLc'-caste after the 
highway was already there,'ic is a city proble» 
City o£ Anim^aliftj^gyay^aaid^- was a -State pgablew 
-- - "'cd 5" • No respoS£'s^a»sS ^ __   . , 

r understand that the county is -in the^x>oe3a--o£^i^ting d©veie^>ers~ 
build so. close to .a aajor higtoajL.       "        '" 



lph@arinc.coni, 11:11 AM 10/22/97, Noise Barrier^ 

To:   <linh@arinc.corn> 
From:   David Winstead <winstead@clark.net> 
Subject:   Noise Barriers 
Cc: 
Bcc: <governor@gov.state.md.us> 
Attached: 

^ 

October 22, 1997 

linh@arinc.com 

Dear Sir or Madam: k 
i. 

Thank you for your recent internet message to Governor Glendening regarding sound 
barriers for Aris T. Allen Boulevard (MD 665) in Annapolis.  The Governor asked me to 
respond on his behalf. j. 

In Maryland, sound barriers are considered for two types of communities.  The first 
is an existing community which will suffer an adverse noise impact as a result of the 
expansion of an existing. State-owned highway.  The second is for communities that were 
built before the original highway was, at a time before noise was recognized as havincr an 
adverse impact on residents.  Communities built after- the highway are not eligible for 
State-funded sound barriers unless the highway is expanded. 

,•mH ^J^*  Highway Administration (SHA) oversees the State's involvement with highway 
HZtJ    r Ti]eir•lse  Policy emphasizes that, when a local government reviews 
proposals for new developments which may be sensitive to highway noise, the local 
government is responsible for addressing the noise issue. 

Again, thank you for your internet message. The Governor appreciates hearing from 
you, and on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write. If 
X?" "!'J additional information, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's 
Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached via the internet at 
cadams@sha.state.gov.md.us, or by telephone at 410-545-8640.  He would also be pleased to 

^ilingUaddress.   ^ n0i3e ^^ ^ 0ther material1' if ^ "^ ^t him toS your 

Sincerely, 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary     F 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 



•3 

lmh@arinc.com 
Page Two 

\ 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration l! 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Xdministrator, State Highway 
J Administration 

•^Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Mr.Philip Troll,  OED/LAD/NAT -- October 10, 1997 -- Serial #7332 
E:\CORRESP\1997\LMH 1003.DLW      00/00/00 OrOO AM 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office !: 

v 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

September 8, 1997 

Mr. William C. Hallow 
134 Riverview Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Dear Mr. Hallow: 

Thank you for your letter regarding noise abatement along US 50.  I share your 
concern over the impact of highway noise on the residents of the Riverview Manor 
community in Anne Arundel County. 

Your community was not previously eligible for a barrier because one could not have 
been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy.  Since then the policy 
including the cost criterion has been revised.  The State Highway Administration (SHA) is 
currently evaluating a number of communities to determine whether they are now eligible for 
sound barriers.   Yours is one of those communities. We anticipate we will have this work 
completed this Fall, and a representative from SHA will contact you once the results are 
available. 

I 
Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 

matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

U/W«#>«r 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State ^Highway Administration 
ii 

% My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



,.    4. 
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Mr. William C. Hallow %^' 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Donna Austin, Secretary, Office of the Administrator, SHA (Ser. nos. 8902, 
7128, and 97 Aug 54) 

Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

(Ser. nos. 8902 and 7128) 
(SQjgg~AbatefflSnrjeam?, SHA 

I 
Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- August 21, 1997 

Replaces:   #97AUG54 - HALL0815.PFW -- Citizen^  letter exact same to PFW as to DLW 

D:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\HALL0815.DLW      08/21/97 3:12 PM 
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William C. Hallow 
134 Riverviaw Ave. 
Annapolisi MD 21401     u 
August 15,   1997     .'A* 

The Honorable Governor ParriB if. OleruMixig 
Stats Souse i 
Annapolis, MD ai^oi 

Dear Governor Glenden^^g; j 

50/301 just west «i tte Bj*f» "J^J higtaW »*i<* ?>as brought a 
prkaate the """J6'SPSSif^rlS traffic aolee.   Ja are ma-lor increasa o£ bocn crairic vo^"^ . ifc>_. £roo that road, 
SSS^y i^aotad ^ tto ^yf^ifSi^Ss the 66 decibel 
MSHZi has detemonfid ^^^fL cS construction of noise noiae level requiranuunt to qualify tor c«m*      ^ 
barrier walls. 

ma*, support « in our «"°f ^ *i*rgj
,
-^

,g?«„r 

for the upcoming fiscal yeas. 
sincetely, 

Willia, C. Hallo.      RECEIVED   ' 

eOVERNOR'S OFFICE 

REX^IVED 

7/2. r 

^//w 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR A 

MADLFORM 

RECEIVED 
m a? itt? 

fHWEfAfW 

Also, if there are any questions i 

LID: 41169 
ReceiveDate: 8/25/97 
AssiflnDate: 8/15/97 

Daadllno Date-. 8/8/97 
Name:    William C. Hallow 

. 134 Rlveuview Avenue 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

Subieet;     SOUND BARKERREQUE     D^p^ ^{^^^m^rtsound bam.reOTRoute50fl01 

Agency:     MOOT Unit:   DSI * 

RE-OIRECT    INFORMATION 
if the resoonse to this correspondence should be handled by another agency, please complete 
me foESES wSnSon andPfonward the completed farm and the correspondence tojhe proper 
SJencTASo•SS' tBTompleted form and send the copy to the unit indicated above. 

Re-Directed to: 

Data: . 

• 
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William C. Hallow 
134 Riverview Ave. 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
August 15, 1997 

RECEniED 
•me Honorable Davia L. winsceaa, secretary 
Department of Transportation 
P.O. BOX 875$ BWX Airport 
Baltimore, MD 21240-8755 

Dear Mr. Winstead: 

MB 18 

id 
SfiCRETARY DEPARTMENT 
OP TOAHSPORTATION 

Our home is one of many in the neighborhood bordering Route 
50/301 just vest of the Severn River. All the homes In the area 
predate the recent: expansion of that highway which has brought a 
major increase of both traffic volume and traffie-noiee. Wa are 
severely impacted by the noise and pollution from that road I . 
MSHA has determined that our area meets or exceeds the £6 decibel 
noise level requirement to qualify for construction of noista 
barrier walls. 

: i    „ >J 
Please support us in our effort of quiet this intrusive 

highway noise. Please request ttuit noise barrier walls for! our 
neighborhood be given a high priority on the new projects Mst 
for the upcoming fiscal year. 

i '% 
Sincerely, 

William C. Hallow 

• 

(1 

tvi 



Q 
Parris N. Glendenlng 

Maytand Department of Transportation ^^ 
Th« Swretary's Office /,  | Secretary 

David L. Winstead 

\ ' John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary V 

December 19, 1997 

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Hanessian 
8212 Stone Trail Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817-4556 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Hanessian: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise issues along 1-495.  I appreciate the 
opportunity to update you on the subject of noise abatement and the Carderock Springs 
Subdivision. 

Our noise abatement policy allows us to consider mitigation for communities where 
the homes were constructed prior to the highway. The Carderock Springs Subdivision does 
not meet this basic criterion and is therefore ineligible for sound barriers.  While I certainly 
understand your concerns, the date criterion is a basic requirement, except where barriers are 
recommended in environmental analyses associated with highway improvements. 

i 

Again, thank you for your letter.  I regret that we cannot provide you with a more 
positive response to your inquiry.  A copy of the State Highway Administration's (SHA) 
Sound Barrier Community Resource Guide, our noise policy and the Highway Traffic Noise 
brochure from the Federal Highway Administration are enclosed for your information. 
If you need additional information regarding this matter; please do not hesitate to contact 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 
410-545-8640 or, toll free, at 1-800-446-5962. 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary    « 

Enclosures 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, 

State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

865-1000 
My telephone number to (410)-  

Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf: (410) 065-1342 
Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 

® 



Mr. & Mrs. Chris Hanessian . 
Page Two v) 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, MDOT 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, MDOT 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District 3 Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, SHA  !; 

Drafted by;<PhiliplTroll,-OED/LAD/NAT - December 11, 1997 
SERIAL:       #9792 - Replacing #97DEC6 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\HANE1201.DLW      12/11/97 4:38 PM 



77     12-DEC 01   '97    05:13PI1 SHA ADMINISTRATOR 410 333 1586' ' 4^08p:2/73;# 2/10 

PlMie Ftipare Baqpoaw Par aeoxotezC% rv 

Nfr. David LWimaad RSX^EIVED 
Secretary of Transponatem. 
Ma^IaDdDepaitmemofTraaspoitBiioQ • fin»   1 ^7 
P.O.Box875S "^ CftfZ^ 
BWIAiipoit,Maryland2124<M)7S5 ;• ^^ ^^ 

D«1A:'«M±-••--'..- PIIRANSPORTAT.ON 

On behalf of the residems of Lake of tie Pino Commimityof DavidsonviBc, Md. we would 
tifcp tO fftmifllly \WXt an apical W thg S^TW Hi^|",ay AAwwiiefriatiftw ^gpwting thair deeisinn to 

March 30.'tm. 

Secondly ^wc would like to point oat several circ\im3tanc«>**iciifuitha-c«npoBnd the need for 
these bilTrieri and >»ftHld ftTtafl a "PffBri**—^ of <wfift"M««riff haaad m the gniHelines aa set 
fi^ri. iw y^iirt^t^iY^p^fltp^ Qf TBtiappitarioiL Slate HisAwav Administration 
%ifie Pohev of DecembeLgl996. 

Ini&d Dedsion Appeal: 

It is our understandiiig, after tneeting with Mfc Chades Adams of yourDepanment, that 
at the time of the Environmeual Impact Review in the early 80's it was the State's policy 
to only consider existing residences and structures in detetmining the impact of noise on 
» «t»nmnnity «r pmpcrtv under die Federal DeaifflnNoige Lcvgla. 

Lake of thePines is a community of 57 homes with development plats filed with Anne 
Anmdel County in 1974. Seventy-five percent (75%) of these homes were already 
<»n«effngte<i at the tima of this initial avalnatiim. However the remaining twenty-five 
percent (25%) were not Unfortunately these remaining homes, which weieconrtructed 
and sold in ti» mid 80*8, were die most impacted by the widening of Uoute 50 because of 
their location on Village Lake Drive which is adjacent and paiallel to Routeso. 
Construction and completion of this Route 50 project occurred in the early 90'8 after 
these homes had been bought and occupied for several yeais. Recent testing (Spring *9T) 
confirm that asample of these homes eacsr4 the 66 decibel threshold uaedbyyour 
department to detomine eligibility forooiss abatemeut consideradoc 

Subuquent Considerations; 

•   incrcasiitfJtouteSOfixmfourtosKlQaam^^ 
additifflial 50%. However because of the linkage with Interstate 97 aa a major 
thmWiy fttfemat? fr1* imewetate trpfHa fiwm HttlMmnm to Richmnnd OUT COmmifldty 
has seen a nuaor increase in volume and in particular truck traffic These trucks aie 
the iqajftr efBgrihanartn tfae noise problem md run unahatprt virtually around the 
clock (between midnigit and AM) tafo* days * week. 
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i # 
.Tliis has farther contributed to Route SO as a bypass by dump tmcktruh tracks fiom 
New York and New Josey enroute to the landfill accessed by sour^bound Route 424. 

• The increase this year in the posted speed limit fiom 55 to 65 miles per hour has 
criaiedaniiKreasemtireanden^iioi£CttsweUasthevolunieoftraffic(carsper 
htm). 

• The widening ofRoute 50 took with it much of the natural tree buflfer thai had existed 
between the easting houses and the original four lane roadway. This has not only 
impacted, at least on a perceptual basis, the noise fecterbnt has mtrodnced a visual 
impact as well 

Condnsion: 

We, (he residegts of lake of the Pines Community, based on the evidence presented 
above and by our agoaturo (ettaehed) believe thai a xeaaaesameatmdeiihiatvn&ilt 
Noise Policy of the Maryland State Highway Administntioiiis inordsr. 

, We further conclude that our review should take precedence over other more recent 
appeals due to the "fpndftfliemiP fttwrdght in lha oriflinal y^y| ^yj^^ppii^t TTWfff 
Statement of 1982. 

Should you have any questiras pertaining to this appeal and pettdon please feel ftee to 
contact either the writer (301^61-6440) or Herb Sheppord (301^58 J}302) who is 
ChainnanoftheSp^Conmiitteewi^wasappoi^bytheBoanitoadd^        . 
serious issue of Noise Abatement. 

.       ., V^&ulyyours, 

1 
StellCongdon (/ 
Presidait ^ 
Lake of the Pines 

Community Association 
P.O.BO&S7 
DavidsonvillcMD 21035 

cc:     Mr. Charles B.Adams, Director, SHA OfEce of Environmental Design 
Mr. Parker F/Williams, Administrator, SHA 
Mr. Paul D. Armstrong, SHA District #5 Engmeer 
State Soiator Robert Neall j 
State Delegate Robert C. Baldwin | 
State Delegate Janet Greenip f 
State Debate Marsha G. Petty 
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i«\\ 
We, the undersigned residents of the Lake of cbe Pines Community, ftally support the pnrsuit 
and constrncdon of adequate Noise Abatement Barrien between oor Community and Route 
50 by the Marytaad State Highway Administration in cooperation with Federal and Local 
governments and their agents. ;l 

NAMKSignature) 

't/A&fin  /ftMTfi   CCjaA/ewfan*' 

^+7fCaAUtitM6~4? 

fJ/TJj&Js*^ 

APDRESSfstreet onlv^ 
•ii i,; • 

DavidsonviUe:MD 21035  
i. . 

Airzn AnAi^t -m^i &«jf- 

  Davidsonville. MD 21035 

ig5"4&    to 
H 

Davidsonvilie.MD21035         

Dividsonvme. MD 21035 

II it' 

Davidsonville. MD 21035     I  

DavidsonviUe.MD 21035 

Davidsonville. MD 21035     F  

_  nmidmnvilteMn 21035     ^ . 
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$< 

We, the undersigned residents of the Lake of the Pines Community, fully support the pursuit    A 
and construction of adequate Noise Abatement Barriers between our Community and Route     ^ 
SO by the Maryland State Highway Administration in cooperation with Federal and Local 
governments and their agcnta. 

MM&Signature) 

^£Lr*(/OfiAz 

Joe    fodmi'Ut hJlb 

Mt2\ 
%lbtA 

fffstfi^ 

 //M^J^A^^ 

ADDRESSf street only) 

x^yt. V^Vg TT»«V "Sftwe- 
Davidsonville. MD 21035         

• Pavidsonyffle.MP 21035          

DavidsonvmeMD 21035 

Davtd5onviUe.MD 21035       

_DavTdSonviUe.MD 21035   

AZ T? Lite /ZTLOZC PA, 

_David£onville- MD 21035 

^A^C 
2r 

>^7^ &(*&«£>&. 
Davidsonville. MD 21035 

ItetUv^ lmMckfj&*$. V»*L 
Davidsonville. MD 21035 
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# 

We, the iiadftiisnfrt twAenta of the Lake of Uie Fines Commimity, fally support the pursuit 
and canatne&m of adoqwto Noise AbatsmeBt Barriers between; oar Cemnranity knd Route 
SO by the Maryland State Highway AriminitfrattoB in cooperation with Federal and Local 
governments and their agesB. 
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We, the Gndenignai readrate of the Lake of the Pints Community, Mfy support the pursuit 
and construction of adequate Noise Abatement Barrien between our Community and Route 
SO by the Maiyiand State Highway Administration in cooperation with Federal and Local 
governaeno and their agents. 
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i Parrts N. Qlendonlng 

MarybndD^entofTmspertnion 0
DZLWiIMlMd 

The Secretary's Offlco iij^        Secrotaiy 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Socretaty 

September 19, 1997 

Mr. Arthur F. Hathaway 
124 Riverview Avenue n 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Dear Mr. Hathaway: . 

Thank you for your recent letters to Governor Gtendening, State Highway 
Admirastrator Parker Williams and me regarding a sound barrier along US 50 west of the 
Severn River. The Governor asked me to respond on his behalf, and I am also responding 
on behalf of Mr. Williams and his staff. 

Your community was not previously eligible for a barrier because one could not have 
been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our former noise policy. That policy including 
the cost criterion has been revised and State Highway Administration (SHA) is evaluating a 
number of communities to determine whether they are now eligible for sound bamers. The 
noise level measurements recently taken by SHA in your neighborhood were the initial phase 
of this determination. We anticipate their evaluation will be completed this Fall, and an 
SHA representative wiU contact you once the results are available. / 

f •. 

Again, thank you for your letters.  The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf,' I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write. If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do hot hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sinderely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary f 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway    g 
Administration s!       " '    £ 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

I 
My tetephon* runter is 41M65-1000 

TTY Forthe Deaf: (410) 666-1342 

Post Office Box8755. BeftimoroWashlngton Intemmional Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



Mr. Arthur F. Hathaway 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 

Wr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
JNoise Abatement Team, SHA 



Mr. Charlie Adams 
Director of Environmental Design 
Maryland State Highway Administration 
707 N. Calvert St. 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

A 

'€A— 

Dear Mr. Adams, 

It has come to my attention that Maryland State Highway Administration (MSHA) will 
soon prioritize their projects for the upcoming fiscal year. 

I request your support for the following project. 

Erect Noise Reduction Walls aside Route 50, west of the Severn Bridge to the 
exit/interchange of Rowe/Bestgate Rd., both, south & north sides of the roadway. 

F 

This area has a noise level of 66 Decibel and higher which meets and exceeds state 
requirement. (Per state test?) 

These walls have been provided to the home owners on the eastern side of the sevem river 
along state Route 50. As a home owner on the western side of the sevem, address, 124 
Riverview Ave., which borders Route 50 to the south. I, ask for your support in having 
the MSHA create and fund a project which would install noise reduction walls along this 
section Route 50. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration and help. 

Sincerely, 

Arthur F. Hathaway 
124 Riverview Ave. 
Annapolis,   Md. 21401 

§ 
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Mr. Philip Troll 
Maryland State Highway Administration 
707 N. Calvert St. 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Mr. Troll, 

It has come to my attention that Maryland State Highway Administration (MSHA) will 
soon prioritize their projects for the upcoming fiscal year. 

I request your support for the following project. 

Erect Noise Reduction Walls aside Route 50, west of the Severn Bridge to the 
exit/interchange of Rowe/Bestgate Rd., both, south & north sides of the roadway. 

This area has a noise level of 66 Decibel and higher which meets and exceeds state 
requirement. (Per state test?) 

These walls have been provided to the home owners on the eastern side of the sevem river 
along state Route 50. As a home owner on the western side of the Severn, address, 124 
Riverview Ave., which borders Route 50 to the south. I, ask for your support in having 
the MSHA create and fund a project which would install noise reduction walls along this 
section Route 50. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration and help. 

Sincerely, 

Arthur F. Hathawaj 
124 Riverview Ave. 
Annapolis,   Md. 21401 

• 



1 ~""«   A Maryland Department of Transportation SSSJ1, Glendening 

The Secretary's Office David L Winstead 
Q Secretary 

1U » John D. Porcari 
I * Deputy Secretary 

July 10, 1997 

Mr. Miles M. Heater 
4614 Westhill Road 
Ellicott City MD 21043 

Dear Mr. Heater: 

Thank you for your recent internet message to Governor Glendening regarding noise 
abatement walls along US 29 in Howard County.  The Governor asked me to respond to you 
on his behalf. j. 

With the active participation of communities and citizens, we have continued to take 
positive steps to improve the quality of life and enhance safety for our fellow citizens both 
for today and in the future. The State Highway Administration (SHA) is presently evaluating 
a number of communities that experience traffic noise impacts similar to Columbia Hills. 
Once these analyses are finished, a priority list will be established for those communities 
where noise barriers are determined to be warranted.  We anticipate that this review will be 
concluded by the end of this Summer and we will share the results with you as soon as they 
become available. 

> 
Again, thank for your internet message.  The Governor appreciates hearing from you, 

and on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you 
need any additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
Mr. Charles Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA, who may be reached at 
410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David U Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 (9 



Mr. Miles M. Heater 
Page Two 

bcc:    Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
CMETJames^HadeJ Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

# 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
MAIL FORM 

4108^^!* ^ » 

1^ 

S5S?=^====5Sffl5WBas^l5fiSSB2L INSTRUCTIOMS: Ptease 5^ny^iSKSSo«NTlhiSuml tetter end any tadw* i 

LID:  37509 
RecaivaDate:   6/26/97 
Assign Date:  6/24/97 

Deadline Date:   7/10/97 
Name:    Miles M. Heater 

4614 WesthHI Road 
QUcottClty.MD 21043 

pss 

Subject:     SOUND BARRIERREQUE 
Description: Requests a noise abatement wall for her Qlicqtt City 

neighborhood. 

Agency:     MOOT 
Unit:   DSI 

RE-DIRECT   INFORMATION 
•e respond* co^n^^^^ 

RB-Dlrected to: 

Date • 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

OCMD.OGftHN(governor) 
6/24/97  2:30pm 
Noise abatetnent wall 

Governor GlendenniaSN | 

reply ^ my reach » at: DECEIVED 

iesusaabs.net 

or write me at 

Miles M. Heater 
4614 Westhlll Sd- 
SlUcott City, »fi5 22.0*3 

JU»   30 1997 

iECRETARY DEPABTIiilENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION 

*y 
is   a,   y       X /? * 

GOVERNOR'S OFRCF 

Thaata you 

Miles M. Heater 

* 



i jPI^^ — .     . _ ... Parrls N. Glendenlng 

^ 

Maryland Department of Transportation ^• 
The Secretary's Office °mX* L Winstead 

* Secretary 

I; John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

December 24, 1997 
s 

Mr. Bruce Heiman P 
Ms. Diane Heiman 
9515 Brooke Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

i: 

Dear Mr. Heiman and Ms. Heiman: 

Thank you for your recent letters to Governor Glendening and me supporting the 
construction of sound barriers on 1-495, east of the 1-270 Spur. The Governor asked me to 
respond on his behalf. 

Funding decisions for highway improvements, including sound barriers, are made 
annually and are presented in the Department's Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP). 
This document includes planning, design and construction projects for the upcoming six years 
and is updated each January.  The 1998-2003 CTP is being finalized, and new sound barriers 
are being evaluated.  We have noted your request that a sound barrier for the Longwood 
community be designed and constructed. 

\ 

You also expressed concern about a potential 500 foot gap west of Greentree Road. 
The final end points of a barrier for the Longwood area will not be determined until the 
design phase.  Our intent will be to design a barrier which will protect homes that are 
eligible under the provisions of our noise policy. I have enclosed a copy of a brochure that 
will provide more information about the policy, as well as a copy of the policy itself. 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, the State Highway Administration's Director of Environmental Design, who may be 
reached at 410-545-8640 or, toll-free in Maryland, at 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosures 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

865-1000 
My talaphorM number Is (410)- , 

Toll Frea Numbar 1-888-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8756, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
A 



Mr. Bruce Heiman 
Ms. Diane Heiman 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape. Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration :, 

- Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
, > Transportation 
y/Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 

I  State Highway Administration * 
</Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 

Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- December 17, 1997 
SERIAL:       #9878 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\HEIM1203.DLW       12/18/97 3:44 PM 
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. ii 

DeoaaberS, 1997 ill 

Governor PairisN. Glendening ii 
State House !; : 
100 State Ciide ! f 
Annapolis, MD 21401 i X 

•      ; ]r 
Subject 1-495 Noise Barrios covering Bradley Boulevard to just west of Femwkod, 

on the inner loop east of the 1-270 Spun 16* District, State of Maryland 
\* 
"I, 

Dear Governor: i! 

As residents of Brooke Drive in close proximity to the beftway jest east of the 
1-270 Spur, we greatly appreciate your interest in the quality of life of Mary land residents 
living along this major highway. In this regard, the State has detennined that the area 
betweai Bradley Boulevard and Femwoodk eligible fiw-noise bamere. We understand 
the total costto be under $1^ million- Moreover, -we are infonned that Montgomery! 
County will provide the requisite 20% connnitment upon notificaiion of the State's   ii 
^>provaL ' |. 

.' '      • .      i\ 
• •••.-•...' . 'Sc 

Accordingly, we strongly urge yon to include funding for these noise barriers 
in the Department of Transportation's 1998 Capital Improvement fiudget and   • 
thank you for protecting Maryland residents from undue highway noise. j1 

We are, however, deeply troubled by the report that there may be a gap in the jn 
noise barrier for 500 feet immediately west of Qrecattec We are extremely concerned 
that such a gap in coverage would negate much oftiie intended benefit, as beltway noise 
would be funneled through this gap and thus magnified. Moreover, this particular section 
of the beltway has become especially noisy as a result o£ (1) the recent widening of the 
beltway and reconfiguration of the 1-270 spur, and (2) the shifting of gears by large trucks 
as they accelerate and downshift to begin the climb eastward towards Femwood or   | 
.-.:.•..•.- ....        • . I     • 

irs 

MW   0.7 tTT    /K-QT*7T 
Hi 
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The Honorable ParrisN. Qe&denmg 
Governor 
.Decanber3,1997 
Page Two 

ft • 

*/» 

downshift to hdp slow down as they pass Greentree. ft is important to mderstandthai 
this will adversely affect not only the sewer homes along Raisswood Court immediately 
adjacent to the gap, but also our homes along Brooke Drive (and others on Longwood 
Drive). For these reasons we also stroogfy urge die State to undertake and complete 
as soon as possible any necessaxy formal stndies to ensure that there win be     ;| 
continuous noise barrien between Bradley Boulevard to just west of Fernwood. j 

Sincerely,. 

liik 
Bruie and Diane Heunsn, 9515 Brooke Drive, Befhesda, MD 20817 

ir 
i' 
51 

5 

/v»jfc«-^w if; iA\ftKX * *>*** c.£fse*f«X''t irt^ 6r*»fe«- &T" 

^To^far-u^LK   Or* 

*>,« *«* *«J> W' 

% 

_..     6f}&&tW} +GoiLtAS &oS"S6    ISfr  e&ets Ofi 
Secretaiy David L Winstead, Marybnd Department ofnan^jortation. 
Vis. Parker F.Williams, Adimnistiator, State Hi^wayAdmisiistrslion 
Mr. Charte Adams, director, Office of Environmental Design, SHA 
Senator Brian F. Pzosh, 1^ District Dekgadon 
Delegate Ollbat J. Gam, 16* District Delegation 
Delegate Marilyn Goldwaw, 16* District Dele^ati«n • 
Delegate Nancy JwKopp, 16* District Delegation 
Mcuibci s, Noise uAinci Oomnittce, SBCA 
Ms. Eileen Pierce, President, BBCA 

'i; 

WV *)'Z:TT   /.B-9I-7T 
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^ "C^RECMVEL 
••••  :   » •'     •• i    • xi Decembers, 1997 W'-If;.1997 \ 

SECRETARY DEPARTMENT 
OF TIWNSPDRTATfON 

TlieHcmOTabfeDavMiL.Wmstead Si^t^?*** »e«POBae Per Seoiletarr' 

Maryland Department of Transportation ' 7      ^^ 
707 North Calvert Street **.'. <£££ f 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Subject        1-495 Noise Barriers covering Bradley Boulevard to just west of Femf ood, 
on the inner loop east of the I-27Ci Spur; 16* District, State of Maiyl 

•*        • 

Dear Secretary Winstead: j 

As residents of Brooke Drive in close proamity to the beltway just east of thl 
1-270 Spur, we greatly appreciate your interest in the quality of life of Maryland residents 
living along this major highway In tins regard, the State has determined that the arefi 
between Bradley Boulevard and Femwood iseligible fhr noise bairiers. We understaiokd 
the total cost to be under $1.5 million. Moreover, we are infenned that Montgomery; 
County wiU provide the requisite 20% commitment upon notificatioii of the Stated | 
^Jproval. '.'..•• I 

Accordingly, we strongly urge yon to include funding for these noise barriers 
in the Department of Transportation's 1998 Capital Improvement Budget and I 
thank you for protecting Maryland residents from undue highway noise.  '      § 

'  :    '' .     •-••'    I 
We are, howevo; deeply troubled by the report that there may be a gap in thef] .rt 

noise barrier for 500 feet immediately west of Greentree. We are extremely concerned I' 
that such a gap in coverage -would negate much of the intended benefit; as beltway noise 
would be funneled through this gap and thus magnified. Moreover, this particular section 
of die beltway has become especially noisy as a result o£ (1) the recent widening of the 
beltway and reconfiguration of the 1-270 spur; and (2) the shifting of gears by large tfucks 
as they accelerate and downshift to begin the climb eastward towards Femwood or 

• •'•. '     •{•.    •••      j       '   •.- " ' 

1 :'   '      • 

•    •     -      • Ii" 
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The Honorable David L. Winstead 
Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Deceniber3,1997 
P^cTwp 

!•: fa 

downshift to help slow down as they pass Gxeenfree. It is important to understand tfc it. 
this will adversely affect not only the newer home along Rafnswood Court Immedistely 
adjacent to the gap, but also our homes along Brooke Drive (and others onLongwooi| 
Drive). For these reasons we also strongly urge the State to undertake and compete 
as soon as possible any necessary formal studies to ensure that there will be 
continuous noise barriers between Bradley Boulevard to just west of Fernwood 

"'•••.-•. i   ..      " 

Sincerely, 

Bruce snd Diane Heiman, 9515 Brooke Driv^ Be&esda, MD 20817 

3. 

A* 

jp»h*&* /f. M**0   ^ s*r*v* C Gstfi^**', ttt  be****, fir 
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•ZQfS? 

p 

CL4S foZ'*J&r 9sra^ S&OGgjfrg, 

cc: •     ' ir;: 

The Honorable Parris N. Glendoiing, Govenor •! 
Mr. Parior F. Wflliams, Adminlstmor, State Highw^ Administiadon 
Mir. Charles Adams, director. Office of Environmental Design. SHA 
Senator Brim F. FtesM^ District Delegation 
Delegate Gilbert J. Genii, 16* District Delegation 
Delegate Marilyn Goldwater, 16* District Delegation., j 
Deleeate Naney K. Kopp. 16* District Delegation 
Members, Noise Barrier Comminee, BBCA 
Ms. Eileen Pierce, President, BRCA 

1/9.   4fP0T*RC«nT6 
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Decembers. 1997 

Mr. Farter F. Williams 
Admini strator 
State Highway Administration 
707 N. CalvercSireec 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Subject: 1-495 Noise Boricxs covoiqg Bradley Boulevard TO just west of Femy/ood, 
on flie inner loop east of the 1-270 Spui;16*.District, State of Nfarylanei 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

As residents of Brooke Drive in close iproxunity to the beltway just east of die 
1-270 Spur, we greatly appreciate your interest in the quality of life of Maiyland residaats 
living along this major highway. In this regard, the State, has determined that the area 
betweesa Bradley Boulevard and Femwood is ^igible for noise barriers. Wemderstmd 
the total cost to be under $1.5 million. Moreover, we are informed that Montgomery j 
County will provide die requisite 20% commitment upon notification of the State's \ 
approval. ii 

' . i • • X'  ' 
Accordingly, we strongly urge yon to include funding for these noise barriers 

in the Department of Transportation's 1998 Capital Improvement Budget and 
thank you for protecting Maryland residents from undue highway noise. 

We are, howeva, deeply troubled by the report that there may be a gap in the 
noise barrier for 500 feet immediately west of dweateee. We are extremely concerned 
that sudb a gap in coverage would scgaie muci of Ae intended benefit, as beltway noise 
would be fimneled tiirou^i this gap and thus iraagmfied. Moreover, this particular section 
of the beltway has become especially noisy as a result of; (1) Ac recent widening of the 
beltway and leconfiguration of die 1-270 spur; and (2) the shiftifig of gears by large trades 
as they accelerate and downshift to begin the climb eastward towards Femwood or   ' 

t". • • 

'•:: • .-'. • : ' •    t    ' 

•I 
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Mr. Parker Wflliams 
Administrator, State Higbway AdministratiOQ 
DcOQiubGr 3,1997 
Page Two $ 

i 

downshift to help slow dovm as they pass Greenttee. It is important to understand that 
this wm advcisdj afiEect not only the newer homes along Ralnswood Court Immediately 
adjacent to the gap, but also our homes along Brooke Drive (and others on Longwood 
Drive). For these reasons we also strongly urge the State to undertake and complete 
as soon as possible any neeessaiy fhnnal studies to ensure that there wiU be      [ 
continuous noise barriers between Bradley Boulevard to just west of FemwoodJ 

Sincerely, 

'"M 

Bruce and Diane Hdman. 9515 Brooke Drive; Bethesda, MD 208 IT 

-S 

m 

^rwH^^dUO^ 
tb:0'VsjW\vK4Lyv 

cc . * .*• 
The Honorable PanisN.Glaidcaiiig, Governor 
The Honorable David L. instead, Seoetaiy, Maiyland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Charles Adams, director. Office of Environmental Design, SHA 
Senator Brian F.Frosh, 16* Kstrici Delegation 
Delete Gilbert J.Genn, 16* District DeUgarwD 
Del^ate Marian Goldwaier, 16* District Delegation 
Dekgale Nancy K. Kopp, IS* District Ddegation 
Membeis, Noise Barrier Committee, BBCA   . 
Ms. Eileen Pierce, President, BBCA 

!   T»1V  0'7.:TT   /.K-QT-7t 
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Mr. Joshua M. Heltzer 
Chair, Ad Hoc Noise Committee 
River Hill Community Association 
The Meeting Room 
6330 Trotter Road 
Clarksville MD  21029 

Dear Mr. Heltzer: , 

Thank you for the letter and petition you recently sent to Governor Glendening 
regarding noise abatement issues along MD 32.  The Governor asked me to thank you and 
respond on his behalf. 

In your letter, you expressed concerns about current traffic volumes exceeding the 
project volumes for the year 2010.   The original 1989 Supplemental Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (FEIS) prepared by the State Highway Administration (SHA) projected an 
average daily traffic (ADT) figure of 35,800 vehicles per day, for the year 2015.   A revised 
forecast, completed by SHA in 1991, increased the projected ADT for the year 2010 to 
46,500 vehicles per day. The most recent traffic counts by SHA show an ADT of 33,000 
vehicles per day, of which 8% are trucks.   The average daily volume is in the expected 
range with a small increase in the percentage of trucks. 

ii 

You also expressed concern about the impact that noise from MD 32 is having on 
portions of the River Hill Community.   At the time SHA performed the environmental 
analyses for MD 32, the land that River Hill was built on was vacant.   In this situation, the 
responsibility for making sure that future development addresses noise effects lies with the 
local jurisdiction and those who develop new noise sensitive uses.   The planning for the 
River Hill neighborhood included an analysis of traffic noise impacts that could be expected 
from relocated MD 32.   The Howard Research and Development (HRD) 1992 noise 
predictions utilized an ADT of 45,600 vehicles per day, with a truck volume of 8% in the 
noise impact analysis developed for the River Hill community required by Howard County. 
The traffic data used in the HRD analysis would result in predicted noise levels higher than 
current measured levels.  This is because the overall volume of traffic in the analysis is 
higher than current volumes while the truck percentage is equivalent to current counts. 



\^ Mr. Joshua M. Heltzer 
Page Two ^^^ 

9 
It appears from your letter that not all portions of River Hill that were projected to be 

impacted have been adequately protected.   We understand the position of the residents of 
River Hill but cannot offer any state funded relief in this or similar situations elsewhere in 
the State, where the homes were constructed after the approval for the highway. 

Throughout the past year, representatives from SHA have been involved in 
discussions with representatives from River Hill, Howard County, HRD and your State 
elected officials on this issue.   While it is not possible for the State to fund any measures to 
help relieve the situation, we would be open to possible use of State right of way for 
installation of such measures to the degree that they would not preclude the use of the right 
of way for possible future expansion of the highway.   We would be happy to explore options 
with you, the County and HRD. 

Again, thank you for your letter.   The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for writing.   If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       The Honorable Patricia Anne Faulkner, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Robert H. Kittleman, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Christopher McCabe, Senate of Maryland 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Director of Planning and Preliminary Engineering, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

• 



vlr. Joshua M. Heltzer 
page Three 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Krchitecture Division, State Highway 
Administration ' 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration j 

Mr. Robert Fisher, District 7 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leadej-, Office of Environmental Design, 

State Highway Administration j! 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation S 
Ms. Nanette Schieke, Policy Analyst, MarylandJDepartment of 

Transportation I 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 

Highway Administration i 

Drafted by: Mr. Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- November 4  1997 
I 

Serial #7497 - Also addresses Serial 2486 Del. Kittleman letter to Neil Pedersen 
il 
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THB SECRETARY'S OmOS 
•    MDOT - SHERRY VEEtNTER -» ] 

. REQUEST TOR PREPARATION OF GOVERNOR 

TO; WZLLUUIS 

FROM:  HELTZER, JOSHUA"   10/17/97 

LOG.DATE: 10/30/97 /jav SEFJAL#:  7497 

DATEt 10/30/97 

^ SS^3^3 ASSISTANCE IN REDUCING TKAFFIC NOISE 
INT HE VILLAGE OF RIVER HILL - ECHARD CO. 

RESPOND BY: 11/06/97 

n / i-v f7 
[   ]     PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECB] GARY'S SIGNATURE 
1   3     SSS5S5«RESPONSE P0R SECRfiTARY'S  SIGNATURE  ON  BEHAL1'  OF 

GOVERNOR (Nate Govamor as cc) 
C 3  25PLY DIBECT!C''zr ACKNOWLEDGING SECRETARY'S RECEIPT. SHOW 

CC TO SECRETARY 
C ]  PREPARE RESPONSE FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 
E ]  PLEASE HANDLE AS APPROPRIATE       '«*»*«• 

FOR USE BY RESPONSIBLE UNIT 

ASSIGNED TO: ChOD ULQ, CidQm^ 
TO BB :<JirURNED TO ADMINISTRATOIl4S OFHCE BY:  _£ 
SPEa^L INSTRUCTIONS: I// 10/9 7    " 

C^ 

FOR USE BY ASSIGNED AREA o 

RESPONSE PREPARED BY: 

, ^2 
X^LM-m-/J^ 

TYPED BY:    c ^U0 \ w/f- 
'dfiphone / Dale) 

PROOFREAD BY:      ^VUJIL- <>/ <7/r7 

cr- 

RECORD OF INTERM TELEPHONE RESPONSE 

(You can buy yourself some additional time in preparing a written reply by telephtming the 
constituent, explaining what's happening, aiil indicating when he/she may expect a formal 
reply. Please fill this portion and mail back rhc green sheet to obtain an extension on your 
reply deadline.) 

Name cf Person Called:   ^^'ll^l-U^ Date: l<U/f7 
Written follow-up will be prepared by:__  

D-TSOOOl 

^i 
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t 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

MAIL FORM f!»£ 
IKISTRUCTIONS' Plaase InvesfciatE the attached and tak« whatgvtraetiqn is necessary to respond to our constituent 
tSBE^ m® W* wd any twiup 10 m unit indit*^ u^w, 
Also, if there are any questions as to how to respond, please call vie unit risted baewr. TXTY^TX 

UD:   44925 
ReceiveDate:   10/28/1997 
Assign Date:  10/17/1997 

Deadline Data:   11/11/1997 

.   Name:    Joshua Hettaer 
Board Member 

•   River Hill Community Association 
6330 Trotter Road 
Ciarksville. MD 21029 

0CT   301997 

SECRCTARy^ffAOTMENT 
DE IRANSP.ORFATiON 

Subject:     INFORMATION REQUEST Descrbtion - Requests assistance in reducing traffic noise in the Village of 
v      RwerMimn Howard County. 

Agency:     MOOT Unit:   DSI 

i- 

RE-DIR6CT   INFORMATION 
if the response to this correspondence should be handled ^V another^wcy, pl^e TOrnpj^e 
imMaSa information andforward the completed farm and the corrsspondenee to the proper 
SlSTSISpyK completed form end send the copy to the unit indicated above. 

Re-Directed to: 

Date:  



10-3OCT 31''9? "10:43PM SHA ADMINISTRATOR 410 333 1586 410*4^^^If t/  H 

MEMBERS OF ROUTE 32 WORK GROUP 
\% 

• 

Chanes B. Adams   ..... 
Director, Office of Environmental Design 
State Highway Administration 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 717 -     - 
Baltimore, Maiyland 21203-0717 

Charles F. Daromens III 
Chief, Development Engineering Division 
Department of Planning &. Zoning 
Howard County 
3450 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City, Maryland 21043 

David E. Forester 
Vice President and Senior Development Director 
Community Development 
The Rouse Company (Parent of HRD) 
10275 Little Patuxent Parkway 
Columbia, Maryland 21044-3456 

River Hill Ad-Hoe Nois* Committee 

Josn Meltzer, Cfta/r 
6308 Mellow Twilight Court 

David Qiaant 
6304 Morning Time Lane 

Dennis Sharp 
6428 Empty Song Road 

Becky Teny 
6305 Morning Time Lane 

Rich Coyle 
6437 Mellow Wine Way 

CraigSass 
6321 Morning Time Una 

David Carlisle 
6333 Daring Prince Way 

BiD Bellamy 
6392 Morning Time Lane 

Nina Kowaisw 
6317 Last Sunbeam Place 

Dr. Mark Cohen 
6621 Forest Shade Trail 

October 1997 
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\ A liECEIVED 
OCT   30 1997 

RECEiVED i!Mrrr^b& SECRETARY 0B»ARTM£NT 
Or. IRANSPORTATIQN 

OCT 2 4 19*7 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE "    " 

October 17,1997 

Honorable Paizis L Gendening 
Governor of Marylzmd 
Stale House 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Dear Governor Giendening: 

I am sending for your information a petition which was recently presented to the Board of the 
Village of River HilL The petition requests that action be taken to identify solutions which will 
reduce traffic noise impacting readents living aeaiby Route 32. 

i. 

In 19&9, a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement was issued relative to the relocation of 
Route 32 between Pindell School Road and Route 108. the findings, of this study indicated that 
several areas would raperience noise levels in excess of the state and Federal standard of 67 
decibels; however, the State nrffe-•* thai noise abatement for River Hill would be the 
responsibility of the developer, since development was occuning after the highway was planned. 
In 1992, consultants for Howard Research and Developmem performed noise studies which were 
requited under Howard County regulanons to forecast future noise levels. State forecasts 
regarding traffic volume were used as inputs to the noise modeling performed by HRD and 
accepted by Howard County. The County later approved a noise mitieation plan. However, the 
County was not overzealous in enforcing its stringent noise requiremsnts. It granted waivers to 
HRD, though there was no formal petition for such waivers nor a formal record of their granting. 

•    . l! 

Relocated Route 32 was opened to traffic in March 1996, Shortly thereafter residents in Pomtere 
Run, a section of River Hill, began rawing eoiaplamts about traffic noise. In response to residents' 
concerns and at the request of the Village Boards the State Highway Administratioa peifoimed 
noise studies in Summer 1996 and presented the findings to residems at a public meeting in 
October 1996. The result was the fonnation of a Work Group comprised of representatives of the 
State, the County, HRD, and River KU. It was hoped that the Work Group would perfonn a 
thorough and serious evaluation of options for noise mitigaiion. Unfortunately, Me progress has 
been made to date. 

The Meeting Room B 6330 Trotter Road, OaiklviJJe, Maiylaad 21029 • 410-531-1749 • Fax: 410-531-1259 
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Honorable Panis I GJenriftning 
Govenxor of Mar^and 
Ottober 17,1997 
Page Two 

Cuirem noise levds, as measured by tbc State Highway Adrinbttatioa. equal or accecdieveb 
predicted by HRDferthe year 2010. la 6ct,tbe noise at several homw^par^«ce^the 
65 dedbel level considered to be acceptable by tbti Comay, aai two of these lots have levds at or 
abovctheStateaxidFedcralthrcaholdof67dedtrU. Moreover,trafficcouitopeifonnedby 
SHA in June 1997 reveal that the current traffic volume exceeds the volume forecasted by the 
State for 2010 and substantially exceeds the vohjme used in the Maryland Department of 
Ti^portation's Draft CoradorRqwrt for Route 32. dated September 1996 and prepared m 
connection with the Maryland Congestion Management System. 

The traffic noise emananng ftom Route32 b a complex issue that involves many parties. While 
hisundearhowtheSmartCkowthle^slationpassedlastyearwinimpadthepotenli^ 
"dualization" of Route 32 west or north of River Hill, it is dear that the current noise problems 
experienced by River H21 residents are due, in part, to imprecise traffic forecasting performed by 
the State (the State grossly underestimated traffic vohanesX devdopment of Pointers Run by 
HRD concuirent with the construction of relocated Route 32; reluctance by the County to enforce 
its stringent noise requiiements;and a complete lack of communicaxion between the State.and 
either ihe County or HRD with iwpect to noise #ad potential mitigation techniques. A real and 
permanent solution for the residents of River HU! must address not only current noise levels, but 
concerns about the direct or indirect noise effects fiom the potential widening of Route 32- 
between Route 108 and 1-70. 

"!v • 

I ask that you carefully consider the endosed petition and the infonnation presented here.] Your 
help in brokering a fair examination and treatment of these matters would be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

0 oLlkfys 
Joshua M-Hettzer 

Board Member 
Chair, Ad Hoc Noise Committee 

Attachments: Petition. 
List of Woik Group Members 
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A-rrAcJhMt)Oi5 ID fbilouy 
REQUEST"FDR 

TO:    WILLIAMS 

FROM:  HELTZER, JOSHUA 

THE SECRBTART'S OTTICC     .  .  i-   . .  / 
MDOT - SHERRY VERNER - MS 255 //J. jVlClf £^ ( <LGtAWln 
PREPARATION OF GpVERNOR'S CORRESPONDENCS  v      ' 7 

LOG DATE: 10/30/97 /jav SERIAL#:  7497 

J DATEJ 10/30/97 

10/17/97 

RE: REQUESTS ASSISTANCE IN REDDCIHC TRAFFIC NOISE 
INT HE VILLAGE OF RIVER BILL - BOHARD CO. 

RESPOND 8Y: 11/06/97 

[ ]  PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE 
CX]  PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE ON BEHALF OF 

GOVERNOR (Note Govftrnor as cc) 
C ]  REPLY DIRECTLY,  ACKNOWLEDGING SECRETARY'S RECEIPT* SHOW 

CC TO SECRETARY 
[ ]  PREPARE RESPONSE FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 
E 3  PLEASE HANDLE AS APPROPRIATE 

FOR USE BY RESPONSIBLE UNIT 

ffrnliojlrhnns,       //-sffi^-^^7 
TO BE 3<BrURKED TO ADMINISTRATOll'S OFHCE BY 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

FOR USE BY ASSIGNED AREA 

RESPONSE PREPARED BY: 4Zl^W(l - ^cJ^'^O -$##*_ 
/^~-\     ^CName / Telephone / Date) 

-• o 
-I CO 

I'. 0 

1 3 ^ 

en 
TYPED BY: 
PROOFREAD BY: 

^.Lp 1 *»/(- 

RECORD OF INTERIM TELEPHONE RESPONSE 

(You can buy yourself some additional tune in prqp 
constituent, eacplaining what's happening, and indie. 
reply. Please fill this partion and mail back the g* 
reply deadline.) 

Name of Person Called:       ' 
Written follow-up will be prepared by:. 

lie, \T-US\. 

The? 

4k C^ 

\U*jften 

(*?    -frfen 

4 

^L,A 
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ROBERT H. KlTTUEMAN 
HOWARO-MONTGOMERY COUNTIES 

MINORITY UEADER 

COMMERCE AND GOVERNMENT 
MATTERS COMMITTEE 

no 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

October 22,1997 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
12^00 ROUTE I OB 

CLARKSVlli-e, MARYLANO   ZIOZS 
4tO-9BB<»ei8;   S0I-BB4-CO20 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 

41 I HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
301-BBB-3401 (WASHINGTON AREA) 
4IO>a4l'3A0| (BALTIMORE AREA) 

2L$fc 
SEMTTO:. '(\AoLm$ 

Mr. Neil Pederson 
Planning and Preliminary Engineering 
Stale Highway! Administration 
707 North Caltert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Dear Mr. Pederson: 

DUETONJP:, U mi 
SIGNATURE BY: Pedc^SeQ 

Enclosed please find a letter from our constituent, Joshua Heltzer, regarding the noise 
impacting the residents of River Hill. We are particularly concerned/ about the possible "imprecise 
iraffic forecasting" of traffic volumes by the State Highways Administration. If noise levels were 
improperly forecasted purchasers were not given a reasonable opportunity to evaluate the impact of 
Route 32 on their,new homes., We would appreciate your investigating this matter and letting us 
know what data :was used.' 

Traffic noise from Rt. 32 is a great concern for many River Hill residents. We have petitions 
requesting "the immediate solution to the excessive noise level being generated from the ever 
increasing high volumes of car and truck traffic" signed by 388 residents and could supply you these 
names and addresses if you would like to communicate with them directly. 

li 

Thank you for your past help with many State Highway matters. We look forward to a 
continued cooperative relationship. 

ShiCereiy, 

Robert U. Flanagan, 
Delegate, District 14B 

RHK/RLF/naf 
Enclosure 
cc:      Joshua Heltzer 

Work Cnroup Members 

Robert H. Kittleman 
Delegate, District 14B 

*• *r  f ^ 
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David L Winstead 

Maryland Department of Transportation \ * *     p^17.wiinams 
State High way Administration I Adamin!srtrator 

May 19,1997 

Mr. Joshua M. Heltzer 
Chair, Ad-Hoc Noise Committee. 
River Hill Community Association 
The Meeting Room ! 

6330 Trotter Road 
Clarksville MD 21029 

Dear Mr. Heltzer: 

Enclosed is the copy you requested, of the consultant's report on the recent 
highway traffic noise measurements conducted in the River Hill community adjacent to 
MD. Route 32, in Howard County. The report includes a summary and discussion of the 
results, as well as maps and diagrams showing the exact locations where each test was 
conducted. 

If you have any other questions or comments, please feel free to call me or any 
member of the Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team at (410) 545-8600. 

Sincerely 

C_—i=^-~-pmnp 
Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 

cc:      Mr, James D. Hade 
Mr. Ken Polcak 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



AMBIENT NOISE MEASUREMENTS 

MD 32 

RIVER HILL COMMUNITY   \ 

HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND 
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cS^y*   v 

February 8,1997 

f;:v r^ z^. rr- nr-.n FH? PNI 

''^   FEB12I99/ 
.i'. • 

v 

; i 

Mr. Charles B., Adams 
Director,1 Office of Environmental Design 
„State Highway Administration' 

flaiiimore. ^viaiviand 2 3: 
>'• 

1203-0717" 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

! am witing to thank you for participating in the River Hill Route 32 Work Group. 

Ahhoiigh \w still wish to explore the benefits and technical feasibility of placing noise 
waik ai: various- ideations, River UilVsAd Hoc Noise Committee appreciates your candor 
regarding;<ujr situation and the potential for State-financed noise walls. We also appreciate your 
willingness toconsider the placement of vegetative buffers at points along the highway. We will 
be seriding you a list of locations we would like to visit and options we would like addressed 
during the Route 32 "walk-through" scheduled for Saturday, February 22 at 9:00 AM. ' 

We hope that both Howard County and Howard Research and Development will work 
cooperatively with us to seek a resolution to our concerns. '       •< 

Sincerely, 

HM)^ 

c: Ad-Hoc Noise Coriimittee   '.:   v    ' -'•; ; 

• L-r)a:^d-Sereonr!Hi^-F:; ^ C0^H^ r-'" 

Senator Ssto^fierMcCabe" "xj;:c:"C; ;- 
Mary Lorsung, County Council 

Joshua M. Heltzer 
Board Member 
Chair, Ad-Hoc Noise Committee 

•&m/& '{>r-q?,tt sx b-jtuns -nv^l ..::-. .?; 
-.•'"i-'•• '•iir^j/r;--^.- uoi'S-&::-::yi[ j-;f, ~\i<i 

• ••_ •.,-!?v;'~; f :;:?j.;;:;;'\:..'- '•'b*;I;X!'lt-' j.-!" 

The Meeting Room • 6330 Trotter Road, Clarksville, Maryland 21029 • 410-531-1749 • Fax: 410-531-1259 
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"    ^ % Maryland Department of Transportation ,        G^^ G,endening 

"^^#   The Secretary's Office ^U . David L Winstead 

# 

Secretary 

i John D. Porcari 
" Deputy Secretary 

October 1, 1997 

Mr. Philip R. Hertz 
10700 Lady Slipper Terrace 
North Bethesda MD 20852 

Dear Mr. Hertz: 

Thank you for your letters to Governor Glendening and Mr. Charles B. Adams, the 
State Highway Administration's (SHA) Director of Environmental Design, regarding noise 
abatement issues in the Timberlawn community.  The Governor asked me to respond on his 
behalf.  I am also responding on behalf of Mr. Adams. 

It is my understanding that, in response to your July 30 letter, representatives from 
SHA met with you and one of your neighbors.   You expressed your concern that SHA had 
cleared vegetation on the community side of the right-of-way fence, and you requested that 
the cleared foliage be replaced.  When the SHA representatives checked this area, they found 
the woods to be very mature, with undergrowth occurring only on the perimeter of the 
woods.  While they saw no evidence that vegetation had been removed on the community 
side of our right-of-way fence, they were able to determine that a survey crew hired by SHA 
was active in the area this past Spring.  That crew put down two l"-3" diameter trees which 
were in a direct line between your house and 1-270.  Since this action opened up your view 
to the highway, SHA has agreed to plant evergreens in the area where the trees were 
removed.  This work will be performed during the Fall planting season. 

After the field visit, SHA staff investigated whether any vegetation had been trimmed 
along 1-270 in the Spring.  They were informed that some branches that were overhanging 
1-270 between the I-495/I-270 split and Grosvenor Lane south of your community had been 
trimmed. 

You also inquired about the reconstruction of the I-270/Old Georgetown interchange. 
As SHA representatives mentioned, the proposed improvements to the interchange were 
under design, but construction is not funded.   You 'also asked SHA to take noise 
measurements on your property.   An SHA representative will contact you within the next 
several weeks to schedule this measurement. 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



Mr. Philip R. Hertz 
Page Two US 

**Ss 

Again, thank you for your letter.  The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to call Mr. Adams at 
(410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Skj^Ll. WMfcd 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, 
State Highway Administration 

Mr. Parker Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

t 
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% 

Mr. Philip R. Hertz 
Page Three 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration '! 

Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
\    Transportation » 
\Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
iNoise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Fred Eisen, OED/LAD/NAT - August 28, 1997 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\FROS0718.PFW      09/04/97 2:34 PM 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration ' 

ill David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

September 2, 1997 

Mr. Jim Hossbach 
10 Hunters Court 
Lutherville MD 21093 

Dear Mr. Hossbach: 

Thank you for your telephone call regarding rtoise issues along 1-83. In particular 
you are concerned over the impact of highway noise on the residents of the Hunt Ridge 
community in Baltimore County. r 

Hunt Ridge is not eligible for a sound barrier because the homes were built after 
the construction of the highway. A copy of SHA's Sound Barrier Community Resource 
Guide, our noise policy and the Highway Traffic Noise brochure from the Federal 
Highway Administration are enclosed for your information. 

I regret that we cannot be of any assistance enforcing laws concerning "gypsy 
truckers" parking on the shoulder of 1-83, in the vicinity of the Genstar plant. I have 
passed on to the Maryland State Police (MSP) your concerns over the safety and noise 
issues raised by the actions of these "gypsy truckers". A representative from the MSP 
has been in contact with you and assures me that they will continue to investigate this 
situation to see if anything can be done to alleviate tile problem. 

Again, thank you for your telephone call. If you need additional information 
regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise 
Abatement Team, who may be reached at (410) 545-8599. 

Jiarles B. Adams 
Director « 
Office of Environmental Design 

end. 

9 
cc:       Lt. C. D. Tyler, Maryland State Police 

iNfo-James-D-HaderNoise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway 
Administration '! 

My telephone number is : .  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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/    mm Maryland Department of Transportation ^L    en en,n9 

The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

|18 John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

October 14, 1997 

Mr. Edward J. Huber, Jr. 
6615 Pheasant Drive I 
ElkridgeMD 21075 

Dear Mr. Huber: * 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise abatement along 1-95.  I share your 
concern over the impact of highway noise on the residents in the Hunt Club Estates and 
Lawyer's Hill communities in Howard County, and I apologize for not having responded to 
you earlier. 

These communities were not previously eligible for a barrier because one could not 
have been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy.  Since then the 
policy, including the cost criterion, has been revised!  The State Highway Administration 
(SHA) is currently evaluating a number of communities to determine whether they are now 
eligible for sound barriers.  Hunt Club Estates and Lawyer's Hill are among the communities 
being evaluated.  We anticipate this work will be completed later this Fall, and a 
representative from SHA will contact you once the results are available. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you have any other questions or concerns, please 
do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, 
who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

ii 

Sincerely, 

Q^faSfr/ 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Man'land 21240-0755 
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W 

Mr. Edward J. Huber, Jr. . I 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon B.ankenship, Secretary, Undscape Architecture Division, State Highway 

M^RibeTRsher District 7 Engineer, State Highway Administntion 
•        Ms! UsUe Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

M?ta£&* Noise Abatement Team Uader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewt'lr., State Legislative Off.cer, Maryland Department of 

M•^! Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of 

M^Ze'S'scWeke, Assisunt to the Secretary, Maryland Department of 

\M^CF0nwilliams, Administrator, StateiHighway Administration 
iNdseCement Team, Environmental Design, State Highway Admm.strafon 

I; 

Drafted by: lames Hade, OED/LAD/NAT - October 6, 1997 

F:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\HUB0906.DLW      10/06/97 9:32 AM 
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EDIDRRfit J- BUBECt, JR. 
6615  Pheasant  Drive 
Eikiidte,   >fD   2i075 

4i08JP.3/5Sj#  2/ 4 

/ 

• 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 
Maryland   Department   of   fTs^sportatioa 
P. 0. Box 8755 
BWI Airport, MD 21240-0755 

Dear   Secretary   Winstead, 

September   15,   1997 

BECEIVED 
SEP ** 

Q^RKTMEKt OF """' 7^P>5 

II  has been  nearly  three  months  siace I  mailed the attached  letter 
and I have bad no acknowledgement that you received it In the e^ent 
the original did not reach you I am wridng again. 

As publisher of our local newspaper, the VIADUCT, and having be^n 
active in local affairs for LODSS time, people often ask questions of 
mc  about what is being plaw>e<i for  the Eltoidge area.  Having  read 
about and  seen  some of the miise briers  being erected around the 
state,   several residents  lave  cuestionad  me  about the possibility | of 
some noise relief along otr 5«^tion of 1-95. ! 

• . •.-. .•   f ..    ;.'!••• 

I note that both Delegates Malone and Murphy have written in 
response to my June 21 letter and ask if you have any plans to    H 
address our concerns in this matter. A reply  would be appreciated. 

Thank you  for your consiileiiition- 

phoac   <A'IO)-'«^ --"•; Tav     ';4i.0)-796-605O 
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EDWIBD X BOBEB, JR. 
6615 Pheasant  Drive 

June  21,   1997        j 

David L. instead 
Secretary * 
Maryland   Department   of   Transportation 
P. 0. Box 8755 I 
Baltimore-Washington    liiternational    Airpon 
Maryland   21240-0755 

Dear   Secretary   Winstead, 

At a meeting of the Maryland Aviation Commission last Septembjer, 
members of tHe BWI Neigabc.rs commine* were asked to report on 
the activities of that Conuame^     As  ifce representative of Elkridge 
in Howard County 1 spoke of the successful relationship we have, 
established with the MAA an* .of JKT*  cooperative Ted Mathison and 
his organization have been m irying io resolve problems that have 
occaired over time.    Duiiag discussions later in the meeting I 
mentioned the fact that i ::ac   noi  expenencsd similar  success  in 
dealing   with   the  State   Highly  Adroinistration   concerning   excessive 
noise from 1-95 in the Elkii4r;.r. area. Vou responded that you would 
be  glad   to  look  into  the  aiarter  since   the, Glendening  Administratjon 
was  committed to resolving noise problems of this type. : j 

•    • ' '*: 

• • •. ' '.•') 

Various   other   commitmclnts • Uve   prevented   me   from   corresponding 
with you and following thrau|t o9!.fci*  ttatter until now. I noticej 
that the June 17th. issue of ifts Kow^ Stw confined an article 4 
about  funding  for nobe  barw:^.:  i.-.1 t!*   mte  including  one  alongr^9S 
in the Arbutus area.    The are* tizte-m the value used as ann 
average  cost per home  in   c^irnjlning.   liie   feasibility  of constructing 
a   noise   barrier  has   been  s/icfonsed.        '•••/       • 

The  area from  the  south Yuaial. Thru^y;. (89ai)   & 3-95   connection  on 
the east side of 1-95  , sotii'.i'ia just nar& of rouw  100, has  been 
monitored for noise several  tinier in tie«past and has always been 
found to be above the allowable noise limit. This is the Elkridge pea 
containing liie neighborhoods of Hunt Club Estates, and Lawyer's kill. 
This area was developed befoce the road was built; and according^ to 
County zoning  density regyladons, bu>.-we have always been  told; that 
we did not qualify because; -of.;>*&-,  ••% ncise waU, was bwlt in the 



• 
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Ttoberview commmat, o» |^t ^^•^Jfc^'^ji** 
hL had the effect of rtflectmg: D«aei cnje lowud; the Hunt aub^ 
^t ^ito, increased ^^^^^1^ 

future. ;... .:;.::_ ;•. •.: 

, to0w that there are mm^-tem^ »?.•»»«*»'£•* "« ^J 
•   •.".• ->,.« h« ««*. bat we lave been patient stoce the road 

'"Tinle ^lv 70's and the ptobleii ha5 intensified. There 
TS? Sn^L ^OtdTof ^ts • Jdi h-Wf areaLdver the n«.{Md should stiU be recoros ni w» . ^ >tesidents.  I «fdl 

present highway noise to ****». f ^ ICSPccts a    vcry P    |j 
place to live. _ f 

Thanlc you for your coaperaaofl. 
.     •.......•-. :';   

! ' Yours Truly, 

R: j: Huber, Jr.      i] 

cc:  Senator Edward Kaseihey^ 
Delegate Elizabeth Bob© 
Ddegate James Malooe 
Ddegate Donald Miiipb> 

••'•r 

>'• v 



.o Man^nd Department of Tmnsporiatkin ^^^ 
The Secretary's Office David L Winstead 

Secretary 

!' John D. Porcarl 
*-) Deputy Secretary 

•v 
December 18, 1997 V 

Mr. George W. Huguely, III 
7221 Armat Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817-2121 

Dear Mr. Huguely: 

Thank you for your recent letters to Governor Glendening and me regarding the 
eligibility of your community for sound barriers on 1-495, east of the 1-270 Spur. The 
Governor asked me to respond on his behalf. 

Funding decisions for highway improvements, including sound barriers, are made 
annually and are presented in the Department of Transportation's Consolidated 
Transportation Program (CTP). This document includes planned improvements over a six 
year period and is finalized each January. The next update of the CTP, for the years 
1998-2003, is in. the final stage of preparation. The funding needs for new sound barriers 
are being evaluated as the CTP is completed!. We have noted your interest in a sound barrier 
for the Longwood community. This barrier, together with our overall transportation needs 
and the availability of funds, will be considered as funding decisions are made for the final 
CTP. 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, Director of Environmental Design for the State Highway Administration, who may 
be reached at 410-5*5-8640 or, toll free, at 1-800-446^5962. 

.Sincerely, 

5avid L. Winstead 
.Secretary   ' 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephona number i* M-IOl- o65-1000 

Toll Frao Numbor 1-888-713-1414 TTY For tho Deaf: (410) 885-1342 
Post Offics Box 8755, BattJmoro/Wathlngton International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



Mr. George W. Huguely,III 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary-, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Desisn 

I  SHA 5 ' 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, SHA 

i 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - December 8, 1997 
SERIAL:       #7662 - DLW/PNG - Replaces #9802 -- DLW 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\HUGU1202.DLW       12/10/97 3:12 PM 
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CCOA«6 w. Hucueuv III 
ceoppRBv A. Husysuy 

LUMBER PRODUCTS 

INVSSTMBNT PROPERTIES 

4424 MONTGOMBRT AVBNUB, SUITB Z04 

BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20814 

,W 

W1—€52-7386 

occ i m 

SECRETARY XHWTIHW 
OF- TRANSPORT/ITKJN 

December 2, 1997 

The Honorable David L. Winstead. Secretary 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202. • 

Reference: Noise barriers, inner loop of 1-495 from 
Bradley Boulevard -to just west; o£ Fernwood 
Road, Bethesda, Maryland, leth District, 
State of Maryland 

Dear Secretary Winstead: 

X have been notified through the Bradley Boulevard Citizens 
Association Board of Directors that the above described segment 
of 1-495 is eligible for noise barriers. This is indeed very 
good news for which we are all very grateful. 

I.respectfully request that the funds for the design and construc- 
tion of noise barriers for the afore mentioned segment be put into 
the 1998 Highway Capital Improvement Budget.  I have also written 
Governor Glendening enlisting his support for funding. I have 
written Couneilaeuber Batty An» Krahnko of Montgomery County 
to request that she support our request for 20% funding from 
Montgomery County towards the design and construction of this 
project. 

Thank you very much for your consideration and your support for 
the necessary funding a* requested. 

truly yours 



GEORGE W.   HUGUELY  III 
GEOFFREY A. HUGUELY \ 

4424 MONTGOMERY AVENUE, SUITE 204 
BETHESDA,  MARYLAND 208 1 4 

LUMBER PRODUCTS 
INVESTMENT PROPERTIES 

301—652-7386 

May 14,   1997 

Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Director, Office of Environmental Design 
SHA 
707 North Calvert street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

I reside at 7221 Armat Drive in Bethesda, Maryland 20817. 
I enclose a copy of two letters that have been received by 
Ms. Marilyn Andrulis, my neighbor at 7220 Armat Drive, relative 
to the noise impact caused by the addition of four (4) new lanes 
to 1-495 having just been completed (noise triangle). 

I am not addressing at this time the noise barrier issue, which 
will hopefully be resolved later this summer, but there exists at 
this time an intollerable problem which can easily be rectified by 
completing the small, area of unfinished paving at 1-270 where it 
intersects with'1-495 (outer loop) south.  I have driven my car 
south on 1-270 to where it intersects the area described above. 
There exists uneven paving, or lack of completion thereof, at this 
point.  A two lane wide bump.  All day and night, each and every 
dump truck and eighteen wheel tractor trailer emits a noise like 
thunder in our neighborhood as the tailgates of the dumps and the 
trailers on the fifth wheels of the tractors thump as they descend 
on the 1-495 inner loop south. It isibad enough to have to contend 
with twelve lanes on I-270/I-495 intersection (noise triangle) 
instead of the old eight lanes, but the addition of this new 
annoyance, which can be easily remedied,,is. not.acceptable._ 

I would request your help in getting the proper agency or 
contractor to complete this paving on I-270/I-495 south as soon 
as possible. 

I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience, 

truly yours, 

Jeorge W. Hugde^y "III 

Enclosures 

cc:  Senator Brian E. Frosh 
Delegate Gilbert J. Genn 
Delegate Marilyn Goldwater 
Delegate Nancy K. Kopp 



\ 
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Maryland Department of transportation 
The Seerataiy's Office 

% 

August 14, 

4108594183;#   1/  1 

J f^ta^^y 

PanlsNiQIendtning 
Qovomor 

David LWInstMd 
8«oi«tary 

John D. Poicari 

997 

Mrs. Maiy Cross Huntley | 
2917 Stanton: Avenue | 
Silver Spring MD 20910 i 

Dear Mrs. Huntley: j 

Thank vou for your recent letters to Governor Glendening and me regarding noise 
abatement issues along 1-495 in the Forest Glen Park apa of Montgomery County. THe 
Governor asked me to respond on his behalf. • 

The Governor and I share your concern about your community and assure you Forest 
Glen Park has never been overlooked by our Noise Atjatement Program. The State Highway 
SX (SHA) is presently evaluating a numbed of ^^^T^^ 
noise impacts, including Forest Glen Park. Once these analyses are finished a pnonty list 
will be established for those communities where noise ibamers are determined to be 
warranted. We anticipate this review will be concluded by the end of this Summer, and we 
will contact you with the results as" thfcy become available. 

•  ' '       •  s. 
Again thank you for your letters. The Govenior appreciates hearing from you, and 

on his behalf,' I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write. If you should 
have any other questions, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Ctote Adani, SHA s 
Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

. ..• *.. ..      ^,.. •.... |.... .~, -   - •     — ••*•• •.- 

Sincerely,,; 

C!i*4'.l.W*itdL 

cc: 

David L. ^instead 
Secretary ] 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration \ .... 

Mr. Parker P. Williams. Administrator. StatelHi^hway Administration 

My telephona number is 410-665-1000 

TTY Fbr the Ooat (410) 885-1342 
Poet Office BocOTSS, BaUmore/Waahkigtart IntemaUonal Airport, Maryland 21240-0765 e 
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__ DECEIVED 
July 27,   1996 — ""^^ ' J^*"* 

Mr-  Oavid L.   Winstead,^-.-•'•"'. 
Secretary of Transportation 
P.   0.   Box 87SS 
BUZ Airport,  MO 21240 ^UsPORTATlON 

Dear Mr. Winstead: 

We purchased a house in the Forest Glen Park neighborhood in 
19S3  At that time the community was quiet and serene. Yes, 
there was a "glen" where flora and fauna abounded and it was a 
pleasure to live here. 

Unfortunately, the construction of the Beltway took away the 
glen, as well as the peace and quiet that We once enjoyed-  Of 
course. We had to accept the Beltway although we felt that the 
segment between Georgia and Connecticut Avenues was poorly 
located and would create a driving nightmare and hazard as well 
as having a severe negative impact on our home—and experience 
has proved us to be correct. 

Even when the Beltway was finished, it did not have the 
detrimental and unhealthy impact that it has today- The Beltway 
now carries more traffic, larger and ..noisier trucks, and it is 
closer to our residences because of widening. To ameliorate the 
noise, we note that barriers are being constructed in most areas 
where the highway has invaded and the noise has impacted 
existing recidervfcial areas. 

We no longer can en^oy our cheriahed ou-bdoor living 
environment!  We would like to see some action on the part of 
tho Maryland Department of Transportation to remedy a wrong that 
was perpetrated on us when the Beltway was constructed. 

Why has our neighborhood been overlooked in the noise 
abatement program? We would appreciate your assistance seeking 
some answers and some positive action. 

Sincerely yours. Sincerely yours,   c 

Mary cross Huntley 
2917 Stanton Avenue 
Silver Spring, MO 20910 
C301) SS9-20S0 
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* Parris N. Glendening 

Maryland Department of Transportation f 
Governor 

State Highway Administration \ A      ^winstead 

July 11, 1997 
Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mr. David Hussong 
Ms. Amy R. Hussong " 
8215 Stone Trail Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Mr. Hussong and Ms. Hussong: * 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding highway traffic noise along 1-495 in the 
Carderock Springs community in Montgomery County.  I certainly appreciate your concern 
and want to give you an update on the progress of our work on this issue as it relates to 
Carderock Springs. 

A number of communities have been identified in Montgomery County which are 
affected by traffic noise. We are looking at all communities in the 1-270 spurs and 1-495 
"noise triangle" to evaluate those areas, in light of our new noise policy, that pre-date the 
original highways and those which do not pre-date the highways. These analyses will be 
completed by the end of Summer. i. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Bi Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

>arker F. Wi 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



'* Mr. David Hussong 
!jmk        Ms. Amy R. Hussong 
W        July 11, 1997 

Page Two 

bcc:   /Mr. James D. Hade, Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak, Noise Abatement Team, •, SHA 

•<*« 



Maryland Department of Transportation] 
State Highway Administration 

sfr David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

July 3, 1997 

Mr. Adrian Irby 
9585 Glen Oaks Road 
Columbia, MD 21046 

Dear Mr. Irby: < 

Thank you for your phone call earlier this week. As you requested I am sending you a 
copy of the new noise policy, a copy of our letter to Mr. McCoy and a copy of the noise analysis 
included in the Final Environmental Impact Statement approved in July of 1977 (also included 
is the number of proposed lanes-pages 6 & 7). 

Once again thank you for your interest in the noise program. If you have any questions 
please call me at (410) 545-8598. 

Sincerely; 

\ '^ \) 

ao 

Fred Eisen 
Project Manager 
Noise Abatement Team 

E:/cooresp/l997/c1rafts/irt>ytran.cioc 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Ms. Sabina-JaGobsDn ^=, 
Mr. Robert Jacobson 
7505 Shadywood Road 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Ms. and Mr. Jacobson: I1 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise abatement along 1-495. I share your 
concern over the impact of highway noise on the residents of the Burning Tree Estates 
community in Montgomery County. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) is in the final stages of a comprehensive 
review of the 1996 Noise Policy. As soon as these analyses are finished, we will establish a 
priority list for those communities where it is determined that noise barriers are warranted. 
The review is taking longer than hoped,, but should be completed soon. A member of our 
noise team will contact you with the results as they become available. I have enclosed is a 
copy of a brochure that will provide more information about the noise policy. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or, toll free, at 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Wihstead 
Secretary 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 



Ms. Sabina Jacobson 
Mr. Robert Jacobson 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. SharonBlankenship, Secretar^T^ondscapeArehitectitreDivision, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Adnnnistratoiv-SHA. 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, MDOT 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, MDOT, Serial #10030 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District 3 Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District 3 Engineer, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- January 8,1998 

SERIAL:       #10030 - OED1289 

E:\CORRESP\1998\DRAFTS\JACO0102.DLW     1/8/98 1:14 PM 
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January-? T^IW'B* 

Mr. David Minstead, Secretary 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
PO Box 8755 

•EWI Airport, MD.21'240-a?S5 

REGEIVEE 
4AN    5 1998 

'ARV D6PARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION 

Dear Mr. Hinstead: 

He are among the homeowners whose properties abut the 1-495 
beltway outer loop between Bradley Boulevard and River Road in 
Bethesda. It is our understanding from our Delegate Mark Shriver 
that Governor Glendening intends to make a decision eoneerning 
the funding of new noise barriers within ten working days. We 
strongly urge you to see to it that our area is included among 
those designated to receive new barriers. 

As emphasized by our Delegate Mark Shriver during his recent 
meeting with you, strong reasons for noise barrier construction 
in our area arise from: 

•The recent expansion to 11 lanes (made necessary by the 
ever-increasing beltway traffic flow) of the segment of 
1-495 adjacent to our neighborhood which accompanied %he 
addition of the new KOV lanes in the nearby 1-270 spur, and 

• The greatly increased and unbearable sound level of the 
beltway traffic due to sound reflsetions from the noise 
barriers which were added on the 1-495 inner loop, directly 
across from us. 

Our lives have been severely impacted by the increased 
noise— we have been bypassed several times'in the past, and new 

• is the time when this area is among those whose need is most 
urgent.. i 

Sincerely 

Sablna and BSbert Jacobson 
7505 Shadywood Road 
Bethesda, MD 20817 
(301)469-6212 



Philip Troll 
SHAADM.DAustin, IHeline, SBlankenshi^) " 
January 8, 1998 (Thursday) 10_:19am * 
QUESTIONS :,#7V7 4.6 -- #7768_^_ #10030 

Hel-lo^folks Got some questions about some recent^cqrrespondence.. 

^sretponded to under #7717 on--l2/3 0/97^^-—, #7746 due 1/9/98 was 
Kill it or what? 

-sS^23M-^^}-J9/.L8 was already responded to imd^^^g^l^OT^^/^iV'^^^rJ 
Kill it", r^eal^i,e^a^what? 

#10030 due 1/6/98 was just received here 1/8/97 — Obviously we won't be meeting that due 
date -- After I finish sending this I'll start work on a response, but... Ideas? 
Opinions ? 

CC: TEAM 



MBt 

1 j. David L. Winstead 

lifyrylandDe^rtmentofmnsportation M       ~ w.||iams 
State Highway Administration f i Administrator 

October 15, 1997 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jacobson 
7505 Shadywood Road |i 

Bethesda, MD 20817 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Jacobson: j 

Thank you for you interest in our noise abatement program. As you requested, please 
find enclosed copies of the results of the noise level testing for Dwight Drive and Cindy Lane. 
I've also included a copy of the related noise testing done along Glennon Drive. 

Regarding the studies for Dwight Drive, and Cindy Lane, Exhibit 1 shows a compilation 
of the continuous 15-minute noise level values collected during our test, and a composite hourly 
average noise level (labeled "Hourly Leq"). The shaded values are those at 66 decibels (dBA) 
or above. A graphical depiction of the same data is shown at the bottom of Exhibit 1, and 
includes a comparison with the impact threshold level of 66 dBA. Also enclosed are our field 
data sheets for each of the three additional "short-term" noise level tests (location diagram, time, 
etc.), and the actual printouts of the noise level data for bach test. On the printouts, I've 
highlighted the average (Leq) noise level related to each attached datasheet. Exhibit 2 contains 
the same information for the testing done on Glennon Drive. A three page information package 
of explanatory notes that more fully explains all the data shown on the data printouts is also 
included. 

Our intent when we measure noise is to determine the period or periods during the day 
when noise levels are the highest. We make this determination by performing a continuous 24 
hour measurement and a series of short term measurements. The 24 hour data shows when noise 
is highest and how the levels fluctuate throughout the day. Short term measurements are 
compared to the 24 hour data and adjusted according to the peak noise levels, sampled during the 
same time period, as shown in the 24 hour measurement. 

Your community was not previously eligible for a barrier because one could not have 
been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy.  Since then the policy 
including the cost criterion has been revised. The State Highway Administration (SHA) is 
evaluating a number of communities to determine whether they are now eligible for sound 
barriers. Yours is one of those communities. We anticipate we will have this work completed 
this Fall, and an SHA representative will contact you once the results are available. 

My telephone number is _*_  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

i 



\ 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jacobson 
Page Two 

Again, thank you for your interest. A copy of SHA's noise policy is enclosed for your 
information. If you should have any other questions on this matter, please do not hesitate to call 
me at (410) 545-8600. 

Sincerely 

Noise Abatement Team 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 
cc:      Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jacobson 
Page Three 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Landscape Architecture Division, State 
Highway Administration 

Drafted by: , OED/LAD/NAT --, 1997 - Serial # NAT1289 
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Maryland Department of Transportation aft 
The Secretary's Office l   i   ' 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor —• 

The Secretary's Office \ I' • David L Wkistead 
Secretary 

June 17, 1997 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

Mr. Jorgen Jensen 
8216 Tally Ho Road 
Lutherville MD 21093 

Dear Mr. Jensen: 

Thank you for sending me a copy of your recent letter to Senator Barbara A. 
Hoffman regarding a sound barrier for the Heatherfield, Seminary Ridge and Fields at 
Seminary communities.  In your letter, you expressed concern about the extent of the sound 
barrier being considered by the State Highway Administration (SHA).  I want to assure you 
it is the intent to provide a barrier that reduces the noise at those residences in your 
communities which are expected to have future noise levels at 66 decibels and above. 

Based upon the most recent analysis by SHA, a barrier is proposed that will extend 
past the eastern comer of the Valley Presbyterian Church.  This would provide a barrier that 
overlaps the church building, which acts as a barrier today reducing the spread of noise from 
the beltway in the vicinity of Joppa Road.  I understand you have spoken with Mr. Charles 
B. Adams, Director, Environmental Design, of SHA since the June 4 community meeting 
and that you feel this^will adequately address the concerns you have raised.   As the detailed 
engineering for the barrier is developed, SHA representatives will discuss these with the 
community to ensure your concerns are fully addressed. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need any additional information regarding 
this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Adams, who may be reached at 
410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       The Honorable Barbara A. Hoffman, Senate of Maryland 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number Is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 

I 



Mr. Jorgen Jensen 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. James Hade, Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Dave Malkowski, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

IfeECEIVEl 
rm of   inr-1 

C j,i vED 
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3211 Tally Ho 8oad 
Lutherville, MD.  21093 

rt, 1997 

Mr. Davia L. winstead, swretw ^ 
Maryland Departnent of Transportation ^$Cb2&r«8s£ 
P.O. BOX 8755 ^-enStt^fiK?**-- MX Airport, MD 21240-0755 S^^^S^ 

Dear Secretary Winstead: 

P?1   MQlftft ffffrier  on friftl?  PfJ^fci^fT*  B^ltwaV 

^^lAeina & CODV of a letter to senator Hoffman. You may I am enclosing a copy j»i® *•-     lono time ago with you and 
remember a couple of Mttfcqp m,bj* a^>ng ^Jf 4   thefletter 

Sr^i *S£•^S*t?v5JSir from Thornton to Jo^PPa^Roads. 
£ JSif ?^ will Mt be necessary to have more arguing on this 
"•JSTJL i?it S?i« west a meeting with you to restate our 
SSffioSf Wfp2rtSU^-S the June fth presentation by SH*. 

very truly yours^ 

^Jorgen Jensen, -^/^f 
410*296-1154 

t 
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8S16 Tally HO Road 
Luthervillc, HD. 21093 
way 26, 1997 

(?s D^ 

Senator Barbara Hoffajan 
6615 Reistertown Road, Suite 301 
Baltimore. MD 21215-21603 

m 

Dear Senator Hoffman: 

_,„   fc .   - _   J. -aana we will have to revisit the issue of 
the „^«b•«^Uiyirt^tU«^ brought to a «tiSfaet*ry 
solution a long time ago. 

At . »«ting with th. invew.* ^•f £-« ^^US 
SHA presented their d«M.9n or plw for th. Mrri^ bJeler 
eonstejnation we fo^d out, '"/Jj,^^•!S^SJtheir efforts 
falls *« ^^^i^^f^^'STtoe uriaerrtandin? that th. 

use, as you well kno". deeply appreciated. 

Bow it ...» that the SHX U ^Jjft*!^ ^S^S. S 
ni=k.l-an4-di»i^ « *or ^"^ml SdSf£l to^r'lnto 
SS t^»atto?"gSe Winr^ttoS* we ar. «UJJ»S**» 
^e«~ a^fv«'4S«,J. da" — analyeM .ure nMd^ to support 
our ease* 

Knowing your strong eupport intM f^ «« oom»iUe|WUld 
requeet tha^yov.-rangeJjJg^^giS^^"^* i^i'th. 
iLS ?irSr^lol«^i^t0^yPtdaiti0nBl Jtlf and ensuing 
bickering. . : 

very truly yoursfr 

john s. singleton 
Ttie Fields ate Se^nary 

rrgen Jeiocn 
Heatnerfield 

ite Abraham 
seminary Ridge 

/ c.c: David L. winstead. Secretary of Transportation 

^u 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

December 19, 1997 V 
ft 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mrs. Nancy Johnson 
849 Kellogg Rd. 
Lutherville, MD 21093-4818 

Dear Mrs. Johnson: 

On December 17,1997 Dan Witt and myself visited you to negotiate a solution to 
the landscaping issues relative to the original right of entry agreement. 

We agreed to: 
1. Rework the back-side of the berm to minimize it and the swale as much as possible 

within the confines of the existing proj ect. 
2. Erect a temporary construction fence to keep the dogs out of the mud during the 

winter followed by a sod planting in the spring, 
3. Plant a row of Leyland Cypress 6' on center 4' away from the wall across the back, 
4. Plant two male hollies at the east comer of the yai;d. 

p 

We said that we could not cut the existing berm down, that we could minimize 
the swale by reshaping the back of the mound and completing the top soil operation. 
Technical note: the final elevation of the bottom of the swale on the East end of the yard 
will be higher than the lowest part of the back yard, so a proposal to remove the berm 
entirely would cause all drainage to flow into your back yard and pond, which we teel 
would be unacceptable. 

It is our understanding that you seemed satisfied with this proposal. If you have 
any questions please feel free to call me at 410-545-8599. 

Sincerely 

Jim Hade, RLA 

CC:     Dan Witt 
Joe Vervier 
Steve Garmer 
Fred Eisen 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Mary/and Department of transportation 
State Highway Administration • 

>' 

David L.Winstead 
oacratary 

Parker F. Wi||iams 

Administrator 

DATE: ^k/JvfZ 
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

DESIGN — Noise Abatement Design 
andAnaiysis Section 

TO: 
AME/I 

MSfrr\ /^ 

FROM 

(NAME/OFFICE/TELE 

(NAME/QOFFICEldrELEPH 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES: 
.(Including Cover Sheet) 

ELEPHONE) 

Please forward this transmittal to the appropriate person as soon as possible.  If you 
have any problems with this transaction, please call our office at (410) 545-8641   The 
telephone number for the FAX machine at State Highway Administration's Office of 
Environmental Design is (410) 209-5003. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

AgljrriONAL WORMATION/COMMENTS: 

eWfrt\ 

i    J / " III 
My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Sen/ice for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 717 . Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street . Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration i 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

December 5, 1997 

Mr. Robert L. D. and Mrs. Joyce H. Jones 
4203 Canterbury Way 
Temple Hills MD 20748 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Jones: 

Thank you for forwarding me a copy of your recent letter and 36 petitions to Senator 
Gloria Lawlah regarding sound barriers for the Temple Hills community along 1-495 in Prince 
George's County.  I am sending you this letter to bring you up to date on the progress of our 
comprehensive review of the 1996 Noise Policy. 

Your community was not previously eligible for a barrier because one could not have 
been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy.  That policy has been 
revised and the State Highway Administration (SHA) is in the final stages of a statewide 
review to determine those communities that may be eligible for a sound barrier.  Yours is one 
of those communities. The review should be completed by the end of this year.  A member of 
our noise abatement team will contact you with the results when they become available. 

Again, thank you for your interest. If you should have any other questions on this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement Team, who 
may be reached at (800) 446-5962 or directly at (410) 545-8599. 

cc: 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

The Honorable Gloria Lawlah, Member, Senate of Maryland 
Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Mr. Robert L. D. and Mrs. Joyce H. Jones A 
Page Two tyP 

bee:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
j Transportation 

JMT. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- November 25, 1997 
Serial #CBA-DIRECT < <  Letter accompanied by 36 petitions  > > 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\JONE1030.CBA      12/02/97 10:01 AM 
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TO: MR CHARLES B. ADAMS, DIRECTOR -. 
OFFICE OF ENVIROMENTAL DESIGN 
STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
BALTIMORE, MD. 21203-0717 

DEAR MR. ADAMS: 

MY NAME IS ROBERT L.D. JONES, I HAVE TALKED TO YOU OVER THE PHONE 
AND THIS IS TO LET YOU KNOW JUST WHAT I HAVE DONE ON THIS SOUND BARRIER 
ISSUE THAT I TALKED TO ABOUT. THANK YOU AGAIN, AND I HOPE WHEN I HEAR FROM YOUR 
OFFICE IT WILL BE GOOD NEWS 

li 
SINCERELY, 

frtyt 6^^|^\ yn 

• 



TO SENATOR GLORIA LAWLAH 

SUBJECT: INSTALLATION OF SOUND BARRIER 

SENATE LAWLAH MY NAMES IS ROBERT L.D. JONES, I LIVE AT 4203 CANTERBURY WAY 
TEMPLE HILLS MARYLAND. MY HOME IS BETWEEN EXIT 4 & 7 (BRANCH AVENUE AND 
ST BARNABUS ROAD) OFF OF INTERSTATE 495.1 HAVE TALKED WITH YOUR OFFICE ABOUT 
THE EXCESSIVE NOISE, AND AIR POLLUTION WE RECEIVE FROM THE INTERSTATE. I HAVE ALSO 
CALLED MR CHARLES B. ADAMS OFFICE TO CHECK AND SEE IF THERE WAS ANY THING ON THE 
TABLE FOR MY AREA HE TOLD ME THE BEST WAY WAS TO GET MY NEIGHBORHOOD INVOLVED. 
WELL I HAVE DONE JUST THAT, I RECEIVED THIS LETTER FROM YOUR OFFICE AND I MADE A 
HUNDRED AND FIFTY COPIES A LONG WITH A QUESTIONNAIRE FOR MY NEIGHBOR TO FELL OUT 
AND RETURN TO ME. I'M SENDING YOU COPIES OF THESE LETTER TO LET YOU KNOW THAT WE 
ALL FEEL THE SAME. I HAVE HAD ALL MY WINDOW, DOORS, AND BAY-WINDOW CHANGED TO 
CUT DOWN ON THE NOISE COMING INTO THE HOUSE AND I STILL HEAR THE NOISE AT NIGHT. 
DURING THE SUMMER WHEN YOU CAN OPEN THE WINDOW, YOU CAN'T GO TO SLEEP WITH 
THEM OPEN FOR THE LOUD NOISE COMING FROM THE INTERSTATE AND LORD HELP US IF THERE 
IS AND ACCIDENT OUT THERE, THEN YOU JUST ABOUT FORGET ABOUT SLEEPING THAT NIGHT. 
I KNOW THIS COST MONEY TO HAVE THESE WALLS PUT IN, BUT THE HUNDRED AND THIRTY 
FOUR HOMES IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD DESERVE TO BE LOOKED AT. THAT IS WHY I ASKED 
THE QUESTION ABOUT TAXES/VOTING MEANING THAT OUR DOLLAR IS PAYING FOR OTHER 
THINGS IN THE STATE, ALL WE WANT FOR A CHANGE IS SOME OF IT TO BE SPENT MAKING OUR 
LIFE BETTER, IN THIS WE ARE ASKING FOR YOUR HELP. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO COME AND TALK 
TO US I HAVE CHECKED THE TEMPLE HILLS COMMUNITY CENTER AND WE CAN GET A MEETING 
AREA ON WEDNESDAY, ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS LET ME KNOW SO I CAN GET THE WORD OUT 
TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD AND WE CAN MEET. SENATOR WE NEED YOUR HELP IN GETTING THIS 
PUSHED IF YOU NEED TO CALL ME MY PHONE NUMBER IS 301-894-2709 AND MY WIFE NAME IS 
JOYCE H JONES JUST INCASE YOU CALL AND I'M OUT. THANK YOU FOR TAKEN THE TIME OUT 
TO READ THIS LETTER THANK YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION OF THIS MATTER 

SINCERELY 

• 

• 



s 

HELLO! MY NAMES IS ROBERT L.D. JONES AND I AM YOUR NEIGHBOR. I LIVE 
AT 4203 CANTERBURY WAY- THE HOUSE AT THE BOTTOM OF THE HILL. I WROTE 
A LETTER TO MR CHARLES B. ADAMS, DIRECT, OFFICE OF ENVIROMENTAL DESIGH, 
STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION TO INQUIRE ABOUT WHAT COULD I DO AS A TAXPAYER 
TO HAVE A SOUND BARRIER PLACED ON THE SIDE OF 95 BETWEEN EXITS 4 AND 7.1 WAS TOLD 
THAT, IF WE SPEAK AS ONE VOICE TO SENATOR LAWLAH, THEN OUR CHANCE WOULD BE 
MUCH BETTER. THE BEST WAY IS TO LET HER KNOW THAT WE ALL WANT AND NEED THIS 
FOR OUR NEIGHBORHOOD AND TO INCREASE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR YOUR SELF, 
HOME AND YOUR FAMILY. 

PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AS THOROUGHLY AS YOU CAN. 

NAME:^?^ v / / . 0. j* T^JZ   M ^, 

ADDRESS: 4QA? {'.**&'*£*fit   ItJsl V 

ARE YOU A REGISTERED VOTER?     lA? S  

HOW MANY OTHER REGISTERED VOTER RESIDE WITH YOU?      -^S ,  

ARE YOU A BONAFIDE TAXPAYER? y&S j 

HOW MANY OTHER TAXPAYER RESIDE WITH YOU?        Jg&t®    T'J, ^•^j^ 

DO YOU AGREE THAT THERE IS AND EXCESSIVE AMOUNT OF NOISE COMINE 
FROM THE INTERSTATE? y<S.X f.l/-*** S>r7is*jj 

USING A SCALE OF 1-10 (10 BEING THE HIGHEST), WHAT NOISE LEVEL WOULD YOU 
SAY COMES FROM THE INTERSTATE? /O   P/aS      i 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE A SOUND BARRIER PLACED BETWEEN YOUR HOME AND 
THE INTERSTATE TO BLOCK SOME OF THE NOISE. '*/**:'* 

'ttrvt^        SIGNATURE Dfiff^g^   ffi-\a}?L£& 

PRINTED NAME   QOHCg    ft . ~laAl£S 

SIGNATURE J^SU. aSLo *   H4c^Q^^^ .SIGNATURE IjCy^ P^C^ ^^^ ^O 0 

PRINTED NAMES LQU^', <» V W    llo [ la^AU PRINTER NAME TQM VA    M OLLQ WAY 

I WILL BE PICKING THE SURVEYS UP ON FRIDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 17, BETWEEN 7-8 P.M.. 
'IT WOULD HELP ME TREMENDOUSLY IF YOU WOULD PLACE THE SURVEY ON YOUR MAILBOX 
BETWEEN THE FLAG OR HANGING OUT OF THE OPEN SLOT ON THE DOOR IF YOU HAVE ONE. 
IN CASE YOU FORGET TO DO SO, YOU MAY PLACE THE SURVEY IN MY MAILBOX., HOPEFULLY, 
TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE. THANK YOU FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE. 

ato 





• 

j ^ NOISE   INQUIRY  CHECKT.T.gT ^\(FJ 

DATE   fioXv-ffiff FILE?   Y/N 

CUSTOMER'ID.   #             /3g7                 :   RECEIVED  ST^L^Tto // 

NAME 'fo9ff<^0f~~        {ZTbrtZf}  

(include  zip 

DAY  TELEPHONE     ^^^'j^^S {mRK  ,   H0ME) 

OTHER TELEPHONE       3d/ ' jty^'£&)<? 

***   INQUIRY INFORMATION SUMMARY *** 

HIGHWAY NAME   /  ROUTE  NO.        T' jtyj   /^ - ?5  

COMMUNITY  /  AREA NAME ^^f/g    h^^rO.   S'--foyf, /^ 

LOCATION ALONG HIGHWAY Z-ftf fa.} <&*L^    ^f 4  tty  £ 

SUMMARY OF   INQUIRY ^ 

***   FOLLOW-UP   *** 

DATE  'BY 

***   REFERENCE   FILES   *** 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration " 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

July 3, 1997 

Mr. Surinder K. Juneja 
President For the Residents of Timberlawn South and' 
Tuckerman Walk Homeowner's Association 
10734 Pine Haven Terrace !: 
N. Bethesda MD 20852 

Dear Ms. Juneja: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise abatement issues along the 1-270 
East-spur in Montgomery County. In particular, you are concerned about highway noise 
emanating from 1-270 adjacent to the Timberlawn community. 

A new noise abatement policy was adopted in December of 1996 arid we are now 
reviewing a number of areas to determine if they are eligible for noise barriers under this 
new policy.  The East Spur of 1-270 is one of these areas.  We anticipate that the studies will 
be completed by the end of the summer and will get back to you with the results. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you have any other related questions, comments 
or concerns, please do not hesitate to call Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental 
Design at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

[J Parker F. Williams 
\   Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design 

r* t 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street •Baltimore. Maryland 21202 
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b Mr. Surinder K. Juneja • M 
July 3, 1997 
Page Two " 

bcc:    The Honorable Constance Morella, Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
'Mr. James D. Hade, Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, Landscape Architecture 

Division 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Prepared by James Hade and Fred Eisen 
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Timberlawn South/Tuckerman Walk Homeowner's Association 
I •   . 

June 9, 1997 

Mr. Parker Williams 
SHA, Administrator 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore Maryland 21201 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

In the May 28,1997 edition of the figtligsda (gazette, an article appeared indicating that 
«nUnd harriersThave been approved for the area surrounding St. Mark's Church (on the east spur 
Sd up^^<SK£SXX. However, the Church has also indicated that they do not wan 
"^SlndbSTL a SHA^keswoman indicat^i that the -^^^ 
somewhere   else'       WB.    T^E    SSfflffK^ n^nxvu^^'   ^ 

gQ^TTT/TTTCKEFMAN W^iF. ¥WP TWF SQUND BARRIERS!!? j 

As vou may be aware, since 1991, our iresidents, along with other neighbpring and 
concerned twpayers, have lobbied long and hard for sound barrios beWnd the ^omw on toe 
SSSSfflSSm InApril, 1991 the countyftestedtoe ^el l^e b^n4t^^on 
Pine Haven Terrace and the stretch of the east spur of Interstate 270 up to St. Marie ?/psoyKnan 
Chmch At thSa, the decibel level was well over the accepted level of 66 decibels (m some 
nS JtSS^O•1^ From a practical standpoint, the sound barriers are a necessity for a 
?iLonaSe quaUw ofm Not only was the noise higher than the accepted decibel level four years 
Ito- 3i7no?s?hS increased as the traffic on the cast spur has increased, ^id, it wiU cpntmue to 
£& "£ rcads ^xp^ded to increase vehicle capacity. This has had a negative impact on 
the value as well as the sale of the homes in the neighbouihood. 

While Church members feel th?the bairie* are not a^^^,^^*^?^ 

StgudeS ou? go^uni^ndTti ^idente. As a Jge group of «^»^ 
Siding ovt? $2 million in tax ivenues, with homes that have "^^SJgSSS 
1500,000, we have all watched the value of our individual homes and of thecommumty detenorate 
as noise has increased. 

necessitating the erection of the barriers. Wft yoncwr with m* * fmumtm ragmuyt 
thA ffftnstrMction of sound barriei^ 
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Mr. Parker Williams * ^ 
Administrator 
SHA 
June 9,1997 

The members of this community, strongls^rge you to place ?°^fB^
s

m^f^ 
communities backing to the east spur of Interstate 270. Our community invites you to meg^h us 
a?mofour Board meetings. #e are also happy to accommodate your scheduk m gm[an 
ap^riate time to meet reg^ding this important matter in a forum conducive to open discussion. 

On behalf of the community, I look forward to hearing from you in the near future and to 
the oDDbiSmS to sclSe a personal or community meeting with you. In the meantime, we invite 
^u to S^the co^umTand to "hear for yourself our concerns. If you require, or desue, 
SL3^SXTffiimentation to tJL* '"S'S^ ^ fesltatep0 let "* knSw. icanbeieachedatmyoffice(7O3)61O-2921ormyhome0Ol)468-6811.        | 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Cordially, 

/L 
SurmderK.3uneja V1)/?*? ^ 
^ftiSResidents of Timberlawn Soikh and Tucteman Walk Homeowner's Association:! 
10734 Pine Haven Terrace j 
N. Bethesda, MD 20852 * 

cc:      Paris F. Glendenning 
Constance Morella 
Charlie Watkins 

f 
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% 

Name Address Phone Signature 

Aj3^k^_te]&^^ —attsJttiSfli! 

KJI^ * .Pl^r^ Lwcl,    ^ fi tf- Terr.       fr\)nD-M  l^ 4^ 

•,M»M»»MMMM1 I'•-'"»•** •••!    I   ••••nillBMI — •— II ^    I—— — w — —^.—! .— 

^Mi-^^^^^^—-— ^   „ 

(t.-4-A  '0 l^gifeiantlLx.—-S2Li2£L£d± 

^t 

OAA^V 
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Name Address Phone t $ 

IkL^^M^^^^JJ^^ '3oj.J3hcz 
[•L'l^^.^aiis^LL 

'baKM. Waq*Aa^foi\c.i>dL      1^.1^3.    Plpetiaj&XMito 2*>'Mr 

Jo* &Y}tj-u 
"Sw^M-t. K J^u 

. i 
Jtc^- ̂  

»' i i'l /JOS' 

^730 ^'/.c // •/< «/V\ 
—-sr^*"  

 ^ —T—-1  

£(1(CT   fLoTK/Kt !Ql/(> fftJt H/t-sM Ivfo.      tel'2 WUc        ^^L /t^/ 

[07^— 1 
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Name Address Phone Signature    __ 

b-VM^ihw     Jrp? Viler,*U 2<>h?}*o 

^toai^iaBL—fiaciuft^^ 
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% 
Name 

r^ 

Address Phone 

f      a* c 

Signiture        P 

i^y . T*— 

)teJ 
*fc 

r^4t-cc.v^ A? J^A- w., ie'ye't Axt- fcl'&t lof- 
•o>, 

7\ 

_       ^e/2?/b 
l^&O •' 'CfrHyQQ lc(^7^^^u^Jmi-oznf± 

9iU^ /o! f ./c^v - /yWi;; 7^>,   G*oqgt-m8 

jOGDl    AfrY \V*AL^t*wt      q^^^ 

m H» fiMLJ^^^MiM:2M. 
K-^X Cji^^ in* *>& fe^ T^ 

^^ i fjrrJ' \010IF M^ H«I/W T*/w   ^/> id^^l rf^g- 

djL^fefe&C ^ 
///) ^//>A j>M l/l // A>&tf MfrmfiJ- 7t/^fe^£ae££kidJlh^6162 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office j 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

September 8, 1997 

Mr. Arthur Kahn 
2 Cove of Cork Lane 
Annapolis MD 21401-1008 f 

Dear Mr. Kahn: 

Thank you for your letter regarding noise abatement along US 50.  I share your 
concern over the impact of highway noise on the residents of the Riverview Manor 
community in Anne Arundel County. 

Your community was not previously eligible for a barrier because one could not have 
been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy.  Since then the policy 
including the cost criterion has been revised.  The State Highway Administration (SHA) is 
currently evaluating a number of communities to determine whether they are now eligible for 
sound barriers.   Yours is one of those communities.  We anticipate we will have this work 
completed this Fall, and a representative from SHA will contact you once the results are 
available. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410t545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

cc: 

QfoJaf 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration s • 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

# My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 ® 



Mr. Arthur Kahn i P 
Page Two 1 

bcc:     Ms. Donna Austin, Secretary, Office of the Administrator, SHA (Ser. no. 7070) 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape'Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

(Ser. no. 7070) 
gSoise.ASatement learnt SHA I 

# 



t August, 1997 4UG 1 4 1W 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 
The Honorable Governor Partis N. Glendening 
State House 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

The Honorable Michael flusch 
151 Lowe House Office Bldg. 
6 Governor BUdea Blvd 
Annapolii,MD 21401 

L| b^ 

RECEIVE? 
WJO   211997 

SECRETARY UEPAKTMEHTl 
Of TRANSPORTATION 

The Honorable John C. Astle 
Presidential Wing 
James Senate Office Building 
Annapolis. MD 21401 

The Honorable Vusina Clagett 
The Honorable Phillip Bissett    . 
212 Lowe House Office Bldg. 
6 Governor Bladen Blvd 
Aiuapohs, MD 21401 

% 

Dear Govanor Glendening and District 30 Representatives: 

During the planning phase of the Route SO widening and bridge construction project, 
representatives from the SHA visited our community of Lindamoor and briefed us on the 
environmental impact that the project would have on our communiiy. Our officers, at the time, 
questioned the SHA representatives on the eatinrare of the proposed traffic increase and 
specifically addressed both the increase in heavy commercial truck traffic as well as our concern 
over the attended increase in noise. We were told of minor increases in traffic and a small 
increase in road-generated noise. 

Since thai time, the project has been completed and the increase in truck traffic is not only 
greater than anudpated but, by its nature, occurs haavlly during th« evexang end early morning 
hours (Le -on a 24-lurar continuous bans) Hie road noise associated with the reality of the new 
traffic patterns on Ri. 50 are significantly greater than expected and exceed the maximums for 
residential living. As a. resuh, our quality of life has been, adversely afiected. 

Accordingly, we request that the State initiate planning and budgeting activities to install 
appropriate sound barriers from the west side of the RL 50 bridge to the Bestgate Road exh as 
pan of your 1998 fiscal planning. 

Sinoerdy, 

Lindamoor Resident 

» 

lindamoor Resident 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
MAIL FORM 

^ / 

INSTRUCTIONS: Please investigate the attached and take whatever action is necessary to respond to our constituent 
concerns. When completed, please fonirard the response, Ihe oridnal letter and any baok-up to the unit indoated Mow. 
Also, if there are any questions as to how to respond, please call the unit listed below. 

LID:   40621 

ReceiveDate:  3/19/97 

Assign Date:  8/14/97 
Deadline Date:   9/2/97 . 

Name:    Arthur Kahn 
2 Cove of Cork Lane 
Annapolis, MD 21401-1008 

<ai$*0 
HECZIVED 

Subject:     SOUND BARRIER RHQUE Description : Requests construction of a sound barrier from the Westside of 
Route 50 to Bestgate Road near Lindemoor  ; 

Agency:     MOOT Unit:    DSI 

REDIRECT   INFORMATION 
If the response to this aurespondence should be handled by another agency, please complete 
the following information anofbrward the completed form and the correspondence to the proper 
agency. Also, copy the completed form and send the copy to the unit Indicated above. 

Re-Directed to: 

Date:  



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 0 

October 23} 1997 

-^r I'b0£> 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Miss Marianthe Karaberi 
2990 Newcastle Avenue 
Silver Spring MD 20910 

Dear Miss Karaberi: 

f 

Thank you for your letter regarding sound barrier issues along 1-495 in the Forest Glen 
Park area of Montgomery County. I'd like to bring you up to date on our efforts involving the 
Forest Glen Park community. 

i: 
;i 

This community was studied for a potential barrier with the 1-495 widening project in 
1987.  Under the guidelines in use in the 1987 Type I study, the predicted noise levels met the 
definition of "impacted". The other guidelines governing sound barrier qualification included 
a provision that a barrier provide effective noise reduction. The barrier design studied could 
not provide adequate protection for the impacted residents, mostly because of the extreme 
topography change between the Beltway and the community. 

I: 

In the Spring of this year, several sites within the Forest Glen Park community were 
re-monitored in order to verify the level of traffic noise impact.  While the topography of this 
area does present a sizable obstacle to effective noise reduction, we are reexamining possible 
barrier options.  The State Highway Administration (SHA) is evaluating a number of 
communities to determine whether they are now eligible for sound barriers.  We anticipate we 
will have this work completed this Fall, and we will contact you once the results are available. 

Again, thank you for your interest.  If you should have any other questions on this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement Team, who 
may be reached at (410) 545-8599. 

cc: 

Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Mr James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
i> 

My telephone number is ,  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

-a 
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Miss Marianthe Karaberi 
Page Two 

9 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
j Administration 

Hvir. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Landscape Architecture Division, State 
Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - October 15, 1997 Serial #NAT-PHONE 

E:\CORRESP\1997\KARA0627.CBA      10/17/97 1:50 PM 



Miss MARIANTHE KARABERI 
2990 NEWCASTLE AVE. 

SILVER SPRING, MD   20910 
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Mr. Marvin Katz 
Ms. Loreda R. Katz 
7506 Shadywood Road 
BethesdaMD 20817-2065 

Dear Mr. and Ms. Katz: 

• 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise abatement along 1-495. I share your 
concern over the impact of highway noise on the residents of the Burning Tree Estates 
community in Montgomery County. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) is in the final stages of a comprehensive 
review of the 1996 Noise Policy. As soon as these analyses are finished, we will establish a 
priority list for those communities where it is determined that noise barriers are warranted. 
The review is taking longer than hoped, but should be completed soon. A member of our 
noise team will contact you with the results as they become available. I have enclosed a copy 
of a brochure that will provide more information about the noise policy. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or, toll free, at 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 



Mr. Marvin Katz 
.Ms. Loreda R. Kate 

'Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, MDOT 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, MDOT, Serial #10016 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District 3 Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District 3 Engineer, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- January 8, 1998 

SERIAL:       #10016 - OED1360 

E:\CORRESP\1998\DRAFTS\KATZ1231.DLW     1/8/98 1:14 PM 
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"XV •- 

^aaoTPo* S«o2«ta«y** 
7506 Shsxiywood Road 

SECEI^Et) 
^JAN    5 1998 

SECRETARY: DEPARTO^T 
OC IERANSP0RTATION 

which is located in the Bunting 
Interstate 495 commonly 

David Wmsteadr^&iyiand Transportatioii Secretaiy 
P.O. Bx 8755 
BWIAirpc(rt,MD 21240 

Subject: Noise Bazxiers 

Dear Secretary Winstead: ... 

We are long time readeots of the State of Maryland. Our house, 
Tree Estates subdivision of Bethesda in Montgomery County, 
known as the Beltway.' 

When we moved into our house some 26 years ago this stretch ofthe Beltway iwas a four lane . 
highway. Today its sise has tripled to 12 lanes! Hie increased traffic of cars and trades on this 
widest part ofthe Beltway has resulted in producing an unhealthy and unbeatable noise level in 
our ndgbborhood as well as increased air pollution. Not only can we no longer enjoy sitting on 
our front porch but for years now we can no longer eojoy relaxing on our backyard patio. Even 
with storm windows, the noise within the house is intrusive day aid night. The widening ofthe 
Beltway between Bradley Boulevard and River Road has adversely impacted the quality of life 
for us and for our neighbors. 

We uiEemly ask that proper "noise bamers" be erected on this stretch ofthe Beltway. Such 
action wiD go a long way in restoring our quality of life and our confidence in your administration 
to respond to the needs of its oonsthueacy. 

Sincerely, 

Marvin Katz and Loreda R. Kate 

• 

cc: Mark Shriver, Maryland House of Delegates 
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NOISE   INQUIRY IcHErKT.T.qT 

DATE       %l\^hl FILE?   Y/N  

CUSTOMER   ID.   #  RECEIVED  BY   PA, / Tr» II/&J£(** 

NAME      M^-   H^trum ^lz  

ADDRESS 75nC SU^^^P^J     

(include zip code) 

DAY TELEPHONE    CSo>) 4C9-6?ft7  ! (WORK / HOME) 

OTHER TELEPHONE  

*** INQUIRY INFORMATION SUMMARY *** 

HIGHWAY NAME / ROUTE NO.  I - 4^^         

COMMUNITY / AREA NAME   (W j-UI E'sUcn  

LOCATION ALONG HIGHWAY fcL^ R^ J(^ ft|u J, + £u;r/gM J TS^ fc,^J 

SUMMARY OF INQUIRY Co****!, \.*Jt+  L,.^. _^^^ 

*** FOLLOW-UP *** 
DATE y/n/f?  BY Pr+jets** 

*** REFERENCE FILES *** 



I III . >«),6MH U   III!   IJ-UI iU 

143 J^" 

• (mrma'* iNife^ /:vn^\p"-:'"1'XX'::.-^m«w\®r 

0- .M*:si fs .^X^^^^-:^^1T^^^4:•'MeK<; 

••:'-;Rifcnre"i 

-jimma' 

•&; • ••>* • > v:.,?S4i,.-) 
ipco 

^•^"••M^'I'StBl/ 

•Scb- 
lUflWNG 

V 

Exit-2, 
RoeKst>Rir SEE omp HI 

MB B10GEI 
rwHRSmmiwil 
3 M0RNIKG6AtED( 
4 HOUOWSTON*\DR 
5 BtOMROWUll 
«txntRHiuy 

Exit- SL/3^ 
JMMMM 

^-   spj! Wild 

Valter JoiiRosf lieorgataw^(A\ 

Wi 31 

a 

(Viidit 

Gro$»e tor 
f CU 

^J 

^ warn    iflMt al    m* 

3 
;^ ^ 

i.o|n* 

this fa 

Bethesda CC 

Exit-38 

•J»re 
Radio Towers 

0 WMAL # 

BRIXTOI 
RiMB 11. 

CAPITA I   I BWIT* 

ISIULUMJ 

•iTt' «@ 
on 

^HHoumsJL-^/^ 

=#Ac 

^j**   tlK 

NGWC 

•0 3CL I.LU, 
gvoSS^TF 

11*3 1 Saint lAmlr^B8JS5fe 

^ 

\jl> 
UE« \  • 

Bradle 
ills 

aUlPark 

mi! 

jk. 

S^T 

' Wfr I "" Si' 
'^pj k if 
'"^r A!  off 

^ 
0: 

-5? Hillm^aup^iom 
pjuwKTi t ^ 

_; -^«'Cabin 
-.•S-AMOIO> 

.0 
wpajy JtmnnoV       „ .-^j. 

iRO 

r.Exit--;, 
.•is* ''\ 40 

tydoil^cl 
for %%. tf 

Af^« *'i5 '% 
i.e3  lAa   -<«y  Cr~ 



••;y^^:.-^"-^-.T**!^ •"i:i7v'>^-i*Y»£'-^l"---i.T 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

3. # 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

July 30, 1997 

Mr. and Mrs., James B. Kelly 
7606 Hamilton Spring Road 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Kelly: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Transportation Secretary David Winstead 
regarding highway traffic noise along 1-495 in the Carderock Springs community in 
Montgomery County.  The Secretary appreciates your concern and asked me to update you 
on the progress of our work on this issue. ,, 

A number of communities have been identified in;Montgomery County as being 
affected by traffic noise.  We are evaluating all communities in the 1-270 spurs and 1-495 
"triangle" in light of our new noise policy, both those which predate the original highways 
and those which do not predate the highways.  These analyses will be completed by the end 
of the Summer.  We will let you know the results as soon as they are available. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Adams, our Director of Environmental 
Design, at 410-545-8640. 

cc: 

'arkerf7. Wilhams 
Administrator 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. and Mrs. James B. Kelly 
July 30, 1997 
Page Two f ]s 

9 

bcc: ^E3^^EM|3 Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation (SER. 8584) 

J 



t 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

,"> 
!\ 

September 15, 1997 
I 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

H. Vincent Kelly, M.D. 
6813 Newbold Drive ' 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Dr. Kelly: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening regarding noise abatement 
issues along 1-495, in the vicinity of the Bradley Manor community in Montgomery County. 
The Governor asked me to thank you and respond on his behalf. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) is evaluating a number of communities 
similar to yours, that experience traffic noise impacts, to determine those that may be eligible 
for sound barriers under our revised sound barrier poliby.  Your community was not 
previously eligible for a sound barrier because the majority of impacted homes postdated 
construction of 1-495.  We are evaluating all communities in the 1-270 spurs and 1-495 
"triangle" in light of our new noise policy.  It is anticipated that this review will be 
completed this Fall.  An SHA representative will contact you with the results when the 
review is complete. ( 

Again, thank you for your letter.  The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

; li 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

# My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 86'5-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



# 

H. Vincent Kelly, M.D. 
Page Two '^ 

(A' 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape: Architecture Division, SHA 
tMETJamesJHadg Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Noise Abatement Team, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT August 28, 1997 

D:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\KELL0828.DLW      08/28/97 2:58 PM 
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H. VINCENT KELLY, M. a KfcV^fclVcJJ 
tt|3 NEVBOU DWVE p. 
8EIHBSIM.MD 20817 /jM      • 

I! ;' 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 

DECEIVED     " 
Gov. Pazxis N. GkndeGing 
StateHouse ^   211997 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

Dear Governor Glendening, '•safesr 
At the recommendatioa of Mis. LesKe Sflver, assistant to Delegate Marifyn 

Goldwarer of the 16^ Legislative District I am writing to you regarding the crucial need 
for highway sound barriers in our neighboifaood, the Bradley Manor community. 

Sound barriers have been erected recemfy direccfy across from us (north of 495) 
and up to Femwood Rd., the eastern boundary of our neighborhood. Despite claims that 
there would be no reflected noise from the barriers to our north, the noise level has clearly 
increased since the erection. 

In August 1996,1 wrote to Delegate Goldwater to express my concern regarding 
delays and inactions in providing baniers. It was suggested that we would be included in 
the sections of barriers going up around us. Instead the work stopped short of our 
community. p 

, The sentiments I expressed in the latter to Delegate Goldwater must again be 
heard and therefor I am enclosing a copy ofit with this letter. 

I am encouraged that this issue has reached your attention. I know that you have 
made "quality of life" a premier priority for the state and this certainly qualifies as such a 
priority. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.    : 

Yqfflf truly, 

/     H. Vincent Kelly, 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
MAIL FORM 

lS?I^i^f:
aS^Jl!v^liflateJhe "JR?8*1 "^ ^ ^^^ action * neceeeary to respond to our constituent—V ©onoemj. Wh«n oomplotod. ploara feiward th» reeponse, the erialnd letter and eny baek-uo to the unft indiMted b^aw    ^ 

Also, If than ar« any questions as to how to respondTplease call Sie unit llstSbelow. 
RECEIVED^ 

LID: 41298 

Recsh/eDate: 8/15/97 

Assign Date: 8/11/97 
Deadline Data: 8/29/97 

Name:    R Vincent Kelly, M.D. 
6813 N«wbold Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20817 

w si 

SECRETARV DEWWrMEMT 
OF TRANSPORTATION 

Subject:     COMPLAINT : Comments on the increased noise level since sound barriers 
were erected directly acroce from their community on 405. 

Agency:     MOOT Unit:   DSI # 

Re-DIRECT   INFORMATION 

'[the response to this eorrsspondenee should be handled fay another agency, please complete 
the following Information and forward the completed form and the correspondence to the oroser 
agency. Also, copy the completed form and send the copy to the unit indicated above. 

Re-Dlracted to; 

Date:  
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H. Vincent Kelly. M.D. 
6613 Newbold Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

August 29, 1998 

The Honorable Marilyn Goktoater 
5S06 Durbin Road 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Dear Delegate Gotdwater: 

My family has lived at 6613 Newbold Drive in Bethesda since May 1968. We 
selected this home to raise our live children because it was an attractive gyteLstreet 
with ready access to Femwood Elementary School and Recreation Center. We 
shared a true love of our development with an extraordinary group of neighbors. We 
were obviously aware that the very new teitway" was adjacent to our properties. 
There was no indjcatfon flien that ft represented a threat to the area's oualitv of Ha. 
Nor were we presented with any warnings by state officials that we were in for future 
trouble. A planned "outer beftwa/ was going to meet future traffic growth and 
provide a north-south bypass for trucking and other vehicles. The wooded backyards 
provided a visual barrier to any view of traffic and there simply was no aural 
infringement onto our properties. Outdoor activities were an integal part of the 
enjoyment of the high quality of fife of. our wonderful neighborhood. 

Twemy-sight years later that idyllic setting has been marred by a series of 
unpredictable events. There is no outer beltwav and traffic has increased by 
quantum leaps. The beltway roadway was resurfaced a few years ago leading to an 
immediately magnified sound from the passing traffic. At the height of daytime traffic 
in our backyards you - literally - cannot hesr yourself talk! Now, we are tether 
threatened by sound barriers being raised on the outer loop of the bettway across 
from oir homes. We are told and it makes acoustical sense that we will receive our 
usual noise plus the reflected sound, waves bouncing off these northern placed 
sound barriers. 

I have had state hi^iway sound engineers record a decibel reading in my 
backyard above the legal EPA limit" yet he could offer no hope of remedial action by 
the state by erecting barriers. He assured me that increasing vegetation in the yard 
would not have any dampening effect Since that time, I have erected at the edge of 
my property an 8 foot solid fence. It improves the view but does little to quell the 
sound. We decided to erect a 7 foot solid brick wall to enclose a "patio-courtyard" 
and to keep out the noise. If s quite lovely but the noise remains. We've been told 
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*      • that individusJ meaares are of little use since the sound will pour in from our 
neighbcrs yards. Only state constructed sound barriers next to the beltway that 
shield the entire neighborhood will work. 

The long delay in getting barriers we are told is a question of timing. We 
moved in after me beltway was constructed - begging the question, "So?" We 
.moved in before traffic volume ballooned, before the roadway resurfacing, before we 
could know an 'outer beltway" was so much fantasy, and certainly before the raising 
of outer-loop barriers across from us. Using the eame logic that denies us barriers 
shouldn't we conclude that these developments afts we moved in and that have 
croated a noise level that does warrant sound barriers by every other criteria are 
really the pertinent considerations. The beltway was there, true, but a road does not 
make noise-traffic does. 

We are therefore petitioning as loyal citizens of Bradley Manor, Montgomery 
County and the State of Maryland that the State provide relief from the noise 
pollution that is impairing the quality of life in our neighborhood because of 
developments that have occurred g&we moved in to our homes. 

We are grateful to you Delegate Goldwater for listening to our petitions and 
hopefully taking up our cause. 1 would extend a genuine invitation to you . Please 
consider coming to our home and sharing a moment with us on our patio/courtyard. ^ 
That will be the best way to convey to you the extent of our dilemma. Just as a JM 
picture is worth a thousand words, one visit, however brief, to any of our backyards ^ 
will produce an irreplaceable, "auditory picture9 for you. 

Sincerely, 

Catherine and Vincent Kelly 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

$ 

July 17, 1997 

PAHRIS N. GLENDENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOUS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

JOO STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401 

(410} 974-3901 

WASHINOTON OFFICe 
SUITE 311 

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET, N.W. 
wAewiNGTOW, o.c. aoooi 

(202)63*2215 

TOO (410)333-3098 

Mr. Dennis Kinsel j 
9313 Millbrook Road 
EUicott City MD 21042 

I! 

Dear Mr. Kinsel: 

Thank you for your recent internet message regarding the approval of a sound barrier for 
the Millbrook Road community on 1-70 in. Howard County. It was a pleasure to be able to 
provide funding for this much needed project. 

This is a perfect example of how federal, State and county governments working 
together can solve a common problem for our citizens. The active participation of you and 
your community has helped us to continue to take positive steps to improve the quality of life 
and enhance safety for our fellow citizens both for today and in the future. 

Thank you again for your internet message. ' I appreciate hearing from you and am 
pleased that we could help your community . If you have any questions or concerns on this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Aaams, the State Highway Administration's 
Director of Environment! Design, at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State-Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

• 
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jjmj        Page Two 
Mr. Dennis Kinsel oUM 

bcc:   WxJise-Abatement-Team^State Highway Administration 

Prepared by Philip Troll, Environmental Design, SHA, 410-545-8600 

6/26/97 E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\KINSEL.DLW 



6-2JUN;25''"97 "01:10PM SHPl flDMINISTRATOR 410 333 1586     .. 

Proms <:KixuMl93 X3aaol. coma 
to: OGMD.OGaHN(governor) 
9*«ei 6/18/97  St04pm 
Subject: Thanka for approval of 1-70 sound barrier 

Dear Govenor Glendeniag: 

4108^?^ }# 3/ 5 

^ 

RECEIVED 

JUN 1 9 1997 

GOVERWOR'S OFFICE 
Rfisidenta were elated to leara that you had approved the eennd barrier for 
the Millbroofc Road Community which is located on tha south side of 170 and 
east OC St. JOBn's Land. The conmuaity bae been trying for many yeare to 

make this item a reality. ,, 

Your office provided the funding- committment from the state as part of the 
six year Coaaolidated Tranaportation Program. IThis in addition to the data 
provided by Ken Polcak of the SH&, Office of Environmental Design, gave the 
community tb* support needed to receive the required match funding in the 
Howard County budget. 

Attatched is a copy of the material presented to budget hearings (item 
j-4172) which residents attended in order to obtain the county funding. 

Again, a sincere thanks. 
rapidly. 

Kinsel 

Millbrook Road 

City, Maryland 21042 

We hope the construction process will proceed 

Dennis A. 

9313 

ElliCOtt 

410-461-38.02 

mmrnffSZ Kinflel9313®aol.com 

.sound sarrier (J-4172> 
(Klllbroolc Road CoanRunity, aswazd County,  Karylano 

Sistoxy 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
MAIL FORM Ml 

'fj •'•'• 
INSTRUCTIONS: Please investigate the attached and take whatever action is necessary to respond to our constituent 
concerns. When completed, please forward the response, the original leoer and any back-up to the unit Indicated below. 
Also, if there are any questions as to how to respond, please call the unit listed below. 

LID:  37185 

RecetveDate;  6/20/97 

Assign Date:   6/18/97 
'   Deadline Date:   7/4/97 

Name:    Dennis A. Klnsel 
9313 MUlbrook Road 
ElllcottCity.MD 21042 

DECEIVED! 
i 

ftCB4,     SECRETARY   U 
WnMEwoFiftuttpamnwi 

Subject;     SOUND BARRIER REQUE     Description: Expresses appreciation regarding the recent approval for 1-70 
sound barrier construction in the Mllbrook Road Community. 

Unit: Agency:     DSi 

RE-DIRECT   INFORMATION 
If the response to this correspondence should be handled by another agency, please complete 
the following information and forward the completed form and the correspondence to the proper 
agency. Also, copy the completed form and send tha copy to the unit indicated above. 

nm]~ —— Re-Directed to: 

Date.. 6 111 
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Peons 

Tor 

Subject: 

OGMD. OGaHN (governor) 
6/19/97  fit04pm 
TbanJce for approval of 1-70 sound barrier 

RECEIVED 

JUN 1 9 1997    f 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE Dear Goveaor Glendaning: 

ReaidenM were elated to leaa that you had approved the •louad ^^ ^J 
the Millbrook Road Ccammity whioh is located on the south sxde of^170 aad 
ease or sc aoim's Lane. nie comaity b»e ^^ e^"? £<« ""tf y*ftrB fco 

make this item a reality. 

Youx office provided the funding comatittaent froa che atate aa^^PJ" of the 
six year Ccaiolidated Tranaportation Frogwa. Thxa ^ additwn to ^^ 
provided hy Ken Polcak of the SEA, Office of Eavironnentai Deaign, gave the 
?^Sty?hfS^S« needed to receive the required match run^g in the 

Howard County budget. 

Attatched ia a copy of the material preaentedJobudget ^?»atj- 
j-4172) which residents attended in order to obtain the county Eunoms. 

Again, a aincere thanks. We hope the conatruction procBae will proceed 

rapidly. 

Rinsel 

Millbrook Road 

City, Maryland 31042 31/fS 

Dennis A. 

9313 

Ellicott 

410-461-2802 

Kinflel93l39aol.com 

sound Barrier (J-4172J 
CWlllhroole Road CommuBity, Hoiraard County,  Maryioatt 

Eiatory 
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V 
"B 

Millbrook Road community developad prior to 2-70 
„ original p*epoaal £or 1-70 was co be further below grade 
! Manv recraeatB in the paat have not produced aay barrier 
I ^o^fLSctad by not.** witb over 80 re^identB  (U back directly to 

*~CtoI of the homes is a halfvay houae for fistic juvenilefl ; 
I ^uLies r^gardixig aound levelB made to state bxgtway beginnxng » early 

'^ed limit increased to 65 n^h; accoapansring; noise also increased 

,te£££c1l~el8 have bee. inching due to reeidential development in 

THi^S conducted in 1988, 1936  (with ov^r 2 feet of ano* abeorbing 

^luflively demonatrated that ao^d levels e^eed FEffiV eimpact threaboldo 

0 67 dB& between 4-11 am and 3-7pni ( p\snimeled 13 hoora/day !l  ) 

What LtZe like for a resident 

, intolerable noise during early morning, evening hours 
T, Fitful fileep ._,-,„ 
. Rattlee windows, walls, pictures on walls 
T, Moves **<«* » cabinets, rattles teeth 
•j CracJts storm windows 

"SUS-TS—S?*««--»*."^r""^ tion«ith •j K.o*tw. tumisa    .   , .     ^_ ^---UAO    >iave a normal conversation witn 
T, CanJBt open windows,  sit on porches/ nave a uouoax ««** 
cei^hbors 

c Putuaco 

, Traffic vol«n«, assc^intad noise and associated adverse effects ejected to 

, Possible expansion of 1-70 to multiple lanes 
T, There is no other relief possible „ 

•jne status 9£ iJ-4i72 J1 

, Parris Olendening,  Senate HcCobe, Cb-die ****. n—yl Bro^,  ^ Vemon 

Gray 
support the »*•** d tjie highest priority on the project 

h«« baa conned no 60* ^ ** ~*°,   -»-* "^ oe 3"   (?200k 

^SSr^Laxy de«i^ 1— be« p«rfo««d by tHe SBA, 

Caneluding Remarks 
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, 30 y^o^a hMv* -Lpfl-d sis^ r-70 wax, built and prior requeBtfl for a eound 
barrier 

, STJS^ ^S£: S^tlf —9 —- ^ .* provided a Bo1»tioB 
T, The oound kwurrier i© aot a luxury but a nacssaxty 
, NO ©Cher county proj«ct has Cbls level of Btate funding 
n Children ia this coromunity have a place to play but canst uae it 
T, Thia is the opportunity to deliver a needed solution in Howard couaty 
T, Lec UB finally make tho eowad bnrriar a xeality 



& 

y 

Mr. Dennis Kiiisel{PRIVATE } 
9313 Millbrook Road 
Ellicott City MD 21042 

Dear Mr. Kinsel: 
I 

"V ! -   - 

Thank you for your recent E-Mail to the Governor regarding the approval of sound 
barriers for the Millbrook Road community along 1-70 in Howard County. The Governor has 
read your message and asked me to respond on his behalf. 

The Governor's recent announcement of Federal, State and County government coming 
together to solve a common problem for citizens in this area was welcome news.  The active 
participation of you and your community helped us to continue to take positive steps to 
improve the quality of life and enhance safety for our fellow citizens both for today and in the 
future. i 

Again, thank for your comments and concern. If you should have any other questions or 
concerns on this matter, please do not hesitate to Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design at (410) 545-8640. 1 

Sincerely, 

t 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration , 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 



bcc:     Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

6/26/97 E:\C0RRESP\1997\DRAFTS\KINSELDLW 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
MAIL FORM 

4i08^4J^J!# 'U  b 

% 
0 

INSTRUCTIONS: Please investtaate the attached and take whatever action is necessaiy to respond to our constttuent 
cScerrS vSen cor^l^S. pSe Toward the response, the original letter and any back-up to the unit tfidlcaied below. 
Also, if there are any questions as to how to respond, please call the unit listed below. 

LID:  37185 

RecelveDate:  6/20/97 

Assign Date:  6/18/97 
Deadline Date: - 7/4/97 

Name:    Dennis A. Kinsel 
9313 MU Ibrook Road 
ElllcottCily.MD 21042 

RECEIVED! \ 
JUM 25   1S37      ^\ 

WeRi SECRETARY    (J - 

Subject:     SOUND BARRIER REQUE DescriDtion: Expresses appredation regarding the recent approval for 1-70 
U9^v       sound bairier construcBon in the Mllbrook Road Communily. 

Agency:     DSI Unit: 

RG-DtRECT   INFORMATION 
If the response to this correspondence should be handled by another agency, please aimplete 
VStiSSflSSSSSSSnmi the completsd ferm and frje eommdaneiaDlh* proper 
agenq/Also; copy the completed form and send fte copy to the unit indicated above.       .1 

Redirected to: 

Date'. LTTmi 
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OKoms «-Kiira«193X3aaftl-eom» 
To: OGMD.OGaHN(governor) 
P»te. 6/19/97  8.04pm _ 
Subject: Thanlce for approval of 1-70 sound barrier 

iC*Wi,«rfv' 

4i08f?^!# 3/ 5 

RECEIVED ^ 

JUN 19 1997 
9.- 

Dear Goveaor Glendeai-ng: GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 
Residents were elated to le««i that you had approved the eowd ******* £^ 
the Millbrook Road Conmunity which is located on the south side of 170 and 
east ot St. Joan's Lane- rtos eamaxu.ty b»» been trying for many ywr* to 
make this item a reality. 

Your office provided the fundinff connitonent from the state as part of the 
six year CoMOlidatedTraaaportation Progran. This ^addition to the data 
provided by Ken Polcak of the SHA, Office of Eaviromiental Deaign, 2****** 
SSSSty lb* Hupport needed to receive the required match tundl^g in the 
Howard County budget. 

Attatched is a copy of the material pres«ated>o budget hearings (it^ 
j-4172) which residents attended in order to obtain the county funding. 

Again, a sincere thanks. 
rapidly. 

Kisgel 

Millbrook Road 

City, Maryland 21042 

We hope the construction process will proceed 

3"7/£$ 

Deaais A. 

9313 

Ellicott 

410-461-2802 

AlftiM.   SECRETARY 
DHMMBOTOfr raANSPOKWlJai 

t< 

Kinflel9313»aol-com 

Sound Barrier (^4172} 
CMllihrooJc Road ConBRUBity, ife*n=d Couaty,  Maryload 

History 
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, MillbrcNak Road community developed price £o ITVO 
! Origin*! prapoaal for 1-70 vas zo be futdaer below grade 
I Manv recrueaCa in the past have not produfled a»y barrier 
I ^o^a LScted by **^ with over 80 reaidente  (11 back directly to 

l^aoae amanoanvina'noise also increased , Speed limit increased to 65 aph; accompanying noiB« •*• 

,'^SSf S^l= tov. bee* i^cre-i-9 *« « re.itotia! .Wopaont te 

f^^S .AMd in UM. 1»« «*» <^ » «-« »' — ^"^f3 

"^iuai^ly d^tratrf tM ^upd OMl. ^d ran 61^«t th^^l* 

01S? dEl between 4-U am «« a-'P01 < JWraMl®* " '>o»'•/d«y " ' 

li 1,1 

What itJBs like for a resident y 

, intolerable noise during early momms, evening hours 
, Fitful sleep .. 
I Rattles windows, walls, pictures on walls 
T, Moves »*<«* in cabinets, rattles teeth 
T, Grades storm windows 

neighbors ; 

, Traffic voluma, ^so^iatad noise and associated adverse effects e*p«pd to 

, ^sSS expansion of 1-70 to multiple lanes 
' There is no other relief possible 

Tne ecatus o£  J-4172 

, ,&**,***. —— .—^ aru- **«.»—»»»—• «-^— 
Gray •'•'.,.' 

support the ^"^     . ,      d ^e highest priority on tbe project 

required} B-rfowned by the SSA ^ , prellntLnacy design- ita.9 loeea perxo*.-*-- •** 

0 

Coneludins Remarks 
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|^>    , 3o yeara b-vo .l^^d -i^e i-vo WM built and prior request* for a ebund 
barrier ' • ,, 

STJS1^ SSS 3^."^^ «.. bave oot provided a .olutio, 

SilSn 1* tSa community nave a place to play but oauac use it 
SSiTtE ^rtunity to deliver a xmM solution in Howard couaty 

J Lee UB finally fflalee tho oouad laarrier a reality |; 

w 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
^OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOfl       -^  ^  

PARRIS N. GLENOENING 
GOVEANOR 

April 28,   1997 ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
100 STATE OflCLE 

ANNAPOtlS. MAflYLANO 21«1 
(^10)97^-3901 

WASHINGTON OFFlCe 
SUITS 311 

M*  Rfttv Ifirkland "4 NORTH CAPITOL sTfieer. N.W. 

Lanham Station Area Citizen's Association ' eosjeas-ssis 
P.O. BOX 215    ' 700(4,0)333-3098 

Lanham MD 20706 .        • • 

Dear Ms. Kirkland: 

It is my pleasure to advise you that an agreement has been reached between the State 
and Prince George's County on the fiinding for the Laiiham Station sound barrier.   This 
project, which was a personal priority of mine, was made possible by working in partnership 
with Senator Leo E. Green, Delegates Joan Pitkin, James Hubbard, Mary Conroy, and 
County Executive Wayne Curry. 

You and your neighbors have been awaiting this much needed project for some time. 
Thank you for your patience, and I am pleased that we will be moving forward quickly with 
this important project. The design is currently being completed and the project is expected 
to be put out for bids this Fall. Representatives from the State Highway Administration will 
contact you to schedule a community meeting to review the project details and schedule. In 
the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
Director of Environmental Design with the State Highway Administration, who may be 
reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, ^ 

Panis N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:      The Honorable Wayne Curry, County Executive, Prince-George's County 
The Honorable Leo E. Green, Member, Senate of Maryland 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 

® 



1 : tf« 
Ms. Betty Kirkland 
Page Two 

bcc:  CMrLJamesHaae^ Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Charlie Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

Mr. Henry J. Knott, Jr. 
3904 Hickory Avenue 
Baltimore MD 21211 

Dear Mr. Knott: 

June 19, 1997 

*' 
* 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L VWnstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

• 

This letter is written in response to your recent letter to Mr. James Hade with the 
State Highway Administration about the noise barrier project on 1-695 east of Joppa Road to 
Thornton Road.   I appreciate your concerns as well as the opportunity to clarify the situation 
relative to the Trinity Church. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) is completing additional analyses to 
determine both the existing noise impact and expected future noise levels when the beltway is 
expanded in this area.   All of this information is being developed in response to comments 
and questions received at the April 17 and May 1 community meetings and was presented at 
a meeting held on June 4 at the Riderwood Elementary School.  The input received from 
those who attended the meeting was very valuable.  As a result, SHA will be developing 
additional information about the extent of the noise impact and about sound barrier options 
that would effectively reduce that impact.  Where noise levels are determined to be at or 
above 66 decibels, we will consider providing a barrier. 

The SHA will perform additional analyses to determine if there are noise levels from 
the beltway impacting developed portions of your property.  If so, they will investigate the 
feasibility of constructing a sound barrier to reduce that impact.  Unfortunately, we cannot 
consider noise barriers to protect undeveloped property. 

The decision to build a barrier and the determinations of the barrier's length and 
height are based on several key factors.  One is the presence of exterior noise-sensitive land 
uses that are expected to experience noise levels greater than the State's impact threshold of 
66 decibels.  These noise-sensitive land uses may include residential, educational and 
religious activities.   The key is the presence of an exterior noise-sensitive use.   The initial 
analysis did not consider the Trinity Church as noise sensitive.   This area is now being 
reevaluated based on the presence of the school the church has started.  The views of the 
owners of the affected properties are also important. .If an impacted property owner would 
benefit from a noise barrier and does not want one, we must consider this in making our 
decision. 

My telephone number is 410:865-1000 
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



Mr. Henry J. Knott 
Page Two ^0      § 

Your letter to Mr. Hade also indicated statements were made about building a barrier 
if there were a school at the Trinity Church.  Any statement to this effect has to be based on 
exterior land use, noise level and the views of the affected property owners.  When a final 
decision is made, it will be based on protecting those areas that are both impacted and desire 
protection.  I apologize if this did not come across clearly. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      The Honorable Barbara A. Hoffman, Member, Senate of Maryland 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Environmental Design, State 
Highway Administration 



# Mr. Henry J. Knott 
Page Three 

bcc: Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Mr. David Malkowski, District Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 



Ms. Mary J. Kozoma 
7009 Rainswood Court 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Ms. Kozoma: 

Thank you for your recent letters to Governor Glendening, Transportation Secretary 
David L. Winstead and me regarding the status of a sound barrier on the inner loop of 1-495, 
West of Greentree Road. I certainly appreciate your concern for your fellow residents of 
Rainswood Court. The Governor asked me to respond on his behalf. 

ii- 

You expressed concern about a "gap" between two areas eligible for sound barriers. 
The final end points of a barrier for the Longwood area have not been determined. A detailed 
engineering review will determine the limits of the barrier during the design phase. The 
barrier will be designed to protect homes which are eligible under the provisions of our noise 
policy. The engineering study will show whether or not your homes will experience additional 
noise as a result of the project and would address such matters as they arise. 

In answer to your question on the date criterion, prior to the 1976 enactment of the 
United States Department of Transportation (USDOT), Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA), Federal-Aid Highway Program Manual - Procedures for Abatement of Highway 
Traffic Noise and Construction Noise (Volume 7, Chapter 7, Section 3), highway noise was 
not identified as an environmental impact. In other words, people could not be reasonably 
aware of noise potentials until traffic could move uninhibited, completely through the system. 
The States policy is designed to only hold developments accountable when a highway system is 
considered completed. Even though segments of 1-495 were open as early as 1959, we hold 
the system opening date as 1964. Homes that had obtained building permits in 1964 may not 
have been completed until 1965. The policy considers homes built in the 70's and SO's, 
adjacent to the operational facility, to be ineligible for noise abatement. Enclosed is a copy of 
our community resource brochure together with a copy of the noise policy. This information 
will be of some assistance to you in understanding the reasoning on these policy decisions. 



*•> ,T*   -   ** 

Ms. Mary J. Kozoma ^^z^^ ^)\' 
Page Two 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from^ps^sidisrhis. 
Jxehalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to wrife^-Iffou need additiomif 
Tnforfflation regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, our 
Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or, toll-free in 
Maryland, at 1 -800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosures 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 

Ms. Mary J. Kozoma 
Page Three 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, MDOT 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, MDOT, Serial #10031 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District 3 Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District 3 Engineer, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT ~ January 7,1998 
SERIAL:       #10031 - OED1358 

E:\CORRESP\1998\DRAFTS\KOZO0103.PFW     1/7/98 2:14 PM 
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JanuaryJ221998 
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The Honorable Parris N. Glendehirig 
Governor 
State House 
100 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Subject: Noise Barrier West of Greentree Road Inner Loop of I-4$5. 

Dear Governor Glendening, 

Thank you for your interest and support in creating initiatives to improve the quality of life 
for Maryland citizens. Your focus and consistency in this area is admirable. As a resident 
of Maryland, a recent decision regarding a 500 foot gap in the construction of noise 
barriers in our area has a negative impact and a hint of discrimination that warrants 
consideration. 

The inner loop of 1-495 from Bradley Boulevard to Femwood Road has been classified as 
eligible for noise barrier construction except for a 500 foot gap west of Greentree Road. 
The reason for the 500 foot gap is that the houses in this area were constructed after the 
beltway. However, the significant decibel recordings meet the criteria. There is an 
initiative to "restudy the section", but the timeliness and coordination for the eligible noise 
barrier is questionable. I 

I have some crucial concerns regarding eligibility for the noise barrier for which our 
section is eliminated and not found eligible. 

1. Since beltway construction was initiated in 1959/early 1960 and completed August, 
1964, it appears by public record that there is a discrepancy in eligibility criteria which 
approves some areas and not others. Homes were constructed in 1963 on Newbold Drive 
while the beltway was being constructed. Those homes built while the beltway was under 
construction were in full knowledge of what was occurring. The plans had long been in 
existence and the positioning of the beltway had been long laid down as planned and 
approved. 

i 

The section of 1-495 west of Femwood is eligible and yet these homes were built in 1963 
and afterward which indicates building permits were obtained. Again the beltway plans 
existed and was under construction. The few homes on Newbold Drive built in 1963 were 
the criteria for the eligibility of other homes later build on Newbold Drive, Newbold Place, 
and Newbold Court, yet homes on Longwood Drive, much, much older, were not used as 
criteria to determine eligibility for Rainswood Court, Brooke Drive and Greentree Road. 
Our observation of the eligibility for the 5 Newbold Drive homes built in 1963 that were 
used as criteria for all of Bradley Manor to be eligible for the barrier, are a great distance 
from the beltway and perhaps a greater distance than the 1940's and 1950's homes in the 
7000 and 7100 blocks of Longwood Drive that would be impacted by the 500 foot gap. 
Why are we different? 

iti 



^ 

2. Criteria for eligibility (homes built prior to the beltway) allow some newer homes to be 
"sandwiched "in between (7200 block of Armat Drive). These homes were built after 
ours and are granted roughly the same length or greater of noise barrier coverage as the 
500 foot gap in our area. 

The logic of this is not clear, since we have homes a short distance behind ours which are 
effected by the beltway noise and would be impacted by the 500 foot gap, and constructed 
before the beltway (7000, 7100 block of Longwood Drive and some 7200 block homes on 
Longwood Drive) as well as a 1963 Brooke Drive home. Can this fine line of 
discrimination be explained? 

Allowing this 500 foot gap in the noise barrier construction, in essence allows the state to 
worsen our current beltway noise, potentiate a significant funnel effect for increased noise, 
and further decrease the quality of life. Unfortunately, the state will directly contribute to' 
decreased property values for this area because of inconsistency in applying eligibility 
criteria. We do not consider our homes the buffer zone for homes built prior to the 
beltway. Yet this is what the state has unfairly determined. 

In fairness to all Maryland citizens and taxpayers, consistency should be afforded all. If 
my assessment is correct, it is very difficult to accept a state decision to worsen the quality 
of life for a small area of Maryland which falls into the same criteria as all of the homes 
being covered by the noise barrier. 

Please consider these significant points of inconsistency. The profound adverse impact on 
our community is also inconsistent with your initiatives to improve the quality of life for 
Maryland citizens. Thank for your attention to this important issue involving fairness and 
the quality of life focus. 

Sincerely, 

Mary J. Kozma 
7009 Rainswood Court 
Bethesda, MD 20817 

cc:       Secretary David L. Winstead, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

-'Mr. Charles Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design SHA 
Senator Brian E. Frosh, 16th District Delegation 
Delegate Gilbert J. Genn, 16th District Delegation 
Delegate Marilyn Goldwater, 16th District Delegation 
Delegate Nancy K. Kopp, 16th District Delegation 

Mik 
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The Honorable Paixis N. Gfeadeoipfl January^ 1998 

Annapolis, Maryland2l401 ^ Y^ p, JXX-rfV^J-fA • J^*^ 

Subject Ncdse Barrier West of Greemree Road inner Loop of 1-495 *^    ^ ^^ 

Dear Governor Glendeniiig, l: SECEiETARY D£PARTMENT 
flE IRANSPOPTATION 

Thank you for your interest and support in creating initiatives to improve tiie quality of life 
for Marsfand dtizeiis. Your fixus and consistency in this area is admirable. As a resident 
of Maryland, a recent decision regarding a SOO foot gap.in the conatmction of noise 
barriers in our area has a negative impact and a tent of discrimination that wamnts 
considsaiion. ,, 

The inner loop of 1-495 from Bradley Boulevard to Femwood Road has been classified as 
eligible far noise barrier construction except for a 500 foot gap west of Greentree Road. 
The reason for the 500 foot gap is that the houses in this area were constmcted afterthe 
beltway. However, the significant decibel recordings meet the criteria. There is an 
initiative to "restudy the section", but the tmeliness and coordination for the eligible noise 
barrier is questionable. ' •' 

I have some cradal concerns regarding eligibility for the noise barrier for which our 
section is eliminated and not found eligible. 

L Since beltway construction was initiated iil959/early 1960 and completed August, 
1964, it appears by public record that there is a discrepancy in eligibility criteria which 
appnwes some areas and not others. Homes were constmcted in 1963 on Newbold Drive 
while the beltway was being constructed. Tfcose homes built while the beltway was under 
construction were in full knowledge of what was occurring. The plans had long been in 
existence and the positioning of the beltway had been long laid down as planned and 
approved. ' 

The section of 1-495 west of Femwood is eligible and yet these homes were built in 1963 
and afterward which indicates building pemuts were obtained Again the beltway plans 
existed and was under construction. The few homes on Newbold Drive built in 1963 were 
the criteria for the eligibility of other homes later build on Newbold Drive, Newbold Place, 
and Newbold Court; yet homes on Longwood Drive, much, much older, were not used as 
criteria to determine eligibility for Rainswood Court, Brooke Drive and Greentree Road. 
Our observation of the eligibility for the 5 Newbold Drive homes buQt m 1963 that were 
used as criteria for all of Bradley Manor to be eligible for the barrier, are a great distance 
from the beltway and perhaps a greater distance than the 1940's and I950's homes in the 
7000 and 7100 blocks of Longwood Drive t^at would be impacted by the SOO foot gap. 
Why are we different? 
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Z. Criteria, for di^biDly (homes buSt prior to the bettway) allow some newer homeg to be 
"sandwiched "in between (7200 block of Annai Drive). These homes were built after 
ours and are granted roughly the sane length or greater of noise barrier coverage as the 
500 foot gap in our area. 

The logic of this is not dear, since wo have homes a short discance behind ours which are 
effected by the bdtway noise and would be impacted by the 500 foot gap, and constructed 
before the beltway (7000,7100 block of Longwood Drive and some 7200 block homes on 
Longwood Drive) as weU as a 1963 Brooke Drive home. Can thie fine line of 
discrimination be explained? 

Allowing this 50Q. foot gap in the noise barrier construction, in essence allows the state to 
worsen our current beltway noise, potentiate a ygrafift*^ fimnd effect for facraasftd noise, 
and fimher decrease the quality of life. Unfbnunaidy, the state will direcdy contribute to 
decreased property values for this area because of inconsistency in applying eligibility 
.criteria: We do not consider our homes the buffer zone for homes built prior to the 
beltway. Yet this is what the state has unfeiriy detennined. 

In fairness to all Maryland citizens and taxpayers, consistency should be afforded all. If 
my assBssmenr is correct, it is very difficult to accept a state decision to worsen the quality 
of life for a small area of Maryland which Ms into the same criteria as all of the homes 
being covered by the noise barrier. 

Please consider these signfficgnt points of inconsistency. The profound adverse impact on 
our community is also meonsifitent with your initiatives to improve the quality of life for 
Maryland citizens. Thank fbr your attention to this important issue involving feimess and 
the quality of life focus. 

Sincerely, 

I   Mary I. Kozma 
!   7009 Rainswood Court 
'   Bethesda, MD 20817 

cc:     /Secretary David L. Wmstead, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr- Parker F, Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Charles Adams, Director, Office of Enwonmenral Design SHA 
Senator Brian £. Frosh, 16th District Delegadon 
Delegate Gilbert J. Gam, 16th District Delegation 
Delegate Marilyn Goldwater, 16th District Delegation 
Delegate Nancy K. Kopp, 16th District tieUgaiion 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

August 22, 1997 

Ms. Francine Kurlansky 
7601 Dwight Drive 
Bethesda,MD 20817   ' ; 

Dear Ms. Kurlansky: 

It was a pleasure to speak with you again recently regarding the status of the noise level analysis for your 
community along 1-495. I have enclosed copies of the results of the noise level testing as we discussed (labeled as 
Exhibit 1), and regret the delay in getting this information to you. Your patience is greatly appreciated. In addition 
to the 24-hour measurement data from your home, I've also included noise level data and diagrams from three other 
locations in the area. 

Specifically, Exhibit 1 shows a compilation of the continuous 15-minute noise level values collected during 
our test, and a composite hourly average noise level (labeled "Hourly Leq"). The shaded values are those at 66 
decibels (dBA) or above. A graphical depiction of the same data is shown at the bottom of Exhibit 1, and includes a 
comparison with the impact threshold level of 66 dBA. In addition, I've included our field data sheets for each of 
the three additional "short-term" noise level tests (location diagram, time, etc.), and the actual printouts of the noise 
level data for each test. On the printouts, I've also highlighted the average (Leq) noise level related to each attached 
datasheet. Finally, I've included a three page information package of explanatory notes that more fully explains all 
the data shown on the printouts. 

As I mentioned, the noise policy is still being finalized and thus, our initial target date for having decisions 
rendered on new potential project areas must be pushed back.   The original intent was to have the policy issues 
settled by now. However, we are continuing our data collection and technical evaluations so that when the time 
comes, we will have all the information needed to complete the policy evaluations quickly. I will continue to keep 
you updated periodically on our progress. 

Again, thank you for your patience.  If you have any further questions or comments in the meantime, 
please feel free to call me at (410) 545-8601. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth D. Polcak 
Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 

Enclosures 
cc: Noise Abatement Team 

^ 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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October 10, 1997 

LMH ^  O^^.  *t 
lmh@arinc.com 

Dear LMH: 
TTtpf &Qe-U Q^*^^( 

Thank you for your recent Internet inquiry to Governor Glendening regarding sound 
barriers for Aris T. Allen Boulevard (MD665) in Annapolis. The Governor asked me to 
respond on his behalf. 

There are two instances when sound barriers are considered in Maryland. The first is 
when expansion of an existing highway is planned and the second is for those areas that were 
built before the construction of the original highway, at .a time before noise was a recognized 
adverse impact. Communities built after the highway are not eligible for sound barriers. The 
emphasis of our sound barrier policy is that local government is responsible for addressing 
highway noise when reviewing proposals for a new noisie sensitive development. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) Office of Environmental Design is 
responsible for overseeing the State's involvement with sound barriers. If you would provide 
them with more specific information detailing exactly where your community is, I am quite 
sure they would be most helpful in answering your questions. If you could provide them with 
a mailing address, they will forward to you a copy of Maryland' s Noise Policy and a copy of 
SHA's Community resource guide for your use. \ 

Thank you for your inquiry. The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and on his 
behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write. If you need additional 
information regarding noise abatement matters, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached via the Internet at 
cadams@sha.state.gov.md.us, or by telephone at 410-545-8640. 

i 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

ii 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration \ 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 



LMH (A/fr 
Page Two 

bcc: 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 

State Highway Administration 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Mr.Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- October 10, 1997 -- Serial #7332 

E:\CORRESP\1997\LMH lOOS'.DLW     00/00/00 0:00 AM 

t 
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jl 
l. THE SECRETARV'S OFFICE . 

' MDOT - SHERRY VARNER - MS 255   • 
REQUEST FOB PREPARATION OF GOVERNOR'S CORRESPONDENCE 

11 

TO:    WILLIAMS 

EKOM:  , lameARXNC 

RE: NOISE BARRIERS 

10/03/9? 

LOG DATE: 10/08/97 /dlw  SERIAL#:  7332 

DATEi 10/10/97 

! 

RESPOND  BY:   10/16/97 

i 

, i SS,SnS«.8SS5S£&S):.«B«f «««. SHOW 
CC TO SECRETARY  : • ^^^ 

r   ]     PREPAKE. RESPONSE FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 
[   ]     PLEASE HANDLE- AS APPROPRIATE 

FOR TJ5E BY RESPONSIBLE UNIT 

TO BE RETURNED TO ADMINISTRATOR'S OEHCE BY: -   ' V  \- )   n 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

J0M7 

FOR USE BY ASSIGNED AREA 

RESPONSE PREPARED BY 

FOR USE BY ASSlWUiU AIUSA , y 

(Name / TelqBttonB / Daie) 

TYPED BY:  
PROOI'READ BY: 

RECORD OF INTERIM TELEPHONE RESPONSE 

(You can buy yourself some additional time in preparing a written reply by tdephonmg^the 

reply. Please fill this portion and mail oaclc me green so&a. *> wu^ 
reply deadline.) 

Name of Person Called: 
Writtca follow-up wili be 

Dale: 

D-TSO-001 
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OCT 10 '97 01:47PM SHfi ADMINISTRATOR 410 333 1586 P.Z^Z 
10-10-9'/ a:z-j m  . , 

RECEIVED 

To:vinstead@darkJiet SECRETARY 
SuhgectNo^BaitwrB^otwa^tel Off ARTMENI OP TRANSPORTATTW 

Date: Fri, 03 Oct 199714:42:43-0400 
From: <hhh@arinccciin> 
To: govemoi@gov.statejnd.us 
Sutjecc Noise Bairiers 

Sir, 
u i     - Tifv^nAmanoIis. 1^ home is next to a highway (665-Aris T. 

Maybe you canhdp me. l^m/aai^^i^m& I inquired about a noise bamer 
MeaBlvd). Trees sepame my bouse &om the tag&way.      q 
to the following people: 

major bigjiway. 

tofte^ia.e.wtat^woptiom? Wtois^l*^ WhoUrespite? 

Thank you for your help in this mattec. 

• 



v 
s lnih@arinc.com, 11:11 AM 10/22/97,  Noise Barriers 

To: <linh@arinc.com> To: <linh@arinc.com> ^ "l 
^^     From: David Winstead <win3tead@clark.net> „ (}  // 
/^^ Subject: Noise Barriers pV 
"^P Cc: 

Bcc: <govemoregov.state.md.us> s 
Attachedr 

October 22, 1997 

^linKQarinc. com v 1; 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Thank you for your recent internet message to Governor Glendening regarding sound 
barriers for Afis T. Allen Boulevard (MD 665) in Annapolis.  The Governor asked me to 
respond on his behalf. 

In Maryland, sound barriers are considered for two types of communities.  The first 
is an existing community which will suffer an adverse!noise impact as a result of the 
expansion of an existing. State-owned highway.  The second is for communities that were 
built before the original highway was, at a time before noise was recognized as having an 
adverse impact on residents.  Communities built after the highway are not eligible for 
State-funded sound barriers unless the highway is expanded. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) oversees• the State's involvement with highway 
sound barriers. Their noise policy emphasizes that, when a local government reviews 
proposals for new developments which may be sensitive to highway noise, the local 
government is responsible for addressing the noise issue. 

Again, thank you for your internet message.  The Governor appreciates hearing from 
you, and on his behalf, I. also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write  If 
you need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's 
Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached via the internet at 
cadams@sha.state.gov.md.us, or by telephone at 410-545-8640.  He would also be pleased to 
send you a copy of the noise policy and other material, if you would let him know your 
mailing address. 

i 

Sincerely, ' 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:   Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
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lmh@arinc.com 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
vMr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Mr.Philip Troll,  OED/LAD/NAT -- October 10, 1997 -- Serial #7332 
E:\CORRESP\1997\LMH 1003.DLW      00/00/00 0:00 AM 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration \ % 

<\h 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

July 29, 1997 

Ms. Paula Laboy 
8222 Stone Trail Drive 
Bethesda,MD 20817 

ji 

Dear Ms. Laboy: 
ji 

Thank you for you phone call regarding your community and highway noise originating from 1-495. 

As you requested I have attached a copy of the Noise Impact Analysis for the Proposed Widening of I- 
495 dated December of 1984, and a copy of the "Finding of No Significant Impact" (FONSI) approved 
July 20, 1988. These documents were developed to address the widening of the "Capital Beltway" (1-495) 
from North of MD 190 (River Road) to Virginia Route 193 (Georgetown Pike). I have taken the liberty 
of highlighting the portions of the documents relating to you community. Unfortunately, I was in error 
when I thought we had taken recent noise measurements in your community. We have no record of any 
noise measurements being taken since 1988. The 1988 noise readings are shown on Table 3 of the FONSI 
and were taken at 8218 Stone Trail Drive. ,, 

The State Highway Administration is evaluating numerous communities for their eligibility under the 
revised noise policy.  The Carderock Springs community will be included among those to be evaluated. 
The review is scheduled to be completed in early fall of 1997, at which time we will advise you of the 
results. 

Once again thank you for your concerns about highway noise. If you have any questions concerning this 
information please do not hesitate to call me at (410) 545-8599. 

Sincerely, 

.ID? tblz-^ 

James D. Hade 
Team Leader 
Noise Abatement Team 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Maryland Department of Tmnsportation ^o^,,^ 
The Secretary's Office 0^ °^&

L- Wlnstead 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

July 11, 1997 

The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke 
Montgomery County Council 
100 Maryland Avenue ' 
RockvilleMD 208?}    .A,^^ 

Dear Councilwcypairttrahnke: 

Thank you for your recent letter in support of our revised sound barrier policy. I am 
pleased to hear you feel there have been improvements over the previous policy. At the 
direction of Governor Glendening, our intent when we undertook the review was to increase 
the flexibility of the approach to the review and evaluation of requests for sound barriers. 

You have maintained a strong interest in the issue of sound barriers, particularly in 
the noise triangle area of the 1-270 spurs and 1-495. The State Highway Administration has 
completed a preliminary review of the issues at numerous communities and as a result of this 
review still has some remaining work to do. It is anticipated this additional analysis will be 
completed by the end of the summer, at which time you will be contacted:  We want to make 
sure our decisions on sound barriers are fair and equitable. 

Again, thank you for your continued interest in the sound barrier program and also 
your patience and understanding as we work through these reviews.  If you have any 
questions, please call me or feel free to contact Ms. Leslie Frelow, who may be reached at 
(410)865-1010. 

Sincerely, 

Dsmd L. Winstead 
Secretary    • 

cc:       Ms. Leslie Frelow, Special Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department 
of Transportation 

My telephone number is (410)- oOJ-lUUU 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke ^ 
Page Two 

bcc:    Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

'Mr. James Hade, Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

i - \ 

x- 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

•fi 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

July 11, 1997 

Ms. Paula Titus Laboy 
Carderock Springs Citizens Association 
P.O.Box 34831 
BethesdaMD 20827 , 

£ 
i: 

Dear Ms. Laboy: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding highway traffic noise along 1-495 in the 
Carderock Springs community in Montgomery County.  I certainly appreciate your concern 
and want to give you an update on the progress of our work on this issue as it relates to 
Carderock Springs. 

A number of communities have been identified in Montgomery County which are 
affected by traffic noise.  We are looking at all communities in the 1-270 spurs and 1-495 
"noise triangle" to evaluate those areas, in light of our new noise policy, that pre-date the 
original highways and those which do not pre-date the highways.  These analyses will be 
completed by the end of Summer. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design at 410-545-8640. 

Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Ms. Paula Titus Laboy 
July 11, 1997 
Page Two 

bcc:    Mr. James D. Hade, Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
CMr. Kenneth D. Polcak, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
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July?, 1997 

Ms. Paula Titus Laboy 
Carderock Springs Citizrens Association 
P.O.Box 34831 
Bethesda, MD 20827 

Dear Ms. Laboy: 
ii 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding highway traffic noise along 1-495 in the 
Carderock Springs communinty in Montgomery County] I certainly appreciate your concern and 
want to give you an update on the progress of our work on this issue as it relates to Carderock 
Springs. 

There have been a number of communities identified in Montogomery County that are 
affected by traffic noise. At this time , we are essentially looking at all communities in the 1-270 
spurs and 1-495 "noise triangle", with the intent to assess all of these areas in light of the new 
Policy, including both those areas which pre-date the original highways, and those which do not. 
Until the State Highway Administration (SHA) has completed the required analyses, we are not 
making any new approvals for funding of new noise barrier projects. We anticipate that all the 
analyses and review will be completed by the end of this summer, at which time we will notify 
you of the outcome. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you should have any further questions concerning this 
matter, please feel free to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental 
Design at (410) 545-8640. \ 

Sincerely, ] 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design, SHA 



Ms. Paula Titus Laboy 
July?, 1997 

page 2 

bcc:     Mr. James D. Hade, Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak, Noise Abatement Team,.SHA 

prepared by : K.D. Polcak - 7/7/97 

e:corresp\l 997\drafts\leboy 1 .pfw 
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CARDEROCK SPRINGS CITIZENS' ASSOCIATION ^ 

P.O. Box 34831 
Bethesda, Maryland 20827 

June 25, 1997 

Parker F. Williams, Administrator 
State Highway AdSmmistotioB 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Marykwi 212Q2 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

The Carderock Sprmgs CiteeniS7 Associatioi^ lepresCTstmg tite 
households in our eommiimiity; is fonnaffly meqoiestmg Ae msftallatiigynT of belway 
noise barriers along the staefech of the feelwarjr (495) which torders the homes in ow 
neighborhood and Utoe CardesrcM^ Spdrags EtemsMM}' SdteodL. Qw fissHdeMs amh Stoe 
children who attend our local school have waited patiently and endured excessive 
beltway noise long enough, and with the additional money recently pledged by 
Governor Glendening for the installation of noise barriers in the State, it is now 
Carderock Springs' turn to receive the noise barriers. 

I spoke with Jim Hade in the Office of Environmental Design and the 
Department Highways on June 4, who informed me that the State Highway 
Administration requested that office to examine all neighborhoods bordering the 
495/270 "noise triangle" in the Bethesda Area. According to Mr. Hade, current 
noise readings were taken earlier this spring in the Carderock neighborhood. I have 
not yet received a copy of those readings from Mr. Hade, although he promised to 
send them some time ago. Mr. Hade also quoted a "study" which indicated that the 
Carderock neighborhood would not show a significant increase in noise due to the 
recent widening of the beltway. I have not received a copy of this study from Mr. 
Hade yet either. 

Most troubling about my conversation with Mr. Hade were his comments that 
whether our neighborhood is eligible for the noise barriers would be governed under 
die old SHA noise policy dated April 1987, and not the new policy dated December 
9, 1996, because the expansion and capacity additions to the beltway were 
completed prior to the adoption of the new policy. The interpretation is wrong and 
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Mr. Williams ^ 
June 25,1997 
Page 2 

is not supported by the language of the new policy itself. Nowhere does the new 
policy currently in effect in this State indicate that the date of completion of a new 
road or an expansion govern which policy is applicable! Therefore, Carderock's 
request for the installation of noise barriers is entitled to consideration solely under 
the new and current SHA noise policy. 

Under the noise policy, this request Mis under the Type I category involving 
capacity additions to existing highways. Although I have not yet received all the 
current noise reading data as requested from the Highway Administration under the 
current noise policy, Carderock is eligible for the noise barriers based on data from 
ten years ago! The following facts provide a sampling of why Carderock deserves 
the installation of the noise barriers: 

• In November 1984, the noise level readings for our neighborhood equaled 
or exceeded 66 decibels, the current threshold under the noise policy. 
(See Attachment A, Table 1.) By July 1986, the noise level at the 
Elementary School had increased from 69 to 72 decibels. (See 
Attachment B.) 

• In November 1984, the impact of the installation of noise barriers was 
estimated to have reduced noise by from 9 to 12 decibels. The current 
noise policy only requires a reduction of 7-10 decibels. (See Attachment 
A, Table 3.) 

• In May 1985, the Department of Transportation found that noise barriers 
were justified for om" meEgMjoAoodL (See AttedimeEit C) 

• The homes in our neighborhood were planned prior to and bmlt virtualy 
simultaneously with the beltway's iMtial constractioiiii, even if ceitaim 
homes wore completed after the bdlway was.. 

• Over the past 30 years, the number of lanes on the behway adjacent to our 
neighboihood has mcieased sigmficaiiliy, and the amMitmt of traffic has 
grown exponsentiiaPy.. The metease in traffic is not expected to abate, trot 
in fact is predicted to get worse. Prehmmary talks are already underway 
for additional capacity increases to the beltway in om area. 

• The students attending Carderock Springs Elementary School must endure 
excesstvenmase and exposure io pollutants emamtmg from the heltway. 



Mr. Williams 
June 25, 1997 
Page 3 

#* 

• 

This sitaatMM is exaceAated foy tiie feet ttat tMs sclho©! is ome of only a 
handful in the comity wMdi does not cnnentily have air eonditiorang and 
which is not scheduled for Tenovations which would include adding air 
conditioning.    As a lesnlt, the windows and doors to the school are 
frequently left open — to the roar of the neaAy Ibeltway noise and 
pollution!. 
Safety is also am issme.   Residois of ow meigMjoriiood Iwing m close 
proximity to the behway have reported persons knocking on their doors in 
the middle of tine mght claimmg to have tookeia down on the heltw^r^ 

• Levelimg of Ae earthen term omentiy separatmg our nei^iboihood ftMe 
the beltway ocaaned ccacodei!itaIly7T dmmg the recent capacity expansion 
construction. Nothing was done to remedy this situation or die increase in 
noise it created. 

• Over the years, the foeltwayTs roadbed has beem wmsed hy repeated 
resurfacing and lane expansion. TWs has increased the amonmt of noise 
reaching our neighbofhood homes, and created an eyesore. Residents can 
now see the signs and traffic on the beltway, where before they conld not.. 

In light of the above and the relaxed noise policy ciMiently in effect, noise 
bamers for the section of the beltway 'adjacent to the Carderock Springs 
neighborhood is both feasible under the policy and extreniely desirable. This 
neighborhood has been waiting for more than a decade for somnd barriers, and urges 
that the time for waiting is over and the time for action is npon is. 

I look forward to your reply to our request. Thank you in advance for your 
attention to this matter, and please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions. 

Sincerely, 

Paula Titus Laboy 
Second Vice-President Ls 



noise.doc 

cc:     Councikmemlher Betty Ami Kratoike 
Senator Brian E. Frosh 
Delegate Gilbert X Gam 
Delegate Mamcy K. Kopp 
Delegate Maolym R. Goldwater 
Secretary, Department of Transportatioii 
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SECTION I:    INTRODUCTION 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Maryland State Highway Administration is studying-proposed 
improvements to Interstate Route 4-95 from River Road to the Potomac River 
in Montgomery County, Maryland (see Location Map). The study is considering 
the No-Build and Build alternates as follows: 

No-Build Alternate • 

No major highway construction would occur with the No-Build 
Alternate to measurably affect the ability of the highway to accommodate 

Se predicted  increase  in traffic volumes up to the design year 2010. 
tine maintenance within the existing  right-of-way would continue to 
performed as warranted.  As the predicted traffic volume  increases 

are realized,  increasing congestion will be experienced by motorists. 

Build Alternate 

The Build Alternate involves widening on the inside or median 
side of the existing highway to achieve capacity requirements along 1-4-95. 
This scheme would construct an additional travel lane on each roadway 
within the existing median area. 

t 

Outside shoulder improvements will be performed in several 
interchange areas and on curves to improve geometrical design. 

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS 

A noise monitoring program conducted by Greiner Engineering 
Sciences, Inc. in November 1984- indicated that existing noise levels 
at 10 of 23 receptors within three of six noise sensitive areas exceed 
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 67 dBA noise abatement criteria. 

Receptors within all six noise sensitive areas will experience 
design year (2010) Leq noise levels above the FHWA criteria with the 
No-Build Alternate. These receptors would also experience design year 
Leq noise levels above the abatement criteria with the Build Alternate. 

1-1 
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Design year noise levels will exceed existing ambient noise levels by up to 
9 dBA. Abatement considerations were examined at each of the sensitive 
areas. Of the abatement measures investigated, the design year noise levels 
can be effectively reduced in all six sensitive areas. 
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SECTION II: EXISTING NOISE ENVIRONMENT 

^ 

IDENTIFICATION OF NOISE SENSITIVE AREAS 

Six noise sensitive areas have been identified in the study 
area. These areas consist of residential, educational, recreational 
and religious uses. The six areas, designated A through F, as well as the 
ambient monitoring sites, are shown on Plates 1 and 2. All of the areas 
identified are Category B uses as defined by Federal Highway Adminis- 
tration FHPM 7.7.3. 

Area A consists of the area west of 1-4-95 and north of River 
Road (Maryland 190). The area is approximately one mile in length and 
includes ambient monitoring sites 11,  13,  1*,  16,  18 and 19. 

Area B is the area east of 1-4-95 and north of River Road. As with 
Area A, the section extends approximately one mile. This area includes 
ambient sites 8,  12,  15,  17 and 20. 

Area C is a 2,200-foot section parallel to and east of 1-4-95 
between River Road and the Cabin John Parkway. The area is primarily 
affected by Exit Ramp K. This area includes ambient monitoring sites 9, 
10,  22 and 23. 

Area D extends  south  from the underpass of Seven Locks Road 
underpass of MacArthur  Boulevard  along the east  side of 1-4-95. 

;;: ea  is  approximately  5,800 feet  in  length and  includes ambient 
monitoring sites 3, 4-, and 6. * 

Area E extends along the west side of 1-4-95 from the underpass 
of Seven Locks Road to the Persimmon Tree Road overpass, a section approxi- 
mately 4-,000 feet in length. This area includes ambient monitoring sites 2, 
5, 7 and 21. Site 5 is the Carderock Springs Elementary School while the 
others are residential units. ji 

' I; 

Area F is a cluster of five dwellings along Eggert Drive north of 
the MacArthur Boulevard underpass, on the west side of 1-4-95. Ambient 
monitoring site 1 was analyzed as the typical case for a section approxi- 
mately 800 feet in length. 

II-1 
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Table 1 

Existing Noise Levels 

# 

Area Site Use Address Ambient L eg 

A 11 Residential 3405 Seven Locks Road [70] 

13 Residential 7706 Cindy Lane [73] 

14 Residential 7704 Groton Road [69] 

16 Residential 7604 Quintana Court [73] 

18 Residential 7605 Dwight Drive [69] 

19 Residential 8613 Seven Locks Road 65 

B 8 Residential 7409 Arrowwood Road [68] 

12 Residential 7725 Arrowwood Court [72] 

15 Residential 3 Arrowwood Terrace [68] 

17 Residential 9104 Kittery Lane [69] 

20 Residential 7417 Arrowwood Road 62 

C 9 Residential 7541 Pepperell Drive 61 
10 Residential 33 Pepperell Court 66 
22 Residential 7525 Pepperell Drive 63 
23 Residential 7613 Royal Dominion Drive 62 

D 3 Residential 6513 Carlyhn Drive 64 
4 Residential 6925 Persimmon Tree Road 65 
6 Residential 8021 Cypress Grove 66 

E 2 Educational Persimmon Tree Lane [69] 

5 Residential 8218 Stonei Trail 67 
* 7 Residential 7608 Hamilton Springs Road 63 

21 Residential 8016 Thornley Court 66 

- 1 Residential 8700 Eggert Road 62 

[ ] Exceeds Federal Highway Administration Noise Abatement Criteria. 
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SECTION III: FUTURE YEAR NOISE IMPACTS 
>' 

NOISE EVALUATION CRITERIA 

The noise abatement criteria, as currently defined in the FHWA 
Procedures for Abatement of Highway Traffic Noise and Construction Noise 
(23 CFR 7.7.2, Table 1), were used to determine the overall noise impact of 
the proposed project. These criteria state that, for the existing land use 
categories in the project area, design hour Leq sound levels must not 
exceed 67 dBA. The Leq metric represents" the average noise level in a 
predetermined time period, in this case one hour. 

MODELING .APPROACH 

Future year (2010) noise level modeling for both the Build and 
.Id conditions was performed using the STAMINA 2.0 computer model 
oped by the FHWA. This model, the most recently approved program from 

fHWA, allows the input of multiple roadways and receptors making it 
ideal for the project's configuration. 

ii 

Necessary input data for the STAMINA program include: 

.    Coordinates  and  elevation  of  each roadway 
segment; , 

? .    Number of vehicles of each type (cars, medium 
trucks,   heavy  trucks)  per roadway segment; 

.    Average speed for each vehicle type; 

.    Location  and   elevation of any ground cover 
material   such   as  trees   and/or   shrubs;   and 

.    Location and elevation of each receptor. 

Roadway, ground cover and receptor coordinates were based on the 
photogrammetric mapping provided by the Administration. Receptor coordi- 
nates correspond to the monitoring locations.  Traffic volumes utilized 
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reflect Level of Service C traffic in the design year (2010). Directional 
splits and average speeds were all derived from previously prepared Admins- 
tration data. 

NO-BUILD ALTERNATE 

Evaluation of the No-Build Alternate was performed to serve as a 
base case from which to assess the specific noise level increases resulting 
from the proposed improvements. The No-Build Alternate assumes that no 
improvements, other than normal maintenance, will occur within the project 
area. Modeling of this scenario resulted in the predicted hourly Leq values 
shown in Table 2. 

The results of the modeling show several situations where the 
predicted noise levels are lower than the current measured ambient levels. 
The explanation for this is based upon the fact that the ambient noise 
levels can be expected to fluctuate during the day and from day-to-day. 
This is due to differing traffic volumes, vehicle mix and speeds, influence 
from non-hiahway noise sources, etc. The monitoring programs did not 
attempt to "determine vehicular volume, mix, or speed, therefore, it 
can be expected that there may be circumstances where predicted levels 
do not equal or exceed monitored values. Additionally, because ambient 
noise levels will not be increased above the 10 dBA criteria, the relation- 
ship to FHWA Noise Abatement Criteria is more critical. 

Receptors within all six of the sensitive areas will experience 
•-sign year noise levels which exceed the FHWA Leq 67 dBA noise abatement 
criteria. The maximum noise level would be 73 dBA within Area A with the 
maximum increase over the ambient Leq (8 dBA) occurring within Area 
E. 

As these noise levels are expected to occur without any improve- 
ments to the existing interstate, abatement considerations are not war- 
ranted. 

BUILD ALTERNATE 

Construction of the proposed improvements would not necessarily 
place traffic closer to the noise sensitive areas. However, the anticipated 
overall increase in traffic volume resulting from the added travel lane 
would yield the hourly Lgq's at each receptor within each site shown in 
Table 3* 
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Table 2 

No-Build Alternate Noise Levels 

% 

Area      Receptor      Hourly L^q      Change from Ambient 

A        11 66 -4 
-2 
+2 
0 

+1 
+2 

-1 
-1 
+2 
-2 
+5 

+5 
-2 
+2 
+1 

+6 
+6 
+4 

0 
+5 
+3 
+3 

[68] +6 

11 66 
13 [71] 
14 [71] 
16 [73] 
18 [70] 
19 67 

8 67 
12 [71] 
15 [70] 
17 67 
20 67 

9 66 
10 [68] 
22 65 
23 63 

3 [70] 
4 [71] 
6 [70] 

2 [69] 
5 [72] 
7 [71] 

21 [69] 

[ ] Exceeds Federal Highway Administration Noise Abatement Criteria. 
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9 Table 3 • 

Build Alternate Noise Levels 

Build 
Change Build 

Noise From Optimized 
Sensitive Receptor Ambient No-Build Build Ambient Barrier Attenuation 

Area Site 

[70] 

Leq 

66 67 -3 

^ Leq 

A 11 64 3 
13 [73] [71] [72] -1 61 11 
14 [69] [71] [72] +3 63 9 
16 •  [73] [73] [74] •1 62 12 
18 [69] [70] [71] •2 63 8 

. 19 65 67 [68] •3 65 3 

B S [68] 67 [68] 0 58 10 
12 [72] [71] [72] 0 65 7 
15 [68] [70] [71] •3 62 9 
17 [69] 67 [68] -1 59 9 
20 62 67 [68] +6 59 9 

C 9 61 66 67; +6 56 11 
10 66 [68] [69] • 3 60 9 
22 63 65 66 •3 56 10 
23 62 63 64 +2 59 5 

D 3 64 [70] [71] •7 63 8 
4 65 [71] [72] 47 61 11 
6 66 [70] [71] •5 ;          60 11 

E 2 [69] [69] [70] 
f 

+1 61 9 
5 67 [72] [73] +6 64 9 
7 63 [71] [72] +9 60 12 

21 66 [69] [70] •4 60 10 

F 1 62 [68] 
i 

[69] •7 59 10 

lll'k 
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The analysis of Impact was based upon two criteria as follows: 

. Relationship of predicted noise levels to 
ambient levels. Where ambient levels would 
increase by more than lO'dBA abatement consid- 
eration is warranted. 

. Relationship of predicted noise levels to 
FHWA abatement criteria. If predicted noise 
levels exceed the criteria, abatement measures 
warrant consideration. 

Relationship to Ambient Levels 

The Build Alternate would not result in increases in ambient 
• levels in excess of the 10 decibel criteria used for consideration 

ore abatement considerations are not warranted at any site for 
any receptor, based on this criterion. 

Relationship to FHWA Abatement Criteria 

The basis for consideration of noise abatement measures utilized 
in this analysis is an Leq noise level greater than 67 dBA. 

Examination of Table 3 indicates that hourly Leq noise levels 
in all six of the noise sensitive areas analyzed would exceed 67 dBA. A 
summary of this follows. 

I! 

Abatement Analysis 

The abatement analysis was performed by the placement of a 
• ier between the roadway and receptor sites in each noise sensitive 

. A base height was chosen and the barrier broken into segments. 
jter model runs were then made to determine the optimum barrier, both 

in neight and length that could be constructed to meet the following three 
criteria. First, that the Leq noise level be at or below the FHWA 67 dBA 
LeQ noise abatement criteria. Second, that the attenuation from the 
barrier be approximately 10 dBA, and third, that the barrier result in a 
balanced Leq throughout the area. 

Area A would experience Build hourly Leq levels ranging from 67 
dBA to 7k dBA. The resultant change from the ambient would be up to a 3 dBA 
increase. A barrier ±4,740 feet in length varying in height from 19 to 
22 feet would lower the resultant Leq values to within the FHWA criteria. 
These levels would range from 61 dBA to ;65 dBA. The cost of the barrier 
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would be approximately $2,370,000. The barrier would provide protection for 
approximately 27 first row residences at an average cost of $87,800 per 
residence. The barrier would begin at Station 759± and provide an attenua- 
tion range from 3 to 12 decibels. 

Area B, north and east of the 1-495 River Road interchange, 
would experience Leq levels ranging from 68 to 72 dBA. To meet the FHWA 
criteria, a barrier ±3,850 feet long and 20 feet in height would be 
required. This would result in design year Leq values ranging from 58 to 
65 decibels. The cost of such a barrier is estimated to be $475,700 to 
protect approximately 28 first row residences ($68,800 per residence). 
The barrier would start at Station 754± and provide attenuations ranging 
from 7 to 10 decibels. 

Area C, south and east of the 1-495 River Road interchange, 
would require a barrier *2,200 feet in length with heights ranging from 
20 to 25 feet to provide protection for 18 residences and obtain noise 
levels within the FHWA criteria. Without the barrier, Leq levels would 
range from 64 to 69 dBA where the aforementioned barrier would lower levels 
to a range from 56 to 60 dBA. The cost of the barrier would be approxi- 
mately $1,210,000 ($67,200 per residence). The attenuation would range from 
5 to 10 decibels for the barrier placed along Ramp D. 

Area D, east of 1-495 between MacArthur Boulevard and Seven 
Locks Road, would have design year l-eq's in the 71-72 dBA range for 36 
residences. A barrier 18 to 23 feet in height, ±5,740 feet long, beginning 
at Station 849±, would provide protection to meet the FHWA criteria at an 
approximate cost of $2,870,000 ($130,500 per residence). This barrier would 
maintain noise levels at or near the present ambient range (60-63 dBA) and 
provide attenuations ranging from 8 to 11 decibels. 

' Area E, between Persimmon Tree Road and Seven Locks Road west 
•95, would have resultant Leq levels ranging from 70 to 73 dBA. A 

-..-i. . ier ±3,980 feet long ranging from 18 to 24 feet in height would 
lower the Build Len levels at or below the FHWA criteria and within the 
range of 60 to 64 dBA. The cost of such a wall, located beginning at 
Station 838±, is approximately $2,089,500. Approximately 30 residences 
($69,700 per residence) would be protected as well as the Carderock Springs 
Elementary School. Attenuation would range from 9 to 12 decibels. 

Area F, on Eggert Road, would require a barrier ±410 feet long 
and 22 feet tall to provide the protection needed for five residential 
dwellings. Such a wall would lower the Leg level from 69 dBA to 59 dBA at 
an approximately cost of $225,500 ($45,TOO per residence). The barrier 
would begin at Station 894±. 
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4 0 
The approximate cost of the barriers is based on an in-place 

cost of $25.00 per square foot and is in 1984 dollars. 

CONSTRUCTION NOISE !; 

An inevitable increase in project area noise levels will occur 
during the construction of the proposed improvements. Such noise differs 
significantly from that generated by normal traffic due to its unusual 
spectral and temporal nature. The actual level of noise impact during 
this period will be a function of the number and types of equipment being 
used as well as the overall construction procedure. 

Generally, construction activity would occur during normal 
working hours on weekdays. Therefore, noise intrusions from construction 
activities probably would not occur during critical sleep or outdoor 
recreation periods. I 

A number of measures can be utilized in order to minimize noise 
resulting from such activities. Such measures include, but by no means 
are limited to, the following: 

. Any internal combustion engine used for any 
purpose on or related to the job should be 
equipped  with  a properly operating muffler; 

. Conduct truck loading, unloading and hauling 
so that noise is kept to .a minimum;   * 

. Route construction equipment and vehicles in 
areas that will cause the least disturbance 
to nearby receptors where possible; and 

. When appropriate, place continuously operated 
diesel-powered equipment, such as compressors 
or generators, in areas as far from or shielded 
from noise sensitive locations. 
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SECTION IV:    CONCLUSIONS 

Analysis of the study results indicates the following: 

2010 design hour Leq noise levels, at the 
identified sensitive areas, will increase 
existing noise levels by a maximum of 8 dBA for 
the No-Build situation and 9 dBA for the Build 
situation. 

Design hour noise levels will not increase 
ambient levels by 10 decibels or more. Abatement 
consideration based on this criteria is not 
warranted. 

Noise abatement measures for all six noise sen- 
sitive areas are warranted based on the FHWA 
noise abatement criteria of 67 dBA Leq for 
the Build situation. 
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Greiner Engineering, Inc. Qy 
2219 York Road. Suite 200 / 

.-T^jM Timonium, Maryland  21093-3111 
^J (301)561-0100 

i A Greiner Engineering, Inc. Company 

C6260.00 

July 25, 1986 ^ S 

-; m 33 

Ms. Cynthia Simpson ^ toOe_ 
Division of Project Development ^ o^o 
Maryland State Highway Administration §» —rn-H 
707 North Calvert Street - a: 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 §S "^ 

Dear Ms. Simpson 

Reference: 1-495 Noise Analysis 
 River Road to Georgetown Pike 

Per your request, we have performed additional noise monitoring for the 
subject project. The monitoring was done on July 22, 1986, in accordance 
with Mr. Ege's July 7, 1986 memorandum. Simultaneous traffic counts were 
taken during each monitoring period, differentiating by vehicle type (auto- 
mobiles, medium trucks, and heavy trucks). We monitored at two locations. 
The first site was the Carderock Springs Elementary School. Two 10-minute 
periods were monitored from 9:50 to 10:00 a.m. and 10:10 to 10:20 a.m. The 
other location was at a residence on Carlynn Circle. This location cor- 
responds to Receptor 22 in Noise Sensitive Area 'D.' A 15-minute measure- 
ment was taken at this site from 10:50 to 11:05 a.m.* We noted non-highway 
noise sources which contributed to the noise levels at each location. 

We also predicted the Leq noise levels at these two locations using STAMINA 
2.0 and the traffic data obtained durinq the monitoring. In both instances, 
the modeled Un levels were within 1.5 decibels of the monitored values. 
The results of the monitoring and modeling are attached. 

If there are any questions, please contact me at your convenience. 

Very^truly yours, 

•ENGINEBRING SCIENCES, INC. 

les B. Adams 

CBA:dh 

Attachment 
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COMPARISON OF MONITORED AND MODELED Lea NOISE 
LEVELS FOR 1-495 WIDENING STUD?q 

M 355-101-372 

MONITORED Leq NOISE LEVELS 

JULY 22, 1986 

Location 

Carderock Springs 
Elementary School 

Receptor 22 
Carlynn Circle 

Time 

9:50 - 10:00 a. m. 

10:10 - 10:20 a.m. 
Modeled Leq 

10:50 - 11:05 a.m. 
Modeled Leq 

Speed during all monitoring was 55 mph, 

-eq 

71.8 dBA 

Traffic Data 

NB   SB 

A - 645 610 
MT - 31 13 
HT - 27   27 

72.0 dBA   A - 594 593 
71.8 dBA  . MT - 23 19 

HT - 24 30 

72.8 dBA   A -  925 855 
71.5 dBA   MT - 38 32 

'  HT - 38 43 

N0TE: Uvefs^ fly0Vers contributed less than 1 dBA to the L eq noise 
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Table 1 

Existing Noise Levels 

^^TfTO rr^ ICT 

Area    Site       Use 

A      -Vf II • Residential 
J^ 13 Residential 
>7"l4-. Residential 
-^It Residential 
•^-t-18 Residential 
•2? 11 Residential 

u      J-V H Residential 
^Sr\7. Residential 
•WI5 Residential 
^Ol7 Residential 
2-J^O Residential 

c     12-9 Residential 
>3-l0 • Residential 
-^a^- Residential 
2^-93 Residential 

D fi' 3 Residential 
/4- Residential 
^"^   Residential 

Educational 
Residential 
Residential 
Residential 

J 

Address 

8't05 Seven Locks Road 
7706 Cindy Lane 
770'f Croton Road 
760'* Qulntana Court 
7605 Dwlght Drive 
8613 Seven Locks Road 

7^09 Arromvood Road 
7725 Arromvood Court 
3 Arromvood Terrace 
910* Kittery Lane 
7*17 Arromvood Road 

75*1 Pepperell Drive 
33 Pepperell Court 
7525 Pepperell Drive 
7613 Royal Dominion Drive 

3513 Carlynn Drive 
6925 Persimmon Tree Road 
8021 Cypress Grove 

Persimmon Tree Lane 
8218 Stone Trail 
7608 Hamilton Springs Road 
8016 Thornley Court 

Residential  • 8700 Eggert Road 
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Maiytand Department of Transportation 

State Highway Administration 

^ 

A 

May  21,   1985 

JIN   3 * 

William K. Hellmann 
Stcrttary 

Hal Kassofl 
Administutor 

RE: Contract No. M 355-101-372 N 
Interstate Route 495 Widening Study 
From North of Maryland Route 190 
to Virginia Route 193 
PDMS No. 151087 

PROJECT STATUS REPORT 

To Concerned Citizens: ! 

On April 3, 1985 Administrator Kassoff concurred with the Project 
Planning Team's recommendation to adopt Alternate 2 as the plan which 
best accomplishes the project goal to improve traffic flow, capacity, 
and safety on this portion of Interstate Route 495 (The Capital 
Beltway). : 

Alternate 2 was 
Hearing brochure wh 
mailing list and at 
proposes to add one 
roadway. The add it 
of the existing roa 
high median barrier 
median side and the 
interchange areas, 
lengthened to confo 
way will be needed 

described in the Combined Location/Design Public 
ich was distributed to those persons on the projeci 
the January 23, 1985 Public Hearing.  Alternate 2 
lane in each direction to the existing six lane 

ional two lanes would be constructed in the median 
dway and would be separated by a continuous 3 foot 

Full shoulders will be provided on both the 
outside lane of the through travel lanes.  In 

acceleration and deceleration lanes will be 
rra to present standards. No additional right-of- 
for these improvements. 

As a direct result of comments received at the^Public Hearing, 
additional studies were undertaken concerning the "24 foot 
unobstructed recovery area" and potential noise impacts.  It was 
determined, after an extensive examination of the accident experience 
within the study limits, that some form of recovery area was needed 
along the outer loop of Interstate Route 495 between Persimmon Tree 
Road and the George Washington Memorial Parkway in Maryland.  The 
decision was reached that it is only in jthis section of the project 
that a recovery area will be considered.  The final dimensions of this 
feature will be determined in the next phase (final design) of project 
development. 

My talephone number is 659-1110 
Teletypewriter tor Impaired Hearing or Speech 

383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C Metro - 1 •800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

P.O. Box 717 / 707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203 - 0717 
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With regard to the noise issue, the State Highway Administration 
has reviewed the estimated cost of the noise barriers (resulting in a 
reduction in cost from $25 to $23 per square foot), considered the 
impacts to residences other than tnose;; immediately adjacent to 
Interstate Route 495 (resulting in an increase in the number of 
residences that would benefit from the construction of noise barriers 
by 130 residences) and recalculated the cost effectiveness of the six 
noise barriers presented in the Environmental Assessment and at the 
Public Hearing.  Based on these analyses, it was found that noise 
barriers are justified as part of the State Highway Administration's 
noise barrier retrofit program in the vicinity of Noise Sensitive Area 
'B', on the east side of Interstate Route 495 north of Maryland Route 
190, and Noise Sensitive Area 'E', on the west side of Interstate 
Route 495 from Seven Locks Road to Persimmon Tree Road. 

This project is included in the Department's Consolidated 
Transportation Program for Fiscal Years 1985-1990 with construction 
scheduled to commence in Fiscal Year 1989. 

ii 

The Project Planning Team remains available to answer questions or 
meet with those groups or individuals who wish to clarify the manner 
in which the selected alternate may affect them.  You may contact the 
Project Manager, Mr. John M. Contestabile, in Baltimore at (301) 
659-1191. 

Very truly yours, 

%£ jf 
Neil J. Pedersen, Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

NJP:mm 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

9) $ David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mr. Steven Landsman 
Property Manager 
Abaris Realty, Inc. 
11820 Parklawn Drive 
Suite 110 
RockvilleMD 20852 

Dear Mr. Landsman: 

July 1, 1997 

Thank you for your letter of May 19, about noise abatement issues along the 1-270 
East-spur in Montgomery County. In particular you are concerned about highway noise , 
emanating from 1-270 adjacent to the Timberlawn community. 

i' 

A new noise abatement policy was adopted in December of 1996 and we are now 
reviewing a number of areas to determine if they are eligible for noise barriers under this 
new policy.  The East Spur of 1-270 is one of these areas.  We anticipate that the studies will 
be finished by the end of the summer and we will get back to you with the results upon 
completion. 

Again, thank you for your letter and your concern.  If you have any other related 
questions, comments or concerns, please do not hesitate to call me at (410) 545-8640. 

cc: 

Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Mr. James D. Hade, Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, Landscape Architecture 
Division 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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FROM:DISTRICT 3 TO:14103334126 MAY 22, 1997 4:11PM 840B P.02 

May 19, 1997 

Abaris Realty, Inc. 
11820 Parklawn Drive, Suite 110, Rockville. MD 20852 

(301) 468-0983 (Fax) -KJifVytIldl V ii?li 
I 

MAY   on   1997 

WsI'M , j (jfjJCt; 

Stau: Hiniway Aciniif»isifatic>ri 
i,.;?-i';.'rihf..|| 

State Highway Administration 
9300 Ken ilworth Avenue * 
Greenbelt, MD 20770 
Attn: Construction Department 

Re: Cloisters HOA 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing on behalf of the above referenced community which is located in 
Rockville, MD. I have been in receipt of severalcomplaints regarding the noise 
level coming from the 1-270 spur. Specifically, from residents who live directly 
next to 1-270 along Valerian Lane. 

The purpose of this letter is to request that a representative from the State 
Highway Administration visit the property to test the noise level during various 
times of the day. The community has been trying to get a sound barrier installed 
for several years now. 

Please contact our office at your earliest convenience to let us know that you are 
in receipt of this letter and your plans to visit the property. Thank you for your 
cooperation in this matter. 

Steven Landsman 
Property Manager 

$ 
l\ 

CC: Board of Directors 



Maryland Department of Transportation \ 
Sta te High way A dministra tion I 

July 30, 1997 

Ms. Barbara B. Langhoff 
7511 Hamilton Spring Road 
BethesdaMD 20817 

f ^ 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Dear Ms. Langhoff: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding highway traffic noise along 1-495 in the 
Carderock Springs community in Montgomery County. 11 certainly appreciate your concern 
and want to update you on the progress of our work on1'this issue. 

A number of communities have been identified in Montgomery County as being 
affected by traffic noise.  We are evaluating all communities in the 1-270 spurs and 1-495 
"triangle" in light of our new noise policy, both those which predate the original highways 
and those which do not predate the highways.  These analyses will be completed by the end 
of the Summer.  We will let you know the results as soon as they are available. 

E 
Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 

matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Adams, our Director of Environmental 
Design, at 410-545^8640. ! 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

My telephone number is I  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide fToll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Ms. Barbara B. Langhoff ^ 
July 30, 1997 7 
Page Two 

bcc:   ^EclamesJD,iHade»/Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 



NOISE INQUIRY CHECKLIST 
ii 

DATE i/ttofe FILE?   Y/N  

rt 

CUSTOMER   ID.   #            17.52-                      ,   RECEIVED  BY     fTr^J fciScr.w 

NAME        M*    PkJK   Uu^.nilx       ^ ;  

ADDRESS     310 1     QifJ    Po^l    Dr . 

(include  zip code) 

DAY  TELEPHONE       ^4/C>)&53 *• l%11          /WORK^   HOME) 

OTHER  TELEPHONE     (i-\0 )   ^-ff^-- 2<-6 I  ^^-^ 

***   INQUIRY   INFORMATION  SUMMARY   *** 

HIGHWAY  NAME   /   ROUTE  NO.      T ~ £1*3 ,  

COMMUNITY   /   AREA NAME  :; _^~_ 

LOCATION ALONG  HIGHWAY   KJear ^i^jf^tmon  RA 

SUMMARY  OF   INQUIRY    Co.* ^JAi <fetg. h^CPtr ,  S^ll   Mary naiSfl./. f^^ty 

***   FOLLOW-UP   *** 

DATE S/l/30  BY  Trec^ «*-,Jin/I  

Mr.4 Hs.LgLwWitk   ^^-T ^QiS'g- ^giil   uJtutJJ B^ innr&lUJ on iof air   r& ^^^^)l•^-h   ^Ko-i hoiSg. i>udU   aJoa,M Ptfo | fi-rt'aA\a.st> on •top air   r^t^ivuv.^ 

*** REFERENCE FILES *** 
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Maryland Department of Tmnsportatioh 
State Highway Administration •) 

a- 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

October 9, 1997 

Mr. Michael Lash 
6800 Renita Lane I' 
Bethesda MD 20817 

Dear Mr. Lash: 

This is to confirm our intention to conduct follow-up noise testing in your neighborhood adjacent 
to the outer loop of 1-495 west of Femwood Road. We have identified four sites along Renita Lane, at 
which noise measurements were made prior to the sound barrier construction, and which will serve well for 
the follow-up testing. As we discussed, I've enclosed additional copies of this letter for distribution to the 
residents. I greatly appreciate your help in letting your neighbors know of our pending work. 

The attached sheet (Exhibit 1) provides the addresses and locations for the testing program. The 
testing will be done in two phases; phase one will involve a single 24-hour noise test at 6814 Renita Lane 
only. This site was also tested for 24-hours prior to the barrier construction. Phase two will involve 
additional noise measurements for 15-20 minutes per test at the remaining three sites. Conduct of the 
measurements at each site will simply involve setting up the sound level meters and microphones in the 
backyard area. No disturbance of the ground or vegetation shpuld be necessary. Also, since the 
measurements will be done strictly in the outdoors, it is not required that the residents be at home during 
our visit. 

Each test will involve measuring the noise level simultaneously at two positions (as illustrated in 
Exhibit 1); one microphone is situated above the top of the barrier (unshielded from the traffic noise), and a 
second is located 5 feet above the ground in the backyard (behind the barrier). Also, while these 
measurements are made, a video recording of the traffic on the highway will be made to record the number 
and types of vehicles passing the site during each test and their average speed. From this data, we can 
determine the amount of noise reduction provided by the barrier at each backyard location. 

We anticipate initiating the 24-hour noise test, on Wednesday October 15, weather pending, 
followed by the remainder of the work Thursday and Friday of the week. I will contact you on Tuesday, 
October 14 to reconfirm; if you or any of your neighbors have any questions in the meantime, please feel 
free to contact me at (410) 545-8601. Thank you once again for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Ken Polcak 
Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 

Attachment 
KDP/kp 

cc: 

X 
Fred Eisen 
Jim Hade 
,Phil Troll 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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EXHIBIT 1 - Noise Barrier Effectiveness Study 

1-495 Outer Loop, west of Femwood Road. 
Renita Lane residences 

9 \1 

Proposed testing sites Test duration 

6814 Renita Lane 

6802 Renita Lane 

6714 Renita Lane 

6710 Renita Lane 

24-hours 

15-20 minutes 

15-20 minutes 

15-20 minutes 

MAP BELOW FOR LOCATIONS 

Rafaranea 
Microphone 1.5 m 

T 

Barrier 

2,15 m 

NottoScala 

f 
TYPICAL NOISE MEASUREMENT MICROPHONES SET-UP 
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^ .G May/and Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 9 

ft .\ 

E 'e 
Parrls N. Glendenlng 
Governor 

David L. Wlnstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

November 25, 1997 

Mr. Gregory C. Leverton 
President ' - 
Double Rock Homeowners Association 
3637 Rockberry Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Dear Mr. Leverton: 

Thank you for your recent letter and your inquiry about highway issues at the 
Department's Consolidated Transportation Program briefing for Baltimore County. State 
Highway Administrator Parker Williams asked his staff to investigate your concerns about 
noise levels in the vicinity of the I-695/US 1 (Belair Road) interchange and traffic operations 
at the intersection of MD 147 (Harford Road) and Putty Hill Avenue. 

The State Highway Administration's (SHA) Office of Environmental Design has taken 
another look at the Association's request for a sound barrier along 1-695. As described in 
the enclosed brochure, sound barriers are considered in two separate circumstances.  For 
instance, barriers are considered when a community predates the original highway 
construction. Regrettably, the Double Rock community does not qualify for a sound barrier 
under this criterion because the community was developed after 1-695 was built. The other 
time we consider construction of sound barriers is when new highways are built or existing 
highways are expanded.  Since this criterion applies only to construction or expansion of 
highways directly adjacent to the affected homes, the road improvements you mentioned 
would not qualify the Double Rock community for a State-funded barrier.  Any construction 
of barriers for tins area would be linked to a future expansion of 1-695. 

The SHA prepared an environmental document in the late 1980s that addresses future 
expansion of 1-695 from MD 140 (Reisterstown Road) to MD 702. This document evaluated 
the potential noise impact from these improvements for all communities along 1-695, 
including Double Rock. The document concludes a sound barrier would be evaluated further 
during the final design phase for improvements to 1-695.  At that time, SHA will determine 
if a sound barrier is warranted. 

The expansion of 1-695 is a high priority.  Any project of this magnitude, however, 
requires a significant amount of resources and must be designed, prioritized according to 
need, and built in phases.  As a result of limited funding, our top priority at this time is the 
reconstruction of the MD 146 (Dulaney Valley Road) and Providence Road bridges to allow 
for the. future widening of 1-695.  Design is underway for the portion of 1-695 from 1-83 to 
west of MD 147. Unfortunately, we do not yet know when we will be able to proceed with 
the design of 1-695 from MD 147 to MD 702. 

My teiephoiM number Is (410)-_ 865-1000 
Toil Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf. (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 87SS, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Mairyland 21240-0755 
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Kir. Gregory C. Leverton 
Page Two 

Mr. Michael Sheridan of SHA's district traffic engineering staff informed me that he 
contacted you by phone before the, briefing to discuss your concerns about congestion on 
westbound Putty Hill Avenue at the intersection with US 1 (Harford Road) during the 
morning rush hour. I have learned the guard-activated school crossing signal on MD 147 
affects the intersection, causing backups for vehicles turning from eastbound and westbound 
Putty Hill Avenue onto northbound MD 147. Several years ago, Baltimore County's 
proposed project to widen Putty Hill Road to a five-lane roadway (from MD 147 to 1-695) 
was dropped as a result of community opposiition. This project, however, is included in the 
draft Baltimore County Master Plan Transportation Element. If you have any questions 
about the County's plans for Putty Hill Road, please contact Mr. Craig Forrest, Chief, 
Transportation Planning Division, at 410-887-3554. 

Again, thank you for attending the briefing and sharing the Association's concerns.  If 
you have more questions about the State's sound barrier program on 1-695, please contact 
Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 or, toll-free, 
at 1-800-446-5962. If you need more information concerning intersection operations on State 
highways, please contact Mr. David Malkowski, SHA's District Engineer for Baltimore 
County at 410-321-3461. Mr. Malkowski may also be reached toU-free at 1-800-962-3077. 

Jiinceiely,; 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosure 
cc:      The Honorable Katherine Klausmeiei, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 

Mr. Craig Forrest, Division Chief, Baltimore County Department of Public Works 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. David J. Malkowski, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Michael J. Sheridan, Traffic Enj^ineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
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Mr. Gregory C. Leverton 
Page Three 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Mary M. Deitz, Regional Planner, State Highway Administration 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Steve Kouroupis, Assistant Division Chief, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Randall Scott, Assistant District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Douglas H. Simmons, Division Chief, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Jeffrey H. Smith, Assistant Division Chief, State Highway Administration 

CMr. Philip Troll, %oise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Prepared by: Frances Ward, SHA/RIPD 410-545-5677 
Coordinated with: Charlie Adams - OED,   Randall Scott and Mickey Sheridan - D-4 Traffic, 
Steve Kouroupis - OHD 
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OED 'S INCLUSION TO OPPE'S LETTER TO MR. LEVERTON - RE: FRAN WARD 

$ 

October 10, 1997 

Mr. Gregory C. Leverton 
President Double Rock Homeowners Association 
? 

Parkville MD 

In your letter, you requested a sound barrier for the Double Rock Community. Sound 
barriers are considered under two separate circumstances. The first is with expansion of 
existing highways or when new highways are built. The second is for those communities that 
predate the original highway construction. The Double Rock is not eligible for a sound barrier 
under the second option because the community was developed after the beltway was built. 

A sound barrier for this area is linked to the future expansion of the beltway. The State 
Highway Administration prepared an environmental document in the late 1980's that addresses 
future expansion of the beltway from MD 140, Reisterstown Road, to MD 702. This 
document evaluated the potential noise impact from these improvements for all of the 
communities along the beltway. The Double Rock area was included in this analysis, which 
concluded that a sound barrier would be studied further during the design phase for 
improvements to that area of the beltway. This further analysis will be performed to 
determine if a sound barrier is warranted when design activities for this section of the beltway 
are done. LANGUAGE NEEDS TO BE ADDED HERE ABOUT POSSIBLE START 
OF DESIGN ACTIVITIES FOR THIS SECTION OF THE BELTWAY. 

A copy of an informational brochure on the State sound barrier program is enclosed for 
your information.   If you have any questions about the sound barrier, please feel free to 
contact the State Highway Administration's Office of Environmental at (410) 545-8640. 
= = = = = = = = OED'S CCS AND BCC'S TO BE INCLUDED = = = 7 = = = = = = 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

bcc: 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 

Administration 



Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway \ 

Administration 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 

State Highway Administration 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 

Highway Administration 
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NSA 46-Rock Church:    NSA 46 will have a predicted 2015 noise level of 70 nf 
dBA.    There is no difference between predicted Build and No-Build levels    A 7 
barrier of 500'  in length by  10'  in height with a total cost of $80,000 was 
analyzed.   This barrier would provide a 5 dBA reduction for 1 church.   A total 
cost per residence is $16,000.    This barrier will be considered further in final 
design. 

?n ^ 47-£ddil}&on Road: NSA 47 will have a predicted 2015 noise level of 73 
dBA. There is a 3 dBA difference between predicted Build and No-Build levels. 
A barrier of 1150' in length by lO'-MT in height with a total cost of $259,840 
was analyzed. This barrier would provide a 7 dBA reduction for 7 residences 
and 1 church. A total cost per residences is $21,653. This barrier will be 
considered further in final design. 

?Q ^ 4^Vayne Avenue: NSA 47 will have a predicted 2015 noise level of 73 
dBA.   There is a 3 dBA difference between predicted Build and No-Build noise 
*?f\S^n

A k3•61' of 1405' k Ien8th by 15, "> hei8ht with a total cost of 
$337,200 was analyzed.    This barrier would provide a 9 dBA reduction for 17 
residences. A total cost per residences is $19,835. This barrier will be 
considered further in final design. 

NSA 52-Double Rock Lane: NSA 52 will have a predicted 2015 noise level of 
70 dBA. There is a 1 dBA difference between predicted Build and No-Build 
noise levels. A barrier of 1060' in length by 20' in height with a total cost of 
$339,200 was analyzed. This barrier would provide a 3 dBA reduction for 31 
residences. A total cost per residence is $10,942. This barrer will be 

U-^easidered further in final design. 

NSA 55 and 56-East Avenue: NSA 5.5 and 56 will have a predicted 2015 noise 
level of 67 dBA and 72 dBA. There is a 2 dBA and 1 dBA difference between 
predicted Build and No-Build total cost of $139,200 was analyzed for these 
sites. This barrier would provide a 6 dBA reduction for 10 residences. A 
total cost per residence is $13,920. This barrier will be considered further in 
final design. 

NSA 57-Wayne Avenue: NSA 58-Eddington Road; and NSA 59-Oakleigh Rd: 
Noise analysis for NSA 57, 58 and 59 vicinities were prepared for "Report on 
Noise Barrier Feasibility 1-695: From Lock Raven Boulevard to Perring 
Parkway." (Revised June, 1989). Barriers of 1500' in length by 13.5' in height 
(NSA 57), 2170' in length by 16" in height (NSA 58), and 1450' in length by 
17 in height with a total cost of $1,273,520 was analyzed. This barrier would 
provide noise reduction for 55 residences and a cost per residences is $23,155. 
This barrier will be considered further in final design. 

NSA 60-Proposed MD 43; Noise analysis for NSA 60 includes 9 receptor sites 
that were prepared for "Noise Analysis for MD 43 at 1-695" (May 1, 1987). 
Under the State Highway Administration's Type n Noise Abatement Program, 
two NSA's were analyzed. Balder Road/Arizona Avenue will have a predicted 
2010 noise level of 71 dBA. There is a 2 dBA difference between predicted 
Budd and No-Build noise levels. A barrier of 1,200' in length by 24' in height 
with a total cost of $460,800 was analyzed. This barrier would provide a 10 
dBA reduction for 20 residences. A total cost per residence is $23,(540. 
CaUforma Avenue will have a predicted 2010 noise level of 68 dBA. There is a 
2 dBA drop between the predicted Build and No-Build noise levels.    A barriei 

o 

111-82 
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October 28,1997 

^ 
^ 
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RECEIVED 

SECRETARY DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION 

..s 
Mr. David L Wiustead ' 
Secretary 
MaiylandDcpt. of Transponatioii 
P.a.Box8755 
Baltimore - Washington Intemarional Aixport, MJJ 21240-0755 

DearMr.Winstead, 

lam writiag to you in regards to^^jcomiijgmmtjal consul 
schedidedfijrNovember 10» 1997@2^0PAt I«ntheF»$ideotcftiid£>ovkleRockHbffiesvvssrs 
Assoc.iiiPsrkville,>4d. I will be atiendiagthe upcoming C^rita! projects meeting to voice our 
coimnttnities gecd^ftrteinstadfation of anpise faamer wt^towaearAc Rout&43 andtfee Belafr 
ieBd(it I)eats. Wehav^beent^foryeexsthat^barrierwaUsare«omia^b=wcvCT,tiisrshas 
been no sign of them yet. Our eommunity backs up to 695 just near the Belair road exit With the 
inereMcd trafik, and the Bdair road cxp^Btion, the amouat of noise has dramatically increased and 
wj'a the planned expansion of 695 it will only become more of a problem. 
We respect your incrcasmg demands end requests of bonier walls from everywhere, however,, we feel 
that the noise levels have dramatically increased due to recent highway improvements: 
Improvements such as; the vspansioB of route 43: the sspansion of Belair road; the cresrcf an of the 
route 43 exit, all of which has caused the traffic patterns to change and therefiae cause ait increase to 
traffic flow. We are not criticizing the recent improvements, but rather explaining the impact that the 
improvements have caused, and therefore showfogthe need for the installation of a noise barrier 

•wall. 
One ftdriitional concern of our commmuty is the constant back-ups on Putty HiU Ave. (between 
Harfbrd and Belair toads). It is my understanding thatithe traffic signal at Harford road and Putty 
Hill Ave. has been surveyed and found to have a Ming rating and that the intersection is not slated 
for improving. Could you please explain what options can be done to improve dais situatsoii This 
increased traffic flow once again is die result of the extension of Rossville Blvd. and addition of the 
route 43 exit 

'• •* . i • !• 

We respectfully request that we be granted time to be heard at youniproming hearing 

Thank you very much for your time and attention'in these matters. I can be reafihed® 410-691- 
0246. t • • .•..;?. • 

Sincerely, 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

September 9, 1997 

3 3 
.1 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Ms. Deborah A. Levi 
1 Outpost Court 
North Potomac MD 20878 

Dear Ms. Levi: 

Thank you for your telephone calls and letter on behalf of Maisel - Hollins Inc., regarding noise 
issues along 1-495 in the vicinity of the Bradley Manor community of Montgomery County. I would like 
to update you on the issues involving the parcel of land between the Georgetown Swim Club and 1-495. 

The parcel in question, referred to as Bethesda P10, is bordered on the South by a private 
recreational facility, the Georgetown Swim Club; to the East by Fernwood Road; to the North by 1-495 
and to the West by the Bradley Manor development. This parcel was not previously eligible for a 
barrier as no residences which predated the construction of the highway existed in the area of impact. 

The date criterion as defined in our noise policy only allows for consideration of barriers for 
communities where the homes existed prior to the highway. While we certainly understand your 
concerns, the date criteria is one of the basic planks of our noise policy. Any development on that 
parcel would not be eligible for State funded noise abatement measures. 

I regret that we cannot provide you with a more positive response to your inquiry. A copy or 
SHA's Sound Barrier Community Resource Guide and our noise policy are enclosed for your 
information. 

Again, thank you for your interest. If you should have any other questions on this matter, please 
do not hesitate to contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement Team, who may be reached at (410) 
545-8599. 

B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

end. 
cc: Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Ms. Deborah A. Levi 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, State Highway Administration 
Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- August 26, 1997 
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(DeBorafi A. Levi 
1 Outpost Court 

Afrrtk Itotomac, Mf 20878 
Voice MaiC toger 301-913-642$ 

June 13,1997 

Mr. Charles Adams, Director 
Environmental Design 
SHA 
707 North Calvert Street      Mail Stop 305 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Re: 'Debbie LevF. Noise Barrier consideration Fernwood Road/Rt 495. 
Montgomery County. 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

I am working with the owner of a piece of property that is located between The 
Georgetown Swim Club and Capital Beltway Rt. 495 in Montgomery County. 
For reference the property is off Fernwood Road in Bethesda. 

We are aware the SHA is reviewing that area for possible construction of a 
noise barrier. Existing noise barriers placed by SHA are located adjacent to 
and on opposite properties along Rt. 495. We are strongly supportive of SHAs 
constructing the noise barrier and want to be included in the record as 
supporting the construction of a noise barrier along that segment of Rt.49h, 

If you have any questions or comments, please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

^Sk^w^ 
Debbie Levi 
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Maryland Department of Transportatm nT     «««»•-•.- 

John D. Poicarl 
Deputy Secretaiy 

September 19, 1997 

Ms. Ruth LitscHewsld 
1860Lindamoor Lane ? 
AnnapdisMD 21401 .V 

Dear Ms. Litschewski: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening regarding noise abatement 
along US 50. The Governor appreciates your concern regarding the impact of highway noise 
on the residents of the lindamoor community, in Anne Arundel County, and asked me to 
respond on his behalf. 

Your community was not previously eligible for a banier because one could npt have 
been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy. That policy, including 
the cost criterion, has been revised and the State Highway Administration (SHA) is 
evaluating a number of communities to determine whether they are now eligible for sound 
barriers.  Yours is one of those communities. We anticipate this work will be completed this 
Fall, and an SHA representative will contact you once the results are available. 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write. If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

^jkxy 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary   \ 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator,- State Highway Administration 

My telephone number Is 410-865-1000 
TTY Forth* Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Offlce Box 8755. Baitimora/Waahtngion Innsmatlonal Airport Maryland 21240-075S 
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Ms. Ruth Litschewski 
Page Two 

i; .   . ' 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretaiy, Landscape 4rchitecture Division, SHAi 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA I 

J Noise Abatement Team, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - |EPTEMB^R 9, 1997 
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August, 1997 

SECRETARY DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPOKTATION 

TheHonorabldCSoveniorPaimN. Glendenins 

State House 
Annapolis MD 21401 

The Honorable Michflclfluach. 

151 Lowe House Office Bldg. 
6 Governor Bladcn Blvd 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

333 1586 
1i r\    'ov*   3   *-' 

• RECEIVED 

» o y 1*97 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 
jhe Honorable Jota C. Astle 
PfejidenrialWing 
James Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

The Honorable Virginia Clagett 
The Honorable PhUUpBisactt 
212 Lowe House Office Bldg. 
6 Governor Bladaa Blvd 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

p^3/^. 003 

i) $ 

# 

QBDBSm 

small 

Dear Governor Gtendening andDistrict 30 Represeatttives: 

increase in road-genersted noise. 

.•„     •--u-«iM-fieaniotead and the mcraase in tniok traffic is not only 

pan of your 1998 fiscal pianntaft. 

Sincerely, 

'^i^juJ^d^ 
oorReaidenr 

Lindamoor Resident 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVEBNOR 
MAIL FORM 

V 

INSTRUCTIONS: Pieaseinvasugatetj^^ 

LID:  41674 
RsceiveDQta 
Assign Pate 

Deadline Date 
Nama: 

RECEIVED 
9/3/97 
9/2/97 
9/17/97 
Ruth Utschewskl 
leeQUndamoorLana 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

Si?    5 

SECRETARY DEPARTMENT 
OF THANSPORTATION 

Subject:     SOUND BARRIER 

Agency:     MDOT 

REQUE     Daacriptlon: fiffj** constnlct,on * 60Und ^^ • "^ " *"* 

Unit:   DSI # 

REDIRECT   INFORMATION 

Re-Directed to: —— — 

Data:. 



David L. Winstead 

• 

Maryland Department of Transportation Jp'      Secretary 

State Highway Administration 1 A5leirstrari,iams 

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
138 DEFENSE HIGHWAY c       .        , , „    , -.__ 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401 September ID, 1997 

The Honorable Mary Ann Love 
7961 Crownsway 
GlenBumieMD 21061-6263 

Dear Delegate Love: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding highway noise along MD 100 at the Taylor 
residence. Several outstanding issues remain to be resolved before an informed decision can be 
made regarding the possible installation of noise abatement in this area. 

Jim Hade of our Environmental Design Division has informed me that he has recently 
talked with Mr. Ken Taylor and will maintain an open dialogue with him until a final decision is 
rendered. The issue that is currently being discussed concerns the dates each of the buildings on 
this property were constructed. These dates have to be compared to the date in which this section 
of MD 100 was opened, which was May 28, 1965. After this determination has been made, 
further noise analysis studies may be performed. 

Again, thank you for bringing this matter to my attention and I will continue to keep you 
apprised of any further developments concerning the Taylor property. Please feel free to call me 
at (410) 841-5450 if you have any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

/  ex.*-. .X—— /    r   - w. . . _ 

Paul D. Armstrong 
District Engineer 

PDA:sj 

cc:     -'Jim Hade' 

My telephone number is (410) 841-5450  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street •Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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NOISE INQUIRY CHECKLIST 

DATE    „ ijiofe^ FILE?   Y/N  

CUSTOMER   ID.   #      fZ4-G>  ,   RECEIVED  BY     £^J fe^n 

NAME     m*.<^k*Jn{l„     LiAk*A      QaHqlLs  

ADDRESS     "ZB/f       LUalnLd'  ilia..        •          

fl^/Jo. .^    -Zi^ZT  
(include zip code) 

DAY  TELEPHONE '     I -  falo)  "t^S - C4Z& (WORK   /   HOME) 
'i 

OTHER  TELEPHONE  

***   INQUIRY   INFORMATION  SUMMARY   *.** 

HIGHWAY  NAME   /   ROUTE  NO._I-&^!6  

COMMUNITY  /  AREA NAME fcme/- lA<mJ   PqsL 

LOCATION  ALONG  HIGHWAY @   Uolh n^ F&rry Rcj .      (XCYQSS   Pso^   Bf&vOm^ Co 

SUMMARY  OF   INQUIRY UjcoJ's    *01te'Ta.nAi*4i?   hi**.  Soon .  

.                                      ***   FOLLOW-UP   *** 

DATE        '       llltfa^  BY Eis<i«fU^jJkJL 

Lasi CAWAJ* QW 4ldhn 

Mike- kaHy   (10T6)   UJA\ catt Ms. UcUeri u»g.Ji e-P   iflftfal 4o Se/- ^p 

***.REFERENCfe FILES *** 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration "i 

1) 

October 29, 1997 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Ms. Charlotte Lubbert ] 
327 South Riverside Drive 
Crownsville MD 21032 

Dear Ms. Lubbert: 

alone I S^ TP^ ^ T? ^^ ^^ ^^ noise abatement i^ues 
along -695 in the Rivemew Park area of Baltimore.. I understand your anxiety over the 
impact of highway noise on the effect of noise from i-695 on the home that you are 
attempting to sell at 2311 Walnut Avenue. y 

n•.    EnCl0Sed ^ ^ ^ 0f ^ COnsultant's "P^rt yo" requested on the highway traffic 
noise measurements conducted on Walnut Avenue, the report includes a summary and 
discuss^ of the results, as well as maps and diagrams showing the exact locationTwhere 
each test was conducted. 

that exn^Lt? ^^ Administration (SHA)is ^^ng a number of communities 
hat experience traffic noise impacts similar to the Walnut Avenue community to determine 

rf hey may be eligAle for a sound barrier based upon the requirements in ouT sound barrier 
policy. Ths determination will be based upon the date the impacted homes were built in 
relationship to the highway, whether an effective barrier could be built and the cost of a 
barner. We anticipate that this work will be concluded by the end of fall and we will 
contact you once the results become available. Enclosed for your use, is a copy of the 
(SHA) Sound Bamer Community Resource Guide, as well as a copy of our sound barrier 

tn,*     ^ !hank r for your interest-  If y• should have any other questions on this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement Team 
who may be reached at (410) 545-8599. 

^harles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 

cc:       Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

e.      Mfi'l"9 Address: PO. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



n J* 
Ms. Charlotte Lubert 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 

/Mf..Philip Troll/Noise Abatement Team, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- October 15, 1997 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\LUBB1015.CBA     10/15/97 3:59 PM 
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^0 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary Maryland Department of Transportation v\      D ,   CXkru. 

s>±   J.     i »•   L * _i     •    • T     i' \U Parker F. Williams State Highway Administration W 

1 
March 31, 1997 

Administrator 

Mr. Lloyd Lurie 
1300 Court Square Building 
200 East Lexington Street 
Baltimore MD 21202 

Dear Mr. Lurie: 

Thank you for your recent telephone call regarding Noise Abatement issues involving 
the residence at 7 Wincrest Court, in the Woodholme Green community, along 1-695 in 
Baltimore County. Enclosed are copies of the Federal and State procedures that you 
requested. 

The United State Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, 
Procedures for Abatement of Highway Traffic Noise and Construction Noise serve as 
guidelines for the States, in terms of very basic procedures and criteria. In turn, these Federal 
procedures were used as guidelines by the State of Maryland to devise specific detailed 
criteria. The enclosed copy of the Maryland State Highway Administration Noise Policy is 
our current operating Noise Policy. A revised and expanded version is being finalized, but is 
not yet available for distribution. 

The Maryland State Highway Administration's (SHA), noise abatement program has 
two elements referred to as Type I and Type 11. With the Type I program, noise barriers, if 
warranted, are built in conjunction with new roadway construction or expansion of existing 
highways. When deciding where to build a barrier, we perform an environmental analysis 
during the highway planning process, to see whether future noise levels will equal or exceed 
an impact threshold and, if so, whether they can be reduced for a reasonable cost. The homes 
must predate the approval date of the highway improvements to be considered for this 
program. Currently, the accepted threshold level that must be met or exceeded is 66 decibels 
(dBA). 

The Type n (retrofit) program, involves the construction of noise barriers for 
communities along existing highways. For communities to qualify, they must pre-date the 
original highway. One intent of this program is to provide a way to address areas of noise 
impact that may have resulted from highway construction that occurred before environmental 
analysis became a part of the highway development process. Analysis will determine if 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



!\\ Mr. Lloyd Lurie *)} 
Page Two ^ 

existing noise levels equal or exceed the impact threshold. If so, further evaluation is 
performed to see if an effective barrier can be built for a reasonable cost. I assure you each of 
the communities protected by noise barriers meet all of the applicable criteria for either the 
Type I or Type n program. 

In regard to the issue of dirt and exhaust fumes, there have been limited studies that seem 
to demonstrate that noise barriers may provide some benefits in these areas, under certain 
circumstances. The air quality benefits, or lack thereof, of noise barriers are linked strongly to 
meteorological conditions (wind speed and direction in particular) and the proximity of homes 
relative to the barriers. The overall effects, either positive or negative, are small. 

Again, thank you for your call and your concern. If you have any other related 
questions, comments or concerns that I can be of assistance with, please do not hesitate to call 
me at (410) 545-8600. 

Sincerely, 

fip Troll, Citizen's Concerns 
Noise Abatement Team 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:      Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design, SHA 
James Hade, RLA, Team Leader for Noise Abatement, SHA 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration /p 

November 19, 1997 

dJto 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mr. Harvey B. Maisel 
Maisel-Hollins Associates, Inc. 
8627 16th Street 
Silver Spring MD 20910 

Dear Mr. Maisel: 

Thank you for recent letter requesting that the Southwest quadrant of Fernwood Road 
at 1-495, be included in our Noise Wall program. I would like to update you on the issues 
involving the parcel of land along 1-495, between the Bradley Manor Subdivision and 
Fernwood Road. 

The parcel of land at this Southwest quadrant, referred to as Bethesda P10, is not 
eligible for a barrier as no residences which predated the construction of the highway exist in 
the area of impact.  The date criterion as defined in our noise policy allows for consideration 
of barriers for communities where the homes existed prior to the highway. 

Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter in response to an inquiry from a Ms. Deborah 
A. Levi concerning this same parcel of land. I believe that this will explain the background on 
this particular concern. 

Again, thank you for your interest.  If you should have any other questions on this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement Team, who 
may be reached at (410) 545-8599. 

Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

enclosure 

cc:       Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Mr. Harvey B. Maisel / 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Landscape Architecture Division, State 
Highway Administration 

Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
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MRISei- HOLL1NS RSSQGRTeS, INC. 

? 
November 6, 1997 

Charles B. Adams, Director 
Office of Environmental Design 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD  21202 

Re:      Southwest quadrant of Fern wood Road 
and Washington Beltway 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

This letter will serve as a request to have the referenced portion of Beltway frontage included 
in your noise wall problem. From this point west, most of the homes are at grade with the 
paved road surfaces.   All would benefit from this installation. 

In the past we have worked closely with several agencies within the administration, always 
attempting to accommodate and assist in their needs. Anything you or your group could do to 
help would be appreciated. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely yours, ^ ^UsJC* 

r^jL -%*- w^sl^^Vsre, 
I. Maisel 

l\ \ \^m 
femw.ltr 

8627 16TH STfm. SILVER SPRING, MRRVLRND 20910 (301) 588-8885 FAX (301) 589-0445 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

September 9, 1997 

Ms. Deborah A. Levi 
1 Outpost Court 
North Potomac MD 20878 

^ 

A' h 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

bvlqcjxM^ 

Dear Ms. Levi: 

Thank you for your telephone calls and letter on behalf of Maisel - Hollins Inc., regarding noise 
issues along 1-495 in the vicinity of the Bradley Manor community of Montgomery County. I would like 
to update you on the issues involving the parcel of land between the Georgetown Swim Club and 1-495. 

The parcel in question, referred to as Bethesda P10, is bordered on the South by a private 
recreational facility, the Georgetown Swim Club; to the East by Fernwood Road; to the North by 1-495 
and to the West by the Bradley Manor development. This parcel was not previously eligible for a 
barrier as no residences which predated the construction of the highway existed in the area of impact. 

The date criterion as defined in our noise policy only allows for consideration of barriers for 
communities where the homes existed prior to the highway. While we certainly understand your 
concerns, the date criteria is one of the basic planks of our noise policy. Any development on that 
parcel would not be eligible for State funded noise abatement measures. 

I regret that we cannot provide you with a more positive response to your inquiry. A copy of 
SHA's Sound Barrier Community Resource Guide and our noise policy are enclosed for your 
information. 

Again, thank you for your interest. If you should have any other questions on this matter, please 
do not hesitate to contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement Team, who may be reached at (410) 
545-8599. 

Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

end. 
cc: Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Caivert Street  • Baltimore. Maryland 21202 

• 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

*tei 

July 16, 1997 
9 

Mr. Barry Malter 
7334 Heatherhill Court 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Mr. Malter 

Thank you for inquiry regarding noise barriers along I-495X, the Cabin John Parkway, in 
Montgomery County. Please find enclosed a community resource guide that will help explain 
our sound barrier program.. 

With the active participation of communities and citizens, we are continuing to improve 
the quality of life in Maryland. The State Highway Administration (SHA) is presently evaluating 
a number of communities that experience traffic noise impacts similar to Bannockbum Estates. 
Once these analyses are finished, a priority list will be established for those communities where 
noise barriers are determined to be warranted. We anticipate that this review will be concluded 
by the end of this Summer and we will share the results with you when this work is concluded. 

Again, thank for your interest and your E-Mail. If you should have any other questions 
concerns on this matter, please contact me at (410) 545-8599. 

Sincerely, 

Tfrikfe" 
James D. Hade ASLA 
Acting Team Leader 
Noise Abatement Team 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:       Noise Abatement Team, SHA 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - July 15, 1997 ^\ 
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NOISE INQUIRY CHECKLIST 

DATE     l)Uol41  FILE?   Y/N . 

CUSTOMER. ID.   #       //£*>/  RECEIVED  BY J,,^^  

NAME Karr*!        ^ali^r' . lo&Ci 'f'^ '*{            

ADDRESS_ 73^ ^     H<?«Tn erUill      feu esT  

(include zip code) 

DAY  TELEPHONE .   2g2.~ ^^       l&fj    (WORK  /   HOME) 

OTHER TELEPHONE     3^(     - l^l -   e^fo"?  

*** INQUIRY INFORMATION SUMMARY *** 

HIGHWAY NAME   /   ROUTE  NO.     Ccfbt*   JkiHn     \^arl^u/acA  

COMMUNITY   /  AREA NAME         1b/frtrt0C>lcliorr>      £-yffi-/tf^ 

LOCATION.ALONG HIGHWAY     QctCf*  \-o   /"aLr^Jok^ "few    (US) 

. SUMMARY. -QF , INQUIRY   -flyk^f   kuc, 40 Ik*  ^Af/   \nO(*i/.     %ce^J- 

uatL^inJfiC *A   .toyLe^ *lua**':   Xqatdb    NotZC- Wrt^.  M 

**i   FOLLOW-UP /*** FOLLOW-UP 

DATE BY 

133* ^-)>&?£ 

***   REFERENCE FILES *** REFERE1 
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HIGHWAY NAME / ROUTE NO. £& T tflL  ^S'^   "^ftk6)&*> 

COMMUNITY / AREA ^^_Qrt^Ul^   AM^^/^^. G**^ 

LOCATION ALONG HIGHWAY  Z&rf-    £     ^   ^Jjf      ^fe ^ 

SUMJIY OF INQUIRY jj)^    ^J UJU^' ~ U lL) ^/C^ (??) ttL.J 

#*        fa 1 fofhwr -Ijkn j«IU wfak* 1fy4t ^  Klk) ^Ji'^ll^^^ 

Ca»*<*\y fW^ ^^ '^ w*^^ ^^ f*rf* J^jf-^UcLi)teS 
'  C %** FOLLOW-UP -^ CJM fill* i3 teneflyjU 

BY      ^gfcpr- t^ttfc;/) haft tbQt. X^5£> DATE 
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' -   *  X         MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF ASSESSMENTS AND TAXATION 06/03/97 
r,        -i _• *.. .. REAL PROPERTY SYSTEM 

ENTER . . ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY \ PAGE 2 OF     3 
i,INE SELECTION/SEQUENCE - PREMISE ADDRESS OWN 
J^J   NAME 
mm. -.. 

'qfiZl)"  ALLEN JR OSLAR G 

ACCOUNT NO. STREET LOCATION OCC   MAP PARCEL 

06 610 90087284 613 TRIPP CREEK CT H 9Z 240 
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9Z 240 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration .-5 

* 
3 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

September 29, 1997 

Mr. John Marsch 
10928 Hillcrest Drive 
Laurel MD 20723 

Dear Mr. Marsch: 

This letter is a follow up to our September 25 telephone conversation regarding 
a sound barrier for the area adjacent to northbound US 29 that includes Hillcrest and 
Hammond Roads.  As I indicated to you in our discussion, a sound barrier is not 
possible for the following reasons: 

• An effective barrier cannot be constructed due to the presence of the access 
points to US 29 at Hillcrest and Hammond Roads.  These points of access 

* would require gaps in a barrier that would severely limit the effectiveness. 
• The noise level measurements this past Jiine indicate that four to five 

properties experience noise levels above the impact threshold of 66 decibels. 
Even without the presence of the access points, the cost of an effective 
sound barrier for a few residences would likely exceed our cost/residence 
criterion of $50,000. We would need to perform additional analysis to 
determine the exact cost but our experience is that cost would not be within 
the limit. 

As we also discussed, there are improvements being planned along this section 
of US 29 that will construct interchanges at HopkinsyGorman Road and MD 216. 
These improvements are, however, not funded for construction at this time and there is 
no certainty of when these improvements may be funded.  As a part of the development 
of these projects is the consideration of closing Hillcrest and/or Hammond Road.  As 
the design of these improvements progresses, including addition of one lane in each 
direction along US 29 the State Highway Administration will be evaluating the feasi- 
bility of a sound barrier.  The ultimate decision on construction of a barrier will be 
based upon whether an effective barrier can be built to protect those homes that experi- 
ence or will experience noise levels after the improvements above the 66 decibel impact 
threshold and within our cost guidelines.  I am enclosing a copy of our sound barrier 
policy for your information. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



a 
Mr, John Marsch 
Page Two 

^ 

You have also requested that if a sound barrier cannot be built that the State 
Highway Administration purchase your home.  We are not in the position to be able to 
honor this request.  I hope this letter clarifies our position.  If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to call me at (410) 545-8640. 

larles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 



Mr. John Marsch 7 
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bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship 
,    Mr. Robert L. Fisher 
\ Mr. Jim Hade 
4Noise Team 

i1 



David L. Winstead 

MarylandDepartmentof Transportation ,        s'c""a,v 

State Highway Administration Uf        J;l"i
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July 22, 1997 

Mr. John Marsch 
10928 Hillcrest Drive 
Laurel MD 20723 

Dear Mr. Marsch: 

As a follow up to your July 21 phone call to me, I am enclosing for your 
information a copy of the noise monitoring report which documents the recent noise 
measurements taken in your community.  The State Highway Administration is in the 
process of evaluating a number of requests for sound barriers across the State.  Your 
community is included in this evaluation.  We anticipate that this work should be 
completed by the end of the Summer.  I will contact you when this is completed and 
we have more definitive information about a sound barrier for your community.  In the 
meantime, if you have any questions about the report, please do not hesitate to call me 
at (410) 545-8640. 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 •Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address:  707 North Calvert Rtrppt   • Raltimnrp   MarwIanH OAOftO 
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bcc:     Mr. Robert Fisher 
CMrTJamesTHaae^ 



: John A- & Kathleen T. Marsch 10928 

# 

k   \ ^ 
*<*£*'• ',••: iimiif fTif^f^Efffffl      '    '.• Hillcrest Drive 

6 

^._,..  ,,_.j©l¥!i .    Laurel,Mc[20723 
V^ (301)4984^75 

f.      C e-mail jamarsch@claik net 

State Highway Administration 
District 7 
5111 Buckystown Pike 
Frederick, Md 21704 

Dear Mr. Robert Fisher 

This letter is in response to a telephone conversation with Mr. Bob Bofinger on Monday February 24, 1997. Our 
discussion centered on Rt. 29 in southern Howard county. I live on the comer or Rt29 and Hillcrest Drive. I have 
lived at this addi~ for 27 years. 

About 7years ago the state had meetings with residents about the planned Route 29 expansion from Rt. 40 in 
northern Howard County to the Montgomery County line in s:rthem Howard County. At that time, I expressed my 
concerns that noise measurements were not part of the environmental impact report. The state agreed and proceed to 
do noise readings on the comer of Rt. 29 and Hillcrest Drive. These reding showed that this area failed the OSHA 
and EPA noise laws at that time. Seven years later the noise has only gotten worse. Instead of only at rush hours it is 
now 24 hours a day. With the start of conrtruction of the inside lanes on Rt.29, this prbblem will only intensity 

The state is clearly in violation of Federal noise and pollution laws along Route 29, for your information and 
perusal, I am enclosing several pieces of legislation designed to protect the people and the environment: 

1. The noise control Act Of 1968. The state is not enforcing this Act. 
2. Basic Pollution Law of 1971. This law sets decibel levels for noise exposure, and the state is in 

violation of this law. 
3. The Vibration Regulation Law of 1976, which also sets decibel levels for expose. 

In addition, since I was retsred because of hearing loss, you are pro~iy in violation of the Americans with 
Diibilities Act. 

To coreect the situation, I propose possible solutions: 

1. Erect a noise barrier along north bound Rt. 29. 
2. Buy my home from me at the appraised market value. 

(This could be a cost effective option for the state since there are only 5 homes that sit along Rt. 29 
North from the Montgomery County line to MdRt. 32. The purchase of these homes 
along with the vacant land in between will give the state expansion options into the 21~ 
Century at a relatively cheap cost. Rt.29 will be a m~~jor North-South highway for years to: 
come.) 

Delaying the resolution of the situation will result in my instigation of legal proceedings. I look forward to hear 

from you in the next week or so. 



t i 
Sincerely, 

A- Marsch 

m 
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Maryiand Department of Transportation Parrls N. Glendenlng 
Governor 

The Secretary's Office /Xy)' David L. Wlnatead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

December 22, 1997 

Mr. Joseph P. Martin 
7224 Longwood Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

Thank you for your recent letters to Governor Glendening and State Highway 
Administrator Parker F. Williams, requesting that sound barriers on the I-495/I-270 split be 
funded in the 1998 Capital Improvement Budget. The Governor asked me to respond on his 
behalf. 

Funding decisions for highway improvements, including sound barriers, are made 
annually and are presented in the Department's Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP). 
This document includes planned improvements over a six-year period and is finalized each 
January.  The CTP for 1998-2003 is in the final stage of preparation, and we have noted 
your request for the construction of a sound barrier for Longwood. The needs of this 
community, together with our overall transportation needs and the availability of funds, will 
be considered as funding decisions for the final CTP are made. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write. If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, the State Highway Administration's (SHA) Director of Environmental Design, who 
may be reached at 410-545-8640 or, toll-free in Maryland, at 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

u ^  ^       K  , ,«*       865-1000 My telophone number I* (410)-  

Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY For the Oeaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



Mr. Joseph P. Martin (m 
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bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
.Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design 
I SHA 

jMr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- December 12, 1997 
SERIAL:       #7657 - DLW/PNG - Replaces #97DEC5 - PFW 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\MART1201.DLW       12/12/97 3:55 PM 



., ,   DEC 02 '97 04:15PM SHA ADMINISTRflTOR 410 333 1586 P.4/4 4 

12/1/97 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator 
State Highway Administration 
707N.CalvertSt. 
Baltimore, Md. 21202 

Dear Mr. Williams, 

I am writing to thank you for finding in favor eligibility for noise barriers 
covering the area from Bradley Blvd. to Fern wood Dr.. 

You may recall as I have written to you before, I live at the end of 
Longwood Drive in Bethesda (I appreciate all of your offices responses). 
This past summer, members of the Transportation Departments' noise 
abatement team conducted decibel readings on my property. The results 
indicated that my property is amongst the loudest in the area. Longwood 
Dr. ends at the I495/I270 split and. my backyard abuts the beltway. There 
are 12 lanes of traffic in my backyard.  I understand now my street and 
surrounding community have been deemed eligible for noise barriers. 
However, I also understand that a "gap" of about 500 feet to the west of 
Greentree was not included in the eligibility report. I would like to ask that 
your office reassess this area and close this gap. 

I have written both Governor Glendening and Secretary Winstead with 
requests for final approval of funding from the state as weii as Council 
Member Betty Ann Kranke of the County Council for "piggyback" funding. 

Thank you for recognizing our problem and, again, for the work you have 
done in pursuit of noise barriers for our neighborhood; Please also heip us 
close the aforementioned gap. 

Sincerely, 

JosShy. Martin , 
7224^ongwooa ur. n ^    It„,^ , !f in,. 
Bethesda, Md. 20817 J3IJ-D h.,,... i ...,*,.* 
(301)-365-6124 82 «2 WV £-33016 
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tywi 
12/1/97 

Governor Parris N. Glendenlng 
State House 
100 State Circle 
Annapolis, Md. 21401 

Dear Governor Glendening, 

[flmwritinotoreauestthatyouaskSepretary\Arm8teadofth3 ^ 
SSn^Xnt to include Ending for noise barriers ,n the 199S 
Capital Improvement Budget. 

I live at the end of Longwood Drive In Bethesda in Montgomery County. 
TWs past summer, members of the departmentf noise abatement team 
conducted decibel readings on my property. The resultsindicatedMMNry 
Drooerty is amongst the loudest in the county. Longwood Dr. ends at the 
uSStm SPS arSI my backyard abuts the beltway. There sre 12 lanes of 

that I understandyou have recently recognized as having baen "tortured 
by the noise. 

Thank you for recognizing our problehi and, again, I ask that you direct Mr. 
Winstead to release funds for noise barriers. 

Sincerely, 

Jbsepjft'P. Martin 
7224iJongwoodDr. 
Beth£da,Md. 20817 
(301)-365-6124 



Erom: Irene Heline "'•.'" / 
To: DAustin, JHade, PTroll ^1 7 
Date: December 9, 1997 (Tuesday) 2:56pm JW 
Subject: #7657 and #97DEC5 

Donna, 

You can take #97DEC5 (for Parker's signature) off of your log  This gentleman 
wrote to everybody and their brother.  We will acknowledge in #7657 that he 

also wrote to Parker. 

Thanks, 

Irene 



David L. Winstead 

MarylandDepartmentofTiansportation ,1,       Se'"e""' 
State Highway Administration fV        Lllr

1L?"iams 

September 16, 1997 

Mr. Joseph P. Martin 
7224 Longwood Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

Thank you for your letter inquiring about the possibility of having a noise measurement 
taken at your home. In May of this year we placed noise meters in your neighborhood. The 
meters were placed throughout the community and consisted of long and short term noise 
measurements. I have attached a copy of results of these measurements for your information. 

In our last letter to you we stated that we where presently evaluating a number of 
communities that experience traffic noise impacts similar to Longwood and that this review 
would be concluded by the end of this summer. We are in the final stages of our statewide 
review to determine those communities that may be eligible for a sound barrier under our new 
policy. The review is taking longer than hoped but will be completed this Fall and SHA will 
contact you with the results as they become available.    , 

Again, thank you for your interest and your letters. If you have any related questions, 
comments or concerns that I can be of assistance with, please do not hesitate to call me at (410) 
545-8598, or contact Philip Troll at (410) 545-8600. 

Sincerely, 

Fred Eisen, Project Manager 
Noise Abatement Team 
Office of Environmental Design 

Attachment 

cc:       Mr. Philip Troll « 
Noise Abatement Team 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

W'V^ 



Maryland Department of Transportation Op 
State Highway Administration / A5minirstrari,,ams 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

July 1, 1997 

Mr. Joseph P. Martin 
7224 Longwood Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Mr. Martin: , 

Thank you for your letters inquiring about plans for noise barriers along 1-495, near the 
1-270 split in Montgomery County. I apologize for the delay in responding to your concerns 
about the traffic noise impacts on your community. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) is presently evaluating a number of 
communities that experience traffic noise impacts similar to Longwood. Once these analyses are 
finished, a priority list will be established for those communities where noise barriers are 
determined to be warranted. I anticipate that this review will be concluded by the end of this 
summer and will share the results with you as soon as they become available. 

Please find enclosed the postage paid return envelope that you kindly offered us. Allow 
me to return that to you for your future use. Philip Troll, of our Noise Abatement Team, will 
continue to be in touch with you to keep you informed. 

Again, thank you for your interest and your letters. If you have any related questions, 
comments or concerns that I can be of assistance with, please do not hesitate to call me at (410) 
545-8640, or contact Philip, with our Noise Abatement Team, directly at (410) 545-8600. 

Sincerely, 

r 
Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 
cc:      James Hade, RLA, Team Leader for Noise Abatement, SHA 

My telephone number is ; :  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



i ^Y 

cTJj v ^ 
\ EEGEIYED 

Y^o 

* 

~4" 
'# 

>.^ 

f»lJl.i\M 
(^ 

T© 

INDSCAFE 
DiViSKW* 
I 

1' J\ 

(^^ A&rOthAjUl 
/ 

• y{JL<tJL^s<-d? 

f) \ 

/JUf^^  ~ 

/UJ^    ^(TVvUL Ic^J 

^ 

/VvA ^t^— 

'^K      AptA^2— 

/ 



*.*. » > 

0$ 

7224 Longwood Dr. 
Bethesda, Md. 20817 

Mr. Charlie Adams, Director- 
Office of Environmental Design 
SHA 
707 N. Calvert St. 
Baltimore, Md. 21202 

Dear Mr. Adams, 

My wife and I purchased the above addressed house in July of this year. 
This house is the last home at the end of Longwood Dr. Longwood dead 
ends at the Rt. 495/Rt. 270 split (where there is current construction) where 
495 is heading north and 270 is heading east towards Old Georgetown 
Rd.. 

I am writing to inquire about the state (or county) plan to install a noise 
barrier. There is a noise barrier on 495 which ends at Bradley Blvd. 
overpass, which leads me to believe there may be an extension of such 
sometime in the future. Can you respond to me with any feedback you 
may have as to any plans for a noise barrier? 

Thank you in advance for your response. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph f. Martin 
(301)-365-6124 



Mary/and Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration . 

^ 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

July 10, 1997 

Mr. Steve Mihaly 
2590 Bell Creek drive . ' 
Davidsonville, MD 21035 

Dear Mr. Mihaly: 

I am writing to you to report the findings of our measurement study of highway traffic noise from 
US 50. The study was conducted at your home and at 1211 Village Lake Drive in the Lake of the Pines 
community. Copies of the data are enclosed for your information. 

Our study involved measurement of the noise level simultaneously at the two locations indicated 
for a period of 24 hours. The testing was conducted in the backyard areas of each home, which are the use 
areas closest to the highway. The testing was structured to provide noise level readings every 15 minutes 
continuously for 24 hours. From this data hourly noise levels were obtained. A tabulation of the 15- 
minute and one-hour noise level data and a graphical depiction of the data are presented in Exhibits 1 and 
2. To ease comparison, Exhibit 3 is provided to show the data from both locations on a single graph. As 
you can see, the noise level at your home is well below the impact threshold of 66 dBA, but reached or 
exceeded that level for several hours during the morning rush-hour period at 1211 Village Lake Drive. 

The State Highway Administration is evaluating numerous communities in order to determine 
their eligibility for noise barriers under the revised noise policy. The Lake of the Pines community will be 
included among those evaluated. The review is scheduled to be completed in early Fall, 1997, at which 
time we will advise you of the results. 

If you have any questions in the meantime, or if you wish to discuss the enclosed study results, 
please feel free to contact Mr. Ken Polcak of our Noise Abatement Team at (410) 545-8601. 

Sincerely, 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 
cc: Noise Abatement Team 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

9 1\ 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

July 22, 1997 

Mr. James F. Miller 
2922 Stanton Avenue 
Silver Spring MD  20910-1217 

Dear Mr. Miller: 

thank you for your recent letters to Governor Glendening and to representatives of 
the State Highway Administration (SHA) regarding noise barriers in the Forest Glen Park 
area of Montgomery County.  The Governor asked me to respond on his behalf. 

With the active participation of communities and citizens, we have continued to take 
steps to improve the quality of life and enhance safety for our fellow citizens both for today 
and in the future.  The SHA is presently evaluating a number of communities that experience 
traffic noise similar to Forest Glen Park, to determine if noise barriers are feasible and 
justified.  Once these analyses are finished, a priority list will be established for those 
communities where noise barriers are warranted.  This review will be concluded by the end 
of this Summer and we will contact you with the results when this work has been completed. 

Again, thank you for your letters.  The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you wish 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

cc: 

.    ^1     , 
David L. Winsteac 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

• 

My telephone number is (410)- 865-1000 
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 

® 
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bcc:    Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
GMrJinLHBSlNoise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

July 2, 1997 

i <> 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

James F. Miller 
2922 Stanton Avenue 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-1217 

Mr. Miller 

• 

Thank you for your letter concerning highway traffic noise in the Forest Glen 
Park area, located near 1495. 

There are a number of communities similar to Forest Glen Park that are currently 
being evaluated to determine if they-meet the revised criteria for a noise barrier. It is 
anticipated that we will have more information to share by the end of this summer. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any questions regarding this matter, 
please feel free to call Mr. Charles Adams, Director of Environmental Design at (410) 
545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

^JUL- "P t-Ue^ 
James Hade, ASLA 
Acting Team Leader for Noise Abatement 

cc:       Mr. Thomas E. Natan, Jr. 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
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RECEIVED 

SECRETARY DEftM^Mi,. 
OP iTRANSPOffTATlON 

Honorable Parris H- Glendening 
Governor o£ Maryland 
State House 
Annapolis, MD  21401 

Dear Governor Glendening: 

I was pleased to read in the June 17, 1997 edition of the 
uaghiTigron Post that you are concerned about highway noise and 
the consequences that this insidious environmental impact.has on 
once quiet and stable neighborhoods. 

You were quoted as having "a high commitment to quality of 
life" and we understand and concur with your concern over, human 
environmental values. We too are attempting to improve our 
neighborhood but it seems that the detrimental effects of, the 
Beltway have cast a noisy spell over us. There is a solution but 
I am fearful that our State Department of Transportation has by- 
passed our neighborhood in implementing belated remedial noise 
abatement measures. 

I would like to share with you a letter that I sent recently 
to the state Highway Administration regarding this matter.  I 
would appreciate any assistance that you can provide in our guest 
for some measure of quiet from an environmental degradatxon not 
of our own making but forced upon -us by the State and Federal 
Governments. 

My profound gratitude to you in your continuing effort to 
make Maryland a better place in which to live and make it a 
leader amonS the States in the quality of the human environment. 

sincerely yours. 

/ffames P. Miller 

Enclosure 
cc 

• 

(v»Jtf£h enclosure): J-^« 
•David L. Winstead, Maryland Secretary of Transportation 

Christopher Van Hollan, Jr., Maryland State Senate | 
Leon G. Billings, Maryland House of Delegates 
Sharon M. Groafeld, Maryland HOUM of Deleoates 
John Adams Hurson, Maryland House of Delegates 
Douglas M. Duncan, County Executive, Montgomery County 
Derick P. Berlage, Montgomery County Council 
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(COPY) 
June 4, 1997 

2922 Stanton Avenue ! 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-1217 

Mr. James Hade 
Noise Abatement Team Director 
-Environmental Design Division 
Maryland Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717, Mailstop C303 
Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 

Dear Mr. Hade: i ' 

Re: Forest Glen Park - Beltway Koise Intrusion 

Forest Glen Park is an old established, and' ONCE QUIBT 
community which existed long before the beltway was conceived and 
constructed. 

YOU HAVE IITVADED OUR NEIGHBORHOOD AND HAVE MADS PARTS OF IT 
atMOST IMPOSSIBLE FOR HUMAN HABITATION.  THE NOISE IS LIKELY TO 
BEcSS SSS UimJui AS YOU ARE PROBABLY PtANNING TO INFLICT 
MORE INEQUITIES ON US THROUGH BELTWAY "IMPROVEMENTS"! 

You have purported to study the feasibility of noise: 
barriers; However, study is cheap and we are in need of action . 
and some relief. Beltway studies in the early I980;s/ prior to 
widening, indicated the extreme and unacceptable noise levels 
found in our area. 

The noise levels are so high in some parts of the 
community so as to malce it difficult to sell properties.  A case 
in SoiJtT ?Se house across from us is being marketed--it is the 
oldest and probably the best dwelling on the street but it has 
one flaw—BELTWAY NOISE! As, soon as prospective buyers step out 
Z*%h«ir automobiles theY are well aware of this fact, and the 
Souse JLSiSrSloS. HE YOU GOING TO CONTINUE TO DEVALUATE OUR 
PROPERTIES  PARTICULARILY WHEN fOU HAVE THE "KNOW-HOW" AND THE 
Sun 5 ImiANSE raks OR AT LEAST MAKE THEM COMPETITIVE? 

YOU have constructed noise barriers on most other segments 
of the beltwly where you have impacted older established }• 
\.i2l*??ii ar*»a• However, you have toyed with us for over 35 

lllH      I? it Sout ?ime llkt?•,  as taxpayers, get some positive 
rasponse from State government. 

saveral Federal aoencies—HUD, EPA, DOT/PHWA, DOD an& VA 
issue! gSdelines for planning residential areas which describe 
noiaelftvel* in the range we are subjected to as being  , 
SSac^eptable for residential development.  In fact, I believe 
Hit  elrlv 80's studies indicated) that we are experiencing   . 
llvilt  15-20 dlcibels above those recommended by the EPA in their 
roport, "Information on the Levels of Environmental Noise 
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Requisite to Protect Public Health and Welfare with an Adequate 
Margin of Safety": If you read this and related literature on 
this aubiect, you will understand the basis of our concern and 
why we find it necessary to complain loudly and clearly about our 
plight. 

You have built in several environmental catastrophes and 
hazards on the stretch of beltway between Georgia Ave. and 
ConneSiSt Ave. Besides noise, we are subjected to unreasonable 
amounts of air pollution, and we have the unique distinction of 
UviSg next to ??obably the most haaardous stretch of concrete on 
the entire system. It is disheartening to hear sirens at all 
hours and know that innocent people are being killed or Jjaimed 
bv what many believe, to be an ill-eonoexved route alignment 
Shich was dictated more by cost saving, influence and politics 
than good highway planning. I 

IT IB ABOUT TIME THAT SOMBOME HEEDS OUR PLBAS.  IT llS NOT 
TOO LATE TO MAKE AMENDS FOR PAST FAILINGS.  PLEASE PROVIDE US 
WITH THE LONG OVERDUE NOISE BARRIERS SO THAT WE MAY REGAIN SOME 
MEASURE OF TRANQUILITY THAT WE PORFBITED WHEN THE BELTWAY WAS 
BUILT! . f 

Sincerely yours, 

, Millei 
(301) 585-6588 

ec: Mr. Charles Adams, Director, Environmental Design Division 

fames F. Miller \ 
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NOISE   INQUIRY   CHFlPKT.T.qT 

?A/^> FILE?^/ 

CUSTOMER   ID.   # //& f RECEIVED  BY    J \^.   1i4?4t>^ 

NAME      '      *yifl/5<P^ T^bkvlf  

ADDRESS ^ CT^ M.MA\ Virl 4c ^JZ  /t?c^ 

•  CLoUrtl?/^ -^(&HA 
(include zip code) 

DAY  TELEPHONE 4/(7 /)-? /       -f^TZ^f      (WORK  /{-timgp 

OTHER  TELEPHONE 

***   INQUIRY  INFORMATION  SUMMARY   *** 

HIGHWAY NAME   /  ROUTE  NO. pfflP7?? 

COMMUNITY   /  AREA NAME ffimj^yjfc^ 

LOCATION ALONG  HIGHWAY 

SUMMARY  OF   INQUIRY    7>^^        j^^    (/Jg^ g,    Uj^j 

i 
***   FOLLOW-UP   *** 

DATE_i  BY 

h. Zi 

*** REFERENCE FILES *** 
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^^^v  Maryland Department of Transportation 
., ^m^}\   state Highway Administration 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

September 24, 1997 

Mr. Bob Morris 
5106 West Penfield Road 
Columbia MD 21045 

Dear Mr. Morris: 

Thank you for your letter regarding noise abatement issues along Route 29, between 
Route 175 and Route 108. I share your concern over the impact of highway noise on your 
fellow residents of the Guilford Downs community in Howard County. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) is evaluating a number of communities to 
determine whether they are now eligible for sound barriers. I have instructed our Noise 
Abatement Team to initiate a study of your area. Mr. Ken Polcak, of our Noise Abatement 
Team, will be in touch with you shortly to make arrangements to perform the noise analysis. 
A copy of SHA's Sound Barrier Community Resource Guide and our noise policy are enclosed 
for your information. 

Again, thank you for your interest. If you should have any other questions on this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement Team, who 
may be reached at (410) 545-8599. 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 

Mr. Ken Polcak, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address:  707 North Calvert Street  • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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» Attn: Charles Adams 
Dir. Office of Env. Design 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD. 21202 

r~- 

4 fQQ7 

June 2nd, 1997 

Dear Mr. Adams 

On behalf of the Guilford Downs Community Association in 
Howard County I request that a noise study be conducted at my 
property (5106 West Penfield Road) and/or nearby properties in the 
Guilford Downs development. Our development of 57 homes is located 
adjacent to northbound Route 29 between Routes 175 and 108. Twelve 
of these homes have property lines in common with S.H.A. Route 29 
property and the homes themselves are located very close to the 
current Route 2 9 highway lanes. 

Like the Columbia Hills development, also located adjacent to 
'||& northbound Route 29 but north of Route 108, our community was built 
W in the late 1950s and early 1960s when Route 29 was a two-lane 

highway. Since then we have seen the highway grow to four lanes, 
then six lanes and intersections replaced with interchanges. All of 
these changes have resulted in more vehicles travelling on Route 
29, including large trucks that are using Route 2 9 as a round the 
clock alternative to Route 1-95, at faster speeds creating higher 
noise levels throughout the day and night. 

As a result of this traffic our walls frequently crack, china 
rattles, windows are rarely opened, less and less time is spent 
outdoors, falling asleep is more difficult, windows are removed on 
sides of homes facing the highway, and the value of our homes has 
decreased. 

The Guilford Downs Community Association asks that a noise 
test be conducted at the soonest possible opportunity so that it 
can be determined that the noise levels warrant the construction of 
a sound barrier wall in our community. 

t 

Sincerely, 

Robert C. Morris 
(202)-707-8504 O 
(410)-964-1614 H 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
Sta te High way A dministra tion $ 

fi> 
> David L. Winstead 

Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

April 0, 1997 

Ms. Claudia A. Mouery, Correspondent 
Beltway Committee 
Cromwood, Coventry and Satyr Hill Community Association 
8711 Jenifer Road 
Baltimore MD 21234-2707 

Dear Ms. Mouery: 

We are happy to inform you that the State Highway Administration received bids on March 27,1997 
for the noise abatement project from Loch Raven Boulevard to Perring Parkway. We expect to award the 
contract in May of this year and to issue a Notice to Proceed on or about June 2,1997. The project is 
scheduled to be completed in the Fall of 1998 weather permitting of course. 

You also inquired about the design of the noise wall as it crosses the I-695 bridge over E. Joppa 
Road. The noise barrier for the outer loop of I-695 will cross the bridge and will extend 200 feet to the east 
towards Perring Parkway. The 200 feet of barrier will be in a temporary location and would be relocated in a 
permanent location when the I-695 bridge over Joppa Road is widened.  A metal noise barrier will be 
attached to the bridge with a transition between the temporary and permanent noise walls. On the inner loop 
the barrier will also continue across the Joppa Road bridge and extend 1000 feet towards Perring Parkway. 

The noise abatement project on I-695 from US 40 to I-70 is scheduled to receive a notice to proceed 
in mid April, 1997. Construction of the noise wall is expected to be completed in the spring of 1998 weather 
permitting. Finally, the remaining projects along I-695 listed below are currently under construction: 

Project 

York Road to Dulaney Valley Road 
Thornton Road to Seminary Ave. 
York Road to Charles Street 

Expected 
Completion Date 

June 1997 
Fall 1997 

Spring 1998 

Thanks for your letter, and for your efforts as a liaison to the community. Please feel free to call me 
at 545-8601 if you have further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth D. Polcak 
Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams 
rMrTJames D7Hade"» 
Mr. Parker Williams 
Mr. David Malkowski 

The Honorable Robert Erlich 
The Honorable Martha Klima 
The Honorable Wade Kach 

My telephone number is ; — 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • BaltimoreJJ$fl.ary!an_dj.212Q£ 
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Cromwoody Coventry 
Community Association 

March23,1997 /h 

m.,;   r ?       f 
Kemteth D. Polcak 
Environmental Specialist 
OflBce of Environmental Design        t 
707 N. Galvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Dear Ken, 

Several months have'past since last we corresponded. Our relief from noise comes closer and 
closer and yet we still feel insecure about it's realization. 

Although we are neanng the final stages of our quest, we still wish to be posted about the 
schedule of events. Please send me the latest information on the Type 11 Sound Barriers to be 
constructed around the Baltimore Beltway (1-695), supposedly during June of 1996. 

Please respond with the project status for: 

• Projected (expected) award date. 
Projected (expected) notice to proceed date. 

• Projected (expected) final inspection date. 
¥••.•'.'      ' 

If you do not know exact dates for this requested information, please give us estimated dates, or 
time frames for each of these projects. We would also like to know what final decisions have 
been made regarding the bridge that crosses overE. Joppa Road. 

I hope to hear from you at your earliest convenience. 

Sincerely, *" 

Claudia A. Mouery, Correspondent 
Beltway Committee 
8711 Jenifer Road 
Baltimore, MD 21234-2707 '" 

Williams, C. Adams, M. Klima, W. Kach. R. Erhlich 
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Cronwoodt Coventry 
Community Association 

M 
i \ 

•fth chu qi mz.^ 

March 23,1997 
• u 

f A 
Parker F. Williams, Administrator 
Office of Environmental Design 
707 N.Calvert Street*' 

^ 
% 

^   Baltimore, MD 21202 

Delegate Mr. Aumarm, 
^ 

Enclosed is a copy of a recent letter to the State Highway Administration (SHA) about our 
community's on-going noise abatement project. 

We periodically request this information and will share information we receive with you, 

Thank you in advance for your support. 

Claudia A. Mouery '• ij 
Correspondent, Beltway Committee' 
8711 Jenifer Road 
Baltimore, MD 21234-2707 

"'I 
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Maryland Department of Transportation ft 
State Highway Administration ^ 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

November 14, 1997 

# 

Ms. Cindy McCauley 
10930 Hammond Drive 
Laurel MD 20723 

Dear Ms. McCauley: 

Thank you for your recent phone calls regarding sound barriers for the Graeloch and 
Lyons Hills communities. Please find enclosed the copy you requested of the consultant's report 
on the recent highway traffic noise measurements conducted in the Graeloch Woods community 
adjacent to US 29, in Howard County. The report includes a summary and discussion of the 
results, as well as maps and diagrams showing the locations where each test was conducted. 

There are two sites which will be of particular interest to you. Noise Sensitive Area 2, 
Receptor 2 (NSA-2, R-2) is the data for the split-level residence at 10933 Hammond Road. The 
data for the one story residence at 10922 Hammond Road is identified as being NSA-2, R-2 A. 

Previous citizen's inquires prompted the State Highway Administration (SHA) to perform 
an analysis of this area. The analysis from June of this year indicates that four to five residences 
experience a noise impact level that exceeds the impact threshold of 66 decibels. Access to 
Hillcrest Drive and Hammond Road would limit a barrier's effectiveness and it has been 
determined that a sound barrier is not feasible in the Hammond Drive area of US 29 because of 
this. 

A copy of SHA's Sound Barrier Community Resource Guide, our noise policy and the 
Highway Traffic Noise brochure from the Federal Highway Administration are enclosed for your 
information. I have also enclosed a set of explanatory notes which should be of some assistance 
in interpreting the noise analysis data printout. Also enclosed is a copy of a letter to Mr. John 
Marsch, of Hillcrest Drive, which should help to explain SHA's decision concerning noise 
abatement for the Hillcrest and Hammond road area along US 29. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Ms. Cindy McCauley 
Page Two 

'b 
^ 

Again, thank you for your interest. If you should have any other questions on this matter, 
please do not hesitate to contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement Team, who may be 
reached at (410) 545-8599. 

larles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosures 
cc:       Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
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Ms. Cindy McCauley 
Page Three 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Bobby Fisher, District 7 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr-Philip-Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Landscape Architecture Division, State 

Highway Administration 
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David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

State Highway Administration ^f ^Z^l 

October 28,1997 

Maryland Department of Transportation A        SGCretary 
7
 r r \0 Parker F. Williams 

Ms. Cindy McCauley 
10930 Hammond Drive 
Laurel MD 20723 - 

Dear Ms. McCauley: 

It was very nice to talk with you recently regarding your concerns for the Graeloch and 
Lyons Hills communities. As per our conversation, please find enclosed the copy you requested 
of the consultant's report on the recent highway traffic noise measurements conducted in the 
Graeloch Woods community adjacent to US 29, in Howard County. The report includes a 
summary and discussion of the results, as well as maps and diagrams showing the exact locations 
where each test was conducted. •       ,; 

There are two sites which will be of particular interest to you. Noise Sensitive Area 2, 
Receptor 2 (NSA-2, R-2) is the data for the split-level residence at 10933 Hammond Road. The 
data for the one story residence at 10933 Hammond Road is identified as being NSA-2, R-2A. 

A copy of SHA's Sound Barrier Community Resource Guide, our noise policy and the 
Highway Traffic Noise brochure from the Federal Highway Administration are enclosed for 
your information. I have also enclosed a set of explanatory notes which should be of some 
assistance in interpreting the noise analyze data printout. 

Again, thank you for your interest in SHA's noise abatement program. If you have any 
other questions or comments, please don't hesitate to call me or any member of the Noise 
Abatement Design and Analysis Team at (410) 545-8600. * 

Sincerely. 

Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosures 
cc:      Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Ms. Cindy McCauley ^\ 
Page Two ^ 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Bobby Fisher, District 7 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Landscape Architecture Division, State 
Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- October 24, 1997 
Serial #NAT-1306-PHONE 

E:\CORRESP\1997\MCCA1014.PDT    10/24/97 4:52 PM 
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NOISE ANALYSIS 
U.S. 29 

GRAELOCH WOODS COMMUNITY 
HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND 

JULY, 1997 

PREPARED BY: 

THE WILSON T. BALLARD COMPANY 
17 GWYNNS MILL COURT 

OWINGS MILLS, MARYLAND 21117 
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Maryland State Highway Administration 

Explanatory Notes - Noise Level Analyzer data printout / reports. 

/ 

Some data in the example printout / report is self-explanatory; some may also be irrelevant to the 
analyzer's use for the measurement of traffic noise or to interpretation of the relevant noise level data. The 
instrument can also be used as a dosimeter for personal noise exposure monitoring. The following items 
which are numbered to correspond to the accompanying sample printout pages, provides clarification and 
commentary on the printout information. 

Page 1 of 2 

1. The report header summarizes the settings, calibration, user-defined identification data for the subject 
analyzer. 

2. The display range shows the lowest and highest sound/noise levels that are measurable by the 
instrument. 

3. A frequency weighting circuit within the analyzer, which replicates/approximates how the human ear 
responds to sound. It emphasizes sound in the higher frequency ranges. 

4. Three types of reports can be printed. The "overall report" summarizes the data for the entire 
monitoring session and includes combined data for the entire "test length" (see item 5). A "time 
history report" (see page 2 of 2) lists each data set for each individual test interval that made up the 
entire monitoring session. The third report type is not shown and is typically not used for traffic noise 
studies. 

5. The total duration of data collection for all intervals combined (in this case, the duration was slightly 
over 20 hours). 

6. The Leq (equivalent sound level) for the entire "test length" (see item 5 above). The Leq noise level is 
an average of the total acoustic energy for the subject test period. 

7. Shows the highest (maximum) instantaneous noise level measured during the entire test period (in this 
case slightly over 20 hours), plus gives the date and time of that occurrence. 

8. This data is related to the dosimeter features of the instrument, and are not used in traffic noise studies. 

Page 2 of2 

1. Analyzer may be programmed to monitor noise in continuous, consecutive intervals (defined by period 
length) until stopped manually, or may be programmed to monitor a singje interval and then stop 

\ automatically. 
2. Duration (in this case, 1 hour) for each test interval. 
3. Statistical noise level values (user defined), that will be provided for each test interval.       * 
4. Interval number (top), and 4-digit ED number (user defined) to differentiate locations of tests (bottom). 
5. Start date and time (as given from the internal clock of the analyzer) for each test interval. 
6. Leq (equivalent sound level) value logged for each interval for the defined interval length (duration in 

this case is 1 hour). Value is given in A-weighted decibels (dBA). 
7. Lmax is the highest instantaneous noise level (given in dBA) measured during the subject interval. 
8. A user-defined upper noise level threshold (In this case, no noise level exceeded 119 dBA). 
9. Each two-line grouping of data corresponds to each interval of 1-hour duration. 
10. Two (user-defined) statistical noise levels for each test interval (in this case, 1 hour duration). The 

L10 is the noise level that is exceeded for 10% of the measurement interval. The L99 is the noise level 
that is exceeded for 99% of the measurement interval (this is basically the lowest noise level measured 
during the test period and is defined as the "background" noise level). 

f 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

June 11, 1997 ^ 
4 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mr. Edward McCoy 
9594 Glen Oaks Lane 
Columbia, Maryland 21043 

Dear Mr. McCoy: 

We are writing to share the results of the noise monitoring study performed at 8590 Gilford Road at your 
request. A chart which includes a graph which shows the results of the test is enclosed for your 
information. 

As indicated in our August 15,1996 letter to you, requests for noise barriers are evaluated against criteria 
that include: whether the noise levels equal or exceed an impact threshold of 66 decibels, whether a 
majority of homes predate the highway, and whether an effective noise barrier can be built for a 
reasonable cost. 

The 24-hour noise measurement taken on May 7-8,1997, indicates that the noise impact threshold was 
exceeded during most of the daytime hours (from 5:00 AM until 11:00 PM). During this time the noise 
levels ranged from 66 dBA to 74 dBA. 

Our study of the community indicates that four (4) houses predate MD 32. Of these houses three (3) 
exceed the impact threshold. Noise attenuation for those houses would cost approximately $63,000 per 
protected residence. Our noise policy establishes a maximum limit of $50,000 per protected residence for 
providing noise abatement. Unfortunately, your community would not qualify due to cost. 

I am sorry that we cannot offer a more positive response to your request for noise abatement. If you have 
any questions regarding this information, please feel free to call Fred Eisen, of our Noise Abatement 
Team. Fred may be reached at (410) 545-8598. 

les B. Ac 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 

E:\cooresp\1997\drafts\McCoy2.doe 

My telephone number is   

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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24-hour measurement template 

24-HOUR NOISE MEASUREMENT STUDY 

Route: MD 32/1-95 
Location: 9580 Gilford Rd. 

Test date: 5/7/97 
5/8/97 

•Start 
•End 

9 
$ 

Sub-interval legth (min.) - 
Number of sub-intervals/hour - 

15 
4 

Interval 
Sub-interval Leq 

1               2 3              4                 Hourly Leq 
10:47 AM 69.9 69.4 70.0 70.6 70.0 
11:47 AM 69.4 70.5 69.9 70.3 70.0 
12:47 PM 69.6 70.0 70.5 69.4 69.9 

1:47 PM 70.2 70.4 69.6 71.0 70.3 
2:47 PM 70.7 71.4 71.7 72.0 71.5 
3:47 PM 72.2 71.9 72.3 72.6 72.3 
4:47 PM 72.1 73.4 72.6 72.0 72.6 
5:47 PM 71.9 71.5 71.4 70.91 71.4 
6:47 PM 70.9 .70.5 70.1 69.4 70.3 
7:47 PM 69.4 68.5 68.3 67.6 68.5 
8:47 PM 67.7 75.8 67.4 68.4 67.9 
9:47 PM 67.5 67.0 68.0 66.9 67.4 

10:47 PM 67.2 66.0 67.9 65.4 66.7 
11:47 PM 65.9 64.2 63.8 64.5 64.7 
12:47 AM 62.9 63.7 61.9 62.2 .   62.7 

1:47 AM 61.4 62.8 59.9 61.4 61.5 
2:47 AM 59.4 60.2 61.2 62.5 61.0 
3:47 AM 61.6 63.9 61.2 63.2 62.6 
4:47 AM 64.9 64.9 65.9 68.0 i 66.1 
5:47 AM 69.0 69.8 71.5 72.1 70.8 
6:47 AM 72.6 72.6 73.6 73.3 73.0 
7:47 AM 75.0 74.0 73.0 73.3 73.9 
8:47 AM 72.6 72.0 71.6 71.0 71.8 
9:47 AM 70.2 70.8 70.2 71.2   . 70.6 
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MARYLAND STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN 

NOISE MEASUREMENT DATA SHEET 

EQUIPMENT :   METER (Serial No.)  

CALIBRATION: START     f 0 Z. dBA 

WEATHER DATA /NOTES: TEMP.     C7 

APPROX. WIND SPEED       tQ 

DIRECTION         ' 

ROUTE:     MM • 

Pg- of 

DATE:   5 

9 
^ 

CALIBRATOR (Serial no.)   01807 

END  dBA 

APPROX. REL. HUMIDITY     +n     % 

mph 

LOCATION 

(may also be noted on site diagram below) 

COMMUNITY : 

SITE DIAGRAM 

START TIME:     Kj-i" 

"./  •'..• 

INTERVAL LENGTH :    j s ::i • 

TEST DURATION : _ 

EVENTS LOG 

Time Event 

TRAFFIC / OTHER NOTES 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

July 2, id 997 

4 
nfl David L. Winstead 

Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Sonja Macy McHugh 
2920 Newcastle Avenue 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

Ms. McHugh 

Thank you for your letter concerning highway traffic noise in the Forest Glen 
Park area, located near 1495. 

There are a number'of communities similar to Forest Glen Park that are currently 
being evaluated to determine if they meet the revised criteria for a noise barrier. It is 
anticipated that we will have more information to share by the end of this summer. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any questions regarding this matter, 
please feel free to call Mr. Charles Adams, Director of Environmental Design at (410) 
545-8640. I 

Sincerely, 

James Hade, ASLA 
Acting Team Leader for Noise Abatement 

cc:       Mr. Thomas E. Natan, Jr. 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



-7     ..  * 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration * 

September 24, 1997 

3 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mr. Gary V. McPherson 
5114 West Penfield Road 
Columbia MD 21045 

Dear Mr. McPherson: - *      ii 

Thank you for your letter regarding noise abatement issues along Route 29, between 
Route 175 and Route 108. I share your concern over the impact of highway noise on your 
fellow residents of the Guilford Downs community in Howard County. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) is evaluating a number of communities to 
determine whether they are now eligible for sound barriers. I have instructed our Noise 
Abatement Team to initiate a study of your area. Mr. Ken Polcak, of our Noise Abatement 
Team, will be in touch with you shortly to make arrangements to perform the noise analysis. 
A copy of SHA's Sound Barrier Community Resource Guide and our noise policy are enclosed 
for your information. \ 

Again, thank you for your interest. If you should have any other questions on this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement Team, who 
may be reached at (410) 545-8599. 

Sincen 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 
cc:      Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 

Mr. Ken Polcak, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

^ 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Mr. Gary V. McPherson / 
fl}        Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

(Sk 
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_ \ 1.007 Gary V. McPherson 

5114 West Penfield Road 
 j - Columbia, Maryland 21045 

 j 
—*•"" "" July 30, 1997 

Dir. Office of Env. Design 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Attn: Charles Adams 

Dear Mr. Adams, 

On June 2, a letter was sent to you on behalf of the Guilford Downs Community Association 
requesting a noise study at properties in the vicinity of 5106 West Penfield Road (the property of Robert 
C. Morris). To date, I have not seen or heard the results of such a study. The purpose of this letter is to 
request again that this study be performed. 

My house is located two houses away from Mr. Morris'. It is situated north of Route 175 and 
south of Route 108. Like Mr. Morris', its property line is in common with SHA Route 29 and situated 
very close to the highway lanes. 

Our homes were built over 35 years ago, when Route 29 was a two lane road with several traffic 
lights. Over the years the highway has grown to six lanes, and the traffic lights have been replaced by 
interchanges. This has allowed the highway noise to at times become intolerable. A constant flow of high 
speed traffic, including construction vehicles and other large trucks all contribute to this noise level. I 
cannot open windows on the back or side of my house nor can I spend any length of time on my back 
yard. Even with the windows closed, my house vibrates. It has become so noisy that I have to wear 
earplugs to sleep at night. In addition, this situation has allowed the value of my home to decrease. 

I'm certain that the noise level exceeds EPA standard? and poses a health hazard. If not already 
accomplished, I request that a noise study be conducted as soon as possible. If study results justify, sound 
barriers should be constructed to protect those homes and individuals in Guilford Downs most affected by 
the noise. 

If you have questions or comments, I can be reached during the day at (410) 792-6000 extension 
8329 or evenings at (410) 730-3059. 

Sincerely, 

Gary V. McPherson 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Dp » 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

July 3, 1997 

Ms. Pom O'Neill 
10710 Pine Haven Terrace 
RockvilleMD 20852 

Dear Ms. O'Neill: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise abatement issues along the 1-270 
East-spur in Montgomery County. In particular, you are concerned about highway noise 
emanating from 1-270 adjacent to the Timberlawn community. 

'   A new noise abatement policy was adopted in December of 1996 and we are now 
reviewing a number of areas to determine if they are eligible for noise barriers under this 
new policy.  The East Spur of 1-270 is one of these areas.  We anticipate that the studies will 
be completed by the end of the summer and will get back to you with the results. 

Again, thank you for your letter and your concern.  If you have any other related 
questions, comments or concerns, please do not hesitate to call Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
Director of Environmental Design at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

UflMdzLtA.' iUfnd^^( 

y Parker F. Williams 
i\   Administrator 

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design 

• 
My telephone number is :—.  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
ctroot AriHt-occ- 707 North CalvArt Street • Baltimore. Maryland 21202 
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t^ 
Ms. Pom O'Neill 
July 3, 1997 
Page Two 

bcc-    The Honorable Constance Morella, Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
'   .Mr.:James D. Hade, Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, Landscape Architecture 

Division A .   . . .   .. 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
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Ms. Pom O'Neill 
10710 Pine Haven Terrace 
Rockville, Maryland 20852 

June 2, 1997 

Mr. Parker Williams 
SHA, Administrator 
707 Nortf|tCalvert Street 
Baltimore! Maryland 21201 

t|05 

Dear Mr! Williams: 
I 

liDiie May 28, 1997 edition of the Bsthesda Gazette, an article appeared indkating ttiat 
sound banners have been approved for the area surrounding St. Mark's Church (on th4 east spur 
and up to Old Georgetown Road). However, the Church has also indicated that they dl not wan 
or need sound barriers; and a SHA spokeswo/aan indicated that the money woufci be spern 
'^•*'heTe else " WE. THE RESIPKNTS OF TTMBERT.AWK ^i^R^TTf^bg^A^ 
3KALK. JfJEBD THE SOTTMn RAKPT^^io -^^-^x 

As»you may be aware, since 1991, our residents, along with other neif! baring and 
concerned s»*payers, have lobbied long and hard for sound barriers behind the Imt* on the 
east spur of Interstate 270. In April, 3993, the county tested the decibel level behiud lie homer 
on Pme Haven Terrace and the stretch of tte east spur of Interstate 270 up to !}«, Mark's 
Presbyterian.Church. At flat time, the dedbel level was well over the accepted levd of 61) 
decibels (n riome places, measured at 70-71; From a practical standpoint, the sounc barrier < 
are a necessity for a reasonable quality of life. Not only was the noise higher than the., scceptel 
decibel leyd four years ago, the noise has increased as the traffic on the east spur has1 ikreaseo. 
And, it will continue to increase as the roads are expanded to increase vehicle capacity. 

^ ' -'•[••" 
While Church members feel that the barriers are not a necessity for their (iii-iodic or 

meeting purposes and oppose barriers for aesthetic reasons only, we. the taxpaving-re*-k-^nft wfo 
li^-ioJhlLCpmtnttmtv 24 hours a dav - seven davs a week- and who h^r HIP \r*'ny. <%_* 
ffontjntia) WM. SttStamefl \>m$ feet otherwise. AP,1> we are in a better position to jniifo fe pmi 
for sqynd Uffncrs in this cQmmtfpity. Therefore, we believe that any future COTTO^ mdence 
must indiid'A our Community and its residents. As a large group of communities, providing 
over $2 million in tax revenues, with homes xm. have ranged from $250,000 to over $.'''00,000.1 
we have ail watched the value of our individual homes and of the community deteriora^ as nois<? 
has increapcL 

Ejqjccially, as the barriers are planned for the east spur near the Church, it skfems onl> 
appropriate that the barriers also be placed behind the communities on the east spur which back 
to Interstate 270. The State Highway Administration has stated that there is an environmental 
concern necessitating the erection of the bahiers. We concur with SHA's assessment 
regarding Ute construction of sound harriers 

.•|.\' "'• 
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•• * ••••                                                •         '$ 

Mr. Parker Williams 1 !• 
Adininistrator l/ ':1 
SHA   •••'....'•                                    ' ' V •'•••'                                              '!i 

June 2, 1997 

• < 

^m    Ata ^^ 0f ^ commmi^ 1 '*"*& ^ge you to place sound barriers behind die' 
commun^backmg to the east spur of Intestate 270; and invite you to meet with us at any 0f 
our BoartfyCommunity meetings.  I know that our Board will be happy to accommodate yoar 
schedule m setting an appropriate time to meet regarding this important matter & a ferurr 
conducive-to open discussion. ;• i\h  • 

I look fbward to hearing from you iri^ie near future and to the opportunity 4 schedule 
a personal or community meeting with you.' In the meantime, we invite you to "walk" the 
community and to "hear for yourself our toncerns. If you require, or desire, additional 
mlormatio:ior documentation to facilitate scheduling, please do not hesitate to let me know f 
can be reached at my home (301) 984-5902. 

TMfik you for your attention to this matter. * 

Cordially; 

Pom O'Neill • 

cc:      Paris F. Glendenning 
Constance Morella 
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Maryland Department of Transportsion 
The Secretary's Office 1\\ 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

X 

September 17, 1997 

Ms. Catherine E. Quade 
Mr. Richard I. Cronin 
244 Kirkley Road 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Dear Ms. Quade and Mr. Cronin: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening regarding a sound barrier 
along US 50 west of the Severn River, the Gpvemorasked me to respond on his behalf. 

Your community was not previously eligible for a barrier because one could not have 
been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy. Since then the policy, 

•including the cost criterion, has been revised. The State Highway Administration (SHA) is 
currently evaluating a number of communities to; determine whether they are now eligible for 
sound barriers.  Yours is one of those communities. We anticipate we will have this work 
completed this Fall, and a representative from SHA will contact you once the results are 
available. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY Forthe Deaft (410) 865-1342 
Post Office Box 6755, BaftimoreAVaehington International Airport, Maryland 2^240-0755 
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4y^ Ms. Catherine E. Quade 
^g Mr. Richard J. Cronin. 

Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms, Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mi. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

>JNoise Abatement Team, SHA 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration tfi 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

November 26, 1997 

Mr. Frank Rodriguez 
7708 Greenspring Avenue 
Baltimore MD 21208 

Dear Mr. Rodriguez: 

This letter is a follow up to your recent telephone!discussions with Mr. Charles 
Adams, our Director of Environmental Design, regarding a sound barrier adjacent to your 
home west of Greenspring Avenue.  We have reviewed the situation and determined that it 
would be both feasible and cost effective to extend the sound barrier which is being 
constructed west of your area.  In particular, we have decided to extend this barrier to the 
bridge carrying the Baltimore Beltway (1-695) over Greenspring Avenue. 

Our plan is to have this construction completed as a part of the ongoing expansion of 
the beltway in this area.  As we have more complete details 'on the barrier and the 
construction schedule, we will share them with you.  In the meantime, if you have any 
questions, please feel free to call Mr. Adams, who can be reached at 410-545-8640 or, toll- 
free in Maryland, at 1-800-446-5962. 

^arker F. Willis 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. David Malkowski, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 410-545-0400 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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^L 
Mr. Frank Rodriguez 
Page Two 

bcc:    Mr. Robert Douglass, Deputy Chief Engineer, Highway Development, SHA 
<Mr; James Hade, Noise Team Leader, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration: 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

September 18, 1997 

Mrs. Ruth Royster 
5401 Keppler Road 
Temple Hills MD 20748-2141 

Dear Mrs Royster: 

Your'April 25 letter to Council Member Isaac -J. Gourdine, regarding noise abatement 
issues for the Temple Hills community along 1-495 in Prince George's County, was recently 
fonvarded to this office as part of a packet of correspondence from Council Member Gourdine's 
office to our District Engineer, Mr. Charlie Watkins. Thank you for your interest in this issue and 
for sharing your concern over the impact of highway noise on your community. 

Your community was not previously eligible for a barrier because one could not have 
been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy.  That policy has been 
revised and the State Highway Administration (SHA) is evaluating a number of communities to 
determine whether they are now eligible for sound barriers.  Yours is one of those 
communities.  We anticipate this work will be completed this Fall, and an SHA representative 
will contact you once the results are available. 

Again, thank you for your interest.  If you should have any other questions on this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement Team, who 
may be reached at (410) 545-8599. • } 

• 

cc: 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

The Honorable Issac J. Gourdine, Member, Prince George's County Council 
Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mrs. Ruth Royster 
Page Two 

# 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape,Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration   • • 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 
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Mary/and Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration ml 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary — 

•   Parker F. Williams 
- Administrator 

Office of District Engineer 
State Highway Administration 
9300 Kenilworth Avenue 
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770 

July 18, 1997 

The Honorable Isaac J. Gourdine 
Council Member, 8th District 
The Prince George's County Council k 
County Administration Building 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772 

Dear Council Member Gourdine: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the concerns of your constituent Ruth Royster. Her 
wish to see a noise abatement wall constructed adjacent to her neighborhood is certainly 
understandable. 

Responsibility for noise abatement walls rests with the State Highway Administration's Office 
of Environmental Design (OED). Therefore, I am taking the liberty of forwarding Ms. Royster's letter 
to the OED's Director, Mr. Charlie Adams, and requesting that he respond to her directly. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We appreciate the opportunity to discuss 
situations such as this with our mutual customers. Should I be able to assist you further on this issue, 
please contact me at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

L t • 
Charlie K. Watkins 
District Engineer 

CKW:SED:sed 

cc:       C. Adams, OED 

# 
My telephone number is (301) 513-7311 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



THE PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

(301) 952-3860    % 
^ 

County Council 
ISAAC GOURDINE 

Council Member, 8th District 

June 12, 1997 

State High way Administration 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer 
9300 Kenilworth Avenue 
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770 

Dear Mr. Watkins: 

I have been contacted bv Ms. Ruth Royster, regarding a noise abatement sound 
barrier wall on Interstate 95. Attached is her letter that clearly describes current 
conditions in her communitv. A noise abatement wall would greatly improve the quality 
of life for citizens in this area. 

Your attention to this matter would be greatly appreciated. If I may be of further 
assistance, please contact Ms. Donna Barry, in my office. 

Sincerely, 

Isaac J. Gourdine 
Council Member 
District 8 

IJG.djb 
lIMllirHRRAIAWATKIN'.S.ROY 

% 

County Administration Building—Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772 
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THE PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

^ 

(301) 952-3860 

County Council 
ISAAC GOURDINE 

Council Member, 8th District 

June 12, 1997 

State Highway Administration 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer 
9300 Kenilworth Avenue 
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770 

Dear Mr. Watkins: 

I have been contacted bv Ms. Ruth Royster, regarding a noise abatement sound 
barrier wall on Interstate 95. Attached is her letter that clearly describes current 
conditions in her community. A noise abatement wall would greatly improve the quality 
of life for citizens in this area. 

Your attention to this matter would be greatly appreciated. If I may be of further 
assistance, please contact Ms. Donna Barry, in my office. 

Sincerely, 

Isaac J. Gourdine 
Council Member 
District 8 

IJG:djb 
] lARUFMlRAIAWATKINS.RC >Y 

County Administration Building—Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

David L. Winsteac 
Secretary — 

Parker R Williams 
-  Administrator     ' 
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Office of District Engineer 
State Highway Administration 
9300 Kenilworth Avenue 
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770 

July. 18, 1997 

l/lll   ^24/997 mil 

The Honorable Isaac J. Gourdine 
Council Member, 8th District 
The Prince George's County Council 
County Administration Building 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772 

Dear Council Member Gourdine: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the concerns of your constituent Ruth Royster. Her 
wish to see a noise abatement wall constructed adjacent to her neighborhood is certainly 
understandable. 

Responsibility for noise abatement walls rests with the State Highway Administration's Office 
of Environmental Design (OED). Therefore, I am taking the liberty of forwarding Ms. Royster's letter 
to the OED's Director, Mr. Charlie Adams, and requesting that he respond to her directly. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We appreciate the opportunity to discuss 
situations such as this with our mutual customers. Should I be able to assist you further on this issue, 
please contact me at your convenience. 

Sincerely, , 

L. (. 

Charlie K. Watkins 
District Engineer „ 

CKW:SED:sed 

cc:       C. Adams, OED 

(301) 513-7311 My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Isaac J Gourdine 
Council Member. District 8 
County Administrative Building 
14741 Gov. Oden Bowie Drive 
Upper Malboro, Maryland 20772 

Fax #(301) 952-4821 

Dear Councilman Gourdine. 

5401 KepplerRoad 
Temple Hills, MD. 20748-2141 
April 25: 1997 

u\ 

Re: Noise Abatement 
Beltway Sound-Barrier Wall 

Many of the houses in my neighborhood are located near the US 95/495 Highway (called the 
beltway). Over the years, the traffic on the beltway has increased at least four-fold and with this 
increase has come intolerable increases in traffic noise from cars and, especially, from large trucks. 
And now, on the beltway and in the immediate vicinity of our homes, road-widening construction 
work is currently underway. This new road-widening construction was mandated due to the large 
increase in traffic flowing both north- and south-ward to and from the Wcodrow Wilson Bridge 
which connects Prince Geoge's County, Maryland and Alexandria,Virginia When there is a backup 
on the bridge (which happens often), the noise and gas fumes are ghastly. 

We really need some relief. For this reason, we wrote to Mr. Jim Hade and Mr. Gene Miller of the 
State Highway Administration's Landscape Architectural Division in Baltimore. Maryland 
requesting the construction of a Sound-Barrier Wall. However, Mr. Hade has not provided any 
definitive information concerning the construction of the sound-barrier wall. As Sound Barrier walls 
constructed in Montgomery County have served to minimize noise and pollution in those 
communities, they should also be constructed in Prince George's County to alleviate the problems 
currently plaguing our communities. Sound Bamer Walls would help restore a measure of serenity 
and, indeed security, back to our neighborhood. The unrelenting and constant Beltway noise and 
pollution have served to make all of us feel insecure and vulnerable. Even though we do have a 
Neighborhood V/atch Program, a young woman who was jogging in our neighborhood just one-half 
block from nearby homes, was savagely beaten and raped last summer. The police said that no one 
heard her frantic screams for help due to the loud beltway noises. 

So, would you please help us get this sound-barrier wall constructed as soon as possible? If you 
need information from us, just let me know. If there is anything thiat we can do to aid and/or 
expedite the construction of this wall, please call me at work on I (202) 682-5755 or call me at 
home on 1 (301) 423-7574.  If you prefer to write, please use the address listed above. Thanks. 

Sincerely yours. 
Ruth E. Royster 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration' 

^ 
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David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

January 28, 1997 

Mr. & Mrs. Greg Samolis 
1823 Sherman Drive 
Chester MD 21619 

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Samolis: 

I am writing to let you know the results of the noise analysis performed at your 
home located along US 50. A chart and graph illustrating the analysis results are 
included for your reference. Also included are results of the environmental analysis 
conducted near your home for the US 50 highway improvements. 

On the graph, the Leq line (also called the equivalent sound level), represents 
the average noise level for each hour of the test period.  In this case there are two Leq 
lines, one for the upper deck noise meter and another for the lower deck noise meter. 
The impact threshold is shown as the horizontal line labeled 66 dBA. Noise levels on 
the upper deck measured from 64 - 69 dBA and on the lower deck from 62-71 dBA. 
Even though the noise levels at your home today are above the impact threshold, we 
cannot consider a noise barrier for your community since the homes were built after the 
original construction of US 50. 

Results of the environmental analysis performed in 1987 found that to protect 
the existing homes in the area where you now live, the cost to build noise barriers 
would exceed our maximum expenditure of $40,000 per residence, and would only 
offer a noise level reduction of 1-3 dBA. This information is documented in the 
description of NSAs 1 & 2 of the environmental analysis.  Given this information, a 
noise barrier would not be cost effective or acoustically efficient.  Additionally, based 
on the environmental analysis, the improvements to US 50 would not create a 
significant increase in noise over the noise from existing US 50, prior to the 
improvements.  Therefore, noise barriers were not considered for inclusion with the 
US 50 highway improvements. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Mr. Greg Samolis . i 'vj 
Page Two H ^ 

I am sorry that I am unable to offer a more positive response to your request for 
a noise barrier. However, if you have any questions, or would like to discuss this 
matter further, please feel free to call me at (410)545-8640. 

Sincen 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 

cc:      Noise Abatement Team 

I 



Mr. Greg Samolis 
Page Three 

bcc:     Mr. Richard Lindsay, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

^1 



NOISE MONITORING ANALYSIS 
1823 SHERMAN DRIVE 
SAMOLIS RESIDENCE 

6 

Type of Noise Measurement: 24 - Hour 
Interval Length: 20 Minute 
Notes: 

Date of Noise Study: October 22 - 23,1996 
Location: Upper Deck (Back of house) 

Date of Noise Study: October 22 - 23,1996 
Location: Lower Deck (Side of house) 

TIME: Leq(dBA) 
12:00 NOON 69 

1:00 PM 67 
2:00 PM 67 
3:00 PM 67 
4:00 PM 68 
5:00 PM 68 
6:00 PM 68 
7:00 PM 66 
8:00 PM 66 
9:00 PM 66 

10:00 PM 65 
11:00 PM 64 
12:00 MIDNIGHT 64 
1:00 AM 65 
2:00 AM 65 
3:00 AM 64 
4:00 AM 65 
5:00 AM 66 
6:00 AM 65 
7:00 AM 66 
8:00 AM 66 
9:00 AM 66 

10:00 AM 65 
11:00 AM 67 

TIME: Leq(dBA) 
12:00 NOON 71 

1:00 PM 65 
2:00 PM 66 
3:00 PM 65 

4:00 PM 67 

5:00 PM 67 

6:00 PM 66 

7:00 PM 64 

8:00 PM 64 

9:00 PM 64 
10:00 PM 64 

11:00 PM 63 
12:00 MIDNIGHT 63 
1:00 AM 63 
2:00 AM 63 
3:00 AM 62 

4:00 AM 63 
5:00 AM 63 
6:00 AM 63 

7:00 AM 64 

8:00 AM 64 
9:00 AM 64 

10:00 AM 63 
11:00 AM 64 

24 - Hour Noise Measurement 

Samolis; US 50 
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24 - HOUR NOISE ANALYSIS 

1823 SHERMAN DRIVE 
SAMOLIS RESIDENCE 

Noise Levels Measured in Decibels (dBA) 

66dBA 

-~- Leq (Upper Deck) 

"," Leq (Lower Deck) 

^ Impact Threshold 

12:00 3:00 6:00 9:0012:00 3:00 6:00 9:00 
PM | AM 

Graph Displays the Highest Hourly Leq 

October 22-23, 1996 

£ 50 



FINDING OF NO 
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
SECTION 4(f) STATEMENT 

10 

FOR 

CONTRACT NO.  Q-508-101-270 

U.S. Route 50/301 and1  U.S. Route 50 
West of Cox Creek to the Intersection of 
Maryland Route 404 Queen Anne's County 
and Talbot County, Maryland 

prepared by 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL   HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

and 

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
STATE   HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
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FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

FOR 

U.S. ROUTE 50/301 AND U.S. ROUTE 50 
WEST OF COX CREEK TO THE IKTERSECTION 

OF MARYLAND ROUTE 404 QUEEN ANNE'S COUNTY 
AND TALBOT COUNTY, MARYUND 

The FHWA has determined that this 
project will not have any significant 
impact on the environment. This 
finding of no significant impact is 
based on the Environmental Assessment 
and the attached information, which 
summarizes the assessment and documents 
the selection of recommended alternates 
and options (See Section III-D). The 
Environmental Assessment has been 
independently evaluated by the FHWA 
and determined to adequately discuss 
the environmental issues and impacts 
of the proposed project. It provides 
sufficient evidence and analysis for 
determining that an Environmental 
Impact Statement is not required. 

// 
li2./+e./&7 

% 

Date Division Administrator*' 
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±.  Cox Neck Road/Castle Marina Road 

o Ootion 5B (Figure 2) 

This option oroooses an overoass aoproximately 1700 feet east of the 

existing Cox Neck Road/Castle Marina Road intersection. The overpassing roadway 

would intersect existing Maryland Route 18, south of U.S. Route 50/301, 

aooroximately 500 feet west of Maryland Route 552. North of U.S. Route 50/301, 

the orooosed overpass would intersect existing Cox Neck Road/Castle Marina Road 

approximately 1000 feet north of the Maryland Route 18/Castle Marina Road 

intersection. A service road is orooosed from Piney Creek Road to Maryland 

Route 552 Extended to an intersection with the overoass roadway. Right turns in 

and out of Shopping Center Road, Maryland Route 18, Castle Marina Road, Cox Neck 

Road, Maryland Route 552, Maryland Route 552 Extended, and Piney Creek Road will 

be permitted. 

As a result of agency concerns regarding minimization of wetland impacts 

the Option 5B service road connection to Maryland Route 552 has been modified. 

Under Option 5B modified the service road ties into the existing driveway to the 

Bell property prior to wetland areas located near Maryland Route 552. 

Option 58 modified was selected because it avoided business relocations, 

with only minimal increases in environmental impacts, while providing the most 

desirable design and traffic operation. 

Kent Island Narrows - High-level Bridge 

o Option 1 (Figure 3) 

This option (selected) consists of the relocation of U.S. Route 50/301 

north of the existing movable span bridge, crossing Kent Narrows by means of a 

new fixed soan high-level bridge. Under this ootion, the existing drawbridge 

would be retained as part of Maryland Route 18 primarily to separate through 

traffic from local traffic and would revert to an ooen-on-demand schedule. 

On the north side of the west approach, interchange ramps would provide 

access to and from Piney Narrows Road. On the south side of the west approach, 

a ramo would provide access from eastbound U.S. Route 50/301 to Maryland Route 

18 and Piney Narrows Road, (via the proposed underpass at Piney Narrows Road and 

orooosed U.S. Route 50/301), and locally to the existing drawbridge. A loop 

ramo would provide access to U.S. Route 50/301 eastbound. 

111-18 
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NOISE SENSITIVE AREA SUMMARY (see Table 3) 

Location: Cox Neck Road/Castle Marina Road 

A total of four noise sensitive areas are, associated with this location (1, 

1A, 2, and 3). 

Under Build Options 4 and 5A, the Leq noise levels would increase 1-12 dBA 

over present levels. 

Selected Alternate 5B is located further from all receptors and will not 

require additional analysis. An additional analysis will be conducted for NSA 1 

due to the construction of new townhouses closer to U.S. Route 50/301. The 

following is a discussion regarding the feasibility of noise abatement under the 

build options for the NSA 1 and NSA 2. 

•£ NSA 1 - Residence located on Harbor Drive 

This noise sensitive area will have a projected 2010 level of 62 dBA, an 

increase of 12 dBA over the ambient levels under both build and no-build 

conditions. This NSA is located too far (+ 550 feet) from the proposed roadway 

for a barrier to provide adequate attenuation. A barrier 4400 feet in length 

and 12 feet in height at a cost of $1,425,600 would only reduce the projected 

noise level 1-2 dBA for this residence. A barrier at this location would not be 

physically effective. 

-^ NSA 2 - Residences located at Maryland Route 18 

This NSA will have a projected 2010 noise level of 68 dBA, 1 dBA above the 

noise abatement criteria, for both build and no-build conditions. A barrier at 

this location would have to be segmented at the intersection of Cox Neck Road. 

A barrier 1360 feet in length and 12 feet in height would only reduce the 

projected noise level by 2-3 dBA. With a cost of $440,640 ($110,160/residence), 

this barrier would not be cost-effective or physically effective. 

\|/.   Additional NSA - Cox Neck Road/Castle Marina Road 
1 An additional noise analysis was conducted to determine what effect, if 

any, Selected Alternate 5B may have on new townhomes being constructed south of 

U.S. Route 50/301, west of Cox Neck Road. Results of the analysis indicate that 

conditions at this location are similar to that of NSA 2, in that any noise 

increase in the design year can be attributed to U.S. Route 50/301 which is the 

primary contributor. Selected Option 5B will not significantly contribute to 

any noise increase due to its distance from the receptor. 

111-31 
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TABLE 3 

Project  Noise Levels 

U.S. Route 50/301 - Cox Creek to Md Route 404 

^ 

Noise Selected Measured    No 
Area    Location        Option      Description   Ambient Leg  Build Build 

1. Cox Neck Rd./ 
Castle Marina Rd. 5-B Modified  Residential     50        62   62 

la.    Cox Neck Rd./ 
Castle Marina Rd. 5-B Modified  Church 57        66   66 

2. Cox Neck Rd./ 
Castle Marina Rd. 5-B Modified  Residential     59        68   68 

3. Cox Neck Rd./ 
Castle Marina Rd. 5-B Modified  Residential     59        64   64 

4. Piney Creek Rd./ 
Shamrock Rd.     2 Residential     66        73   73 

5. Piney Creek Rd./ 
Shamrock Rd.     2 Residential     63        66   66 

6. Piney Creek Rd./ 
Shamrock Rd.     2 Residential     64        63   64 

9     V F W. Avenue/ 
Station La.      3-B Modified  Church 62        71   71 

10. V.F.W. Avenue/ 
Station La. 3-B Modified      Residential 68 71 71 

111-32 
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Maryland Department ofTransportation 

State Highway Administration 

US 50/301 
FROM WEST OF COX CREEK TO MD.RTE.404 

NEW CONSTRUCTION •HH RESURFACE 1111111111 
PAVEMENT REMOVAL SCSfiSCK HISTORIC SITES XXNX 
PROPOSED R/W  _L TIDAL WET LANDS       -£+•*£' 
AIR & NOISE RECEPTORS   Q NON-TIDAL WETLANDS"- '- "- 
SCALE  1" 400'                               i FIG. 2 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

May 22, 1997 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mr. & Ms. Segreti 
8210 Stone Trail Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20817 

Dear Mr. & Ms. Segreti: 

This letter is a follow up to your letter of February 11, concerning noise from 
the Capital Beltway. I understand that the landscaping to screen the "River Road" sign 
was completed in April and hope that the work was satisfactory. I have enclosed for 
your information a summary of the noise analyses performed for the improvements to 
both the beltway and the west spur of 1-270. 

I! 

Included in this information are excerpts from the approved environmental 
documents for the improvements. Also included are the agreements between the SHA 
and CABN (Citizens Against Beltway Noise), and SHA and Montgomery County 
related to the construction of two noise barriers along the section of the beltway from 
Bradley Boulevard south to the Potomac River. I am also enclosing a copy of our 
revised noise barrier policy. 

The county tax records indicate that your home was built in 1967. The Capital 
Beltway was completed in 1964. Unfortunately your home does not qualify for our 
Type II noise barrier program due to the fact that your home postdates the completion 
of the Capital Beltway. One of your neighbors mentioned that there were homes in 
your community which where constructed prior to 1964. This is different than the 
information we have been able to obtain through county records. If the majority of the 
impacted homes were built before 1-495 your community may be eligible to be 
considered for our Type II or retrofit noise program. Any information that you might 
be able to provide would be very helpful to us. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. James Hade of my 
office at (410) 545-8599. 

Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Attachments 

^•Joto]^igteiU number is cc: 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MO 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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10 
Mr. & Ms. John Segreti 
Page Two 

b 

bcc:    Mr. James Hade 
Mr. Charlie Watkins 
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February 11, 1997 

Mr. Charles V. Adams, Director ^    -V ^— 
A^ 

Environmental Design -—.__ 
Maryland Department of Highways '-•••-...     """^-^^^^ 
707 N. Calvert Street """'"-••..."""""" / 
Baltimore, MD 21202 "s  •• 

Dear Mr. Adams, 

My husband and I are very concerned by the excessive noise level we hear 
daily, 24 hours/day from the traffic on the 1-495 Beltway. Our house at 8210 Stone 
Trail Drive, Bethesda, MD backs.up to the outer loop of 1-495. From the rear windows 
of our house we see ongoing the Exit 39 sign "1/2 MILE TO RIVER ROAD" which 
needless to say is an eyesore. 

I phoned your office 2 weeks ago and was very pleased with the professional 
and courteous response of your staff, Mr. James Hide and Mr. Fred Eisen. We would 
like to request that someone from your office visit our property and perform a noise 
level monitoring test. The noise level has continued to increase substantially since we 
moved here in 1969. Since then the Beltway behind our house has changed 
dramatically. It is our recollection that the Beltway has been widened at least 2 times 
since 1969, and worst of all it has been elevated which contributes heavily to the loud 
noise and visual disturbance. We were not able to see the traffic before the last 
widening project. Now from our back yard we see the cars and trucks speeding down 
the road, lights blaring in the evening. 

Mr. Kirk Childress of the your office came to our home to address the unsightliness 
of the exit sign and the visible traffic. He indicated he would recommend additional 
planting to be done in the Spring under your direction which we will be pleased to 
have. But the major concern is the NOISE LEVEL. We can no longer have friends 
over to sit in our back yard, as it is difficult to carry on a conversation because of the 
noise interference. 

We believe the high noise level indicates a need for a sound barrier. Without a 
doubt the quality of our environment has been substantially negatively affected by the 
noise and sight of thousands of cars and trucks passing behind our house daily day and 
night. 

We look forward to your reply to our request. And may I reiterate again we 
were very pleased with the courteousness of your staff and their quick response. 

C8A 4> Sincerely 

Anthony aiid Joan^egreti 
8210 Stone Trail Drive, 
Bethesda, MD 20817 

Tel.  (301)469 6442 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration Vl 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

December 24, 1997 

Mr. Mihkel Sergo 
7004 Rainswood Court 
Bethesda MD 20817 

Dear Mr. Sergo: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening, Secretary Winstead and me 

SfctpLl B^rt^ ^t ^ 0f MOn~ County^ad" £ j? 
behafves "       ^ WinStead aSked me t0 resPond on ^ 

Rn.H  TYH0UfeXIJreSS,ed COnCei? ab0Ut a 500 f00t ^ in ^ sound barrier west of Greentree 
Road. The final end points of a barrier for the Longwood area have not been detemfned 
This will occur during the detailed design phase, and the barrier will be designed Sect 
homes which are eligible under our noise policy.  Enclosed is a Copy of a brochure that wi 1 
provide more information about the policy. woumre mat win 

Again thank you for your letter.  If you would like any additional information or 
would like to discuss this issue further, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Charles B 

imS4406T5962eCtOT ^ EnVir0nmental Design' at 410-545-8640 or, toll-free in Maryland, at 

Sincerely, 

VParker F. Williams 
</. fi<ryxj^, be^^y— 

j\ Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:       The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 

My telephone number is     410-545-0400 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
CJtroot AHHrocc   707 M<->>-tl->  Poiw«»*  c*»~~»  -  o_i*:_ •* •....•  - 
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Mr. Mihkel Sergo 
Page Two ^ 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
.Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
JMr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant, SHA 
Ms. Judy Weeks, Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Prepared by:  Fred Eisen, 12/15/97 

Serial Number: 9846 

A:\SERGO.DOC 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

June 12, 1997 
# 

Pi 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mr. Sigmond L. Seward 
8112 Halton Road 
Towson MD 21204 

Dear Mr. Seward: 

Thank you for sending me a copy of your letter to Congressman Robert L. Ehrlich 
about a sound barrier for the Village Green community.  I want to let you know that we are 
very aware of the concerns of the residents of Village Green and our intent is to provide a 
sound barrier to reduce the noise for those residences within the community that will 
experience noise levels above the impact threshold of 66 decibels. 

At the June 4 community meeting two options were presented to the community. 
These options were developed by SHA to provide protection to affected residences.   As a 
result of input received at the meeting, we are developing additional information in response 
to the questions and concerns which were raised.  This additional analysis will re-examine 
the issue of whom is expected to be impacted and the': option or options to provide effective 
noise reduction. 

In your letter, you raised a concern about the length of sound barrier in relationship 
to both the Trinity Church and the Valley Presbyterian Church.  It is unfortunate that the 
feeling exists that SHA's barrier alternatives are being dictated by either or both churches.  I 
want you and your neighbors to know that this is not the case.   The alternatives presented at 
the June 4 meeting were based upon the length of barrier that would be required to provide 
meaningful noise reduction. 

When we have completed the additional impact and barrier analyses, we will work 
with Senator Barbara A. Hoffman and your community leaders to schedule a meeting to 
present and discuss this information.  I am confident that we will be able to provide a barrier 
solution which will effectively reduce noise impacts in the Village Green community. 

Administrator 

cc:       The Honorable Robert L. Ehrlich, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Barbara A. Hoffman, Senate of Maryland 
The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department 

of Transportation 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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bcc:     Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Ms. Leslie Frelow 

rMf." "James Hade - 
MrrJohn L^wis, Jr. 
Mr. Dave Malkowski 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
Sta te High way A dministra tion 4H\ 

^^ 

Parris N. Glendenihg 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

November 20, 1997 

Mr. Robert Siegmeister 
7 Greenlea Drive 
Baltimore MD 21208-3405 

Dear Mr. Siegmeister: 

This letter is a follow up to my October 15 letter to you about your request for a 
sound barrier for the Greenlea Drive area adjacent to 1-695.  We have completed our review 
and analysis of the feasibility of a barrier for your community and have determined that an 
extension of the barrier planned for the Grasty Road area is warranted to protect the homes 
along Greenlea Drive.  The design of this extension is underway and our intent is to have the 
extension completed during the current construction project on the beltway. 

As the work on this barrier progresses, our Environmental Design staff will keep you 
informed.  If you have any questions in the meantime, please feel free to call Mr. Charles 
Adams, our Director of Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 or, toll-free, at 1-800-446- 
5962. 

Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. David Malkowski, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator 

\Mr. Robert D. Douglass, Director of Highway Development 
Ir. Earl S. Freedman, Director of Bridge Development 
Ir. James Hade, Noise Team Leader, Landscape Architecture Division 
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October 15, 1997 

Mr. Ronald Simon 
6996-202 Hanover Parkway 
GreenbeltMD 20770 ! 

Dear Mr. Simon: 

Thank you for your recent phone call requesting information about Governor 
Glendening's June 16 announcement regarding sound barriers. The Governor announced a 
total of seven barrier projects that will be protecting nine communities from highway noise. 

The seven projects are in four Counties: one in Baltimore; one in Howard; one in 
Montgomery and four in Prince George's County. All of these communities predate the 
highway. The Lanham Station project is considered a Type I (new construction) site because 
of the construction of the I-95/US50 interchange. 

BALTIMORE COUNTY 
1-95: North of Metropolitan Boulevard to North Of Southwest Boulevard. 
Arbutus 

This community consists of a number of developments of predominately single family 
dwellings constructed between the years 1940 and 1969. The majority of the development 
occurring between 1950 to 1964, prior to the completion and opening of that section of 1-95 to 
traffic in 1971. One community, Riverchase, located along the northbound side of 1-95 and 
just north of Selford Road, was built well after 1-95 and is not included in this project. 

HOWARD COUNTY 
1-70: St. John's Lane to 1200 feet West of US29 
Brinkleigh 

This community of predominately single family dwellings was constructed between the 
years 1957 to 1959, prior to the completion and opening of 1-70 to traffic in 1969. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

1-495: University Boulevard (MD193) to Georgia Avenue (MD97) 
Woodside Forest 
Indian Springs My telephone number is ' 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. Ronald Simon 
Page Two ^\ 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY (Continued^ 

Woodside Forest is a community of predominately single family dwellings constructed 
between the years 1952 and 1955, prior to the completion of 1-495 in 1964. 

Indian Springs is a community of predominately single family dwellings constructed 
around 1940, prior to the completion of 1-495 in 1964. 

PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY 
1-495/95: North of US50 to South of MD450 (Outer Loop) 
Lanham Station 

This is a community of predominately single family dwellings built between the years 
1950 and 1967. This project is classified as Type I noise abatement. A noise barrier is being 
built to mitigate impacts from the reconstruction of the I-495/US50 interchange. 

1-495/95: Baltimore - Washington Parkway to Good Luck Road (Inner Loop) 
Kingswood 

This is a community of single family dwellings constructed between the years 1963 and 
1964, prior to the completion of 1-495 in 1964. 

1-95: Prince George's County/Howard County line to MD212 
Calverton 
Laurel Ridge 

Calverton is a community of single family homes constructed in 1965, prior to 
completion and opening of 1-95 to traffic in 1971. There is an adjacent group of townhomes to 
the south, constructed after the highway, which are not included in this project. 

Laurel Ridge is a community of single family dwellings constructed between the years 
1965 and 1966, prior to the completion and opening of 1-95 to traffic in 1971.   . 

US50: Ardwick/Ardmore Road To MD202 (West bound) 
Landover Hills 

This community is a predominately residential area constructed between the years 1947 
and 1961, prior to the completion of US50 in 1962. 
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Again, thank you for your interest. A copy of SHA's noise policy is enclosed for your 
information. If you should have any other questions on this matter, please do not hesitate to 
contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement Team, who may be reached at (410) 545-8599. 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 
cc:     ZMr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 



Maryland Department of Transportation Governor   en en n9 

The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

March 11, 1997 Thrtmaa.  . . ' i Thomas L. Osborne 
illlL Deputy Secretary 

Mr. Ronald Simon 
6996-202 Hanover Parkway 
GreenbeltMD 20770 

Dear Mr. Simon: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening regarding a noise barrier for 
the Hunting Ridge Condominium community. The Governor has received your letter and 
asked me to respond to you on his behalf. 

The State Highway Administration's (SHA) noise abatement program has two 
elements-Type I and Type II. Type I barriers are built in conjunction with new roadway 
construction or expansion of existing highways.  When deciding where to build a barrier, we 
perform an environmental analysis during the highway planning process to see whether noise 
levels will equal or exceed an impact threshold of 66 decibels (dBA) and, if so, whether they 
can be reduced for a reasonable cost. The homes must predate the approval date of the 
highway improvements to be considered for this program.  The barrier you referred to as 
being built for the stadium is actually being built for the Centennial Village community, and 
it meets the criteria for a Type I barrier.  This is because there will be an increase in noise 
levels as a result of the new interchange and access ramps from Arena Drive. 

Type n (retrofit) noise barriers are for communities built before the original highway. 
These are stand-alone projects.  As with the Type I program, an analysis is performed to 
determine whether the homes predate the highway, whether the noise levels equal or exceed 
the impact threshold, and whether an effective noise barrier can be built for a reasonable 
cost.  When applying these criteria to your community, we found the homes were built after 
the original construction of 1-495 and, therefore, would not qualify for our Type n program. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you have 
any questions in the meantime, please feel free to call Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director 
of Environmental Design, at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

\jh*ifL U/uJs**7 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

l My telephone number is (410)- 865-1000  

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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bcc:    Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design, SHA 
/Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 

Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, District 3, SHA 
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STA^C OF MARYLAND 
^)FFICE\0(; THE GOVERNOR 

March  13,   1997 

Mr. Ronald Simon 
6996 Hanover Parkway 
GreenbeltMD 20770^ 

Dear Mr. Simon: 

PARRIS N. GLENDENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 

(410) 974-3901 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001 

(202)638-2215 

TDD (410) 333-3098 

• 

Thank you for your letter sharing your thoughts about sound barriers along the 
Washington beltway. Your concerns are obviously heartfelt. 

Oriole Park at Camden Yards and the proposed stadium for the Redskins will produce 
revenue for the State without raising the tax burden. For this reason I am committed to the 
fruition of this project. Part of making this project a success is to avail the stadium with adequate 
provisions, such as sound barriers. If you would like additional information on the planning and 
implementation of sound barriers, you should contact Mr.* Charlie Adams at the State Highway 
Administration. He can be reached by calling (410) 545-8640. 

The Maryland State lottery is publicized both in Baltimore and statewide. I have recently 
proposed an increase to its advertising budget in an effort to stimulate sales. 

Again Mr. Simon, thank you for sharing your concerns with me. If I can be of any 
additional assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact my office. 

Sincerely, 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc: Mr. Charlie Adams 
State Highway Administration 

® 
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Thank  Tou, 
^       JAN 1 3 mil 

Bonald   Siaon GOVLKlNSUr% o UtflCi 
6996- Hanover Parkway 
Greenbelt,   Hd.   20770 
301   441-9251 

1' GOT.   Farris Giendening 
State House 
Annapolis. Kd.  21401-1991 

Dear Governor Giendening: 

Upon reading in the newspaper a few weeks ago ayseif I  /) $a<>S 
aaong with 361 other hoae owners of the Hunting Eidge V  / ^J /- 
Condommxu® would like to know why one million / «M &#&- 
dollars are being used to build a noise barrier at the /   / 
new Redskins stadiim and we hare been waiting twenty- / H^yM ':C/'l' 
three years for the same. ' 

Is Hr.Cooke bptter than any other tax payer? 

I would appreciate an answer to this question. 

I also would like to find out why the lottery is not 
advertxsed in other areas outside of Baltimore such as 
Frxnce George's and Hontgomery Counties. 



Maryland Department of Transportation , \        %±?'Gtendenin9 

The Secretary's Office A^ David L. Winstead 
' Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

August 14, 1997 

Mr. Philip Kingsley Smith 
Ms. Mary Evans Smith 
28339 Carrbridge Circle 
Towson MD '21204-1814 

Dear Mr. and Ms. Smith: 

Thank you for your letter regarding the sound barrier project that is to be built along 
the Baltimore Beltway between Thornton Road and East of Joppa Road.  As you noted in 
your letter, a meeting was held on August 7 to discuss alternate noise wall alignments. I was 
very pleased to meet with the community and hope you had the opportunity to attend. 

If you were unable to attend the meeting you should know the community 
representative reviewed noise wall alignments. After the discussion, the community voted to 
have the noise barrier placed adjacent to the Baltimore Beltway (1-695) beginning at the 
eastern Trinity Church building. The exact beginning point will be determined in the very 
near future, based on noise mitigation criteria. 

The current design calls for a five foot perpetual easement for drainage across your 
property adjacent to the beltway. This easement is to support a swale behind the noise wall. 
A representative from the State Highway Administration's (SHA's) right-of-way office will 
be contacting you shortly to schedule a meeting to discuss this easement. 

Again thank you for your letter. If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to call Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Clement Erhardt, Village Green Association 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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Maryland Department of Transportation •      Goiernor 

State Highway Administration tip       ^WL. wmstead 
Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

November 19, 1997 

Reverend William Snook 
Trinity Assembly of God 
2122 West Joppa Road 
Lutherville MD 21093-4799 

Dear Reverend Snook: 

It was a pleasure to meet with you on November 6, to discuss your concerns about the 
construction of a sound barrier along the frontage of the Trinity Church property. As we 
discussed, the State Highway Administration will be unable to shorten the length or lower the 
height of the wall, because to do so would reduce the protection needed for those homes in the 
Village Green community located near the intersection of Thornton Ridge and Landrake 
Roads. 

Your concerns about safety and the church's visibility to beltway traffic are 
understandable. We are exploring ways to relocate the existing sign behind the completed wall. 
We will also trim the vegetation within our right of way to the west of your other sign located 
along the beltway between your two buildings.  Last, we are investigating the installation of a 
security light for the area in the back of the church parking lot, to help deter loitering. We are 
willing to consider funding the cost of installation, but would not be able to absorb the energy 
costs for operating such a light. 

As soon as we have information to share with you on these items, we will let you 
know.  In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
Mr. Charlie Adams, our Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545- 
8640 or, toll-free, at 1-800-446-5962. . —^ 

I 
\ 

Sincerely; 

Parker F. Will 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design 
Mr. David Malkowski, District Engineer 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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bcc:     Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator 
JMs. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division 

JMT. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Landscape Architecture Division 
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William Snook 
Pastor, Administration 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

September 4, 1997 
l^tiBm 

Mr. Charles Adams - , 
Director of Environmental Engineering 
Maryland State Highway Administration 
707 N. Charles Street 
Baltimore, MD 21201 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to inquire as to the status of the proposed sound barrier from Joppa Road to 
Trinity Assembly of God Church. We would very much like to discuss the specifics of 
this situation with you. We are interested in finding a solution that will benefit all 
concerned. If you would be so kind as to give us an update of this situation, we would 
greatly appreciate it. 

Sincerely, 

William Snook 
Pastor Administration 

WS/ic 

k$ ^ LW ut -0 9c)k 

2122 West Joppa Road • Lutherville, Maryland 21093-4799 • (410) 821-6573 
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William Snook 
Pastor, Administratioi 
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ASSEMBLY OF GOO 

October 14,1997 

Mr. Parker F. Williams 
•State Highway Administrator 
797 North-Calvert Street   -   • 
Mail Stop M-303 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

I am writing you in regards to the proposed extension of the beltway sound barrier 
wall across our frontage. This is a matter of utmost concern to our church and its 
members. Construction of this wall will adversely impact our church in a number of 
significant areas. Ofparticular concern is the loss of highway visibility to our 
facilities. Our church was originally sited at this location because of its high 
visihility to beltway traffic. Construction of the wall will greatly inhibit our 
visibility in the community. Also of increasing concern is the wall's affect on our 
property's after-hour security. Trespass and vandalism are an ongoing problem. 
With the secluding effect of the wall this problem will only get worse for us. It is 
extremely urgent that we meet with you at your earliest possible convenience. Your 
time and attention in this matter are greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Rev. William Snook 
Church Administrator 

WFM:rm 

301 di'Q R.Hpi*'M!C!j:,»!,;ay 

2122 West Joppa Road • Lutherville, Maryland 21093-4799 • (410) 821-6573 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

October 17, 1997 
ii 

Ms. Patricia Sollock 
7501 Glennon Drive 
Bethesda,MD 20817 

Dear Ms. Sollock: 

It was a pleasure to speak with you recently regarding the! noise level studies conducted for your 
community along 1-495. As you requested, I have enclosed copies of the results of the noise level testing for 
Dwight Drive and Cindy Lane adjacent to your area. I've also included a copy of a previous letter with attachments 
related to noise testing done along Glennon Drive. 

Regarding the studies for Dwight Drive, and Cindy Lane, Exhibit 1 shows a compilation of the continuous 
15-minute noise level values collected during our test, and a composite hourly average noise level (labeled "Hourly 
Leq"). The shaded values are those at 66 decibels (dBA) or above. A graphical depiction of the same data is shown 
at the bottom of Exhibit 1, and includes a comparison with the impact threshold level of 66 dBA. In addition, I've 
included our field data sheets for each of the three additional "short-term" noise level tests (location diagram, time, 
etc.), and the actual printouts of the noise level data for each test. On the printouts, I've highlighted the average 
(Leq) noise level related to each attached datasheet. Finally, I've included a three page information package of 
explanatory notes that more fully explains all the data shown on the data printouts. 

Thank you for your interest. If you have any questions on the enclosed information, please feel free to 
contact me at (410) 545-8601. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth D. Polcak 
Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 

Enclosures 
cc: Noise Abatement Team 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



*"* EXHIBIT 1 

Test date: 3/27/97 -Star 
3/28/97 -End 

24-HOUR NOISE MEASUREMENT STUDY 

Route: 1-495 (Capital Beltway) 
Location: Kurlansky Residence - 7601 Dwight Drive, Potomac, Montgomery County 

Between Bradley Blvd (MD 191) and River Road (MD 190) 

Sub-interval length (min.) - 

Number of sub-intervals/hour - 
15 
4 

Sub-interval Leq 
Interval 1 2               3               4 Hourly Leq 
2:00 PM 71.5 71.1        ,71.4   •     ~7T;3 71 
3:00 PM 71.5 71.6           71.6   •'   .   71 ;7 72 
4:00 PM 71.6 71.1.     •!; 70.5-     ^'68.7 71 
5:00 PM 65.9 63.7           65.0           63.8 65 
6:00 PM 63.6 64.9'          67.1  "^"69:1 '           67 
7:00 PM •71.3 71.7      -    71.6 ..•••"-••71.5' 72: 

8:00 PM 71.0 71.3'     .   71.3.;      :.TQ.Z'. 
1 

7-1 " 
9:00 PM 70.8 70.7           70.5        .  70.4 71. 

10:00 PM 70.3 70.3           70.3      '   .70.1 1 70 
11:00 PM 69.4 69.6          68.8       "•68:2. 69 
12:00 AM 

1:00 AM 
68.4" 
65.4 

67.1         .67.1  • •• •*•- 67.0: 

65.3           65.1            64.2 
L:: .   - .8? 

65 
2:00 AM 66.2 66 3           64.9'.    .- 66.2 ". 66 
3:00 AM 66.0 65 4          65.0:      •• 65.9 , 66 
4:00 AM 65.7 67.0           67.4           67.8' 67 
5:00 AM 68.8 69 9       .   71.1           71.4 !' 70 
6:00 AM 72.7 72.9           73.4           73.4 73 
7:00 AM 73.2 73 0           73.0           72.8; 73 
8:00 AM 72.9 72 8           72.8':    •;. 72.4 •' •          73 
9:00 AM 72.2 72.4        . 72.2    .      72.3. 721 

10:00 AM 71.9 72.1       .   72.3    .      71,.5 72: 
11:00 AM 71.8 71.8       -'72.0    • 72.1 72, 
12:00 PM: 72.2 72.0           72.0...         72.1. 72; 

1:00.PM: 72.2 721            72.1'v   j  12.2, 72 

nn 

24-HOUR NOISE MEASUREMENT 

UJ 
tn 
O 80 

70 < 

60 

en 

^:: Jlliili mi UJ  HI 66 o > 

111 IP - 
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2:00 ' 4:00    6:00    8:00    10:00   12:00   2:00 4:00 6:00     8:00    10:00   12:00              ! 

PM PM      PM      PM      PM      AM      AM AM AM      AM      AM       PM 

HOUR OF DAY 



MARYLAND STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN 

NOISE MEASUREMENT DATA SHEET 

EQUIPMENT:   METER (Serial No.) f6o& 

CALIBRATION: START    /OZ.d>       HRA 

WEATHER DATA/NOTES: TEMP.       7 O 

APPROX. WIND SPEED £, 

DIRECTION 

Pg- J_ of ^^ 

DATE:    Z/Zlh 1 

CALIBRATOR (Serial no.)  01807 

END    /&?-. 0   dBA 
t 

APPROX. REL. HUMIDinr       4o   % 

^1 

mph 

(may also be noted on site diagram below) 

ROUTE:    r zno      LOCATION;        7Cnl     Du>,.,U  0 r. 

COMMUNITY :     /w ItWAJz^    AJL* td2^>^ e^, START TIME-      I' 4- 3 

SITE DIAGRAM INTERVAL LENGTH :     ¥5 /M I H 

1-zno 
.- •>-~>--A—- '>'""•>• 

^-'- 

,4    /U 

TEST DURATION :       2.4-   K/ 

EVENTS LOG 

J. 

Time Event 

'\OCcc? 

TRAFFIC / OTHER NOTES :       J- T      c6?  .      -yw^^jL^' 



MARYLAND STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN 

NOISE MEASUREMENT DATA SHEET 

EQUIPMENT :   METER (SerialNo.)    ^ ^T 

CALIBRATION: START     lo^.Q      HFU 

WEATHER DATA/NOTES: TEMP.     IS 

APPROX. WIND SPEED   5- fp 

DIRECTION        5 —    6 " £ 

DATE:  Z/lxhl 

CALIBRATOR (Serial no.)  01807 

END     / 32. ,o dBA 

APPROX. REL. HUMIDITY     ^0 

# 

% 

mph 

(may also be noted on site diagram below) 

ROUTE:    t-*^       LOCATION:       Dun '<fk&   ^ .    /y & /&) 

COMMUNITY: 

SITE DIAGRAM 

START TIME:      '3  4o 

INTERVAL LENGTH :    S »"• 

TEST DURATION:   

EVENTS LOG 

Event 

Cor 

A l r p iein <t 

Air p \citi <t 

Air plain4 

c«. 
Car 

TRAFHC / OTHER NOTES :     ~7a^rf- 

V^P^ 



METROSONICS db-308 SN 1608 U2.3. 3/87 

CURRENT DATE"  3/28/97      - :   ''     ...-•" 
CURRENT TTME" 15»10!23 

TMJ2U £****•* 

CflLlBRflTED«   3/27/97  fcl  11 n 13«28 

OISPLflY RflNCE«  43.5dB TO 139.5dB 

DOUBLING- RflTEs  3 dB 

KILTERt A URHT. 

RESPONSE:  SLOW 

SCHEDULED RUN' OFF  '"••     '[   i):/:\: 

START DATE' 1/01/85 
START TIIIE' 0 = 00800 
LENGTHt     I.c00»00 

H>1 

• 

•UflE HISTORY REPORT *» 

lODE: CONTINUOUS 
KIOD LENGTH'i 0«05«00 
ME HISTORY CUTOFF' NONE 

Lnfl)'   10. OX     Lri(2)«   99..?* 

INTtt 
TAGtt 

START 
•TIME 

Lao 
ET 

Lrnax 
LI' 

Lp.k 
L2 

1 3/28/97 
7700 13«15»00 

2 3/28/97 
77 00 13«2 0'00 

? 3/28/97 
7700 13'25«00 

4 3/28/97 
7700 13«3P«00 

5 3/28/97 
7615 13s40«0l 

6 3/28/97 
7616 13 145 « 01. 

7 3/28/97 
7616 13«50i01 
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MARYLAND STATE HIGHWAY ADMIMSTRATIO.N 
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN 

NOISE MEASUREMENT DATA SHEET 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

David L. Winsteac 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

August 13, 1997 4 
Dr. R. L. Sollock 
7501 Glennon Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20817 

Dear Dr. Sollock: 

Thank you for you interest in our noise abatement program. I apologize for not sending you the 
results of the noise measurements earlier.   Attached please find a copy of the short term noise" 
measurements taken in your back yard and in the front yard of 7506 Glennon Drive taken on Mav 8. 199". 
I am also sending you a copy of the 24 hour noise measurement taken at 7504 Glennon Drive on' Mav 7. 
Unfortunately the batteries for that meter failed and we only received a partial reading (12:11 p.m. to' 
11:41 p.m.), as indicated by the measurements the noise levels range between 67 dBA and 74 dBA. 

The Maryland State Highway Administration's (SHA), noise abatement program has two elements 
referred to as Type I and Type II. With the Type I program, noise barriers, if warranted, are built in 
conjunction with new roadway construction or expansion of existing highways. When deciding where 
to build a barrier, we perform an environmental analysis during the highway planning processf to see 
whether future noise levels will equal or exceed an impact threshold and, if so, whether they can be 
reduced for a reasonable cost. The homes must predate the approval date of the highway improvements 
to be considered for this program. Currently, the accepted threshold level that must be met or exceeded 
is 66 decibels (dBA). 

The Type II (retrofit) program, involves the construction of noise barriers for communities 
along existing highways. For communities to qualify, they must pre-date the original highway.  One 
intent of this program is to provide a way to address areas of noise impact that may have resulted from 
highway construction that occurred before environmental analysis became a part of the highway 
development process. Analysis will determine if existing noise levels equal or exceed the impact 
threshold. If so, further evaluation is performed to see if an effective barrier can be built for a 
reasonable cost. 

There are a number of communities identified in Montgomery County that are affected by traffic 
noise. At this time, we are looking at all communities located along the 1-270 spurs and 1-495, with the 
intent to assess all of these areas in light of a new Noise Policy (implemented in December of 1996), 
including both those areas which pre-date the original highways, and those which do not. Until the SHA 
has completecFthe required analyses, we have been asked not to make any new approvals for funding of 
new noise barrier projects. We anticipate that all the analyses and review will be completed by the end of 
this summer, at which time we will notify you of the outcome. 

My telephone number is   •  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toil Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 . Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 7n7 Mnrth Paiwnr* o.,-^   . n,i>= ..—...—• o-mnn 



Dr. R. L. Sollock 
August 13, 1997 
Page 2 

qfi 

Again, thank you for your concern. If you have any questions, comments or concerns that I 
can be of assistance with, please do not hesitate to call me at (410) 545-8598. 

enclosure: Community Resource Guide 
Noise Measurement Chart 

Sincerely, 

Fred Eisen 
Project Manager 
Noise Abatement Team 

cc:       Noise Abatement Team 



Exhibit 1 

^-MUUR  NOISE MEASU 

*95 

REMENT STUDY Test date: 5/7/97 -Start 
-End 5/8/97 

Route: l-< 
Location: 7£ )04 Glennon Drive 

Sub-interval legth (min 
Number of sub-interval 

)- 
s/hour - 

15 

4 
Sub-interval Leq 

Interval 1 2 3 4 Hourly Leq 
12:11 PM 71.3 71.5 71.4 71.2 71.4 

1:11 PM 71.4 71.0 71.3 71.7 71.4 
2:11 PM 71.3 71.2 71.5 71.8 71.5 
3:11 PM 71.7 71.9 71.7 71.4 ; 71.7 
4:11 PM 71.8 71.5 71.6 71.1 71.5 
5:11 PM 71.5 71.1 70.9 71.4 71.2 
6:11 PM 71.5 70.9 70.6 70.9 71.0 
7:11 PM 71.1 70.6 70.7 70.8 70.8 
8:11 PM 70.2 69.7 69.4 69.5 69.7 
9:11 PM 69.6 69.8 69.6 69.1 69.5 

10:11 PM 69.2 68.7 68.7 69.0 68.9 
11:11 PM 69.0 68.4 68.0 67.2 68.2 
12:00 AM 0.0 

1:00 AM 0.0 
2:00 AM 0.0 
3:00 AM 0.0 
4:00 AM 0.0 
5:00 AM 0.0 
6:00 AM 0.0 
7:00 AM 0.0 
8:00 AM 0.0 
9:00 AM 0.0 

10:00 AM 0.0 
11:00 AM 0.0 

24-HOUR NOISE MEASUREMENT 
80 0 - 

UJ 
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EXHIBIT 2 

COMMUNITY NOISE MEASUREMENT SUMMARY 

Test date: 

i|tf 
5/7/97 
5/8/97 

•Start 
•End 

Comments: 

Route: 1-495 
Location: Glennon Drive 

These measurements were conducted simultaneously with a 24-hour noise 
measurement conducted in the back yard of #7504 Glennon Drive. 

Address    Measurement 
Date 

7501 
7501 
7506 

5/7/97 

5/8/97 

Interval 

Sub-interval length (min.) - 
Number of sub-intervals/hour 

15 

Sub-interval Leq 
1 2 3 

12:38 PM 73.9 73.9 73.7 
12:25 PM 73.4 73.1 ' 74.0 
12:27 PM 59.7 59.3 60.8 

Hourly 
Leq 

73.8 
73.5 
60.0 

Explanatory Note: 

The data shown above has been analyzed in conjuction with data from the 24-hour noise 
measurement test shown in Exhibit 1. The analysis goal was to determine the 
day-to-day variability of the existing noise levels within the surrounding community. 

Page 1 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

August 13, 1997 

Dr. R. L. Sollock 
7501 Glennon Drive 
Bethesda,MD 20817 

i1 

Dear Dr. Sollock: 

Thank you for you interest in our noise abatement program. I apologize for not sending you the 
results of the noise measurements earlier.   Attached please find a copy of the short term noise 
measurements taken in your yard and in the front yard of 7506 Glennon Drive taken on May 8, 1997. I 
am also sending you a copy of the 24 hour noise measurement taken at 7504 Glennon Drive on May 7. 
Unfortunately the batteries for that meter failed and we only received a partial reading (12:11 p.m. to 
11:41 p.m.) as indicated by the measurements the noise levels range between 67 dBA and 74 dBA. 

The Maryland State Highway Administration's (SHA), noise abatement program has two elements 
referred to as Type I and Type II. With the Type I program, noise barriers, if warranted, are built in 
conjunction with new roadway construction or expansion of existing highways. When deciding where 
to build a barrier, we perform an environmental analysis during the highway planning process, to see 
whether future noise levels will equal or exceed an impact threshold and, if so, whether they can be 
reduced for a reasonable cost. The homes must predate the approval date of the highway improvements 
to be considered for this program. Currently, the accepted threshold level that must be met or exceeded 
is 66 decibels (dBA). 

The Type II (retrofit) program, involves the construction of noise barriers for communities 
along existing highways.  For communities to qualify, they must pre-date the original highway.  One 
intent of this program is to provide a way to address areas of noise impact that may have resulted from 
highway construction that occurred before environmental analysis became a part of the highway 
development process. Analysis will determine if existing noise levels equal or exceed the impact 
threshold. If so, further evaluation is performed to see if an effective barrier can be built for a 
reasonable cost. 

There are a number of communities identified in Montgomery County that are affected by traffic 
noise. At this time , we are looking at all communities located along the 1-270 spurs and 1-495, with the 
intent to assess all of these areas in light of a new Noise Policy (implemented in December of 1996), 
including both those areas which pre-date the original highways, and those which do not. Until the SHA 
has completed'the required analyses, we have been asked not to make any new approvals for funding of 
new noise barrier projects. We anticipate that all the analyses and review will be completed by the end of 
this summer, at which time we will notify you of the outcome. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Dr. R. L. Sollock 
Page 3 

Again, thank you for your concern. If you have any questions, comments or concerns that I can be of 
assistance with, please do not hesitate to call me at (410) 545-8598. 

Sincerely, 

enclosure: Community Resource Guide 
Noise Measurement Charts 

Fred Eisen 
Project Manager 
Noise Abatement Team 



Exhibit 1 

24-HOUR NOISE MEASUREMENT STUDY 

Route: I-495 
Location: 7504 Glennon Drive 

Test date: 5/7/97 
5/8/97 

-Start 
-End 

^10 

Sub-interval legth (min.) - 
Number of sub-intervals/hour - 

15 
4 

Interval 
Sub-interval Leq 

1               2 3               4                   Hourly Leq 
12:11 PM 

1:11 PM 
2:11 PM 
3:11 PM 
4:11 PM 
5:11 PM 
6:11 PM 
7:11 PM 
8:11 PM 
9:11 PM 

10:11 PM 
11:11 PM 
12:00 AM 

1:00 AM 
2:00 AM 
3:00 AM 
4:00 AM 
5.00 AM 
6:00 AM 
7:00 AM 
8:00 AM 
9:00 AM 

10:00 AM 
11:00 AM 

71.3 
71.4 
71.3 
71.7 
71.8 
71.5 
71.5 
71.1 
70.2 
69.6 
69.2 
69.0 

71.5 
71.0 
71.2 
71.9 
71.5 
71.1 
70.9 
70.6 
69.7 
69.8 
68.7 
68.4 

71.4 
71.3 

• 71.5 
71.7 
71.6 
70.9 
70.6 
70.7 
69.4 
69.6 
68.7 
68.0 

71.2 
71.7 
71.8 
71.4 
71.1 
71.4 
70.9 
70.8 
69.5 
69.1 
69.0 
67.2 

71.4. 
71.4 
71.5 
71.7 
71.5 
71.2 
71.0 
70.8 
69.7 
69.5 
68.9 
68.2 

0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
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f EXHIBIT 2 

COMMUNITY NOISE MEASUREMENT SUMMARY 

Test date: 

Hi I 
5/7/97 
5/8/97 

•Start 

-End 

Route: 1-495 
Location: Glennon Drive 

Comments:       These measurements were conducted simultaneously with a 24-hour noise 
measurement conducted in the back yard of #7504 Glennon Drive. 

Sub-interval length (min.) - 
'Number of sub-intervals/hour - 

15 
3 

Address Measurement 
Date Interval 

Sub-interval Leq 
12            3                   4 

Hourly 
Leq 

7501 
7501 
7506 

5/7/97 

5/8/97 

12:38 PM 73.9 73.9 73.7 
12:25 PM 73.4 73.1 74.0 
12:27 PM 59.7 59.3 60.8 

73.8 
73.5 
60.0 

Explanatory Note: 

The data shown above has been analyzed in conjuction with data from the 24-hour noise 
measurement test shown in Exhibit 1. The analysis goal was to determine the 
day-to-day variability of the existing noise levels within the surrounding community. 

# 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

October 17,1997 

Ms. Patricia Sollock 
7501 Glennon Drive 
Bethesda,MD 20817 

Dear Ms. Sollock: 

It was a pleasure to speak with you recently regarding the noise level studies conducted for your 
community along 1-495. As you requested, I have enclosed copies of the results of the noise level testing for 
Dwight Drive and Cindy Lane adjacent to your area. I've also included a copy of a previous letter with attachments 
related to noise testing done along Glennon Drive. 

Regarding the studies for Dwight Drive, and Cindy Lane, Exhibit 1 shows a compilation of the continuous 
15-minute noise level values collected during our test, and a composite hourly average noise level (labeled "Hourly 
Leq"). The shaded values are those at 66 decibels (dBA) or above. A graphical depiction of the same data is shown 
at the bottom of Exhibit 1, and includes a comparison with the impact threshold level of 66 dBA. In addition, I've 
included our field data sheets for each of the three additional "short-term" noise level tests (location diagram, time, 
etc.), and the actual printouts of the noise level data for each test. On the printouts, I've highlighted the average 
(Leq) noise level related to each attached datasheet. Finally, I've included a three page information package of 
explanatory notes that more fully explains all the data shown on the data printouts. 

Thank you for your interest, 
contact me at (410) 545-8601. 

If you have any questions on the enclosed information, please feel free to 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth D. Polcak 
Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 

Enclosures 
cc: Noise Abatement Team 

t My telephone number is ? —  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

September 25, 1997 

Mr. John J. Spano 
Maplewood Park Place 
9707 Old Georgetown Road 
BethesdaMD 20814 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

«|13 

Dear Mr. Spano: 

I am responding to your recent letter to Mr. Tom Ogle of the Montgomery County Department of 
Environmental Protection regarding noise abatement issues along the south side of 1-495, east of Old Georgetown 
Road. Let me share with you what we know about this area. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) is evaluating a number of communities in the Montgomery 
County area to determine whether they may be eligible for sound barriers. The first major criterion is that the 
residences must have been constructed at the time of, or prior to, the original construction of the subject highway. 
Our records indicate that the Maplewood Park community was built after 1986, well after the Beltway was 
completed in 1964. Thus, the Maplewood Park area would not be eligible for SHA funded noise barriers. I have 
enclosed a copy of SHA's Sound Barrier Community Resource Guide which explains our policy regarding noise 
barriers in greater detail. 

Regarding the issue of sound reflections from the newly completed noise barrier opposite the community, 
research conducted by the Federal Highway Administration has shown that reflections under such circumstances 
have an imperceptible effect on the overall noise level (in general, no more than approximately 1 decibel (dBA)). 
The reason for this is that, as the sound waves travel to the barrier, their intensity diminishes. Then, upon 
reflection, additional intensity is lost, and still more intensity is lost as the reflected sound waves travel farther yet 
back across the highway. Once these waves reach the homes, their intensity, relative to the sound waves 
generated directly from the traffic, is insignificant and does not add perceptibly to the overall sound level. The 
average person can just begin to perceive a change in sound level of about 3 dBA. 

I appreciate your inquiry, and regret that we could not offer a more positive response. Should you have 
any further questions on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Ken Polcak of our Noise Abatement 
Team, who may be reached at (410) 545-8601. 

B. Adamd 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

enclosure 
cc: Mr. Thomas S. Ogle, Noise Program Director, Montgomery County Department of Environmental 

Protection 
Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Ken Polcak, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street '•'• Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. John J. Spano 
September 25, 1997 
Page Two 

bcc:     /Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
j   Administration 

J Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Drafted by: Ken Polcak, OED/LAD/NAT - September 23, 1997 ~ 

A:\SPAN0997.CBA     09/23/97 2:46 PM 
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NOISE INQUIRY CHECKLIST 

DATE   WfiC'  A. 1 ^Cf FILE? Y/N  

CUSTOMER ID. # \ \ (j y      RECEIVED BY ^J^ d^AA)Jk_ 

NAME ^AM£>3        ^peARMANJ      
ADDRESS ; I 1  6 0^1 ftu &KI i SJ&    "Jfctt       CZT 

(include  zip code) 

DAY  TELEPHONE f!)£  \   ~     ?)&£)- ^[~~pfy?WORK   /   HOME) 

OTHER  TELEPHONE 

*** INQUIRY INFORMATION.SUMMARY *** 

HIGHWAY NAME / ROUTE NO.     'I^lt? ^\ A 

COMMUNITY / AREA NAMEj  

LOCATION ALONG HIGHWAY 

SUMMARY OF INQUIRY   fe^rffi^g^-f    Vr>p- KiaA^Ogg 
Mfrfr-rTfb    AMD     Klbl^^      fe^P-P-lgt^ 

*** FOLLOW-UP *** 

DATE' BY 

foU    k^ohiALcyh   1/|>VM  ^   ^UA.   ta,/( i/>,J(^%?.''~1*<,/sLj'   fii^yrf/qo 

***   REFERENCE FILES *** 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

tffl 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John 0. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

October 6, 1997 

Mr. Joseph M. Spina 
Burning Tree Estates Noise Barrier Task Force 
7706 Cindy Lane 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Mr. Spina: 

Thank you for your recent letter with your neighbor's concurring signatures regarding 
noise abatement along 1-495. I share your concern over the impact of highway noise on the 
residents of the Burning Tree Estates community in Montgomery County. 

Your community was not eligible for a barrier as defined in our prior noise policy. 
That policy has been revised, and the State Highway Administration (SHA) is evaluating a 
number of communities to determine whether they are now eligible for sound barriers.  We 
anticipate this work will be completed this Fall, and an SHA representative will contact you 
once the results are available. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need any additional information, please do 
not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Adams, Director, Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely,' 

^LlOusfei 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number Is 410-865-1000 
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 <s> 
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Mr. Joseph M. Spina ' 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design 
State Highway Administration 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 
Highway Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
Mr. , District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll. , OED/LAD/NAT - September 26, 1997 - Serial #9249 
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Burning Tree Estates Noise Barrier Task Force 
Executive Board 

September 22, 1997 VIA MESSENGER 

^r• RECEI 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 8755 
BWI Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 SfeP  23   1^ 

Re:        Noise Barriers 1-495 Bradley Blvd to River Rd > ^-n^'l 
SECRETARY 

Dear Mr. Winstead: DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

On behalf of my neighbors, whose homes align the outer loop of 1-495 between Bradley Blvd and River 
Road allow me to express our increasing concern with highway noise and to share with you our interest in 
recent developments with respect to modifications to and the application of the revised State Highway 
Administration's Noise Policy dated December 9, 1996. 

It is our understanding that this new policy will provide for a more flexible approach to evaluation, 
.approval and construction of barriers in an effort to mitigate the noise from adjacent highways. We have 
watched with great interest as a major noise barrier construction program has been recently completed in 
the vicinity of Old Georgetown Road as well as the Silver Spring area. 

Bradley Blvd to River Road along the outer loop is our specific concern. We therefore request a written 
briefing from your department which reflects the status and schedule for the continuation of the noise 
barrier program to the area referenced. 

You have obviously recognized the impact of highway noise on the quality of our lives. Your 
communication with the County Executive's Office late last year reflects that position. It is also our 
understanding that presentations on the subject are continuing with our elected representatives. We 
applaud your proactive position accordingly and will follow this matter rather closely. 

Our efforts to obtain noise barriers ten years ago unfortunately were not conducted in as favorable a 
climate. We are now hopeful that the State will address the impact of noise on our lives with the same 
passion it has in addressing air and water quality issues. I am confident that you are thoroughly familiar 
with our area and will recall the circumstances surrounding the evaluation and resultant failure by the 
State some years ago to equitably mitigate the problem of highway noise and impact on our homes. 

Looking forward the Maryland State Highway Administration, in conjunction with Montgomery County, 
has an opportunity to correct this inequitable situation and provide us with the same quality of life and use 
of our properties our surrounding neighbors have enjoyed. It is our position that any current noise barrier 
program in the planning and appropriation phase consider Bradley to River a priority. We need not 
remind you of the fact that as the 1-495 corridor has been continually upgraded, the number of traffic lanes 
has doubled and volume flowing through our community has increased dramatically. This has resulted in 
an overwhelming increase in noise from cars and trucks traveling at higher speeds. 

t 
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We would therefore respectfully request that you review this matter and advise us of your current efforts 
accordingly. We have an obligation to report back to our community and would look forward to your 
prompt response within seven days of the date of this letter. 

We thank you in advance for your efforts on our behalf. 

Sincerely, 
Burning Tree Estates Noise Barrier Task Force 

itiv^Bbard 

Jos yph M. Spina 
7706 Cindy Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20817 

Dr. & Mrs. R. Sollock 
7501 Glennon Drive 
Bethesda, Maryland 

Mr. John Brown 
7701 Groton Rd. 
Bethesda, Maryland 

Mr. & Mrs. Karl Bennett 
7502 Glennon Drive 
Bethesda, Maryland 

Mr. J. Albin Yokie 
7617 Dwight Drive 
Bethesda, Maryland 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Beauregard 
7609 Carteret Road 
Bethesda, Maryland 

Ms. Mary Aidis 
7605 Carteret Road 
Bethesda, Maryland 

Mr. Joe Shannon 
9005 Quintana Drive 
Bethesda, Maryland 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Jacobson 
7505 Shadywood Road 
Bethesda, Maryland 

Mr. Charlie Wyman 
7513 Shadywood Road 
Bethesda, Maryland 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mr. Thomas S. Spisz 
9217 W.Stayman Drive 
Ellicott City, MD 21042-1835 

Dear Mr. Spisz: 

Thank you for your letter of November 18, concerning noise from 1-70 affecting 
the Orchards community in Howard County. Our database indicates that this is the first 
inquiry concerning noise from your community. Due to not having any inquiries we have 
not performed any noise measurements to determine how much of the community is 
effected by highway noise. We are currently scheduling a consultant to perform noise 
measurements. Weather permitting we should be able to complete these measurements 
by the end of this year. In order to take accurate noise measurements the wind needs to 
be less than 15 m.p.h. and there can not be any precipitation. Once we have determined 
which properties best represent the community we will notify the owner of our intent to 

take the noise measurements. 

I hope this letter addresses some of you concerns. We will supply you with the 
results of the noise measurements once they are complete. Should you have any 
questions or concerns please do not hesitate to call me at (410) 545-8598. 

Sincerely, , 

James D. Hade 
Team Leader 
Noise Abatement Team 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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y^^f The Secretary's Office *\v David L Wlnstead 

Maryland Department of Transportation .flO/ 
Parrls N. Glendening 
Governor 

Secretary 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

December 18, 1997 

Mr. William Spodak 
Ms. Linda Spodak 
7206 Longwood Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Mr. and Ms. Spodak: 

Thank you for your recent letters to Governor Glendening and me requesting funding 
for sound barriers on 1-495, East of the 1-270 Spur in the vicinity of Bradley Boulevard.  The 
Governor asked me to respond on his behalf. 

As you note, the Longwood community is eligible for a sound barrier under the State 
Highway Administration's (SHA) revised Noise Policy. Funding decisions for highway 
improvements, including sound barriers, are; made annually and are presented in the 
Department's Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP). This document includes planned 
improvements over a six year period and is finalized each January.  The CTP for 1998-2003 
is in the final stage of preparation, and we have noted your request for the construction of a 
sound barrier for Longwood. The needs of this community, together with our overall 
transportation needs and the availability of funds, will be considered as funding decisions for 
the final CTP are made. 

You are correct that Montgomery County will bear 20 percent of the project cost once 
the State has approved its share of the funding.  An agreement with the County will outline 
the details of the project and the cost. 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.   If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 
toll-free in Maryland, at 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State 
Highway Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number I* (41 (tt-        o65-l000 
Toll Free Number 1-688-713-11414 TTY For the Deaf: (410) 855-1342 

Pott Office Box 8755, Baltlmore/Washlttgton International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
4tPk 



Ms. Linda and Mr. William Spodak 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design 

SHA l, Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - December 8, 1997 
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7206 Longwood Drive 
Bethesda.MD 20317 
December 2,19S7 

RECEIVED 
Governor Parris N. Glendening DEC 4    WW 
State House 
100 State Circle • ^M«nie nccirc 
Annapolis, MD 21401 GOVERNOR'S OPFlCfc 

subject: Noise Barriers from Bradley Blvd to Femwood, inner locp of the beltway, • 
•ie*-dieWcL 

Dear Governor Glendening: 

We are delighted that the area of the belfway indicated above is finally eligibl© for 
the installation of noise barriers. We cannot express to youthe misery causedby 
living with the excessive noise that comes from beftway traffic in this area, m are 
unable to enjoy our backyard and the noise penetrates into our house (buHt m the 
fifties). It is especially maddening when you are trying to fail asteep. Although we 

• hate to drive in snow, we often long for snow so that the noise from the beltway 
will, at least briefly, abate. 

We respectfully request that you include within the Maryland Department of 
TransDortation's 1998 Capital Improvement Budget funds for budding noise 
barriars in the subject area, We have been told that the cost for noise bamere in 
the eliflible area would be under $1.5 million. Additionally, we understand that 
Komery County will provide the required 20% commitment, when notified of 
the State's funding commitment 

If there was any one thing that you could do to irnprove the quality of life erf 
residents in this community, it would be to erect noise bamers. We fervently hope 
that needed funds will be Included with your 1998 budget. 

Sincerely yours, 

\0^/^-^ 
Linda and wniism Spodak 
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/,  •"* 7206 Longwood Drive i\ii^> 
ffj^hj Bethesda, MD,20817 

Ploae© Pwpaefieasfiafla^ fioowtsry^f606"1^2,1997 

The Honorable David L Winstead DEC   3 (997 
Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation CjfOf 
707 North Calvert Street SMRETARY oen^titefo: 
Baltimore, MD 21202 .OE TRANSPORTATION 

Subject Noise Barriers from Bradley Blvd to Fernwood, inner loop of the beltway, 
le^dfetrict 

Dear Secretary Winstead: 

We are delighted that the area of the beltway indicated above is finally eligible for 
the installation of noise barriers. We cannot express to you the misery caused by 
living with the excessive noise that comes from beltway traffic in this area. We are 
unable to enjoy our backyard and the noise penetrates into our house (built in the 
fifties). It is especially maddening when you are trying to fall asleep. Although we 
hate to drive in snow, we often long for snow so that the noise from the beltway 
will, at least briefly, abate. 

We respectfully request that you include within the Maryland Department of ^ 
Transportation's 1998 Capital Improvement Budget funds for building noise 
barriers in the subject area. We have been told that the cost for noise barriers in 
the eligible area would be under $1.5 million. Additionally, we understand that 
Montgomery County will provide the required 20% commitment, when notified of 
the Slate's funding commitment 

If there was any one thing that you could do to improve the quality of life of 
residents in this community, it would be to erect noise barriers. We ferventty hope 
that needed funds will be included with your 1998 budget. 

Sincerely yours. 

• 
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December 8, 1997 

Ms. Linda and Mr. William Spodak 
7206 Longwood Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Ms. Linda and Mr. William Spodak 

Thank you for your recent letter requesting funding for sound barriers on 1-495, East 
of the 1-270 Spur in the vicinity of the Bradley Boulevard community. I share your concern 
over the impact of highway noise on the quality of life you enjoy. 

Longwood community does indeed meet the State's eligibility criteria for sound 
barriers   A review of the current transportation budget proposal, however, indicates 
additional barrier projects cannot be considered for funding in Fiscal Year 1998. Future 
budget reviews will determine when funding might become available. 

The County's commitment is a very important factor in our budget process and a 
written agreement must be executed in advance of a project commitment. We are pleased that 
Montgomery County has committed to their share , however,a final... (?) This work will be 
done when state funding is authorized for this project. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any other questions on this matter, please 

do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's V•?•**•••       DeSlgn 

who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or toll free, in Maryland 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 



Ms. Linda and Mr. William Spodak 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 

SHA 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- December 8, 1997 
SERIAL:       #9801 
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December 8, 1997 

Mrs. and Mr. Linda and William Spodak 
7206 Longwood Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Mrs. and Mr. Spodak: 

Thank you for your recent letter requesting funding for sound barriers on 1-495, East 
of the 1-270 Spur in the vicinity of the Bradley Boulevard community. I share your concern 
over the impact of highway noise on the quality of life you enjoy. 

I am happy to confirm that the Longwood community does indeed meet the State's 
eligibility criteria for sound barriers. A review of the current transportation budget proposal, 
however, indicates additional barrier projects have not been funded in Fiscal Year 1998. 
Future budget reviews will determine when funding might become available. 

• The County's commitment will be very important factor in our budget process and a 
written agreement must be executed in advance of a project commitment. We have not 
approached Montgomery County because we have not committed funding to any new projects 
at this time. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any other questions on this matter, please 
do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design 
who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or Toll free, in Maryland 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 



Mrs. and Mr. Linda and William Spodak 
Page Two 

J»I 

t 
bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 

SHA 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, SHA * 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- December 8, 1997 
SERIAL:       #9801 
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December 8, 1997 

Mrs. and Mr. Linda and William Spodak 
7206 Longwood Drive 
Bethesda MD 20817 

Dear Mrs. and Mr, Spodak: 

Thank you for your recent letter requesting funding for sound barriers on 1-495, East 
of the 1-270 Spur in the vicinity of the Bradley Boulevard community. I share your concern 
over the impact of highway noise on the quality of life you enjoy. 

I am happy to confirm that the Longwood community does indeed meet the State's 
eligibility criteria for sound barriers. A review of the current transportation budget proposal, 
however, indicates additional barrier projects have not been funded in Fiscal Year 1998. 
Future budget reviews will determine when funding might become available. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any other questions on this matter, please 
do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design 
who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or Toll free, in Maryland 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 



Mrs. and Mr. Linda and William Spodak 
Page Two 
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bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 

SHA 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- December 8, 1997 
SERIAL:       #9801 
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December 8, 1997 

Mrs. and Mr. Linda and William Spodak 
7206 Longwood Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Mrs. and Mr. Spodak: 

Thank you for your recent letter requesting funding for sound barriers on 1-495, East 
of the 1-270 Spur in the vicinity of the Bradley Boulevard community. I share your concern 
over the impact of highway noise on the quality of life you enjoy. 

I am happy to confirm that the Bradley Boulevard community does indeed meet the 
State's eligibility criteria for sound barriers. A review of the current transportation budget 
proposal, however, indicates additional barrier projects cannot be considered for funding in 
Fiscal Year 1998. Future budget review will determine when funding might become available. 
You may be assured when the project proceeds, those residences qualifying for a sound barrier 
will receive optimum protection. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any other questions on this matter, please 
do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design who 
may be reached at 410-545-8640 or Toll free, in Maryland 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 
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Mrs. and Mr. Linda and William Spodak 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 

SHA 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - December 8, 1997 
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7206 Longwood Drive 
Bethesda, Mb 20817 

.- ^    .December 2,1997 
Plsaae Propar© BeaHOase SfW fieoaotary » 
Signature '   ' ; •'"'"'. C 

The Honorable David LWinstead 
Secretaiy, Maryland Department of Transportation 
707 North Calwert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

4luao3'sxaA1# z/   A 

I-HW 

DEC   3 887 

SECHETARV 
QE TRANSPORTATION 

Subject Noise Barriers from Bradley BM » Femwood. inner loop of the Mw. 
le^distrid. 

Dear Secretary Wlnstead: ^ 

win, at ieastbriefly, abate. 

We resoectfiJlly request that you include wKhin the Maiyland ?epaTtrne"J^ 

the State's funding commitment | 
ai 

Sat needed funds will be included with your 1998 budget 
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H^ 
- MARYLAND DEPARTHEMT OF TRANSPORTATION 

THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE 
REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF CORRESPONDENCE 

TO:   WILLIAMS 

FROM:  SPODAK, LINDA 

LOG DATE: 12/03/97 /cdj  SEEtEAL#:  9801 

DATE: 12/04/97 

12/02/97 

RE: PLEASE INCLUDE OUR AREA IN YOUR 1998 CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT BUDGET FUND FOR THE NOISE BARRIERS. 

RESPOND BY: 12/09/97 

[X]  PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SBCRETARTS SIGNATURE     "^ jj 
[ ]  PREPARE "RESPONSE FOR . SECKETAR*' S SIGNATURE ON BEHALF^ • OF 

GOVERNOR (NotA Governor as cc) ;.' 
[ ]  REPLY DIRECTLY/ ACKNOWLEDGING SECRETARY'S RECEIPT/ $HOW 

CC TO SECRETARY .        ; 
[ ]  PREPARE RESPONSE FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 
[ ]  PLEASE HANDLE AS APPROPRIATE 1} 

—. ^— .',- •-   '  .   ;, • 

FOR USE BY RESPONSIBLB UNIT . 

CJinfdjLJL(MfmL& _     DATE:lc9^^7    DATC: 1&> 
TOBEXETUBNED-TO AXSMDnSlXATOR'S OFHCE BY:     /cvf^H/        ii 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: li 

FOR USE BY ASSIGNED AREA 
.$ 

RESPONSE PREPARED BY: • V 
(Name./ Telephone / Date) 

TYPEDBY: 

••x> 

PROOFREAD BY: •>*. 

•if 
F'l 

h 

RECOIL OF INTERIM TELEPHONE RESPONSE 
: ' ' ' , -It 

• ' . ''' 

(You can buy yourself some additional time in preparing a written reply by telephoning the 
constituent, explaining what's happening, and Indira ring when he/she may expect a formal 
reply. Please fill this portion and mail back the yellow sheet to obtain an extension on your 
reply deadline.) "| 

Naine of Person Called: 
Written follow-up will be 

D-TSO-002 
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^   Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office U 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Thomas L. Osborne 
Deputy Secretary 

February 19, 1997 

Mr. Peter N. Stamos 
932 Oakmoor Drive 
Baltimore MD 21227 \ >  ' 

Dear Mr. Stamos: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening regarding a noise barrier for 
the Riverchase community. The Governor has received your letter and has asked me to 
respond to you on his behalf. 

The State Highway project on 1-95 in the Arbutus area is classified as a Type H, or 
retrofit, noise barrier.  Barriers of this type protect communities that were built before the 
original highway was constructed.  The Riverchase community was not included in the larger 
project because the homes were built after 1-95. While I understand your desire for a noise 
barrier, we are unable to consider barriers for communities in this situation unless 
improvements are planned to the highway. In the case of 1-95, no expansion in planned. 

Mr. Charles Adams of the State Highway Administration attended a recent Riverchase 
community meeting.  He informs me there was discussion about the community's pursuing 
alternative funding to extend the Arbutus barrier, including the possibility the community 
might fund a portion of the barrier itself. Mr. Adams will be pleased to provide technical 
assistance as the community works on alternative funding. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  I am sorry we are unable to provide a positive 
response to your request.    If you have any questions or would like to discuss this matter 
further, please feel free to call Mr. Adams at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

QHJLJASJ^ 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (410)- 865-1000  
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 665-1342 

Post Office Box 6755, Baltimore-Washington Internationai Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



Mr. Peter N. Stamos 
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bcc:    Mr. Jim Hade, Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

* $ 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

July 21, 1997 

Mrs. Stewart 
2518 Forest Glen Road 
Silver Spring MD 20910 

Dear Mrs. Stewart: 

This letter is a follow up to your telephone call of July 10 about a sound barrier for 
the Forest Glen community adjacent to 1-495, the Capital Beltway. As I indicated, the 
State Highway Administration is evaluating your community, together with numerous 
others, to determine whether it meets our criteria for a sound barrier. I know that you are 
interested in knowing whether a barrier will be approved, so that you may sell your home. 
I anticipate that our evaluations will be completed by the end of this summer. Until this 
work is complete, I will not know whether the Forest Glen community will qualify for a 
barrier. 

I am sorry that I cannot give you any more definitive information at this time. We 
will contact you when our work has been completed. In the meantime, if you have any 
questions, please give me a call at (410) 545-8640. 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

9 My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mrs. Stewart 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Leslie Frelow 
fMOamesiladD 
Mr. Charlie Watkins 
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IPafelRoad 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

October 30,1997 

The Honorable Michael Busch ' 
151 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Blvd. ^ • 
Annapolis. Maryland 21401 .! 

Dear Delegate Busch: { 

After our meeting with the State Highway, Administration, Senator Astle, Delegate 
Bissett, Delegate Clagett, Mr. Canelli and yojirself on October 1,1997, to discuss noise 
walls along Rt. 50 between the Severn River Bridge and the Ridgely Avenue exit, you 
suggested that any past documentation regarding this request be forwarded to your o|fice. 
Enclosed you will find many pieces of correspondence dating back to 1978. The     .? 
following attempts to summarize the history of our request in order to show that it is now 
almost 20 years old. Since we now meet all the criteria established by the SHA, 
according to their most recent analysis done by Wilson T. Ballard in April 1997, we ask 
that we not be made to wait any longer. We feel that the requirement of the SHA for 
every county in Maryland to adopt an ordinance to curtail future developments along 
state roads is valid with regard to building noise walls for those developments; but jtis 
irrelevant to our community which dates to the early to mid \900'& - before the original 
Rt50. 

When the expansion of Route 50/301 was first initiated in May 1974, public meetings 
were held to receive input from community associations, as well as individuals. At f. 
meeting on July 26,1978, the Riverview Manor Communily Association stated that *; 
"Noise impacts were also a subject of concern and noise barriers were requested." (Y-4) 
in November 1979 the draft of the Project Planning Recommendation Report for U.S. 
Route 50/301MD Rt. 70 to the William Preston Lane Memorial Bridge stated, "Based on 
predicted 1995 traffic volumes, residential and commercial areas within 500 feet of U.S. 
Routes 50/301 could be adversely affected by noise. Wall-type barriers would provide 
effective and feasible noise abatement. Noil e banieis would be included for the Bufld 
Alternatives generally from Maryland Routo 70 to Maryland Route 2..." (p.9) The cost of 
the barriers in 1978 $ would be $1.1 million *, 

The Final Environmental Statement (Contract No. 572-000-570) prepared by the MA 
and the SHA and signed by Hal Kassoff (2/24/81) and Vincent Ciletti (4/20/81) stated 
"The Selected Action is consistent with Regiohal, County, and City transportation s 
studies. A major benefit to the adjacent communities would be the construction of noise 
barriers in selected locations to reduce noiseilevels from those expected with the No- 

V 
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Build This will be a significant benefit between Maryland Route 70 and Maryland 
Route 2, where residential communities are adjacent to the existing roadways." p- 
3) This report includes bairiers for^ur cqminiunity (see map Figure IV-4 for drawing of 
barriers) at that time costing $475,000 providtiig protection for approximately 75 houses. 
(IV-40) That would have been approximately, $6,300 per impacted house. The same 
report sites building walls for protection for alpproximately 20 homes in Winchester for 
$353,000 or $17,650 per home. (IV-41) It would havecost less per house to build barriers 
along Riverview/Acom, but Winchester has the noise walls! ^     • 

In spring 1987, during the expansion of Rt 50 between Maryland Route 70 and the 
Severn River Bridge, letters were generated by Mr Doug Collison of the Riverview ,' 
Manor Community Association to the SHA, as well as elected officials, reminding them 
of the inclusion of noise walls in the expansion of Rt 50 and the "Reach the Beach" J; 
program. In April 1987 .when it was discovered that the walls were eliminated for oi| 
area, a petition was sent to request a re-evaluation. Mr. Astle and Mr. Winegrad's   | 
assistance were requested. A Noise Impaet ^analysis was done (Contract No. AA |15- 
201-572) which showed that our area excee^dFHWA Noise Abatement Criteria and 
that "a barrier beginning just east of the antique shop approximately l,650l long and '/' 
extending towards the Severn River Bridge appears to be feasible-Twenty (20) •    || 
residences (along Riverview Avenue) could benefit and cost-per-residence criteria is! 
met." (Appendix A) The area north of Rt 50 (Acom Dr.) exceeded the $40,000 cost per 
house - the cost came to $40,860 to $48,816 per house depending on the type of banier. 
The conclusion of the report was, "Two areas (B-2 and C-l - ours) may qualify under, the 
SHA Type n (retrofit) Noise Abatement Program." (Appendix B) 

However, at a meeting on November 18,1987, with the community and Mr. Adams 
and Mr. Polcak, it was stated that the construction of walls met all the criteria, except the 
cost criteria and alternatives could be consid^sd. If one side qualified, as in the      | 
Winchester situation, why wasnt the same alternative selected as was selected for   fi 
Winchester - walls for both sides? In December 1987, Mr. Collision did some refiguring 
of different aspects of the report and passed tkem aloig to Mr. Adams for his H 
consideration. Senator Winegrad arranged afneeting for March 24,1988, between % 
SHA and the communities in this area "to resolve the important issue of noise along!|his 
corridor." As a result of that meeting "new nfrise impact analysis are to be made^based 
on readings to be obtained at locations suggested by residents,^ ahtT^KTy office isto'J; 
ascertain the possibility of (a) tax relief because of potential depreciation of real estate 
value due to excessive noise pollution..." (April 5,1988 - Senator Winegrad) 

On May 11,1988, Mr. Adams forwarded a copy of a report done on April 18,1988, fy 
Kidde Consultants, Inc. Their findings were" noise impacts do exist and will continue 
with the construction of 1-68. This area therefore can potentially qualify for abatement 
consideration under the Type n noise abatement program." This study showed a total of 
seventy-two (72) homes that would benefit from noise wall protection, but the "costper 
residence for the North Wall would be $63,400 and $64,376 for the South wall."     :!; 

''''•••' 1 • b 
With the removal of earth to construct the interchange at RoweBlvd. for 1-68, th^ 

community requested the dirt be used to buil<i an earth berm (July 28,1988 -Doug & 
If: j|: 

#\ 
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Collison) and eventually it was constructed with encouragement by Maureen Lamb, f 
Couneilwoman, District 6. (October 19,1988) According to Mr Adams, this berm l> 
provided protection for five (5) homes. (September 13,1989 - SHA, Mr. Adams)     |: 

At Mr. Collison's request, more tests and studies were done, and according to Mr > 
Adams (May 5,1989), "the results indicate no significant differences from our previous 
studies" i 

On May 22,1995, Mr. Rick Baity, Mr. Paul Speyser, Ms. Mary Ann Loftus, Mrs. ^ 
Nancy Westergard, Mrs. Kerry Bayliae and Mri Richard Morin met with Senator Astle 
and Mr. Adams again to make a request for noise walls. | 

••:*;; f'     • 
Responding to an article in "Tlie Capital" * April 24,1995, which stated that      p 

Winchester would receive noise walls in the ismnmer of 1996 after "la 1993, Ms. Peastee 
and others from her neighborhood extracted;! promise from the SHA to build the walls.", 
Mr. Rick Baity made a request to Mr. Adamlf for yet another re»evahiation of our ar|a. 
Mr. Adams responded (November 20,1995) iy saying that, "It-would exceed our  Ji 
maximum of $40,000 per residence. Given ^fijs information, we could not considerjthe 
area for Type II noise baniers." Mr. Baity reiiuested more information (February 2i£ 
1996) and pondered with regard to the construction of walls in Winchester, "If they Have 
fewer homes, further away from Rt 50/301, how do they rate two (2) sound barriers." 

Enclosed also are copies of requests made by the communities of Winchester    s; 
(February 17,1987) and North River Forest (April 28,1992) for sound walls. They have 
their walls as of this date. As you can see by the map of our study area, our houses elate 
from pre-1900 and to the best of our knowledge, we are the oldest community adjacent 
to Rt 50 ip Anne Anindel County, vet theonlv community without noise protection. 

On November 16,1988, Mr. Collison wrote,to Mr. Polcak. "When this project wgs 
first proposed ten (10) years ago (in 1978), h^iings were held and the public's approval 
was sought To obtain that approval sound gamers were promised and ineorporate<linto 
the budget Also, in order to obtain Federal.ftinding, the sound barriers were included in 
the plans for the project (Final Environmenp Statement, Contract #AA 572-000-570, 
F.A.P. #F 90-1(2). Yet, after the Federal Mils were procured, after the budget of $254 
mTllibn was" approved,'the SHA in its collectwe wisdom decides umlati^ally, and without 
public review, to eliminate this important portion of the project The State of Maryland 
has reneged on its promises to our communities. Under the original guidelines in fo|ce 
when the project was subject to public scrutioy, our communities were entitled to, and 
the SHA was required to, erect the sound barriers. After our communities have beea 
bisected by Route 50/I-68/I-95, all we ask i^that we not be subjected to the constanlpar 
and pollution of the interstate highway system." . ji 

• ' $: • If 
It is now almost 1998, another ten years have passed. We are asking that we not be 

made to wait any longer for noise protectioi| .Mr. Adams stated at the public meetifg on 
October 1,1997, that we now qualify. PleasejMp us expedite this process so that oiir 
relief is in sight S; | 

I 

f 
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We appreciate your help and we would myite you at your convenience to visit any one 
of our homes to give you a personal appreciJiipn of what we have to tolerate all daypand 
all night every day of the week. |; 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Mrs.) Pamela R. Storm 
Secretaiy/Treasurer ";) 
Garden Farms Community Association 
4I0-841-6949 '        •     ll        ' 

';.-4!    '- •        t       . 
prs/encl. if 
cc: Governor Parris N. Giendening  .'      vk, '    . 

Mr. David L. Winstead, Secretary, Department of Transportation Jl 
Mjr.PaiiMWilUams,.Adniimsti^rbf^HA^ \ 
Mr. Charlie Adams, Director of Envirompental Design ^ 
Senator John Astle • % i, , 
Delegate Philip Bissett •.j|j; ^ 
Delegate Virginia Gagett }'••. i 

Mr. John Gary, County Executive ;; V 
Mrs. Diane Evans, Councilwoman 
Mr. William Mulford, Councilman 

ti 

> i 

i *<\ 
t '• 
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October 30,1997 

We, the undersigned, agree that the enclosed documents represent an accurate 
overview of the history of the issue of noise walls along the Riverview Avenue/Acorn 
Road area located between the Severn River Bridge and the Ridgely Avenue exit in j 
Annapolis, Maryland. We believe these documents show that since 1979 we have been 
considered, reconsidered, approved, deleted, and re-evaluated (three separate times) yet 
to this point do not have noise walls. However, the most recent study (April 1997) shows 
that now we are eligible for noise walls (once again), but we are awaiting a State required 
County ordinance before we can have our waljls.  To the best of our knowledge, we are 
the oldest community adjacent to Rt 50 in Anne Arundel County, yet the only        fi- 
community without noise protection. We somehow feel discriminated against because of 
our age. We ask that this project be addressed and finalized as soon as possible.     i! 

i ,4 

Name/Address/ComTnunity/Title 

g.^? 

/*/!/}/JS/ JL^'.Mp.QKQ} 

Jfcj^i 
'-6/ 

% 



From: Philip Troll _ 
To: INTERNET:aol.com:tstorml718 
Date: September 5, 1997 (Friday) 11:24am 
Subject: FACT SHEET 

Good morning Pam,- 

<> 

m 

In reference to our conversation this morning, I have an electronic version of 
a fact sheet that might be of some use to you.  I have included it at the end 
of this message.  This particular sheet deals with the effects of traffic 
volume changes on noise levels.  Insofar as the effect an increase in the 
speed limit may have precipitated, generally the increase in noise between 
55mph and 65mph is considered to be negligible. 

I just wanted to get this quick copy to you (an electronic version would be 
much cleaner and legible than a faxed one). If you would like I could follow 
up by faxing a copy with the bar chart graphics included.  Just let me know if 
and where you want it faxed. 

As soon as I have firm answers to your questions regarding the role that 
County noise policies play in the process, I will pass them on to you. 

As it always remains the case --if you have any questions or concerns on 
this, don't hesitate to fire off a quick note or give me a call. 

Enjoy a relaxing week in Pennsylvania, 

Philip Troll 
Office of Environmental Design 
State Highway Administration 

<<    DETAILS OF FACT SHEET TO FOLLOW   >» 

FACT SHEET 

THE EFFECTS OF TRAFFIC VOLUME CHANGES ON NOISE LEVELS 

The intensity of noise generated from highway traffic is related to 
several major factors including distance of the receptor from the highway, the 
number or volume of vehicles and their travel speed, and the mix of vehicle 
types (that is, number of trucks versus autos, etc.).  This discussion focuses 
on the overall volume of highway traffic and how changes in the number of 
vehicles affect the overall noise level generated from the highway. 

In general, it can be correctly stated that an increase in traffic 
volume will cause increased noise.  However, the amount of increase in noise 
will depend on the relative increase in traffic volume, as illustrated below: 

+++++++++++++  Insert Bar Chart Graphic  +++++++++++++++++++++ 

It is generally accepted that the average person can just begin to perceive a 



<y 

change in noise level of about 3 decibels (dBA).  This 3 dBA change represents 
a doubling of the total noise "energy".  In each instance, the adjacent 
illustration shows that for an increase of 3 dBA in the overall noise level to 
occur, the number of vehicles must be doubled (that is, increased by 100%), 
and that this doubling must occur regardless of the actual volume of traffic. 
For example, if a highway carrying 5,000 vehicles per hour produces an overall 
noise level of 80 dBA, the traffic volume must increase to 10,000 vehicles per  \ 
hour for the overall noise level to increase by 3 to 83 dBA.  The conclusion   ^J) 
is that as the total number of vehicles on a roadway increases, it requires 
more and more additional vehicles to cause a noticeable change in the overall 
noise level. 

In reality, on highways such as freeways, interstates, or other 
controlled-access roadways, traffic volumes are so high that relative changes 
in vehicle volume over time are typically well below the doubling or 100% 
change that would be necessary to affect a 3 dBA change in the noise level. 
The incremental addition of 100, 200, or even 1000 vehicles per hour to the 
example highway with 5,000 vehicles per hour is not sufficient to contribute 
enough additional energy to effect the overall noise level by a perceptible 
amount.  This, of course assumes that the vehicles individually would produce 
similar noise levels (as in the illustration), and does not address changes in 
the mix of vehicle types, such as the number of large, heavy-duty trucks 
versus autos, for example. 

This condition is often manifested in the results of noise impact 
studies for projects to widen existing highways, especially those with already 
substantial traffic volumes.  For projects which widen within an existing 
median (that is, do not place traffic closer to adjacent receptors or 
properties), only the incremental growth in traffic over time contributes to 
increased noise levels.  The ultimate growth in traffic will be somewhat 
constrained by the capacity of the highway, as will the resulting noise level. 

Even if a highway is widened to the outside of the existing roadway, the 
increased capacity of the new expanded roadway and expected growth in traffic 
volume over time will still only account for a fraction of the total traffic 
on the highway.  In this example, the addition of a small fraction of the 
total traffic slightly closer to adjacent properties would contribute to the 
total noise level, but still represents only a fraction of the total noise 
emanating from the highway.  For example, if a 6-lane highway is widened by 
one lane in each direction to a total of 8 lanes, one-eicrhth of the total 
traffic would be placed approximately 12 feet closer to the adjacent property 
(the typical width of one highway lane).  In such cases, .the resultant 
increase in noise is still typically well below the 3 dBA perception 
threshold.  This would generally apply only if the distance shift is small 
relative to the overall distance between the existing highway and adjacent 
property, meaning, for example, that the noise increase would be greater if 
the distance to the adjacent property were 25 feet, than if the distance were 
100 feet. 
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IPafclRoad 
Annapolis, Maiyland 21401-1115 

July 31,1997 

Mitt   t   *•' The Honorable Panis N. Glendening 
State House 
Aoaapolis, Maryland 21401 

Dear Governor Glendening; 

Thank you for taking the time to be cone smed about our dilemma when we're SWB the 
needs of your constituents are many. 

Since the building of the noise walla along; Winchester Road on Rt 50, east of the 
Severn River Bridge, in the fill of 199$, we have been in comset with the State Highway 
Administration (MSHA) on angular basis requesting are-evahiatian for the need of 
similar walls along Riverview Ave„ Pafisl M, Aeom Dr., and Kirkley Rd, along Rt. 50, 
west of the Severn River Bridge and prior to die Rowe BlvdJBestgate Rd. exit (see 
enclosed map). On April 22,1997, a noise level measurement study of our community, 
which consists of approximately 80-90 homes, was done by Wilson T. Ballard Co, lbs 
results of that study, and the subsequent report done by MSHA, indicate, according to Mr. 
Philip Troll of MSHA, that our area marts or exceeds the 66 decibel requirement 
necessary for the validation ofthe construction of noise walls. The MSHA also requires 
that houses in such an area predate the highway. Most ofour homes predate the original 
Rt50! 

Our underetanding is that the list of State .Highway projects must be prioritized. We 
are unclear of the exact criteria by which that is done. Therefore, we are asking yom* help 
in working with the MSHA to make the noiie wall project along Riverview Ave., Pa&l 
Rd., Acorn Dr.. and Kirkley Rd.. to be a top priority tar this fiscal year's budget. We 
believe that your "smart growth" policies indicate die need to improve existing roads and 
factor in families before developing new areas. There are many families in our area that 
have been waiting for these walls since 1991 - almost seven years ago - when our side of 
RL 50 was widened. These walls will enable us to cany on normal conversations in our 
backyards once again. 

Thank you again for your support It is deeply appreciated. 

Sincerely, / 

-       . Mr. and Mis. Thomas (Pamela) Stonn 
(410) 841-6949 

••RECEiVED prs/encl. 
cc: Secretary David Winstead 

tit ••' 
ILI: c 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

November 7, 1997 

? 
» 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mrs. Pamela R. Storm, 
Secretary / Treasurer, 
Garden Farms Community Association 
c/o 1 Pafel Road 
Annapolis MD 21401-1115 

Dear Mrs. Storm: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening regarding the October 1 
public meeting with the 30th District Legislative Delegation and Mr. Charles B. Adams from 
the State Highway Administration (SHA). The Governor has asked me to respond on his 
behalf. 

I would like to thank you for supplying the 30th District Legislative Delegation, Anne 
Arundel County Executive John G^ry, County Council members Diane R. Evans and William 
C'Mulfprd II and SHA officials with the 86 page Synopsis.of information summarizing noise 
abatement efforts for the Riverview Avenue and Acorn Drive communities adjacent to US 50. 
SHA's Office of Environmental Design is currently reviewing this information and 

incorporating it into the project history. This augmented record will help ensure this issue is 
addressed as rapidly and equitably as we can. 

It is my understanding that Delegate Busch is acting as an advocate and point of contact 
for your community to assure the appropriate dissemination of information in this concern. I 
am quite sure that the clear and concise documentation you have provided will be most helpful 
to all concerned parties in coordinating our efforts to resolve this situation. 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you and, on 
his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you need 
additional'information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

• 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

My telephone number is  
! 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

t 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 

Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

_- 



Mrs. Pamela R. Storm 
Page Three 
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bcc:     Mr. Paul Armstrong, District 1 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration I 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 

State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatejment Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 

Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Mr. Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - November 7, 1997 

Serial #9547 - Replacing Parker Correspondence #97NOV2 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\STOR1030.DLW     11/10/97 11:43 AM 

ft 

Mrs. Pamela R. Storm 
Page Two 

cc:      The Honorable John C. Astle, Member, Senate of Maryland 
The Honorable Phillip D. Bissett, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Michael E. Busch, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Virginia P. Clagett, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Diane R. Evans, Member, Anne Arundel County Council 
The Honorable John Gary, County Executive, Anne Arundel County 
The Honorable William C. Mmlford II, Member, Anne Arundel County Council 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

• 
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. — . — . Parrls N. Glendenlng 
Maryland Department of Transportation Governor 
The Secretary's Office David L Winstead 

Secretary 

John D. Porcarl 
November 21, 1997 Deputy Secretary 

Mrs. Pamela R. Storm 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Garden Farms Community Association 
c/o 1 Pafel Road 
Annapolis MD 21401-1115 

Dear Mrs. Storm: 

Thank you for your recent letters to me and Governor Glendening regarding the 
October 1 public meeting about noise barriers with the 30th District Legislative Delegation 
and Mr. Charles B. Adams from the State Highway Administration (SHA). The Governor 
asked me to respond on his behalf. 

The information you supplied to the 30th District Legislative Delegation, Anne 
Arundel County Executive John Gary, County Councilmembers Diane R. Evans and William 
C. Mulford II and SHA officials for the Riverview Avenue and Acorn Drive communities 
adjacent to US 50 will be reviewed by SHA. It is my understanding that Delegate Michael 
Busch is acting as an advocate and point of contact for your commuhity to assure the 
appropriate dissemination of information. I am quite sure the clear and concise 
documentation you have provided will be most helpful to all concerned parties in 
coordinating our efforts to resolve this situation. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

^ShTCCKly 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       The Honorable John C. Astle, Member, Senate of Maryland 
The Honorable Phillip D. Bissett, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Michael E. Busch, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Virginia P. Clagett, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Diane R. Evans, Member, Anne Arundel County Council 
The Honorable John Gary, County Executive, Anne Arundel County 
The Honorable William C. Mulford II, Member, Anne Arundel County Council 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My tolophono number Is (410)-  

Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTYFortha Deaf: (410) 865-1342 
Post Office Box 875S, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 

® 



Mrs. Pamela R. Storm ^ 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. Paul Armstrong, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
\ Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
\ Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Mr. Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - November 7, 1997 

Serial #9547 ~ Replacing Parker Correspondence #97NOV2 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\STOR1030.DLW      11/10/97 11:34 AM 



Ferris N. Glendening 
Maryland Department of Transport&ion •"-« 
ThesLtary-sOtflce ^it•"""' Secretary 

John D. Poreari 
Deputy Secretary 

September 9, 1997 $ 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Storm 
1 Pafel Road 
Annapolis MD 21401-1115 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Storm: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening regarding noise abatement 
issues along US 50 in the vicinity of the Riverview Manor and Lindamoor communities in 
Anne Arundel County. The Governor asked me to respond on his behalf. 

Your community was not previously eligible for a barrier because one could not have 
been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy. Since then the policy 
including the cost criterion has been revised.' The State Highway Administration (SHA) is 
evaluating a number of communities to determine whether they are now eligible for sound 
barriers   Yours is one of those communities. We anticipate we will have this work 
completed this Fall, and an SHA representative will contact you once the results are 
available. 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you and, 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr.'Chades 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, aJjacereiy, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      -Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration . . 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administratar, State Highway Administration 

My talephens i utfnber is A1Q-63S-1005 

TTY FwthB Oaaf: (410) 6S5-1342 

Post Office Box 87SS, BalUmoreWaBMngton international Airport. Maryland 2124CM>755 
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X :    Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Storm ; /I 
0      P^geTwo ^V 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretaiy, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

\      Administration 
A Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 

) Noise Abatement Team, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - August 11, 1997 
Revised by Claire DeBakey 
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jL •* SECRETARY'S OFFICE 
m «^^.-. -  MD0T • SHERRY VARNER - MS 255 
W    REQUEST FOR FRBPARATIOH OF GOVERNOR'S CORRESPONDENCli, 

% • .1 

P. 1/8 

A 

WILLIAMS 

ROM:  STORM, PAMELA R 

LOG DATE? 11/18/97 /jaV  SERIAL^:  7666 

DATE: 11/18/97 

10/30/97 

URGES PLACEMENT OF NOISE BARRIERS ALONG RT SO 
BETWEEN SEVERN RIVER BRIDGE AND RIDGELY AVENUE 

RESPOND 

no 
c ) 
C 3 
C 3 

PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE 
PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE OS  BEMAlIf OF 
GOVERNOR (Note Governor as oe) 
REPLY DIRECTLY,  AOOTONLEDGING SECRETARY'S RECEIPT, 
CC TO SECRETARY 
PREPARE RESPONSE FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 
PLEASE HANDLE AS APPROPRIATE 

|YI u/as/s? 

SHOW 

FOR USE BY WSIBLEUNTT 

JOJM 
TOEE RETURNED TO ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE BY: 

^~ i IN$TRUCIION5: JJ. 
pxnztmQ-r 

7( 

~ ** 

FOR USB BY ASSIGNED AREA 

RESPONSE PREPARED BY:  
(Name t Telephone / Date) 

TYPEDBY: •     '        '•       -^ 
PROOFREAD BY:   ^ 

RECORD OF INTERIM TELEPHONE RESPONSE ;l 

(You can buy yourself some additional time in preparing a written reply by telephoning the 
constituent, explaining what's happening, and indicating when he/she may expect a formal 
reply. Please fill this portion and mail bade the green sheet to obtain an extension on your 
reply deadline.) ; 

Name of Person Called:      - 
Written follow-up will be prepared by; 

Date: l*;: 

D-TSO-002 

QxteeinT*, iHiiMMWa 
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^7/ 
IPa&lRoad 
AnaflpoUs, Maryland 21401-1115 . 

October 30,1997 

The Honorable Governor Parris N. (Hendening 
State House 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Dear Governor Glendening: 

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter sent to Delegate Busch as a follow up to a 
meeting on October 1,1997, where noise walls along Riverview Avenue/Aeom Drive, 
parallel to Rt SO.betwenthe Severn River Bridge and tie Ridgely Avenue exit, were 
discussed. It is a synopsis of almost twenty (20) years of conespondecce between 
individuals, conmiiiiuty associations and the State regarding noise walls incur area. TTie 
documents to support the report have been given to Delegate Busch, Mr. Charlie Adams 
at the State Highway Administration, and Mr. William Mulford, Cooncilman. If you 
desire to have a copy of the eighty-six (86) pages, I will be glad to forward them to you. 

We trust that this will objectively reveal our patience in waiting for sound bamers. 
We hope, too, that our lesson in patience will soon come to an end, and we can enjoy 
quiet in our homes and yards once again. We would appreciate any help you can give to 
expedite this process. 

Respectfully,   , 

(Mrs.) Pamela R. Stonn 
Secrettry/Treasurer 
Garden Farms Community Association 
410-841*949 

prs/encl. RECEIVED 

N0\I5   W». 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 

$>' 

-uiinwTi- i   JMJtf.tT   AB-gt-tT 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
MAIL FORM 

P. 2/8 

INSTRUCTIONS: Please investigate the attached end take whatever action is necessary id respond to our constituent 
concerns. When completed, please fbrvrard the response, the original letter and any back-up to the unit indicated below. , A 
Also. If there ere any questions as to how to respond, please call me unit listed below. 

LID: 45671 

ReoeiveOate: 11/13/1997 
Assign Date: 10/30/1997 

Deadline Date: 11/27/1997 

Name:    Pamela R. Storm 
.   1 Pael Road 

Annapolis, MD 21401-1115 

1 
! V 1 

Is 

Subject:    SOUND BARRIER REQUE     Description: Urges placement of noise barriers along Route 50 between the 
.  Seviam River Bridge and RWgely Avenue. 

Agency:    MOOT Unit:   DSI 

,    RE-DIRECT   INFORMATION 
If the response to this correspondence should be handled by another agency, please eompiete 
tho following information end teiward the completed form and the eorresponc^iee to the proper 
agency. Also, copy the completed form and send the copy to the unit Indicated above. 

Re-Directed to: 

Data: 

Jmt      M. t M^W  AMAA^K. !  Wd gz:ZT  LB-8T-TT 
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November 7, 1997 

Mrs. Pamela R, Storm, Secretary / Treasurer 
Garden Farms Community Association 
c/o 1 Pafel Road 
Annapolis MD 21401-1115 

Dear Mrs. Storm: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening regarding the October 1 
public meeting with the 30th District Legislative Delegation and Mr. Charles B. Adams from 
the State Highway Administration (SHA). The Governor asked me to respond on his behalf. 

I would like to thank you for supplying the 30th District Legislative Delegation, 
County and SHA officials the 86 page synopsis of information summarizing noise abatement 
efforts for the Riverview Avenue and Acorn Drive communities adjacent to Rte 50. It is my 
understanding that Delegate Busch is acting as an advocate and point of contact for your 
community to assure the appropriate dissemination of information in this concern. I am quite 
sure that the clear and concise documentation you have provided will be most helpful to all 
concerned parties in coordinating our efforts to resolve this situation. 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you and, on 
his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write. If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      The Honorable John C. Astle, Member, Senate of Maryland 
The Honorable Phillip D. Bissett, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Michael E. Busch, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Virginia P. Clagett, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 



Mrs. Pamela R. Storm 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. Paul Armstrong, District 1 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 

State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip-Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 

Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Mr. Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- November 7, 1997 

Serial #9547 - Replacing Parker Correspondence #97NOV2 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\STOR1030.DLW     11/07/97 1:57 PM 
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f MARYLAND DEPARTMENT Of TRANSPORTATION 
THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE 

REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF CORRESPONDENCE 

LOG DATE: 11/03/97 /dlw S£RtAL#:  9547 

TO:   WILLIAMS DATS: 11/04/97 

FROM:  STORM/ PAMELA R  10/30/97  . 

RE.: NOISE BARRIERS ALONG RIVERVIEW AVE/ACOSN DR       RESPOND BY: 11/12/97 

f 

[X]     PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE 
I   ]     PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE ON B&IALF OF 

GOVERNOR  (Note Governor as oe) 
[   ]     REPLY DIRECTLY,  ACKNOWLEDGING SECRETARY'S RECEIPT,   SHOW 

CC TO  SECRETARY 
£   ]     PREPARE RESPONSE FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 
(   ]     PLEASE HANDLE' AS APPROPRIATE 

FOR USE BY RESPONSIBLE UNIT 

ASSIGNED TO: Ctft/llfF   AfJ/frDS DATE: /A ^97 
TO BE'BETURNED TO ADMINISTRATOR'S OHPICE BY:   / /- //7*    ~~ "" 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

FOR USE BY ASSIGNED AREA 

RESPONSE PREPARED BY: ' 
(Name / Tdephone / Date) 

TYPED BY: 
PROOFREAD BY: 

i 

RECORD OF INTERIM TELEPHONE RESPONSE 

(You can buy yourself some additional time m preparing a written reply by telephoning the 
constituent, explaining what's happening, and indicating when he/she may expect a formal 
seply.  Please fill this portion and mail bade th» yellow sheet to obtain an extension on your 
reply deadline.) " . 

Name of Person Called: ___^i____ 
Written follow-up will be prepared by: 

Date: 

D-TSO-002 
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MARYLAND STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
THE ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE 

REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF CORRESPONDENCE 

CONTROL #97NOV2 
LOG DATE:11/03/97 

SENDER:  STORM, PAMELA 

RE: NOISS BARRIERS 

[V] PREPARE RESPONSE FOR ADMINISTRATOR'S SIGNATURE 
l 

[ ] PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE 
[ ] PREPARE RESPONSE FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 
[ ] REPLY DIRECTLY/ CC: ADMINISTRATOR 

ASSIGNED TO:  CHARLIE ADAMS 

TO BE RETURNED TO ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE BY:  11/10/9? 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

RESPONSE PREPARED BY:  
(Name / Telephone / Date) 

TYPED BY:       

PROOFREAD BY: 

SENIOR MANAGER'S APPROVAL: 

FOLLOW UP BY:     DATE DUE: 

^ i 

• 

WAS THERE PERSONAL CONTACT WITH THE SENDER?   [ ] YES   [ ] NO 

REMARKS:  

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM AND PREPARED CORRESPONDENCE TO 
DONNA AUSTIN,  SKA 

PHONEl (410) 545-0406   FAX# (410) 333-1586 

• 
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"   WBXMVED 

SBDRETARK 
DEFARWEMtOE 

IPafclRoad 
Annapolis. Mayiand 21401-1115 

October30,1997 J 
'      fart Cfi%'-$Moh 

The Honorable David L. Winstcad 
Department ofTnasauttxan \^ iii/7j^       _^«^ 
P.O. Box 8755 mfiSpnt lUiAtiSSm VgSfi&lt 

Dearlkfc.Winstead: 

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter sent to Delegate Busch as a follow up to a 
meeting on October 1,1997, where noise walls alangRivenflewAvenue/Acom Drive, 
parallel to Rt 50, between the Severn River Bridge and the Ridgely Avenue exit, were 
discussed It is a synopsis of almost twenty (20) years of eonespondence between 
individuals, commumty associations and the State regarding noise walls in our area. The 
documents to support die report have been ghrento Delegate Busch, Mr. Charlie Adams 
at the Stale Highway Adnrinistration. and Mr. William Mulford. CouncilmaxL If you 
desire to have a copy of the eight^six (86) pages, I will be glad to forward them to you. 

We trust that this will objectively reveal our patience in waiting for sound barriers. 
We hope, too, that oar lesson in patience will soon come to an end 0*4 m> c^n ^j^ 
qmetin our homes and yards once again. We would ^Jpreciate any help you can give to 
expedite this process. 

RespectfiiUy; 

6fe.)Pamela R.Storm 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Garden Farms fTwmiimily AWfOCiatJOn 
410^41^949 

prs/encL 
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1 Pafel Road 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1115 

October 30,1997 

Mr. Parker Williams, Administrator, MSHA 
707 N. Calvert St 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter sent to Delegate Busch as a follow up to a 
meeting on October 1,1997, where noise walls along Riverview Avenue/Acom Drive, 
parallel to Rt. 50, between the Severn River Bridge and the Ridgely Avenue exit, were 
discussed. It is a synopsis of almost twenty (20) years of correspondence between 
individuals, community associations and the State regarding noise walls in our area. The 
documents to support the report have been given to Delegate Busch, Mr. Charlie Adams 
at the State Highway Administration, and M\ William Mulford, Councilman. If you 
desire to have a copy of the eighty*six (86) piges, I will be glad to forward them to you. 

We trust that this will objectively reveal pur patience in waiting for sound barriers. 
We hope, too, that our lesson in patience will soon come to an end, and we can enjoy 
quiet in our homes and yards once again, We would appreciate any help you can give to 
expedite this process. 

Respectfully, 

(Mrs.) Pamela R. Storm 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Garden Farms Community Association 
410.841-6949 

t 

prs/encl. 

• 



i 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

August'5, 1997 
$ 

24 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mrs. Pam Storm 
1 Pafel Road 
Annapolis MD 21401-1115 

Dear Mrs. Storm: 

Enclosed is the copy of the revised consultant's report which you requested on the 
recent highway traffic noise measurements conducted in the Riverview Manor and 
Lindamoor communities adjacent to US 50 in Anne Arundel County. The report includes 
a summary and discussion of the results, as well as maps and diagrams showing the exact 
locations where each test was conducted. 

Enclosed for your use, is a copy of the State Highway Administration (SHA) 
Sound Barrier Community Resource Guide, as well as a copy of our current noise policy. 
I hope you found the information we faxed to you for the meeting you hosted on July 30, 
to be informative and helpful in answering some of your fellow homeowners concerns. 

A number of communities that experience traffic noise impacts similar to the 
Riverview Manor and Lindamoor area are presently being evaluated and reviewed by 
SHA. Once these analyses are finished, a priority list will be established for those 
communities where noise barriers are determined to be warranted. We anticipate that this 
review will be concluded by the end of this summer and we will contact you with the 
results as they become available. 

Thank you for your continuing interest in this issue. In the meantime, if you 
should have any other questions or concerns on this matter, please do not hesitate to 
contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement Team, who may be reached at (410) 
545-8599. 

Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired iHearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



• \ 

I 
Mr. Richard Cronin ^ 
Page Two 

Enclosures { 

cc:      James Hade, RLA, Team Leader for Noise Abatement, SHA 



bcc: u Noise"Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - August 1, 1997 

D:\CORRESP\1997\CRON0801 .CBA     08/01/97 1:44 PM 
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1 Pafel Road 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1115 

June 16,1997 

Mr. Philip Troll 
MSHA, Environmental Design 
707 N. CalvertSt. ._ ,,   _I _  , 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Mr. Troll, 

Thank you for your help this morning regarding noise barriers along Rt. 50 on the 
Lindamoor/Riverview side of the Severn River Bridge. 

I would just like to reiterate the need for such barriers.. Like the Winchester side of 
the Severn River Bridge, our communities exist between the bridge and the first exit 
(Rowe Blvd./Bestgate Rd.) on the Annapolis side. Therefore, there is no opportunity for 
the 62,000 cars, that the SHA determined cross the bridge, to exit before they pass our 
house. ("The Sunday Capital", January 26,1997). According to the same article, the 
projection for this daily traffic in the year 2020 is 130,000 cars! That's a lot of cars and 
trucks to rumble past our house every day! 

Our house is right next to Rt. 50 with only an empty lot separating us from the traffic. 
It would be nice not to have to holler above the traffic to call our children in for dinner 
and it would be nice to sit on our front porch and hear more wildlife sounds than heavy 
traffic. 

Thank you again for listening and please keep us informed of your decision. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas (Pam) Storm 
410-841-6949 

prs 
cc: Mr. Jim Hade 

Mr. Ken Polcak 

^ 
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Maryland Department of Transporiation 
Partis N. Glendening 
Governor 

The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
t Deputy Secretary 

September 23, 1997 

Carl Strawberry, M.D. ; ,i   ''•,••.••.    ' 
Ms. Barbara G. Strawberry 
1841 Cove Point Road 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Dear Dr. and Ms. Strawberry: 

Thank you for your recent letter and petition to Governor Glendening regarding noise 
abatement along US 50. The Governor appreciates your concern over the impact of highway 
noise on the residents of the Lindamoor community in Anne Arundel County and asked me 
to respond on his behalf. ••      •       .  • 

Your community was not previously eligible for a barrier because one could not have 
been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy. That policy has been 
revised and the State Highway Administration (SHA) is evaluating a number of communities 
to determine whether they are now eligible for sound barriers.  Yours is one of those 
communities. We anticipate this work will be completed this Fall, and an SHA 
representative will contact you once the results are available. 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write. If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sricerely, 

^ 

David L. Winstead 
\      • ' Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B.. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone nifnberia 410-865-1000 

TTY Forvre Doar: (410) 865.1342 

Post Oftloe Box 8755, BaltimoraAVashfiij.sn Inlefnational Airport. Mao'land 21240-0755 A 



JB>- 

-    ...       : .T;  :V. >.^ 
Page Two ,!; "J • 
Dr. and Mrs. Strawberry 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration ! K 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Admjnistrator, State Highway 
.Administration 

Mr. James D, Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Jm. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration • 

•»        • '" 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - September 1^, 1997 - Serial #7192 
< < As per Sherry Vamer-l response for 26 Forn| Letters bundled together>> 

D:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFrS\STRA0816.DLW; '   09/16/07 11:50 AM I 
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i: 
From: Philip Troll 
To: CBA 
Date: September 15, 1997 (Monday) 12:34pm 
Subject: SECRETARY'S CORRESPONDENCE -- LINDAMOOR PETITION 

0 
Morning Charlie, 

Just wanted you take on a response... 

Rec'vd serial #7192 to prepare a response to Barbara Strawberry for DLW on 
behalf of PNG.' #7192 consists of 26 copies of the same Lindamoor form letter 
-- just signed by different folks.  21 of the 26 letters have signatures while 
5 of the 26 have also filled in a return address.  I've not asked anybody 
outside of OED, until I've got your okay on how you prefer it to be handled. 

The question is, would you prefer: 

Do as MDOT instructs and just prepare a response for Dr. and Mrs Strawberry -- 
while acknowledging the pseudo-petition? 

Prepare responses just for the letters that have addresses? 

Prepare responses for the letters that have addresses and try to find mailing 
addresses for the other signed letters and then prepare responses for them as 
well? 

CC: JIM 



$ J 
From: Claire DeBakey 
To: SHADGN.PTroll 
Date: September 15, 1997 (Monday) 2:58pm 
Subject: SECRETARY'S CORRESPONDENCE -- LINDAMOOR PETITION -Forwarded 
-Reply 

Philip, 

Thanks for asking.  In the past, there has been a dividing line as follows: 

1) a cover letter enclosing a true petition (names and addresses only for the 
various signers) would receive one answer, acknowledging receipt of the 
petition.  The answer would go to the person who sent us the petition. 
Typically, that person might be the head.of a homeowner's association. 

2) mulitple letters, even form letters, as distinguished from a true 
petition, would each receive an individual response.  For those who did not 
provide addresses, you should have Donna call Sherry Varner at MDOT to see 
whether they are holding an envelope with a return address on it.  If that is 
not the case, have Donna determine whether MDOT wants you to try to find an 
address.  I have been known to find addresses through telephone information if 
necessary; but this seems to be quite a few to have to do that.  Please let me 
know what pans out. 

Thanks, 

Claire j^P 

CC: DAustin 
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August, 1997 

The Honorable Governor Parris N. Glendenlag 
State House 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

The Honorable Michael Busch 
251 Lowe House Office Bldg. 
6 Governor Bladen Blvd 
Annapolis. MD 21401 \M& 

The Honorable John C. AsUe 
Presidential Wing 
James Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

The Honorable Virginia Clagett 
The Honorable Phillip Bissett 
212 Lowe House Office Bldg. 
6 Govenior Blades Blvd 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

Dear Governor Glendening and Disniec 30 Representatives; 

During the planning phase of the Route 50 widening and bridge constmction project 
representatives from the SKA visited our conunuahy of Undamoor and briefed us on Ute 
environmental impact that the project would have on our conamunhy. Our officers, at the time, 
questioned the SHA nepresemarives on the esttmare of the proposed traffic increase and 
specifically addressed both the increase in heavy commercial truck traffic as wefl as our concern 
over the attended increase in noise. We were told of minor increases in traffie and a small 
increase in road-generated noise. 

Since that time, the project has been completed and the increase in truck traffic is not only 
greater thaa anticipated but, by its nature, occurs heavily during the evening and early morning 
hours (Le -on a 24-hour continuous basis) The road noise associated with the reality of the new 
traffic patterns on RL SO are significantly greater than expected and exceed the maximums for 
residential living. As a result, our quality of life has been adversely affected. 

Accordingly, we request that the State initiate plamung snd budgeting activities to install 
appropriate sound barriers from the west side of the HL SO bridge to the Bestgate Road exit as 
part of your 1998 fiscal plammg. 

Sincerely, 

-M. 

Sbmape6s.M3)21A01 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
MAIL FORM 

P.2/28 

i 
INSTRUCTIONS: Please investigate the attached and take whatever action Is necessary to respond to our constituent ^ 
concerns. When completed, please forward the response, the original letter and any back-up to the unit indicated below, w 
Also, if there are any questions as to how to respond, please call the unit listed below. "" 

LID: 41925 
ReceiveOate: 9/8/97 
Assign Date: 9/8/97 

Deadline Date: 9/22/97 

Name:    Barbara Strawberry 
1841 Cove Point Road 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

^ 

Subject:     SOUND BARRIER REQUE Description: Encloses a petition requesting a sound barrier for a portion of 
Route 50 in the Lindamoor community. 

Agency:      DSl UnK: V 

RE.DIRECT    INFORMATION 
If the response to this correspondence should be handled by another agency, please complete 
the following information and forward the completed form and the correspondence to the proper 
agency- Also, copy the completed form and send the copy to the unit indicated above. 

Redirected to mr 
Date: ip 

or/f    * ' exari-eoonTs. TiTV     Off IC_7T_C 



Maryland Department of transportation 
State Highway Administration 

July 11, 1997 

* 

A 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mr. Roscoe R. Suddarth 
Ms. Michele R. Suddarth 
7403 Mackenzie Court 
BethesdaMD 20817-4554 

Dear Mr. Suddarth and Ms. Suddarth: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding highway traffic noise along 1-495 in the 
Carderock Springs community in Montgomery County. I certainly appreciate your concern 
and want to give you an update on the progress of our work on this issue as it relates to 
Carderock Springs. 

A number of communities have been identified in Montgomery County that are 
affected by traffic noise.  We are looking at all communities in the 1-270 spurs and 1-495 
"noise triangle" to evaluate those areas,! in light of our new noise policy, that pre-date the 
original highways and those that do not pre-date the highways.  These analyses will be 
completed by the end of Summer. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

'Parker 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 

^w 
My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Mr. Roscoe R. Suddarth 
Ms. Michele R. Suddarth 
July 11, 1997 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. James D. Hade, Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration ft 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

October 30, 1997 

Mr. David Taylor 
Maryland Environmental Service 
2011 Commerce Park Drive 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Dear Mr. Taylor: 

This is to follow up on our phone conversation earlier this week about the 
availability and acceptability of sound barriers which use recycled tires. Based upon the 
information we have reviewed on various systems that are on the market, the only system 
which currently is acceptable for use on State Highway Administration ejects is S 
DuBrook system. If you need any additional information, please let me know. 

ams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

ct,«, I*?!!?9 Ad<lr„ess.: P0- Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship 
Mr. Jim Hade 

viMr. Philip Troll 
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Pirris N. Glcndening 

Maryland Department of Transportation o**• 
A • OavM L WlntUad 

Thomas L Osbomt 
Deputy Secretary 

February 27, 1997 

Robert A. Thompson, Jr., M.D. 
301 St. Paul Street 
Suite 802, P.O.B. 
Baltimore MD 21202 

Dear Dr. Thompson: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening regarding a noise barrier for 
the Riverchase Community. The Governor has received your letter and has asked me to 
respond to you on his behalf. 

When a decision is made whether to construct a noise barrier, several factors arc 
considered. These include whether the homes predate the original construction of the 
adjacent highway, whether the noise levels equal or exceed an impact threshold of 66 
decibels (dBA), and whether an effective noise barrier can be built for a reasonable cost. 
Mr. Charles Adams, the State Highway Administration's (SHA) Director of Environmental 
Design, attended a meeting several months ago at which he explained that your community is 
not eligible for noise barriers because the homes were constructed after the highway. 

Mr. Adams informs me the residents of Riverchase may be interested in pursuing 
alternative ftmding, including funding some or all of a noise barrier themselves. Though 
State funding for a noise barrier at Riverchase is not possible, we have offered to provide 
technical assistance to aid the community's efforts to obtain alternative funding. The State 
Highway Administration will be in contact with the Riverchase Community leaders about 
providing this technical support 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write. If you have 
any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to call Mr. Adams at (410) 545-8640. 

^.^incerely. 

ML* 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My trtepnone number u (4iO)- ow-i-uw/ 
TTY Forfte Deaf: (410) 866.1342 

Post Offlco Box 8755, BoltinnoraWeBhington International Airport. Maryland 2124007S5 



{' Robert A. Thompson, Jr., M.D. 
Page Two 

bcc:   JMr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. David J. Malkowski, District Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 
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tr**' 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

November 7, 1997 

Mr. Jeffrey Thornton 
jeffl@pop.erols.com 

Dear Mr. Thornton: 

Thank you for your recent internet message to Governor Glendening regarding 
construction of a sound barrier along 1-495 between 1-295 and Goodluck Road.  The 
Governor asked me to respond on his behalf. 

Construction bids for the project have been received and the State Highway 
Administration (SHA) is now completing the necessary steps leading up to construction. 
This includes an interagency. agreement with Prince George's County for the local funding 
share of the project.  We anticipate that these remaining steps will be completed shortly and 
we can begin work in the Spring of 1998. 

Again, thank you for your inquiry.  The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

£, 

cc: 

Sincerely, 

 yt(A/»*Jb # 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number Is (410)- 
865-1000 

Toll Free Number 1 -688-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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Mr. Jeffrey Thornton 
Page Two " 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

, Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design 
1  State Highway Administration 

JMr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 
Highway Administration 

Mr. Charlie Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Mr. Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- October 22, 1997 - Serial #7414 
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10-22CJ, 2i-'?7 .03; 22PM SHfl RDMINISTRPlTOR ,410 333 1586 ^lua^p.g/?'*  ^ 

RECETVED 
X-Maaer.NCfveU0toupWise4.l i i ^ 
Date: Mon, 20 Get 1997 09:55:02 -0400 /UU    •»**,. 
From: PARRIS ^>Ti^«iin£ <GOVERNOR@gov.siaxe.ind.us>     y l *7^-/ / *i 
To: wiii5tcad@ciaikjict sg:a^!L,^iMiMM 
Subject aoisebanieriwqect-Foiwardfid    . m&ttffl®im*m 

Reoaved: from campiiBl Jidarchives.Btate.ind.us ([172.16.1. ID 
by maiLgov.siatejmLus<&aupTWse SMiy/M2ME<iaemQn 4.1 v3) 
; Sat, 18 Oct 97 09:11:33 EDT *+„ • 

Received: by cami)usl.mdarchives.state.ind.us; id AA17^S; Sat. 18 Oct 97 09:15:30 

Received: fiom smtp2.erols.com(205252J 16.102) by canipusl.mdardwes.state-md.us 
viasmap(3.2) 

id»naQ17636;Sat, 18 Oct 97 09:15:06 ^400 
Received: from jeffl-afokcom<gpg-tatl4el42.tfcJs com {207.172,49.142]) 

by sintp2erols.com (8.8.6/8.8.5) with SMTP id JAA14545 
for<govenior@gov.statejnd.TaS>;Sat> 18 Octi997 09^)8:14-0400 (EDT) 

Message»Id:<3.0J2.I9971018091209.006a5al4@pop.erols.com> 
X-SeiulerjefiEl@pop.era]s.oom<(jBveafied) 
X-Mailer Wmdcrwa Eudora Pro Veraion 3.0 (32). 
Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 09:13:31-0400 
From: Jeffiey TlioiBtoft<5effl@pop.eiols.com> 
To: govetxwi@gov.state.md.us • 
Subject: noise barrier project 
Mime-Version; 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain 
Content-Disposition: inline 

Governor Glendening- 
Gtwtmg, At our October 9,1997 dvic assodation meeting, I was mfoimed 

that woric on the noise bamer pwjectias been stopped with m reason 
given. Canyon infiMm us the reason for the work stoppage? Tlds bamer was 
to be construed along 1-95 besweea*heB/WPkwy andRt^50«Mts. 

Construction was to be started on September 15,1997 and completed in 90 
days. Ifs been WAY overdue and we-ase wy disappointed « if* progress. 

Thank you 
JeSxey Thornton 

• 



10-2OCT.21   '97    03:22PM SHA flDMINISTRPlTOR 410 333 1586 
^OSffiV^;* V 2 

THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE ^£|'J 

TO:   WIIilAMS 

FROM: I THORNTONi JBFIKEX 

LOG DAT?: 10/21/97 /dlW SERIAL#:  7414 

DATS: 10/21/97 

10/18/97 

RE: NOISE BHMER «<«** nai'!-»'>» ./w ****** WSPOW, BY-. IO,24/97 

AND RT 450 

y ass siss s ssss:: sssss « «* - 
GOVERNOR  (Note «?JSSf J!?^ SECRETARY' S RECEIPT,   SHOW [   3      REPLY DIRECTLY,   ACKNOWLEDGING SECRETAK*   a j^nwa^ 

ri     ^E?SR|E^^E FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 
I  \     PLEASE HANDLE" AS APPROPRIATE  

FOR USE BY RESPONSIBLE tlNTT 

ASSIGNED TO:    0 ^f)/1 t Cl(iQm^ 

SPECIAL INSTRUCnONS: 

/0 <sS£ ^<Q/^ 

FOR USE BY ASSIGNED ABEA 

mu ^^i-^^vJMefW 
'"^ (Name/Telephone/Dale) 

TYrrn^v-   ^-1(^7^^  
PROOFREAD BV:  — —  

RECORD OF INTERIM TELEPHONE RESPONSE 

reply deadline.) , • 

Name of Person Called: Date: _——- 
Written follow-up will be prepared byr 

• 

D-TSO-001 



From: [Jeffrey Thornton '<jeffl@pop.erols,com> 
To: Frederick Eisen <FEisen@sha.state.md.us> 
Date: 1/8/98 7:28pm 
Subject: Re: Follow-up to 10/22/97 'e' mail 

# 

Yes, I received that E letter from Mr. Winstead 
This is very good news, I will make a copy and dispense this information at 
tonight civic ass. meeting. 
Thank you 

JeffAt 09:23 AM 1/8/98 -0500, you wrote: 
>Dear Mr. Thornton: 
> 
> I am contacting you in an attempt to verify that you received an 'E' 
>mail from David L. Winstead.  The 'E' mail was forwrded to you towards 
>the end of October 1997.  The message was in responce to your inquiry 
>to the Governor concerning the delay in constructing the noise barrier for 
>your community.    Have you received the 'E' mail? 
> 
> As an update to the original 'E1 mail we offer the following:  The 
>contractor was issued a "Notice to Proceed" on December 22,  you 
>should see construction within the next few weeks (weather permitting). 
>If you have any additional questions please 'E' mail me at 
>feisen@sha.state.md.us or call (410) 545-8598. 
> 
> Thank you for your interest in our noise abatement program. 
> 
>Fred Eisen 
> 
> 
> 

v5?  . -^ 
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4fcS 
From: Frederick Eisen 
To: internet: jeffl@pop.erols.com 
Date: 1/8/98 9:23am 
Subject: Follow-up to 10/22/97 'e' mail 

Dear Mr. Thornton: 

I am contacting you in an attempt to verify that you received an 'E' 
mail from David L. Winstead.  The 'E' mail was forwrded to you towards the end 
of October 1997.  The message was in responce to your inquiry to the Governor 
concerning the delay in constructing the noise barrier for your community. 
Have you received the 'E' mail? 

As an update to the original 'E' mail we offer the following:  The 
contractor was issued a "Notice to Proceed" on December 22,  you should see 
construction within the next few weeks (weather permitting).  If you have any 
additional questions please 'E1 mail me at feisen@sha.state.md.us or call 
(410) 545-8598. 

Thank you for your interest in our noise abatement program. 

Fred Eisen 

CC: cadams,jhade,ptroll 
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^ . Parris N. Glendenlng 
Maryland Department of Transportation G•<•< 
The Secretary's Office David L Wlnstead 

Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

September 9, 1997 0l 

Mr. Thomas M. Trauth 
President 
Riverview Manor Community Association 
40 McPherson Road 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Dear Mr. Trauth 

Thank you for sending me a copy of your recent letter to Senator Astle regarding 
noise abatement along US 50. I share your concern over the impact of highway noise on the 
residents of the Riverview Manor community in Anne Arundel County. 

Your community was not previously eligible for a barrier because one could not have 
been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy. Since then the policy 
including the cost criterion has been revised. The State Highway Administration (SHA) is 
evaluating a number of communities to determine whether they are now eligible for .sound 
barriers. Riverview Manor is one of those communities. We anticipate we will have this 
work completed this Fall, and an SHA representative will contact you once the results are 
available. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. * 

Sincerely, 

Q^^jfrf 
David L Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator^ State Highway Administration 

My Mephons numBer 19410-865-1000 

TTY For the Peat {410) 866-1342 

Post Office Box 6755. Battimore/washlPSton international Airport, Maiyiand 21240-07S5 
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"i Mr. Thomas M. Trauth ''        f% 
^ Page Two Zp9J 

bcc:^   Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretaiy, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
\ Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Adiinistrator, SHA 
\ Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
•\ Noise Abatement Team, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT 
Revised by: Claire DeBakey 
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8-l<flUG 14  '97    li:02flM SHPl ADMINISTRnTOR 410 333 1586 4iua3«*^.#  ^ 

RECEIVED 
AUS is t997 Ay 

OF. TRANSPORTATION 

The Honorable Jolm C Astle LU ^pggPASB BSSSSWH 
PresidentialWing *£?%&&&'* SIG84JOT 
James Senate OfiBce Budding 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

RE:    Sound Barriere - Riverview Manor Community, Anne Arundel County, MD 

Dear Senator Astle: 

In April1QQ7, ^»rmiTiiTiiini^\pasreevaluatedtodetennme the need for sound barriers. The 
findings of Ais evaluation were pubia»d in The Wlson T. Ballard Company report prepared for the 
Maryland State Higlway Adraimstration dated May 1997, revised July 1997. Our community is 
designated as "Noise Sensitive Area C of this report. The report concludes that the noise levels in 
our area approach and exceed 66 decibels, thereby meeting the noise level criteria needed for our 
community to be eligible for sound barriere. It should be noted that this study was performed during 
the month ofApril between the hours of9:00a.m. and 1:00 ajn. These readings do not reflect the 
increased noise pollution caused by rush hour traffic or the weekend beach traffic traveling Rt 50 
between the months of May and September. 

Senator Astle, itis ny understanding that you are willing to write a joint letter with Delegates 
Bissett, Busch and dagett on our behalf in this regard. Our community has lost some of its oldest 
homes and residents due to the widening of RL 50: We have endured added noise and air pollution 
as well as an unsightly view ofthe highway fiomRwaview Avenue. Based on the findings of this 
report and the negative effect of widening RL 50 on our neighborhood, we would appreciate your 
assistance in our uigent request that Riverview Manor be given priority status for sound barriers. 

Thank you. 
Sincerely, 

^-^Tfaoms M. Trauth 
President, Riverview Manor Community Association 

cc:      David L. Winstead, Secretary Departnacnt of Transpoitarion 
Parker Williams, Administrator of MSHA 
Charlie Adams, Director of Environmental Design 
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^jjn. ^'i^-t^r^, 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

b 
September 16, 1997 

Ms. Kathy Villani-McGainey 
901 Essex Square 
Baltimore, MD 21221 

Dear Ms. Villani-McGainey: 

I am writing to you as a follow-up to our recent meeting held at your home regarding the pending 
highway noise studies for your neighborhood. I have enclosed a summary of our discussions and my 
understanding of the issues and your concerns. Also, I've outlined our proposed measurement strategy 
along with a plan showing the proposed testing sites as we discussed. 

Please review the information and let me know if you have any clarifications or additions. It was 
a pleasure to meet with you, and I look forward to our continuing cooperation in completing the studies. 
Please feel free to contact me, if you have any questions in the meantime. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth D. Polcak 

Environmental Specialist 
Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 

Enclosure 

Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. James D. Hade 
Ms. Linda Singer 
Mr. Dave Malkowski 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

x 
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^ MEMORANDUM OF MEETING September 16,1997 

Meeting Date:     September 11, 1997 

Location: 901 Essex Square 
Home of Ms. Kathy Villani-McGainey 

Participants:        Ken Polcak -      Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 
Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) 
Office of Environmental Design 
707 North Calvert St. C-305 
Balto., MD  21202 

Ms. Kathy Villani-McGainey - 
901 Essex Square 
Baltimore, MD  21221 

A meeting was held to discuss the issue of highway traffic noise in the area of Essex Road and 
Essex Square, located along the eastbound side of MD 702, east of the connection with the outer loop of 
the Baltimore Beltway (1-695) (also called the Windlass Freeway) and Mace Avenue. In addition, a 
discussion was held regarding plans for additional noise testing in the area. SHA and possibly consultant 
staff will be used in the noise testing program. 

The last noise testing performed in the neighborhood occurred approximately one year ago 
(September/October, 1996) and involved measurement of the noise level for 24-hours in the front yard of 
Ms. McGainey's home.   The results of that testing were discussed; noise levels from the highway were 
found to be below the 66 decibel (dBA) impact threshold, howeiver, because of the noise meter location, 
influence from local street traffic was suspected during some test intervals. An explanation was given on 
how the analysis of the data is conducted using both the average (Leq) level and the peak noise (Lmax), 
along with typical trends seen in highway noise data. Only Ms. McGainey's home was tested in the initial 
study in 1996. 

It was noted on the field visit that traffic on the ramp from the Windlass Freeway to eastbound 
MD 702 (closest to the community) was somewhat intermittenti Also, pass-bys of large trucks on the 
"flyover" ramp to the Beltway, and occasional bouncing of large trucks on the highway bridges in the area 
were reported as discernible individual events. These conditions were specifically cited by Ms. McGainey 
as an additional source of annoyance. A tour of the highway network was driven by the author following 
the field meeting and notes taken on possible sources of noise from pavement irregularities. The 
irregularities found appeared to be minor. Also, no "vehicle incidents" were noted during the approximate 
20-minute observation period. 

The ongoing reevaluation of SHA's noise policy was also discussed. Assessment of Ms. 
McGainey's neighborhood for eligibility for a noise barrier will be based on the revised policy and criteria. 
It was reported to Ms. McGainey that the revisions to the policy and criteria have made it somewhat "more 
inclusive", meaning that the noise level threshold has been reduced to 66 dBA , and the noise barrier cost 
limit has been raised to $50,000 per residence. 

It was agreed that an updated 24-hour noise measurement will be conducted at Ms. McGainey's 
home at a location away from the local street, and additional short-term (20-30 minute duration) testing 
will be conducted at representative locations indicated on the attached drawing/plan labeled Exhibit 1. As 
the studies progress, testing sites (in addition to those shown on Exhibit 1) may be added if deemed 
necessary to accurately establish the extent of noise impact. The short-term measurements will be made 
simultaneously with the 24-hour test. Any necessary adjustments to the short-term test results will be 

6 *1 



MEETING MEMORANDUM 2 '  i 
Meeting Date : September 11, 1997 

September 16,1997 

applied to assure that peak hour noise conditions are considered. These results will be used to determine 
the extent of noise impact in the subject community (i.e. which homes and how many have noise levels at 
or above 66 dBA). Ultimately, SHA will then determine if a noise barrier project would be warranted; if 
so, the dimensional requirements (length and height) and related costs for a possible noise barrier to 
provide substantial noise reduction at all identified impacted homes would then be determined. These 
factors of impact, potential effectiveness, and cost all must be weighed against the new revised noise 
policy. 

Discussion also touched on the effects of vegetation (leaves on the trees, etc.) on area noise levels. 
A copy of an SHA-produced "fact sheet" that discusses the effect of trees and other vegetation on noise 
propagation was provided to Ms. McGainey. A copy is attached as Exhibit 2. 

Specific locations to be included in the study to update noise levels are shown on Exhibit 1. The 
following presents the proposed steps and sequence of events for noise measurements in the Essex Square / 
Essex Avenue area: 

• conduct 24-hour noise measurement at 901 Essex Square (McGainey residence). 

• additional short-term measurements will be made at the end of Essex Ave. and other locations (as 
shown on Exhibit 1) during a time period of the day when noise levels are determined to be at their 
highest (based on the 24-hour measurement) and with the concurrence of Ms. McGainey. This will be 
done to determine the extent of noise impact for the rest of the homes in the community. Note that 
additional short-term testing sites may be added if deemed necessary. 

• noise testing will also be conducted at other selected locations along MD 702 in the area between 
Mace Ave. and Eastern Blvd. to determine average noise levels due to traffic on MD 702. These 
locations are shown on the map labeled as Exhibit 3. These measurements will be used in an initial 
screening of the remainder of the MD 702 corridor as shown, though the main focus of the study 
remains the Essex Ave./Essex Square community. Extra short-term testing sites may also be added if 
deemed necessary. 

• a complete report will be provided to Ms. McGainey outlining the procedures, rationale, and results of 
the studies and analysis work described in this memo. Previous measurement data will also be 
included for comparison purposes. 

• following the measurement studies, if warranted, a preliminary assessment of noise barrier 
effectiveness and cost will be conducted. A separate report documenting the noise barrier assessment 
would then be issued. 

Finally, the schedule for commencement of testing is set for the week of September 22,1997, 
weather pending. Should prevailing conditions related to wind or precipitation be outside the parameters 
of accepted practice, testing will be postponed to the next available day. 

Coordination and dialogue will be maintained between SHA and Ms. McGainey throughout the 
duration of this project. 

prepared by:        Ken Polcak 
Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 
Office of Environmental Design 
(410) 545-8601 
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FACT SHEET YSGETiTIOH ID HIGfflH NOISE # 

Question: Can vegetation such as trees, shrubs, tall grass, and 
other plants be effective in reducing highway traffic 
noise? 

Answer:   Yes, and No. 

Effective reduction of highway traffic noise means reduction that is perceived by the 
recipient as substantial. A reduction of less than 3 decibels (dBA) is generally not discemable 
by the average person. A reduction in noise level of 5 dBA is noticeable; a 10 dBA reduction is 
generally perceived as cutting the loudness of the noise in half and is usually considered a 
substantial reduction. 

Research has shewn that a 5 dBA reduction in noise can result from a stand of vegetation 
100 feet wide, xt$ to a maxunum reduction of 10 dBA from a stand at least 200 feet wide (as 
illustrated below). In addition, the following features must also exist: 

a mixture of low growth (shrubs, bushes, etc.) and tall mature trees of sufficient density 
so the highway cannot be seen. The low growth affects sound waves close to the ground, 
and the tall trees affect the sound waves higher above the ground; 

tree height is at least 15 feet above the line-of-sight (straight-line view between the 
houses and the highway); 

a reasonable mixture of deciduous and evergreen plants to maximize acoustical 
effectiveness in both winter and sunmer. 

ZOQieti- 

rr4*fr4*M*t*tU ftft 
Loudness Cut in Hall 

10 dB Reduction 

JL ^** 

Wo Noise Reduction (Psychological) 

Vegetation and Noise Reduction 

These types of vegetated areas are 
typically natural (not man-made) features. 
Such features are impractical to create or 
replace, requiring major expenditures and 
long lead times for the full screening 
and/or acoustical benefits to be realized. 
These natural buffer zones should be 
preserved whenever possible. 

In practical terms, one or more 
rows of trees planted along a highway 
offer more of a psychological benefit (the 
"out-of-sight, out-of-mind" phenomena) 
than substantial noise reduction. Some 
reduction in the range of 2-3 dBA may be 
obtained from evergreen plantings if they 

are sufficiently dense and high enough to affect both low and high elevation sound paths. This 
reduction is however, negligible from an acoustical standpoint. 

The reason for the 10 dBA noise reduction limit is that some sound paths which pass over 
the tops of the trees are frequently scattered or bent back down to the ground by wind and 
temperature conditions. These paths of sound are unaffected by the trees and contribute to some 
degree to the overall noise level. Ultimately, this results in a "lower limit" to the total 
sound reduction that can be realized from the vegetated area. 
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10 Maryiand Department of Transportation Governor 
The Secretary's Office A/       David L. Wlnstead 

'l' Secretary 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

October 30, 1997 

Mr. Frank Vispo 
6024 Auth Road 
Camp Springs MD 20746 

Dear Mr. Vispo: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Senator Barbara Mikulski regarding highway 
traffic noise along 1-495 in the Camp Springs area of Prince George's County. Senator 
Mikulski received your letter and asked me to respond directly to you. 

Your community was not previously eligible for a barrier because one could not have 
been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy.  Since then the policy 
including the cost criterion has been revised. The State Highway Administration (SHA) is 
evaluating a number of communities to determine whether they are now eligible for sound 
barriers; yours is one of those communities. We anticipate we will have this work completed 
this Fall, and an SHA representative will contact you once the results are available. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

i4t 

)avid L. Win stead 
Secretary 

cc:       The Honorable Barbara A. Mikulski:, Member,1 United States Senate 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

865-1000 
My telephone number Is (4-lO)-  

Ton Freo Number l-68S-713-t414 TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 
Post Offlco Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



Mr. Frank Vispo Vf 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration b      3 

Ms  Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration •        • 

Mr James Hade  Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 
Mate Highway Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 
Highway Administration 

Mr. Charlie Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Mr. Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - October 20, 1997 - Serial #9394 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\VISPMIKU.DLW      00/00/00 0:00 AM 
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t rRAHK VT3PO 
6024 aura RoajL   -A-A, 
CMiE  SBRISGS MD-   20746 
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THE HOHOBaBLE BARBa»a. A.  MlKOI^KI 
THE UMlTfiD  SOftSCES SEHM31 
W&SHINGTOSr  D-.C   20510    , 

DB2UR.  SEStXTOR,   

THIS IS A BEOOBSI ««'««« AFFIHairW ACI^OS 10 BWB « STAIB 

or MttSLWD snu » msosKemL HOXSE BSSBIER *M»e IHTERSTATE 

dS/IBTEBSTMSl 49S WHCH IS SJMEST TO Wt SFOPBKK. 

O^R a, YBMS ME COHEKIAI. IRDCK TOaFFIC BAS  ISCW5ASE0 

BXPOSEHTIAI^-  ALONG WITH COMPWTEW OWEGDMM SWTIOFHMEHTAL 

SOXSE POLOTIOH- TBE maomsL Kas.NntMi ant. M TKS 

^CATION AVERTS'SMD BOW.UO ».  COWIKOOUSI* ***** ^AY- 

JHE EMVIBO.WEHTM. USB *OL0TIGH HAS BBACBBD K IHTOWAB^ 

Ota ABO  IHCBBASESDAIK AS Tffi CCMBll ««« IB^TO ^ 

PBBMITED TO OPKRATO WITS COMPLm/ABOSIOTB.* HO. BBOMIKiai. 

MH^OW.   THIS IS AK •X»* "«« «» "« »««»««• 
H, HAVIHG AN smOBBMENTAL NOISE BttMER CONSTMCIED AMN6 

t^^STATE 95/mERSIME "495 TO BDFfSR SOME Of THE OBIRBSIVE 

jMB ECCBSSIVE SOISE BOMTION AT THIS UXSX1W. 

SINCERELY, 

EBSMK VISPO 
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BARBARA A. MIKULSKI 
MARYUNO 

COMMinEEE: 

APPNOFRlATlONS 

i^eofl AMO UUMAM ReeooacKs 

Bnitd States Senate 
WA6HIN6T0N, DC 20610-3003 

RECEIVED 

[^^ vt 

IN REPLY PU*9t wren 
TOtfFKllNBCATEIk 

• 

weAO TMSI CEMIBJ. SUITE ass 
aot 6. wrr STREET 

uioisaa-wio 

(0 WEST STREET. SUITG 10! 
ANNAFOUS. MO "mv*-* 

(ilBlZSJ-IMS 

BATIMMIE l«012»»W80 

SB5B BALTIMOBE AVgNUt SUHE ZOB 
COUMEPAmLMDlDro-lM   • 

St WEST WASHINGTOM STRECT 

HoCSIWTOWKMOJTJiB 
(lOHTST-SEM 

ElitTElLeUHfilNSfi 
HOI OBM6WTOW BB1VC 

£AUS8U|rr. MO 21M14A* 

f 
October 3, (JjjS'iB 897 , 

^t^Departm^t of Tran^ortation 
p O.  BOX 7966 
BWI Airport/ Maryland 21240 

Dear Secretary wtastead: 
,.    -^   *  * '-,artier from o-ur constituent,   Fraiik 

v^S^iS^^icr a6^ barrier along interatata 

iSSfSSSid «Se*ly to Mr. vispo. 
K^ ^ !„ advance *or your pro^t co^ideration of hxs 

request. 

Sincerely^ 

HAM: tad 

Enclosure 

t 
jyifi** 

Barbara A. Mikuleki 
United Stoates Senator   • 

$ 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

September 4, 1997 

Mr. Frank Vispo 
6024 Auth Road 
Camp Springs, MD 20746 

Dear Mr. Vispo: 

I am enclosing a copy of the report on highway traffic noise level measurements recently completed in 
your neighborhood adjacent to the Capital Beltway 1-495/95. The report summarizes the results and analysis 
procedures, and includes an extensive appendix. The appendix contains the actual data printouts from the 
monitoring devices, site diagrams, and photos showing where the noise measurements were taken. 

As you may remember from prior correspondence, there are a number of communities identified in Prince 
George's County that are being reevaluated for eligibility for noise barriers in light of the new noise policy. The 
data we have provided here will be used as part of the ongoing reevaluation of your community. We will continue 
to keep you updated periodically on our progress. 

If you have any questions or comments on the information contained in the enclosed report, please feel 
free to call me at (410) 545-8601. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth D. Polcak 
Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 

Enclosures 
cc: Noise Abatement Team 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street •Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Maryland Department of Transportation SU•G,endenin9 

'       The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 

July 22, 1997 Secretary 
A John D. Porcari 

• j 0 Deputy Secretary 

Mr. Frank Vispo 
6024 Auth Road 
Camp Springs MD 20746 

Dear Mr. Vispo: 

Thank you for your recent letters to Governor Glendening and State Highway 
Administrator Parker F. Williams regarding highway traffic noise along 1-495 in the Camp 
Springs area of Prince George's County. I certainly appreciate your concern and want to 
give you an update on the progress of our work on this issue as it relates to your area. 

A noise level evaluation was conducted a number of years ago and at that time a noise 
barrier was not justified based on our cost criteria. Our policy for sound barriers has 
undergone a number of revisions which could potentially affect the eligibility of some 
communities which did not qualify under the previous policy. A new analysis will be 
initiated, the details of which will be discussed and coordinated with you by the State 
Highway Administration (SHA) staff. 

There are a number of communities identified in Prince George's County that 
continue to be affected by traffic noise.  We are reevaluating all communities that did not 
previously qualify for noise barriers, with the intent to assess these areas under the new 
policy.  We anticipate the analyses and review will be completed by the Fall of this year, at 
which time we will contact you with the results. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you 
need any additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 
410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

^v*^ }r\A)vA«itotf 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

The Honorable Kathleen Kennedy-Town send, Lt. Governor, State of Maryland 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (410)- 865-1000  

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baftimore-Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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Mr. Frank Vispo 
Page Two 

bcc: K3LJM£JS3^& Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

xsr 



ALBERT R. WYNN 
4TH DISTRICT, MARYLAND 

DEPUTY DEMOCRATIC WHIP 

COMMITTEE 

COMMERCE 

o^ ?Q 
WASHINGTON OFFICE 

S10 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS, TRADE 
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 

ENERGY AND POWER 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-2004 

August 13, 1997.. 

Mr. Charlie Adams 
Director of Environmental Design 
Maryland State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

• 407 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BLDG. 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-2004 
(2021 225-8699 
Web site: http://www.house.gov/wynn/ 

DISTRICT OFFICES 

• 9200 BASIL COURT, #316 
SPRINGDALE, MD 20774 
(3011773-4094 

• 8601 GEORGIA AVENUE, #201 
SILVER SPRING, MD 20910 
(301)588-7328 

• 6009 OXON HILL FIOAO 

OXON HILL, MD.20745 
(301)839-5570 

Enclosed please find a letter I received from one of my constituents, Mr. Frank Vispo, 
expressing his concerns about noise along I-95/I-495 near Auth Road in Camp Springs, 
Maryland. It is his contention that the noise pollution level in this area exceeds 120 decibels 
each day. 

% 

I am sure you would agree that excessive noise at homes near the Beltway can be a 
serious problem for residents. I would like to ask you to investigate Mr. Vispo's concerns to 
determine if a sound barrier is needed at this location, and if so, please advise me of the steps 
necessary to begin the construction of a barrier. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my Legislative Director, Claudia 
Arko, at (202) 225-8699. Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Albert R. Wynn, (f 
Member of Congress 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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THE   HONORABLE  ALBERT   ROSSELL  WYNN 
THE   HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON,    D.C.    20510 

\U^L 
VUL o8 « 

PRANK VISPO 
6024 AUTH ROAD 
CAMP SPRINGS MD. 2074 6 
JULY 2, 1997 

«) 
A\ 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN, 

THIS IS A REQUEST FOR YOUR AFFIRMATIVE ACTION TO HAVE THE STATE 

OF MARYLAND BUILD AN EVIRONMENTAL NOISE BARRIER ALONG INTERSTATE 

95/INTERSTATE 4 95 WHICH IS AJACENT TO MY PROPERTY. 

OVER THE YEARS THE COMERCIAL TRUCK TRAFFIC HAS INCREASED 

EXPONENTIALLY, ALONG WITH COMPLETELY UNREGULATED ENVIORNMENTAL 

NOISE POLUTION. THE ENVIRONMENTAL NOISE POLUTION LEVEL AT THIS 

LOCATION AVERAGES AND EXCEEDS L20 DB. CONTINUOUSLY EVERY DAY. 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL NOISE POLUTION HAS REACHED AN INTOLERABLE 

LEVEL AND INCREASES DAILY AS THE COMERCIAL TRUCK TRAFFIC IS 

PERMITED TO OPERATE WITH COMPLETE/ABOSLUTELY NO RESPONSIBILITY. 

THEREFORE, THIS IS AN URGENT REQUEST FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION 

IN HAVING AN ENVIORNMENTAL NOISE BARRIER CONSTRUCTED ALONG 

INTERSTATE 95/INTERSTATE 4 95 TO BUFFER SOME OF THE OBTRUSIVE 

AND EXCESSIVE NOISE POLUTION AT THIS LOCATTOt?. 

• 

.NCERELY, % 

FRANK VISPO 
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The Honorable Albert R. Wynn 
407 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington DC 20515-2004 

Dear Representative Wynn: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding Mr. Frank Vispo's concerns about highway 
traffic noise along 1-495 in the Camp Springs area of Prince George's County. I share your 
concern over the impact of highway noise on the quality of life enjoyed by your constituents. 

A noise level re-evaluation was conducted in Mr. Vispo's community in July. The 
initial steps in processing the raw data of these analyses have been performed. The analysis 
process should be completed within a month and a State Highway Administration (SHA) 
representative will contact you and Mr. Vispo with the results. 

A number of communities that experience traffic noise impacts similar to the Camp 
Springs area are presently being evaluated and reviewed by SHA. Once these analyses are 
finished, a priority list will be established for those communities where noise barriers are 
determined to be warranted. We anticipate that this review will be concluded by the end of this 
summer and we will contact you with the results as they become available. 

Thank you for your interest in this issue. In the meantime, if you should have any 
other questions or concerns on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 



Mr. Frank Vispo {*\V 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. James D. Hade, Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway 
Administration 

Noise Abatement Team 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - August 25, 1997 
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;    Maryland Department of Tmnsportation a"^ G,endenin9 

7       The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Y 
John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

July 22, 1997 

ft.iw 

Mr. George E. Warf, m        fa   %& ^.jJ "      ,     , ,  IJ {%$) 
14 Second Street ^^"^'MH        ,    I    *Wr f 
Annapolis MD 21401 tfffife-'^     C^*   ^ 

Dear Mr. Ward: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening regarding noise originating 
from US 50.  The Governor asked me to respond on his behalf. 

The funds allocated by the Federal Highway Administration to the State for highway 
construction are not restricted specifically to the noise abatement program. Each state must 
determine how to best spend these Federal dollars. The State Highway Administration 
(SHA) works closely with the counties in this regard to develop project priorities. The 
recent decision to appropriate funds for noise barrier construction is for projects which were 
identified long ago as qualifying under the SHA's noise policy. Until now, funding was not 
available. 

A provision of SHA's noise policy requires that each community in a project area 
must have predated the Federal approval for the location and design of the highway project. 
In a letter to you dated December 4, 1997, Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of SHA's Office 
of Environmental Design, explained that the Greenwood Acres community did not meet this 
policy criterion.  The developer was also notified of this fact.  Although it may appear the 
noise wall in this area is not complete because a gap exists at your community, in reality, the 
project is complete and consists of two separate barriers which were built to protect eligible 
communities. 

You noted the speed limit on US 50 had been increased to 65 mph.  When the 
environmental studies were performed, the predicted noise levels were based on a vehicle 
speed of 65 mph.  In general, the increase in noise between 55 mph and 65 mph is 
negligible. 

The noise policy is currently undergoing a re-evaluation to determine if it is still 
appropriate to meet today's traffic conditions and environmental concerns. The Greenwood 
Acres community will be reviewed in light of any policy changes.  This analysis will be 
completed by early Fall, at which time you will be notified of the results. 

My telephone number is (410)- 865-1000  

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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Mr. George E. Ward, III i^jf 
Page Two ^ 

Again, thank you for your letter.  The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Adams, 
who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

'^Uk/JStf 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 



Mr. George E. Ward, III 
Page Three ll 

bcc:    Mr. Paul Amstrong, District Engineer, SHA 
^MfrJanies jfiafle.JEnvironmental Design, SHA 

• 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

0 O. James Lighthizar 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

MAA VLAND DCPAKTMCNT or nAMFMTATtOM 
STATC M16HWAT ADMIMglftAllON 
it* Dtraox moHWAV 
AMNArOLIS.  MADYLANO   11401 

Joseph Geckle 
Project Engineer 
MD State Highway Admin. 
AA-315-502-572 
January 14. 1994 

•• 
Greenwood Acres 
Project Manager 
("Gene^GogoTTnagQ 

Please be advised that there are no plans to construct a noise 
abatement wall system for the community of Greenwood Acres, 
currently under construction, on second street in Anne Arundel 
County. A section of the noise abatement wall system for the 
existing community of North River Forest shall extend approximately 
300 feet east of South Haven Road. This wall however is neither 
designed nor anticipated to provide any noise abatement for the 
Greenwood Acres community. Plans for the noise barrier systems 
Icurrently under construction may be reviewed at our field office on 
Harry Truman Parkway. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph Geckle 

cc: F.Eisen - Hwy. design 
B.Davitt - Area Eng. 

My telephorwnumberl« (410)  841-5450 

Tttotypawrttar for lenpalrad Hearing or Spooeh 
383-7SS5 Baltimore Metro • 565-0451 D.C. Metro • 1.800-492.5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 
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^>        RECMVED 

^ 

^\o 
JUN25t987  "j      RECEIVED 

June Sls  1997. BEPJUtt SaftJ'ARY JIM 23 I??? 

Honorable Parri» N-  Slondoning • W^MtBH^mffiCf^C 
QoverTtor, State Of MarylMid ; ^^w^atm^iEfc 
100 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 8140! 

D»ar Governor s •.     ' 

I.have just one question and X hope you will address the 
problem yourself ana not Just snift gears and 9*n0 m; dwL.«« 
adfliinistration line. I understand! that money has become 
available through the federal gavernment for the construction of 
sound barrier walls. I would assume that the rest^tion^form 
the federal government for the sound barriers are that funds be 
used on new projects. While this way i be eo, there is still an 
unfinished sound barrier wall on R» 59 *est bound, justJJ-tjn 
Rt* 9? Anne Arundel County. The sound barrier wall lSJ"^*:5•!" 
1/10 of a mil. of being completed. the wail was started ther, 
stopped with a 1/10 of .- mile gap and. then started once «gain, 
stopping some two miles further west at the south river. The 
State Roads Cammission has given mo detailed information aft to 
why the project was not completed. But one thing remains, it 
Sppeara that this current •dministration-is roopon.iblo for this 
SlSnSer and not the last to the public. The first words from 
people are why wasn't the sound barrier;; wa 11 ewj;*^- .•. *J£ 
next words are 1 guess this is another one of the administrations 
prajBCts not completed. .    .   |   . | 

The residents of Anne Arundel Couhty observed on television 
that the state had received money for such projects but a*t£suai 
the monly wSs shifted to other counties;. As you have raised the 
aneed limit to 65 UPH the noise. Is^ei in our community has become 
*imSst unbearable. If your psopie are listening, it wottld be 
SiSn5 a greater ^ews media eSent if [this administration .would 
finish this project, and have a dedication, plus post a Sign to 
tell the thSSmS. of vehicles that pass by this area that the 
Q^lrnor il cSn?erned not only allowing a higher speed limlt but 
tTprotect communities such as the Qreenwood Acres that Jorder 
the highways. I know that our former Governor would not pass up a 
„»ws medirevent like this. Just think of the ^l«ge on.;could 
get from this. One thing is for sure, all the help one can get 
for  the    next four years    ift .important.      The    residents of,.   Anne 
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Arundel County would realise that not all the money is being; sent      hD 
to other    counties.      The community of    Greenwood Acres    would  be 
indebted   to you for  ever     and  the   thousands of  everyday mo tor xate 
would see some good coming from this administration.    Please help 
us with our   1/10 ot  a mile noise barrier   problem. 

Sinceraly 

George E. Ward 
14 Second Street 
Annapolis, Md S1401 
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Mr. John B. Watkins 
8308 Carrbridge Circle 
Baltimore MD 21204 

Dear Mr. Watkins: 

Thank you for your letter relating your continuing concerns with the design and 
construction of noise barriers along the Baltimore Beltway, between Joppa and Thornton 
Roads in Baltimore, County. Let me clarify some of the confusion over the length of barrier 
required to protect impacted homes in Village Green and how this relates to the Trinity 
Church. 

There have been concerns raised that the State has made an agreement with the Trinity 
Church to shorten the noise barrier because the church does not want the barrier to block the 
view to the church from the beltway. This is not true. In relationship to the Trinity Church 
property, the barrier will only be long enough to provide the protection needed. 

State Highway Administration (SHA) representatives have met with your community and 
heard your concerns. This input is helping us to finalize the barrier options for your community. 
SHA is planning to hold a follow-up informational meeting on this project in July.  The design 

phase for this barrier is scheduled to be completed in November with construction of the project 
beginning in the Spring of 1998 Construction should take about a year and a half to complete. 

Thank you for your continuing interest in this project. If you should have any further 
questions or concerns, call Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design at 
(410)545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 



bcc:     Noise Abatement Team File, State Highway Administration iHr 

prepared by : P. Troll - 06/26/97 
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Mr. John B. Watkins 
8308 Carrbridge Circle 
Baltimore MD 21204 

Dear Mr. Watkins: 

Thank you for your letter relating your continuing concerns with the design and 
construction of noise barriers along the Baltimore Beltway, between Joppa and Thornton Roads 
in Baltimore, County. Let me clarify some of the confusion over the length of barrier required 
to protect impacted homes in Village Green and how this relates to the Trinity Church. 

There have been concerns raised that the State has made an agreement with the Trinity 
Church to shorten the noise barrier because the church does not want the barrier to block the 
view to the church from the beltway. This is not true. In relationship to the Trinity Church 
property, the barrier will only be long enough to provide the protection needed. 

The input we have received from you and your fellow concerned citizens is helping us 
to finalize the barrier options for your community. The active participation of communities 
enables us to work together to improve the quality of life for our fellow citizens for today and 
in the future. The State Highway Administration (SHA) is planning on holding a follow-up 
informational meeting on this project in July. The design phase for this barrier is scheduled to 
be completed in November with construction of the project beginning in the Spring of 1998 
Construction should take about a year and a half to complete. 

Thank you for your continuing interest in this project. If you should have any further 
questions or concerns, call Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design at 
(410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
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Mr. John B. Watkins 
8308 Carrbridge Circle 
Baltimore MD 21204 

Dear Mr. Watkins: 

Thank you for your letter relating your continuing concerns with the design and 
construction of noise barriers along the Baltimore Beltway, between Joppa and Thornton Roads 
in Baltimore, County. 

The first issue is the length of barrier which would be required to protect impacted 
homes in Village Green and how this relates to the Trinity Church. Sound barriers are 
designed to provide protection to exterior noise-sensitive land uses, such as residences or 
schools. Where such a use is not present, we consider the degree to which highway noise 
affects interior uses of buildings. In the case of the Village Green area, the limits of the sound 
barrier presented at the April 17 community meeting were based upon protecting those 
residences which would experience noise levels of 66 decibels or greater in the year 2020. 

It is important to note that this sound barrier project involves the advance construction 
of barriers, based upon the State's plans for ftiture expansion of this section of the beltway. 
Noise level impact is therefore based upon projected noise levels from the number of lanes that 
will exist on the highway in a design year in the future and the amount of traffic that these 
lanes will carry. Existing noise levels are measured to give us an idea of the extent of impact 
today and to help us calibrate the computer model which we use to predict future noise levels. 
This sound barrier will be designed to extend far enough along the highway to meet our noise 

reduction goals. In relationship to the Trinity Church property, the barrier will only be long 
enough to provide the protection needed. 

There have been concerns raised that the State has made an agreement with the Trinity 
Church to shorten the sound barrier because the church does not want the barrier to block the 
view to the church from the beltway.  This is not true.  The preliminary design was based 
upon the length needed to protect the residences in Village Green that were identified as being 
impacted. The preliminary design information presented at the first community meeting did 
not show any noise reduction at the Trinity Church because we did not identify this location as 
having an exterior noise-sensitive use. There have been no exceptions made for any other 
houses of worship. Decisions to provide sound barriers in other areas have been based upon 
the presence of exterior noise-sensitive uses and the property owner's desire for the noise wall. 

% 



Mr. John B. Watkins 
Page Two 

The design for the barrier is underway and is scheduled to be completed in November. 
Construction of the project should begin in the Spring of 1998 and take about a year and a half to 
complete. 

Thank you for your continuing interest in this project. I hope this information helps to 
clarify some of the confusion. If you should have any further questions or concerns, call Mr. 
Charles Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

# cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway ^ 
Administration' 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

# 
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John B. WaHdns RECEIVED 
8308 Carrbridge Circle 

Baltimore, Maryland 21204 Afft    21 1097 
^ (410)321-1591 rj**,! 

SECRETARY DEPARTMENT 
LANDSCAPE                                     April 18,1997   !                      OF TRAN8Pq.RTATIOiV 

ARCHITieTURE BIViSlON <  
jOJ^iMfi*— 

Secretaiy David LWinstead «*« BSSSOigJ-- 

p.o. BOX 8755 ^r&a^£^s^ 
BWIAirport .. . Cb****^ 
Baltimore, Maiyland 21240-0755 .«•••• 

Dear Mr. instead: 

I am writing to express my continuing concern and frustration with the 
inexcusable delay in the design acid constxuetion of noise baniers along 1-9571-83 between 
Thomlon Road and Joppa Road in Baltimore, County. I attended a meeting last mght at 
Rideiwood Elementary School relating to the current status of this project We in the Village 
Green community simply will not tolaaie any further delays in this fiindsd project We urge you 
to do evexythmg in your powarto expedite matters. 

Secondly, 1 was shocked to learn that the current plan provides for no noise 
baniers between the Beltwayand the Trimly Church (mduding its parking lot). Such a design 
would substantially reduce ftie benefit to our community of the noise barriers. There were 
reports at last night's meetinfcthatthe.Trinity Church wants the "impressive size" of its building 
•A ^S? paririnff lot visible from the Beltway. If true* this is outrageous. Our community 
already has had to endure the additional Beltway noise caused by the loss of trees when the 
Trinity Church expanded its parking lot a few years ago. Now, perhaps due to the Trinity 
Church's opposition and influence with political leaders, we may not have the benefit of noise 
barriers that almost everyone else along the Beltway seems to have. 

I ask that you respond specifically to the concems raised in this letter and provide 
a projected schedule for the' completion of the desiga and constnietion of the noise barriers. 

, truly yours, 

>hnB.Watkins 

cc: The Honorable Barbara A. Hoffman 

BALT;9 647/1 



6-2JUN.25  '97    01.: 11PM SHfl ADMINISTRATOR 410 333 1586 4lOS^£jyf;# 1/ B 

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE 

REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF CORRESPONDENCE 
# 

LOG DATE:   04/21/97   /slv    SERIAL#:K-!'-7530 

*> 

DATE:, 04/23/97 
* *    *^ *. 

TO;    WII*LIAM3 

FROM:  WatKin, John   04/16/97 

RE: CONCERN AND FRUSTRATION WITH INEXCUSABLE DELAY     RESPOND BY: 04/30/97 
IN THE DESIGN/CONSTRCOTION OF SOUND BARRIERS 195 

rXl  PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE 
.[ ]  PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE ON BEHALF OF 

GOVERNOR (Note Governor as cc>  
[ ]  REPLY DIRECTLY, ACKNOWLEDGING SECRETARY'S RECEIPT, SHOW 

CC TO SECRETARY 
[ ]  PREPARE RESPONSE FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 
[ ]  PLEASE HANDLE AS APPROPRIATE   

FOR USE BY RESPONSIBLE UNIT 

K4?I%>'97,4 ASSIGNED TO:       ^JUUJiJLI ^   ^JLXJUl* >V^      ,     Jfflh 7  ^"^ /   / A 
TO BE RETUBNED TO ADMINISTRATOR'S OFHCE BY: ., (J) CV /• Y I  JJ 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: \ 

XtrStt TTQP TiV ASSIGNED AREA L/ FOR USE BY ASSIGNED AREA 

RESPONSE PREPARED BY:  
(Name / Telephone / Date) 

TYPED BY: _ 
PROOFREAD BY:  

RECORD OF INTERIM TELEPHONE RESPONSE 

(You can- buy yourself some additional time in preparing a written reply by telephoning the 
constituent, explaining what's happening, and indicating when he/she may expect a formal 
reply. Please fill this portion and mail back the yellow sheet IO obtain an extension on your 
rpply deadline.) 

Name of Person Called: _______ 
Written follow-up will be prepared by:. 

Date: 

# 



Parris N. Glendening 

Maryland Department of Transportation w       Governor 
XlTO David L. Wlnstead 

The Secretary's Office ^ Secretary 

- ' Thomas L. Osborne 
Deputy Secretary 

February 24,1997 

Mr. John B. Watkins 
8308 Carrbridge Circle 
Baltimore MD 21204 

Dear Mr. Watkins: 

Thank you for your letter about the design and construction of noise barriers along 
the Baltimore Beltway, 1-695, between Joppa and Thornton Roads.  I appreciate the 
opportunity to respond to your concerns. 

The design for these barriers is underway and is on schedule to be completed this 
Fall. This schedule was established last year when State funding for the project was 
approved. The design has not been delayed. Construction of the project should begin in the 
Spring of 1998 and will take about one year to complete. 

You mentioned you had heard the project was being delayed as a result of opposition 
from the Trinity Church. The State Highway Administration's (SHA) Office of 
Environmental Design has been in contact with Mr. Clement D. Erhardt, Jr. from your 
community about this issue. The SHA has advised me it has not received any formal 
opposition to the barrier from the church. Preliminary design details for the barriers are now 
being finalized and will be presented at a community meeting this Spring. This meeting will 
be scheduled through Mr. Erhardt. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any questions prior to the meeting, 
please feel free to call Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, at 
(410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

^MJLLW^^- 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (410)- 865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
A 
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Mr. John B. Watkins W* 
Page Two ^ 

bcc:    Ms. Leslie Frelow, Special Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department 
J of Transportation 

v/Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. David J. Malkowski, District Engineer, SHA 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

t) $ 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

August 25, 1997 

Mr. Lance Whitney 
Chairman of the Board 
The Compassion Center 
4700 Erie Street 
College Park MD 20740 

Dear Mr. Whitney: 

This letter is a follow up to your letter to me about a sound barrier for the 
Compassion Center located adjacent to US 1 in College Park.  I enjoyed meeting with 
Ms. Diana Guetzkow in July to see first hand the plans that you have. 

Your planned center is unique with respect to the State's sound barrier policy, 
in that it is not yet in use.  Our policy was developed to address existing noise sensitive 
land uses.  As I explained to Ms. Guetzkow, we will review this situation to determine 
if our revised policy applies.  We are re-examining a number of requests for sound 
barriers to determine which, if any, may qualify under the revised policy.  I anticipate 
that we will be able to get back to you with an answer in October. 

A copy of the State sound barrier policy is enclosed for your information.  If 
you have any questions, please feel free to call me at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

/ My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland,21202, 

am 



Mary/and Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

July 30, 1997 

Mr. Wolfgang L. Wiese 
8229 Stone Trail Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Mr. Wiese: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Transportation Secretary David Winstead 
regarding highway traffic noise along 1-495 in the Carderock Springs community in 
Montgomery County.  The Secretary appreciates your concern and asked me to update you 
on the progress of our work on this issue. 

A number of communities have been identified in Montgomery County as being 
affected by traffic noise which previously did not meet our criteria for a sound barrier.  We 
are evaluating the communities in the 1-270 spurs and 1-495 "triangle" in light of our new 
noise policy, which was adopted in December of 1996.  These analyses will be completed by 
the end of the Summer.  We will let you know the results as soon as they are available.  A 
copy of the new noise policy is enclosed for you information. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Adams, our Director of Environmental 
Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

r Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Environmental Design, 

State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. Wolfgang L. Wiese 
July 30, 1997 
Page Two 612. 

bcc:   te^^^Hade^Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation (SER. 8515) 



Partis N. Gtendenlng 

Maryland Department of Transportation •*»«" 
Thesicrata^Ofnce .3 Da^JdL. Winslead 

J John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

September 19, 1997 

Mr. Wesley A.'Wilde 
240 Kirkley Road 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Dear Mr. Wilde: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening regarding noise abatement 
along US 50. The Governor appreciates your concern over the impact of highway noise on 
the residents of the Weems Creek/Kirkley Road community, in Anne Arundel County, and 
asked me to respond on his behalf, 

Your community was not previously eligible for a barrier because predicted house 
level impacts were below our impact threshold as defined in our prior noise policy. That 
policy has been revised, and the State Highway Administration (SHA) is evaluatog a number 
of communities to determine whether they are now eligible for sound barriers. Youjs is one 
of those communities. We anticipate this work will be completed this Fall, and an SHA 
representative will contact you once the results are available. 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write. If youneed 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Chiles 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design,,v/ho may be reached at 410-54a-«54U. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephorw number Is 410-865-1000 
TTY For Uv> Daat: (410) 865.1342 

Post Offles Box 8753, Baftlmore/WaeHrigton tntemattonal Airport. Maryland 212404)755 



£      Mr. Wesley A. Wilde 
'^*      Page Two 

;^1 

,     v    c^rPtarv Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 

JMS. Noise Abaten** Tean, Uader, SHA 
^Noise Abatement Team, SHA 

Dnfted by: PhUip 1*0. OED/LAD/NAT - SEFIBW** «" 
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Dear Governor Glendening: SECRETARY DEPARTMEitt"       "0V^^R'S OFF/np 
OF TRANSPOar-iTio^       , 

We live in the Weems Creek/ Kirkley Road conukunity in Aoaapolis, in close proximity to US 
Route 50. For the post two years we have been working with the Maryland State Highway 
Administration (MSHA) to have sound barriers constructed along ouz stretch of Route 50, Back 
in April, the MSHA conducted a noise study of our area and a couple of other areas nearby. The 
title of the study is, "Ambient Noise Measurements US50, Riverview Manor and Lindamoor 

-      Communities," dated May 1997 - revised July 1997. The study concludes that we meet the 
eligibility criteria to have sound barriers erected. That's the good news. The other news is that 
we will need your leadership and assistance to help get the sound barriers up! We understand 
from Charlie Adams, Director of the Office of Environmental Design, MSHA, that his office is 
in the process of prioritising criteria and areas which will lead to a list of the commumtiey 
eligible for sound bairiers. A recent lead smry m the. Capital, copy enclosed, certainly poiats out 
that our community should be a top priority for sound b&nicrs. 

Please help us •• it's also a safety issue. There is nothing more than a chain link fence between 
us and the busy highway. The police have been notified on several occasions about transient 
people walking up from the highway, through the fence and onto private properties. 

We would very much appreciaie your support to help bring the sound barriers to our community. 
Please let Charlie Adams of the MSHA, tel. (410)545-8640, know that you support our concerns 
and that you expect to see the barriers erected in the near future. 

Thank you very much for your rime and effort on pur behalf with respect to this important 
matter.. 

% 

• 

Sincerely, 4) 

enclosure 
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OFFICE Of THIS GOVERNOR 
MAIL I'ORM 

IMCTPI irrioMc;. pieasa invasfiaata tha attached and take whatever action Is necessary to respond to our constituent 
^«msCTWh6n compK »*.«flM W* W,**1* to ^ un,t lrKJiCatSd b8l0W• "soTlf there are any quasttana as to how to respond, please call tha unit listed below. 

LID:   41670 
RecalveDate:   9/3/37 
Assign Data:   8/27/97 

Deadline Date:   9/17/87 
Name:    Wesley A. Wilde 

240 KlrKley Road 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

RECEIVED 
at * m 

tr. in I i 
^FIRANSPDRTATIQM /  ?; 

Subject:     SOUND BARRIER REQUE     Deaolptlon: ^suesteconatnictlon of sound barriers on Route 50 near 

Agency:     MOOT Unit;   DSI $ 

RE-DIRECT   INFORMATION 
If the resoonsa to this correspondenoa should be handled by another agency, please complete 
the following information and forward the completed form and the correspondenea to the proper 
agency. Also, copy the completed form and sand the copy to the unit Inolcated above. 

Re-Directeci to: 

Date: ___ 

f 

s. 



4 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: The Honorable D^id L. Wii>/tead 
Secretary 

FROM: Parker F. WilliaW 
Administrator 

DATE: December 2, 1997 

SUBJECT:     Joint Chairman's Report 
Recycled Tires in Noise Barriers 

Attached please find a report on the State Highway Administration (SHA) and the 
Maryland Environmental Service's (MES) plans for constmction of noise barriersswhich utilize 
rubber from recycled tires. This report was requested during the past legislative session by the 
SHA and MES budget committee chairs. If you have any questions, please feel free to call 
Mr. Charles Adams at 410-545-8640. 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director off Environmental Design, SHA 

My telephone number is     410-545-0400 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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regarding 
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BACKGROUND 

The Budget Committees for the Maryland Environmental Service (MES) and the 
Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) urged'the two agencies to construct 
additional noise barriers employing proven technologies, that use scrap rubber from 
recycled tires which will produce a cost effective, sate, vandal resistant and aesthetically 
pleasing design. 

HISTORY 

The Maryland State Highway Administration has been building sound barriers 
since the early 1980's. The majority of the barriers constructed have been made of precast 
concrete, with a range of surface treatments for visual1 appearance. There are limited 
instances where it is necessary to have an absorptive surface on the highway side of a 
barrier to reduce the reflection of noise. There are several sound barrier systems available 
which will achieve the needed absorptive surface and also meet Maryland's requirements. 
One of these systems utilizes scrap rubber from recycled tires. This is a proprietary system 
named DuBrook•. To date, this is the only system using scrap rubber which meets 
SHA's combined requirements for absorption, appearance, durability, vandal resistance, 
structural integrity, and flammability. SHA has completed one sound barrier utilizing the 
DuBrook• system on 1-495, the Capital Beltway in Montgomery County. 

PLANNED ACTIVITIES 

SHA has identified another location where an absorptive sound barrier is required. 
MES and SHA are planning a project to construct this sound barrier in 1998. The 
Soundwall Demonstration Project will be the first of its kind in Maryland to use scrap tire 
chips produced from tires recovered from Maryland tire stockpiles to create a sound 
barrier for use on a State highway. The manufacturer of the DuBrook• system will be 
required to use the scrap rubber recovered from Maryland stockpiles in the fabrication of 
sound barrier panels to be installed under SHA's project. This project will be a 
coordinated effort of the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE), MES and 
SHA and will be completed in two phases. 

The first phase will focus on the removal, recovery and processing of tires from 
two scrap tire stockpile sites. One site is located in Prince George's County and the other 
site is in St. Mary's County. Both sites will be used to demonstrate cost effective methods 
for removing tires from environmentally sensitive areas. Approximately 540,000 tires will 
be removed from these two sites. Tires recovered from these sites will be directed 
towards a recycler who will process the tires for use in the fabrication of the absorptive 
sound barrier panels. The second phase of the project will be the construction and 
monitoring of a sound barrier. Phase One will be undertaken by MES, utilizing fonds from 
the State Use Tire and Recycling Fund. 



TIRE RECOVERY PHASE 

Phase One of the project will consist of the recovery of scrap tires from 
two stockpiles, the Gamer site, located in the Brandywine section of Prince 
George's County and the Jordan site, located in the Oakville section of St. 
Mary's County. The Gamer site is a 113 acre family owned farm that, 
according to initial estimates, contains approximately 460,000 tires within seven 
ravines on the property. The tires have been there since the I970's. MDE began 
investigating this site in 1994. The Jordan site is an approximately 45 acre 
property that is presently unoccupied. During the time the property has been 
unoccupied, an unknown party illegally dumped scrap tires in a single ravine. 
According to the best estimates, there are approximately 80,000 tires at this 
site. The majority of the tires appear to be of the bias ply variety. MDE first 
identified this site in the early 1990's. Both sites are potential fire hazards and 
breeding grounds for mosquitoes. 

The recovered tires will be delivered to a tire recycler in Baltimore, 
Maryland for processing. The tires will be shredded and the shredded material will 
be supplied to the manufacturer who will fabricate absorptive sound wall panels to 
the SHA's specifications. 

SOUND BARRIER CONSTRUCTION AND MONITORING PHASE 

Phase Two of the project will consist of the construction of an absorptive 
sound barrier along southbound 1-95 in Baltimore County. Exhibit 1 indicates the 
location of the sound barrier project. This construction is part of an SHA sound 
barrier project to protect the Arbutus community which was bisected by I- 95. 
One portion of the project requires an absorptive surface to reduce the potential 
for noise reflections to the opposite side of the highway. The square footage of 
absorptive wall which will be built as a result of this interagency partnership is 
approximately 55,000 square feet. 

The absorptive sound barrier system selected for use on this project is the 
DuBrook• system described previously. While there are several manufacturers 
producing sound barrier systems which utilize rubber from recycled tires in their 
designs, the DuBrook• system is the only one which has been determined to be 
acceptable based upon the combined properties of appearance, durability, 
resistance to vandalism, and cost. 

MES will purchase the sound barrier panels from DuBrook• for shipment 
to the  project site to meet the installation schedule of SHA's contractor The 
estimated cost for fabrication, delivery and installation of the barrier is 
$1,000,000. The estimated cost of the fabrication of the 55,000 square feet of 
absorptive panels is $470,000.  It is anticipated that construction of the sound 
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barrier project will begin by the Spring of 1998 and will be completed by the 
Summer of 1999. Installation of the absorptive panels will be determined by 
the contractor's proposed schedule. It is anticipated that the DuBrook• panels 
would be available in the Fall of 1998. 

SHA, MDE and MES will develop a monitoring protocol so that the overall 
performance of the scrap tire sound barrier can be evaluated. The monitoring will 
include items such as constructability, acoustic performance, maintainability and 
durability. In addition, SHA will further investigate, with the input from both 
MES and MDE, the potential for future sound barriers that use scrap tires in the 
construction. 

fiOt 
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David L. Winstead 
Secretary Maryland Department of Transportation 

State Highway Administration A5mineirstr;ril,ams 

tfr 
July 24, 1997 

Ms Joan H. Wolf 
7005 Rainswood Court 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Dear Ms Wolf: 

Thank you for your recent letter and FAX regarding the noise analysis that was 
performed on May 27, in the Longwood / Bradley Manor community of Montgomery County. I 
apologize for the delay in responding to your concerns about the traffic noise impact on you and 
your community. 

Please find enclosed a copy of the information on the noise level measurements sampled 
during the analysis on May 27. I have additionally enclosed the Ambient Measurement report 
for your residence at 7005 Rainswood Drive, referred, to as Noise Sensitive Area (NSA) 6, 
Receptor 6. 

The data collected during the May 27 analysis is shown on "TABLE 1 - AMBIENT 
NOISE LEVELS" (see page 2). There is no Federally regulated time period required for 
ambient measurements. Our intent when we measure noise is to determine the period or periods 
during the day when noise levels are the highest. We make this determination by performing a 
continuous 24 hour measurement and a series of short term measurements. The 24 hour data 
shows when noise is highest and how the levels fluctuate throughout the day. Short term 
measurements are compared to the 24 hour data and adjusted according to the peak noise levels, 
sampled during the same time period, as shown in the 24 hour measurement. These numbers are 
displayed in the column labeled "Adjusted Ambient ", which is the last column of Table 1. 
The "raw" noise levels sampled during this 15 minute measurement are displayed in the column 
labeled "Ambient (dBA)", which is the fourth column from the left on Table 1. The data from 
the 24 hour measurement, sampled at 7223 Longwood Drive, is shown on Table 2. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) is presently evaluating a number of 
communities that experience traffic noise impacts similar to Longwood / Bradley Manor. Once 
these analyses are finished, a priority list will be established for those communities where noise 
barriers are determined to be warranted. We anticipate that this review will be completed by the 
end of this Summer and we will contact you when this work is concluded. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



J. 

Ms Joan H. Wolf 
Page Two 

(»« 

Again, thank for your interest and your letter. If you should have any other questions 
concerns on this matter, please contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement Team at (410) 
545-8599. 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:      James Hade, RLA, Team Leader for Noise Abatement, SHA 
Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

• 
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JUM 1,1997 

t/jA fattrtila-^ moftb) -LjllU 

Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Director, Office of Environmentfll Design 
SHA 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

SENT uinmitf HI> n rrnTHMffirmPT 

Dear Mr. Adams, 

Inaccordance with the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following information: 

day-no rush hour whatsoever, and lasted only 18 minutes. What»the tederai reguia   ry 
period requirement with regard to sound readings? 

I wish to receive the numbe» reflecting the outcome of the sound readings described above as 
well as any and all reports submitted pertaining to this study. 

TW you in advance for your prompt attention to ^P^f'^^^Z, 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at the address and numbem listed below. 

Sincerely, 

>anH.Wolf 
7005 Rainswood Court 
Bethesda, Maryland 20817 
301/365-8860 

% 

cc: BJFrosh 
G. Genn 
M. Goldwater 
N.Kopp 
D. Winstead 
CMorella 
P. Qendening 

apcc 



JUN 28  '97 11:19 TO: P01 

From: Joan H. Wolf 
7006 Ratnawood Ct. 
Bethiadi, Maryland 20817 
USA 
301/365-8860 

FAX COVER SHEET 

US 
^BB£ 

SEND TO/AN/POUR 
Company num*'FktmnnuntfSocHti 

MD State Higmway Admlnlttfrtlon. 
Atttntion/Zu HiMfn von/ A rattttteit <* 

MR. CHARLgS B. ADAMS 
Fix numbw/Fi* nr/N' da rax 

410/333-4126  

FnntfVon/D» 
Joan H. Wolf, 

Data/Datum/Dai* 

tmvr 
Phona nmb*t FaUon/N' tta ta,. 

a—   ®siri n7z^r Dx^r DKr^rtfen/ 
O**"" SST^L- ^^L. Av*m« coplapourlnfomallo,, 
Urgent Mponaauig** 

attaodua 
Cammantak* 
amndua 

Total p*BM. Mudtog covaratmt: 
Amahi dar obanrttalfn Satan bM. OaeUMt 
NombndapagatiPagadagardaMuaa)         £ 

COMUENTS/ AHUERKUNGEW COkMEMTAIHES 
Mr. Adam*:   

"i sent 'thto.Mt«:.to ,yo.u .n8ariy.on»month«flO,..P.i8 

LlSfta..  

wa''piM«iubmit^res^n8e;««^ 

 vuft* yxteiis-. O.....CC, 
jcSm...(aL,...C 

ff .AY.9^A**fsi»V" 

# 

# 



li-lpEc',18",;97 "04:12PM SHA fiDMIN^STRflT.OR Ald^SBB-^SBG 4108P.5/12;#  1/ 4 

THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE 
Hfyyp—^r^muL'uPV V^IQTER * MS  2S5 

REQUEST fOR PREPARATION ^OF^GOVERNOR'S CORRESPONDENCE 

LGG DATE:   12/18/97  /jaw    SERIAL#:     7707 

102.        WILLIAMS OATS:   12/18/97 

FROM:    [CBl£VEKD^JOro(fgLF~\   11/24/97 

RE:  FOLLOW UP REQUESTS REGARDING SUPPORT FOR SOUND     .     RESPOND BY:   12/31/97 
BARRIERS 

C   ]     PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE 
[X]     PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECREIARY'S SIGNATURE ON BEHALF OF 

GOVERNOR (Note Governor as eo) 
C  1    REPLY DIRECTLY; ACKNOWLEDGING SECRETARY'S EECEIPT,  SHQff 

CC TO SECRETARY 
C   ]     PREPARE RESPONSE FOR GOVESftOR'S SIGNATURE 
[   ]     PLEASE HANDLE AS APPROPRIATE 

FOR USE BY RESPONSIBLB UNIT 

ASSIGNED TO:   CMjlk^QLAOurT^ 
TO BE RETURNED TO ADMINISTRATOR S OFFICE BY; 
SPECIAL INSTRUOIONS;     • 

. ^.um^^ 

FORUSEBY 

RESPONSE PREPARED BY:   ^^^ 
CName/Ti 

TYPED BY:   '      ii' 
PROOFREAD BY: 

AREA 

J^x^£±m^ 

RECORD OF JNTERIM I^I^PHONE RESPONSE 

(You can buy yourself some additional time it preparing a written reply by telephoning the 
constituent, explaining what's happening, and indicating when he/she may expect a formal 
reply. Please fill this potion and mail back the green sheet to obtain an extension on your 
reply deadline.) % 

Name of Peison Called: _____ 
Wrinea follow-ap will be prepared by: •it 

Date: 

D-TSOOOl 
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November 24,1997 

KECSIVED 
DEC 12 1997    ii 

GOVEBNOKS OFFICE 

The Honorable Panis fifandpning 
Governor 
Stats House 
100 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Deax Governor Glendening, 

Thank you for your recent efforts and anppprt with regard to the installation 
of Beltway sound barriers (known as the Longwood Project and Bradley 
Heights Project, reapectively). As citizens that zedde in the 500' stxetch 
within those two projects that has been labeled Infltigible', we hereby ask for 
careful review of this small region of tmiee reduction device. 

Our quality of life has been seriously jj^paefted by the Beltway and its 
improvements. We have endued x&eamnsed sound level noise in excess of 74 
dfidbels (coupled with the recent iostaJbtion of permanent "daylight" 
lifting in our backyard). 

As parents, we are deeply concerned for our dau^iter. She seems to suffer 
from more bronchial ailments than her .classmates. In addition, the 
unpredictable andfcequont dowiuhifiinLg of eighteen-wheelers causes her to 
jump in her aleep. And, understandably, the new light fixtures have 
diminished our family's ability to fall alleep. 

•    •   •- i- .. 
Our backyard and deck are unusable—^W dau^iter was devastated that she 
couldn't have her birthday party outdoors. We long for the day that she can 
play in hex yard—she is not allowed at present due to the fact that we cannot 
hettirher call out to us in the event of ati emergency. We wish to Open our 
windows on a pleasant afternoon or cool summer evening. 



<# 

Mr. Steve Chiaverini 
Mrs. Joan Wolf-Chiaverini 
7005 Rainswood Court 
BethesdaMD  20817 

Dear Mr. Chiaverini and Mrs. Wolf-Chiaverini: 

The Governor asked me to thank you and respond on his behalf. Montgomery County. 

the QUIt oJ^ y0Ur COnCernS ab0Ut the impaCt that noise leveIs fr^ the beltway have on 

a^rmeMgr;r
oramitment to provide s°mi ^ ^ ^«ou^s" 

You expressed concern about a 500 foot area between two areas elieible for so.mrf 

.heTno r", 'sked. rer^ sprific ques,ions'to whi* • ^^ ** "4E£ &?» 
wo • JSL s'Tdrr p;ojects;the areas ^refer to«««* ^ i Z  H T P J definmon of sound barrier projects is based upon the limits of 
nd.vdud communmes.  In many cases individual communities are separated by  5 or 

G  entf TH 
Th,S 1S ^ ^ "'* Greentree *"•• The communid  tn e the s?de of 

areas    F i      ^ "We"*- therefore ^ "een identified as two individual 0^° 
areas,     also, want you to know that the final end points of a barrier for the LonSI area 
have no. been determmed.  mis will occur during the detailed design phi atd thl tor eT 

E   mL    ^     0 TT T65 WhiCh are eliSible •**»• 'he provisions of our  olse^oM v 
to"^   ^ C0Py 0f ? b•hUK that wil1 PrOTide "'ore information about the policy together with a copy of the noise policy. policy, 



Mr. Steve Chiaverini 
Mrs. Joan Wolf-Chiaverini 
Page Two 

Additionally, you asked several technical-questions;abouarte-diIlancefrom the 
highway upon which the eligibility is based and those homes in the Longwood area that have 
been determined to be eligible for a sound barrier.  I have asked Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
Director of the State Highway Administration's Office of Environmental Design to contact 
you to provide you with this information.  In the meantime, if you have any additional 
questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Adams, who may be reached at 410 545-8640 or 
toll free in Maryland, at 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 
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GOVERNORS OFFICE 

ntPi®. 

Decembers 1997 

Governor Parris N. Glendening 
State House 
100 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Subject: NOISE BARRIERS COVERING BLADLET BLVDTO FERNWOOD RD IN 
INNER LOOP EAST OF 1-270 SPUR; 16TH DISTRICT. STATE OF MARYLAND 

Dear Governor Glendening/ 

I iive on Rainswooci.Court,.and have been notified that the proposed 
noise barrier will not be constructed behind my home. In addition, 1 
understand that the barrier will in fdcti be built except for 500' behind our 
Court. f . 

I hereby request that this 500* gap be included for eligibility. Our homes 
are sandwiched between older consHietion (built prior to the Beltway) 
and should be addressed on an equel basis as the newer homes that 
have been dealt with on Armat Dr. and Newbold Dr.    ' 

It is disturbingly apparent that this 500' gap will serve as a noise funnel 
increasing already unacceptable decibel levels (recorded as high as 
78db to date)—the sound will simply deflect off of the outerloop wall and 
rebound through the opening. It could quite seriously compromise the 
noise levels on adjacent (and eligible) streets such as Longwood Dr. and 
Brooke Dr. as well. f    '•• 

The impact of congestion, acceleration, increased noise levels and the 
proposed 500' gap drastically imedes upon the quality of life on 

•Ratnswood Court, has denied us the '';*» of our yard, and is a 24-hour 
constant and intrusive interruption.     , 
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•^l 

THE SZCRETMUT'B^OfrxGK. 

TO; WILLIAMS 
. DATS:   12/ia/37 

FROtt:     CHIAVEBIHI,  STBVEH        12/09/97 

RES5 SUPPORTS Fmrom-TORimi. •»»JW «• 
CAPrat'EffROVEHENT BTOGBT POR FJf 98 

RESPOND BSf: 12/31/97 

f   I    PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SBCRmia;S".ggggg oM BEHAIlF or 
CXI    P^ARE RESPONSE FOR SECREEARY'S SIGHATCRK OW »***« 

. COVKRHOR  (»Ot».G«3«»J2>;-S?) sEeRETARY'S RECEIPT,   SHOW [   ]    REPL* BIRECTLY,  ACKSOWLEDCpG SECRBWWX a ^w**.- 

r   1     SESAREERESPSSSE FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 
[' ]     PLEASE HANDLE AS APPROPRIATE  - 

FOR USE BY RESPONSIBLE UNIT 

^^^dfi^^^mm^. jam 
SPECIAL INSTRUCnONS: 

BA]sLlQ:lQ.9f) 

RESPONSE PREPARED BY 

TYPED BY:   

KECOKD OF INTEBM^ELEEHONE RESPONSE 

reply deadline-) 

Name of Person Called:  _ Date:  • " 
Wtttttti Ibllowup van te pt^pawd oy... 

i/ 

D-TSOr001 



Mr. Steve Chiaverini 
Mrs. Joan Wolf-Chiaverini 
7005 Rainswood Court 
Bethesda MD 20817 

Dear Mr. Chiaverini and Mrs. Wolf-Chiaverini: 

for the SswC ^uZZ^^^T^ ^"^ "^ * «^ **•< 
The Governor as^t^Zt^T^ * ^^ C^ 

s^te highways   S t    ca7*TG^TIZTH: " T"" ^ '^ " 



Mr. Steve Chiaverini 
Mrs. JoarTWol^Chiaverim 
Page Two 

Additionally, you asked several technical questions about the distance from the 
highway upon which the eligibility is based and those homes in the Longwood area that have 
been determined to be eligible for a sound barrier.  I have asked Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Director of the State Highway Administration's Office of Environmental Design to contact 
you to provide you with this information.  In the meantime, if you have any additional 
questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Adams, who may be reached at 410 545-8640 or 
toll free in Maryland, at 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 



Maryland Department of Transportation S"• G,endenin9 
The Secretary's Office David L Winstead 

Secretary 

^ 

John 0. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

October 17, 1997 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Wung 
7228 Armat Drive 
Bethesda MD 20817 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Wung: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening regarding sound barriers in 
the vicinity of 1-495 and 1-270. The Governor received your letter and asked me to respond 
on his behalf. 

The community of Longwood was not previously eligible for a barrier because one 
could not have been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our former noise policy.  Since 
then the policy, including the cost criterion, has been revised.  The State Highway 
Administration (SHA) is currently evaluating a number of communities to determine whether 
they are now eligible for sound barriers.  Longwood is one of those communities.  We 
anticipate we will have this work completed late this Fall, and a representative from 
SHA will contact you and the 16th District Delegation once the results are available. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 A 



Michelle & Michael Wung 
Page Two 

bcc: 

fl* 

Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, 
State Highway Administration t 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration , 

Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department 
of Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental 
Design, State Highway Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. John Petty, Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of 
.     Transportation 
\ Ms. Nanette Schieke, Policy Analyst, Maryland Department of Transportation 
4 Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Charles Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Mr. James Hade, OED/LAD/NAT -- October 6, 1997 -- Serial #7296 

F:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\wunl006.DLW    10/06/97 11:12 AM 
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DEC   IB 097. t'*' 

TT»« AMIA* TMt^: SECKETARY DEPARTMENT 
SfiT9?^,--     - ^TRANSPORTATION. Bcthcadaf MD 20817.      • : 

The Hnnorahtft David L. Winstcad 

Maiyland DepartmoU of Transportadon   {       « ""I ?*»PWBft SMpoaao Fwc Secraiii^'i 
707 North Catart Street ««oat»a3a 
Baltimore, MD 21202 C*^* 

Dear Secretary Winstead, 

Ite Noise Bairiff Covering Bradii^Boul^^ the Inner 
loop east of the 1270 Spur; Ifth Wstrict, State of Maryland 

We are overjoyed to hear that the State hif. decided our eonmnmiiies are eagfljlefor the 
noise barrier. As parents of two infants aadehfldrea of our 70-year-old mother, we 
are so relieved to hear of the ^od news.   , . 

We are certahi that yoo win understand how urgently we need the barriers as the noise 
and air poUrrffrn have beai driving ns to dSstracthou We hodiy earnestly reqm^t you 
to make sure that the funding for the subject noise, barriers be included in your 
Pepartawnt's 1998 Budget.. Upon the apprwslirftiw budget, we raspectftilly request 
the ftuds to be released to Mr. Charies Adaos, directs, SHA'a o^Jce of 
Envlroamental Besiga at the eallest possible time in order to allow the project to get 
going as soon as possible. 

Fleaae accept our deepest appreciation in all the efforts you put hi for us in this matter. 

We thank you for year attention. 

Sincerdy, 

Michelle & Michael Wmg C/ 
Residents of 7228 Annat Drive 

December 10,1997 
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UD: 43349 
ReceWeDate: 9/30/1997 

Assign Date; 9/24/1997 
Deadline Date;   10/14/1997 

Name:    Michael Wung 
7228 Armat Drive 
Bethesda.MD 20817 

OCT    1 

Sim-TARY DEPARtTMOa 

Subject:     SOUND BARRIER REQUE 
Description: Requests proposed noise barriers for the vldrity of 1-495 and I- 

270. 

% 

Agency:     MOOT Unit:   DSI 

t 
RE-DIRECT   WPORMATION 

if •w* reeMiMa ta this corresDondenoe should be handled by another agency, please complete 

Re-Dlrectedto 

Date:. 
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ZZr*•"***** EECEIVBa> 
State House 1 
100 State Circle 0CT   i ffiff 
Annapolis, Marytand 21401 w01 

SECRETARY DEPARTMEJtt 
Miclidte&MiduielWung OF TRANSPORTAT.OM 

7228 Armat Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20817 

• - ti 

Dear Governor Glendening, 

Re: Noise Barriers in the vidnWy of 1495 aad 1-270 

ThP noke and air ttoUntian our family is suffering ftwn caused by tSie ti^c flow^ 

a £!££ZZx^atB^ »« «ir fa-ml, t. lead . nor^lMfe. 

w, OWD . bMUtBtl and enpeiulve borne «tth dellgwflil ^^1
!,Millrr^l^e 

i^S^nrtirMai oaHewnd daudtfer was bom in July this year, emy^ gCKrfJ^to^^wiKBM^w-^^ our Ifrw are totally dimipteil. W* 

cannot aw our Untoaped yuffiL"*^^!,^!--. k m to eome, my eUUiren and 

Hie two of us cannot sleep M•^"•~   it fg dmohr intolerabie. Hienoiseis 

house we now could not aMoMajjo"^•»"* "Vf v droppinB if this noise problem 
! We Tl'SS ^e^^ST^ « SSwCf P^^ to* for thia 
does not get solved. ^•e®l^•i  Reasoi^ble and understanding as you are, 
we are sure you wm agree it tendiCTWuswp^ 
quality of life and property Talue we are and will be espenenune . 

.  ' • • . ' -     .    1' 

(To be continue) : 
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Mi 

i, 

hXaftmtlie noise and am b nowhae «or us to p> iMeame this b our only baa*. 

We rtU be ««• a• b«ppy to te« yo. eo». to *>AMt to «* and hear ftt youMlf 
iriiat we bare been goiagtllnw^- KistortiiM. ', 

We thank TOD far yoor time and consldmHlm- We appredWe any •88«B»|l ^ » . 
^TJirdo^S.aalwaWm. And we an tetwergnteftil If yoncanhdpueout what we can jio 
by any means. 

Sincerely, 

Michelle & Michael Wuag 
Homeowners of 7228 Armat Drive 

September 24,1997 

C.C. Brian E. Frosh 
Gilbert J. Gens 
Marilyn Goldwater 
Nancy K. Kopp 

il 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

October 28, 1997 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

6$ 
Mr. M. Barry Yatovitz, Property Manager 
Metro Property Management, Inc. 
3401 Greenway, Unit #51 
Baltimore MD 21218 

Dear Mr. Yatovitz: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of the Woodholme Green Homeowners 
Association regarding noise issues along 1-695 and the 1-795 interchange.  I appreciate the 
opportunity to update you on the subject of noise abatement and the Woodholme Green 
community. 

One of the basic requirements that guides the decisions on where sound barriers are 
built is when development occurs in relationship to the highway.  We can only consider 
barriers for communities where the homes were constructed prior to the highway.  You 
indicated in your letter that most of the homes were purchased in the 1992-93 time frame. 
Based upon this, the Woodholme Green community does not meet this basic criteria and is 
ineligible for consideration of a sound barrier. 

I regret that we cannot provide you with a more positive response to your inquiry.  A 
copy of SHA's Sound Barrier Community Resource Guide, our noise policy and the Highway 
Traffic Noise brochure from the Federal Highway Administration are enclosed for your 
information. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you should have any other questions on this, 
please do not hesitate to contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement Team, who may be 
reached at (410) 545-8599. 

Since 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosures 
Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 

My telephone number is :   
cc: 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MO 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



V 

Mr. M. Barry Yatovitz, Property Manager 
Metro Property Management, Inc. 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey,. Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

\ Mr. Dave Malkowski, District 4 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
^Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Landscape Architecture Division, State 

Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- October 28, 1997 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\YATO0820.CBA     10/28/97 10:11 AM 
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METRO PROPERTY MANAGEMENT, INC. 

3401 Greenway, Unit #51 
Baltimore, MD 21218 

(410) 889-5111 
August 20, 1997 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

i 

Attn: Mr. Charles Adams, Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Dear Mr. Adams, 

We are writing to you on behalf of the 132 owners of the Woodholme Green 
Homeowners Association. We own a community of townhomes in close proximity to the 
Beltway, Interstate 695, west of Rt. 140, Reisterstown Road, Beltway exit 20. The noise 
factor from the increased volume of traffic on the Beltway has become a much greater 
problem than when most of the homes were purchased in 1992 and 1993. The additional 
traffic that now uses the Interstate 795 interchange has also increased the noise level. 

Please consider adding our community to the lists of relieved communities that have 
gotten or are getting Sound Barrier Walls.. We ask that a Sound Barrier Wall be installed 
protecting our community. Please include our area's wall installation in the next set of 
specifications that are presented for consideration in conjunction with Beltway 
construction. 

We will continue to ask for relief from the constant din of traffic noise. We ask that you 
hear our request. Thank you for your assistance in this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Metro Property Management, Inc/^ 
M. Barry Yatovitz, Property Manager 
On behalf of the Woodholme Green Homeowners Association 

cc: Board of Directors 
Honorable Kevin Kamenetz, Baltimore County Council 
MD House of Representatives: Michael j. Finifter, Robert L. Frank, Dan K. Morhaim 
Senator Paula Colodny, Maryland General Assembly 
Senator Paul Sarbanes, Senator Barbara Mikulski, US Senate 
Honorable Benjamin L. Cardin, US Congress- 



JfarylandDepartmentofTmnsportaiion 
lialerHizjh wayATfm inistra tion -•—*^ 

December 24, 1997 

Parris N. Glendening, 
Governor 

•Davfa'LTwinstead 
Secretary 

^RarkerT. Williams 
Administrator 

Ms. JoAnne Zawitoski, Esq. 
Semmes, Bowen & Semmes, P.C. 
250 West Pratt Street 
Baltimore MD 21201 

Dear Ms. Zawitoski: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise measurements conducted along 1-195 
at Relay/St. Denis in Baltimore County.  A report on the supplemental noise sampling has 
been completed and a copy is enclosed for your information. 

You also made mention of a concern involving highway lighting in the vicinity of 
your parents' home.  There have been no new high mast lighting structures installed in this 
area, however this past September it was noticed that one of the bulbs had burned out in the 
high-mast lightpole nearest to Francis Avenue.  This was reported to the State Highway 
Administration (SHA) and our lighting maintenance contractor for Baltimore County subse- 
quently replaced all of the bulbs on this pole.  As a bulb in a high-mast light begins to reach 
the end of its hfespan, the intensity of the lighting diminishes.  The common maintenance 
practice is that it is more efficient and cost-effective to replace all of the bulbs at one time. 
There would be an increase in the light provided by three, older light bulbs, as opposed to 7 

the light provided by four, new bulbs.  The resulting increase in light intensity would 
account for the perception of the installation of new lightins 

Again, thank you for your interest.  If you should have any other questions on this 
matter, please do not hesitate to call me or contact Mr.' James Hade of our Noise Abatement 
Team, who may be reached at (410) 545-8599 or, toll free, at 1-800-446-5962. 

.hades B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 

:c: Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
Mr. David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 

My telephone number is __^^_ 
Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 

1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address:  707 North Calvert Street  • Raitimnro   M^r".,i-.~^ o-ono 
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bcc: Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
/ Transportation 
^Mr. Dave J. Malkowski, District 4 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Landscape Architecture Division, State 

Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - December 18, 1997 

Serial #9844 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\ZAWI1208.CBA      12/18/97 3:24 PM 
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JoAnne Zawitoski, Esq. 
Semmes, Bowen & Semmes, P.C. 
250 West Pratt Street 
Baltimore MD 21201 

Dear Ms. Zawitoski: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise measurements conducted along 1-195 at 
Relay/St. Denis in Baltimore County. A report on the supplemental noise sampling has recently 
been completed. I am more than happy to share that report with you, a copy of which is enclosed 
with this letter. 

You also made mention of a concern involving highway lighting in the vicinity of your 
parents home. Our District maintenance crews have informed me that there have been no new 
high mast lighting structures installed in this area in (?) years. In September of this year, it was 
noticed that one of the bulbs had burned out in the high-mast lightpole nearest to Francis 
Avenue. This was reported to the State Highway Administration's (SHA) District 4 lighting 
maintenance contractor and subsequently attended to. 

As a bulb in one of our high-mast light poles begins to reach the end of their lifespan, the 
intensity of the lighting diminishes. The common maintenance practice is that it is more efficient 
and cost-effective to replace all of the bulbs at one timei(There would be a marked contrast in 
the light provided by three, older light bulbs, as opposed to the light provided by four, new bulbs; 
The marked increase in lighting intensity resulting from these standard maintenance procedures 
would account for the perception of the installation of new lighting. 

Again, thank you for your interest. If you should have any other questions on this 
matter, please do not hesitate to call me or contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement 
Team/who may be reached at (410) 545-8599 or, toll free, at 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

Vd\\) 1 

l«/*-v >u 
Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

tf 



TRAFFIC NOISE MEASUREMENT STUDY Ll* 
_JP!PJMPACT-ASSESSMENT 

1-195 
RELAY AREA 

December, 1997 

INTRODUCTION 

This report summarizes the results of a updated traffic noise 
monitoring study and impact evaluation conducted for a section of the 
Relay community in southwestern Baltimore County. The subject area is 
situated adjacent to 1-195 in the vicinity of the overpass at Francis Avenue, 
which is located between the interchanges at I-95 and US Route 1 
(Washington Boulevard). The goal of this study is to document existing 
noise levels and the degree and extent of impact resulting from highway 
traffic on 1-195. 

Specifically, the evaluation describes the current level of noise 
impact from traffic on 1-195 at the adjacent residences. This was 
accomplished through a combination of noise level measurement studies 
covering several 24-hour periods and short-term assessments of specific 
locations throughout the study area. Coordination meetings and 
discussions were held with Mr. and Mrs. Edward zawitoski, residents at 816 
Francis Avenue, focusing on the study approach and targeting specific 
problem areas and conditions identified by area residents. A 
memorandum is included as Appendix A, which documents the specific 
issues and questions raised by the community, and the approved 
measurement plan and schedule. 

STUDY APPROACH 

Noise levels were measured on both a long-term and short-term 
basis, as per the approved measurement plan described in Appendix A. 
Specifically, four noise level assessments were conducted as follows: 

1) " Drop-off" measurements in the backyards of 818 and 816 Francis 
Avenue to determine the proper location for the 24-hour noise monitor. 
The subject properties are located adjacent to 1-195 which is on an 
embankment approximately 15-20 feet above the yard elevations. 

2) 24-hour measurements at one or more locations based on results of the 
drop-off tests. From these results, the "worst-case" or loudest noise hours 
were determined. 
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APPENDIX C 

Noise Measurement Report from Wilson T. Ballard Co. 
1-195 - Relay / St. Denis 

August 14,1997 



WILSON   T.  BALLAWO  -  1988 

RONALD   W.   RYE.  PRESIDENT 

ROBERT  N.  BONO. SENIOR VICE PRESIOENT 

KENNETH   L.  EVANS.  VICE PRESIOENT 

MICHAEL   K.  KELLY.   VICE PRESIOENT 

kPAUL   O.   UPTON.   VICE PRESIOENT 

GLENN   R.  OETTER.   ASSOCIATE 
MARK   O.   LOTZ.  ASSOCIATE 
E.  RICHARD   FEUSTLE.   ASSOCIATE 
MARY   ANN   BROWER.  SECYTREAS 

THE  WILSON  T. BALLARD  COMR^NTtL. 
CONSULTING  ENGINEERS 

17  GWYNNS  MILL' COURT 

OWINGS  MILLS. MARYLAND  31117 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
Office of Environmental Design 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Marylandf 

Attn: Ken Polcak 

TELEPHONE (A10)  383-0150 

FAX l^llOl  363-7811 

August 14, 1997 

Re: Ambient Noise Measurements 
St. Dems\Relay Conununitv 
File: 500-027.14 

Gentlemen: 

Per your request, we have reanalyzed the St Denis\Relay Gommunities. Our focus was NSA A and NSA B. 
24-hour measurements were taken at Receptors 1,2, and 3. Short-term measurements were then taken throughtout the 
NSA's. The noise levels were as follows: 

msA, Receptor mmmmm 
SaAhibienti^l 

Adjusted. 
'Ambient 

A 1 End of West End Court 58,62 64* 

1A Half way up West End Court 62 64 

IB • End of Piedmont Court 62 64 

2 5728 Richardson Mews Square 61,61 65* 

2A Between 5741 and 5743 Richardson Mews Square 60 64 

2B 5759 Richardson Mews Square 60 64 

B 3 ,    818 Francis Avenue 57,61 63* 

3A 817 Francis Avenue 63 65 

3B 914 Francis Avenue 60 62 

# Two readings were taken at the previous receptor sites 
* 24 hour peak measurement 

The readings taken were consistent with the previous,study's conclusions. For NSA A and NSA B, the noise 
levels do not approach or exceed 66 dB A. If there are any questions, please call. 

cc: Ijs 
file 

RECEIVED 
AUQ 15 

Verv Tmlv Yours. 
THE WILSON T. BALL/ 

UWDSCAPE 
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SEMMES, BOWEN & SEMMES 
A PROPBSSlONAt'CORPORATlON 

ATTORNEYSAT LAW 

MASKINOTOK.D-C 

• HAGERSTO^N. MARYLAND 
-   SALISBURY, MAKVLAND 

WBLMINOTON. DELAWARE 

JOABOC ZAWttoU, Trindpal 
Dirtct Dial (410)576-4899 

2S0 WEST PRATT STREBT 
B/U-TIMORE. MARYLAND 21201 

TELEPHONE 4.104S9-5M0 

FACSIMILS A\0.S39'SZ23 

December 8, 1997 

REGEiVED 

SECRETARY DB^RfagjiT 

SCALDARA & RjILKR, LLP 
OF COUNSEL 

410.576-1S58 

Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Director, Office of Environmental Design 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. BOX 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

RE:     M9Satftdav/St. Denis 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

- In mid-September, 1997 (about Sept. 17-19 and 21-22,1997), at the request 
of my parents/Mr. and Mrs. Edward Zawitoski of 816 Francis Avenue, ttie State 
conducted supplemental noise sampling along 1-195 at Relay/St. Denis >" Baltimore 
County. I understand that a written report of that supplemental "^^"J• 
been prepared, and I am writing, on behalf of my parents and other »nterestod 
neighbors on Francis Avenue, to request a sgrnBlsSe copy of that wntten report. I am 
hopeful that this letter will obviate the need for filing a more formal Freedom of 
Information Act request with the Department of Transportation. 

I am also writing to advise you, in the event you are unaware, that during the 
last six weeks the State has installed ultra-tall, ultra-high intensity'lights witihm 300 
ee\ S mrpa/ente'hometo illuminate H95 near its juncture with Francs Avenue. 
£t£im^rtoW parents' bedroom windows at night, disturbmg their rej 
ev^wrth blinds closed and curtains drawn. What is going on here, Mr Adams? 
Within the past two years, the State has increased the speed limit on M95 froirr55 
to 65 mph, has tat least so far) declined t4 erect noise barriers to mitigate tfiei loud 
?oom^noise from trucks pounding across the Francis Avenue overpass and has 
installed ultra-high beam lights just 300 feet from my parents' resuience. makino 
sound sleep impossible.;' 
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SEMMES, BOWEN & SEMMES 
C3I 

Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Decembers, 1997 . 
Page 2 

Ouite iranidy. Mr. Adam. - *^&EZ£2£££*SI XZ 

rjasa^ff^5S3,d^ereated in mv 
parents' home by the State's recent acdons. Are there any. 

, .ook forward to hearing from you, and I thank you for your antieipated 

cooperation. 

Very truly yours. 

JoAnne Zawitoski 

/scd 

cc:     Mr. and Mrs. Edward Zawitoski 
Mr. and Mrs. Uoyd Smith 
Mrs. Doris Turner 
Hon. David L Winsteed • 
Hon. James E. Malone, Jr. 

P 



•  ' ^ _       \        .'  . ' <Parrte N. Glendening 
Maryland Department of Transportatm OJ Gov8rnor 

The Secretary's Office j # ^^ DavW L Winstead 
»-' Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
• Deput/ Secretary 

September 15, 1997 

Jean M. Zawitoski, Esq. 
Semmes, Bowen & Semmes, P.C. 
250 West Pratt Street J 
Baltimore MD 21201 

Dear Ms. Zawitoski: 

thank you for your recent letter about noise measurements along 1-195 at Relay/St. 
Denis in Baltimore County. It is my understanding that Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
Environmental Design Director for the State Highway Administration (SHA), has spoken 
with you about your concerns. 

Unfortunately, there was a misunderstanding between SHA representatives and the 
firm hired by SHA to perform the additional measurements.  The measurements were not to 
have been taken until SHA had contacted and met with your mother to determine where and 
when the measurements would be taken. It is my understanding that your mother has been 
contacted by and met with Mr, Ken Polcak of SHA about the location and timing of those 
measurements. I trust these arrangements will be satisfactory. 

Again, thank you for your letter. Mr. Adams will update you on the noise analysis 
sometime this Fall. If you need additional information regarding this matter in the 
meantime, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Adams at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Qw^^^ 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY Forihs Deat (410) 8P5-1342 

Post Office Box 87S5, BaffimoreWashingwn intamatJonal Airport, Maryland 212400755 £ 



JoAnne Zawitoski, Esq. 
Page Two 

I 1> 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

t^ 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

September 4, 1997 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Zawitoski 
816 Francis Avenue 
Relay, MD 21227 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Zawitoski: 

I am writing to you as a follow-up to our recent meeting held at your home regarding the ongoing 
highway noise studies for your neighborhood. I have enclosed a summary of our discussions and my 
understanding of the issues and your concerns. Also, I've outlined our proposed measurement strategy 
along with a plan showing the proposed testing sites as we discussed. 

Please review the information and let me know if you have any clarifications or additions. As I 
indicated on the phone, our District maintenance office has been alerted to the several site conditions that 
you pointed out during our discussion, and have asked them to keep me informed of their progress. I will, 
in turn, pass along any information to you. " 

It was a pleasure to meet with you, and I look forward to our continuing cooperation in 
completing our studies. Please feel free to contact me, if you have any questions in the meantime. 

Sincerely, 

KennethD. Polcak 

Environmental Specialist 
Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 

Enclosure 

cc: >.     Mr. Charles B. Adams 
NfMr. James D. Hade 

Mr. Dave Ramsey , District 4, Acting Assistant District Engineer, Maintenance 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



MEMORANDUM OF MEETING September 4,1997 
$> 

Meeting Date:     August 27, 1997 

Location: 816 Francis Ave. 
Home of Jean and Edward Zawitoski 

Participants:        Ken Polcak -      Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 
Maryland State Highway Administration 
Office Of Environmental Design 
707 North Calvert St. C-305 
Balto., MD  21202 

Mr. Edward and Mrs. Jean Zawitoski - 
816 Francis Ave. 
Relay, MD  21227 

A meeting was held to discuss several issues related to highway traffic noise in the Relay 
community adjacent to 1-195, and to discuss plans for additional noise testing in the area. A copy of notes 
and points of discussion was provided by Mrs. Zawitoski and are attached as Exhibit 1. Several questions 
were raised regarding data in the report on previous noise measurements dated June, 1997. These will be 
researched and further answered as part of the subsequent measurement and analysis work. A clarification 
of language contained in a July 16, 1997 letter from Mr. Charles B. Adams was given. 

Specific discussions were also held regarding how sound is measured, the parameters and factors 
which affect the level (speed of traffic, weather conditions such as wind, etc.), and physical/health effects 
of noise in general and particulars of effects reported by Mrs. Zawitoski. The Zawitoskis's also related 
info, regarding pending completion of a 125-bay trucking terminal on US 1 at the interchange with 1-195, 
and a new townhouse development about to be built along 1-195 at Clarke Blvd. and Cedar Ave; the 
Zawitoski's feel that consideration should be given to the effects of these area development projects on 
traffic and related noise from the highway as part of the noise reevaluation for the area. 

A home video was shown of traffic noise and in particular, trucks on 1-195 and individual noise 
events related to bumps in the road at the overpass at Francis Ave. The video was shot on August 12, and 
13, 1997. A site inspection indicated that the EB approach to the bridge (asphalt pavement) has a bump 
along its leading edge of sufficient height to cause vehicles (particularly large trucks, empty or lightly 
loaded) to bounce, creating a rather loud, abrupt noise, that is especially annoying to the adjacent residents. 
Contact with SHA District 4 maintenance will be made to determine what can be done to address this 
condition. 

Also related to the area of the 1-195 bridge overpass at Francis Ave., was a discussion of drainage 
(or lack thereof) under the bridge. It appears there may be spring seeps or other sources of water (in 
addition to the drainage from the highway and adjacent land area) that may be contributing to the situation. 
The area is reported as being very muddy most of the time, creating slippery conditions for walkers, etc. 
Inquiry was made as to how these conditions could be improved. Contact with SHA District 4 
maintenance will also be made on this matter. 

Discussion of the speed limits as posted through the subject area, questioned why this section of 
highway (directly adjacent to Francis Ave. has been posted at 60 mph, as compared to the WB section of 
the highway west of 1-95 that is posted at 50 mph. Mr. and Mrs. Zawitoski expressed that, as a noise 
abatement measure, the speed limit should be reduced and enforced. 



MEETING MEMORANDUM 2 
Meeting Date : August 27, 1997 

September 4,1997 

A draft measurement plan was then discussed and specific details were agreed to. Monitoring will 
be conducted after the Labor Day holiday. 24-hour monitoring and short-term testing will be conducted. 
The following presents the proposed steps and sequence of events for noise measurements in the Francis 
Ave. area (a generalized schematic of the measurement points is also attached as Exhibit 2): 

• "drop-off measurements"- conduct one or more series of measurements simultaneously at a minimum 
of three positions perpendicular to the highway in the backyard areas of 818 and 816 Francis Ave. 
This is proposed to determine the barrier effect of the highway embankment adjacent to 818 Francis 
Ave. and to determine the "loudest" position for use as the 24-hour measurement location. 

• conduct a minimum of one 24-hour noise measurement at the appropriate position as determined in the 
drop-off measurements. 

• conduct simultaneous noise readings at ground level (i.e. 5 feet above ground elevation), and at the 
second floor bedroom window elevation at the Zawitoski home (816 Francis Ave.) to determine the 
difference in noise level between ground level and the second-story window level. 

• additional measurements will be made at 817 Francis Ave. and at homes on the north side of I-195 (as 
shown on Exhibit 2) during a time period of the day when noise levels are determined to be at their 
highest (based on the 24-hour measurement) and with the concurrence of Mr. and Mrs. Zawitoski. 
This will be done to determine the extent of noise impact for the rest of the nearby homes along 
Francis Ave. 

• a complete report will be provided to the community outlining the procedures, rationale, and results of 
the studies and analysis work described in this memo. 

Finally, a tentative schedule for commencement of testing is set for the week of September 15, 
1997, weather pending. Coordination and dialogue will be maintained between SHA and the Zawitoski's 
throughout the duration of this project. 

prepared by:        Ken Polcak 
Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 
Office of Environmental Design 
(410) 545-8601 



Points to be discussed: 

1. Exactly when was a receptor placed on property at 816 Francis Ave. to arrive at the 
ambient noise level reported in the June survey? 
2. Compare the levels and distances as reported in the study especially Main St. (11) with 
Francis Avenue (4) 
Also compare the distance and disparity in noise between receptors 3 and 5 with regard to 
distance. Also see page 3 where receptors 5 thru 9 are described as in Section B not C 
where they are located. 
3. Read Adams' letter and please decipher same since syntax is not understandable. 
4. Where is Table 3 as referred to in the report? Not included. 
5. Testing methods regarding high frequency sounds to be questioned since it is high 
frequency sound that damages hearing. 
6. Take into consideration new 125 bay trucking terminal about to open on Rt. 1 at 
eastern end of 1-195 interchange with Rt. 1 
7. Take into consideration 124 new townhouses just approved for construction off of 
Cedar Ave. and Clarke Blvd. increasing the traffic on 1-195 also. 
8. Why is there a 50 mile per hour speed limit on 1-195 as it passes the townhouses of 
Riverchase but is accelerated to 60 miles per hour on either east or west approach to 
bridge Over Francis Ave. Where it is 60 they go 70 or higher. 
Where is the enforcement of speed limits on this highway-hardly ever see State Police up 
there. 
9. Physical effects of noise on Jean Zawitoski at 816 Francis Ave.: 
a. Extreme mental stress that has led to severe hypertension, (over 200/90) Take 6 pills 
for hypertension per day plus 3 tranquilizers per day. When away from noise in Florida 
January to May, blood pressure is under control without tranquilizers (147/70) 
10. Mrs. Turner, at 817 Francis Ave. states her nerves are shot—she is also hypertensive 
and under treatment. Mr. Smith at 818 Francis is still working and is awakened at all 
hours of the early morning by noise. In addition vibrations from the trucks have caused 
cracks in windows and houses along the highway. Mr. Smith's chimney is coming away 
from his house and Mrs. Turner has noticed more and more cracks appearing in her plaster 
walls and ceilings. We have just finished re-drywalling a first floor bedroom that had 
cracked in a number of places. 

What needs to be done: " 

1. As a temporary measure the first thing is to reduce the speed limit to 50 miles per hour 
until road crosses over Rt. 1 and inform State Police to enforce same. 
2. Sound barriers to be constructed along 1-195 through residential areas. 
3. Work to get legislation that would test trucks for noise emissions. 
4. If sound levels cannot be reduced to alleviate the physical and mental problems created 
by the road then we want the state to give us the same consideration they gave to the 
condo owners at 8611 and 8613 Falls Run Rd. when they took their properties and 
compensated them in an amount equal to their value as if the road were not coming 

through. We believe equal treatment under the law is a constitutional right we have as 
citizens of this country. 

^ 

EXHIBIT 1 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

August 8, 1997 

V Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

Mrs. Jean M. Zawitoski 
816 Francis Avenue 
Baltimore MI> 21227 

% 

% 

Dear Mrs. Zawitoski: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor diendening regarding noise issues along 
1-195, in the vicinity of Francis Avenue in Baltimore County. The Governor asked me to 
respond on his behalf. 

As you indicated in your letter, your experiences with noise from 1-195 are well 
documented, including your participation in our recent noise barrier policy review.  It is 
situations like yours that directly led to the issuance of a new sound barrier policy to guide 
our noise abatement program.  As a result of the policy revisions, the State Highway 
Administration (SHA) is reviewing a number of past decisions on sound barriers to determine 
if communities that did not previously meet the requirements for a barrier may now qualify. 
Your community is one of those being reviewed. 

One of the basic requirements is that noise levels must be at or above an impact 
threshold of 66 decibels.  Initial noise level measurements taken by the SHA earlier this year 
showed that this threshold was not reached in your area.  Based on your input, SHA 
determined additional noise level measurements are needed because their information may not 
represent the situation along 1-195 at Francis Avenue.  Steps are currently being taken to 
remonitor the noise levels in your area within the next.month. This additional data will 
determine the level of noise impact and ensure that the noise measurement survey accurately 
reflects the existing noise conditions. An SHA representative will contact you about the 
scheduling of these additional measurements.  If it is determined that noise levels do exceed 
the impact threshold, an analysis will be completed to determine if an effective noise barrier 
could be built that meets the cost criteria. The SHA will keep you involved and informed as 
this work progresses. 

Your letter raised several additional points.  While it is true we are proceeding with a 
sound barrier project along 1-95 in the Arbutus area, this will not include a State-funded 
barrier to protect those homes which were built after 1-95 was completed.  Residents of the 
River Chase community are considering the option of funding an extension themselves, of 
one of the sound barriers, to provide protection to these homes.   If this happens, it will not 
be funded by the State.  Also, SHA staff will look at the condition of 1-195 to see if there is 
anything that can be done to reduce or eliminate the noise impact problem at the bridge over 
Francis Avenue. 

My telephone number Is 410-865-1000 
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



.*^f^>^ 

Mrs. Jean M. Zawitoski 
Page Two # 

You also raised the question about reducing the speed limit on 1-195. This highway is 
presently posted at 55 mph, which is consistent with its designation as an interstate highway. 
A reduction in the posted limit would not necessarily reduce actual travel speed. 
Enforcement to try to attain the desired result would continue to be an issue. 

Finally, you asked about the purchase of your home if a sound barrier could not be 
provided.  We have not done this in the past as an alternative to the construction of a barrier, 
although our revised policy does identify this as a possible option in extreme situations. 
Before we address that possibility, we need to complete our analyses to see if the 
requirements for a barrier are met. I certainly recognize your concern and frustration and 
you will be contacted by someone from SHA by the end of August. 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write. If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles 
Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration, who can be 
reached at (410) 545-8640. ,^ 

Sincerely, 

SkjLl.lAfcEiL 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

••# 
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OQ-TTO 
816 Fnmds Avenue 
Baltimore, Maryland 21227 

^ •'• RECEIvE.u 
The Honorable Panis dcndening TJlijtf^l^lll&fl 
GovCTior of Maryland •^l^UMI Wg . 
Governor's Mansion • JUL   • 0 *"^ 
Annapolis, Maiylami 21401 JK> ^dOBI 

Dear Governor Gloidesung: SBOSEEH8ir HffiMR^lif^   -:. 

I am wnting to you as a last resort to obtaining some kind of relief from the noise 
of the state highway known as 1-195. All previous efforts to obtain relief from 
administrative officials of the Maryland State Department of Transportation, as well as 
elected state and county officials, dating back many years have failed I cannot believe 
that no remedy exists for an ordmary citizen whose rights to the enjoyment of his property 
have been so egregiously violated by the state. 

My husband and I built our home, doing a lot of the work ourselves, in 1954. 
Over the past 43 years, we have raised 7 duldren in this home, all but one ie a graduate of 
a 4 year college. During those years I was an active participant in community affiurs and 
spent many long hours in zoning tneffings and doing research to preserve the integrity of 
my community. When the state decided to construct 1-195, myjughtmares began and are 
well documented in my testimony submitted to the Maryland State Deparanent of 
Transportation at their public hearing held on Sept. 11,1995. My husband and I are now 
in our 70'$, retired, and unable to enjoy our property because of the noise from the 
highway. Now, I^dont mean just the ordinaiy humming of traffic. Governor Glendening, 
but the loud clanging and banging of the truokfi as they hit the joints between the read and 
the overpass over Francis Avenue. This route, which connects 1-95 with the airport has 
become a virtual truck route, with the area around the ahport a major distribution center.  . 
Now, I have learned that, to add insult to mjury, sound barriers wfll be constructed along 
1-95 from I-195 to Southwestern Blvd., but we will not be the beneficiaries of any similar 
noise inhigation. In fact, as a further slap in the face, these banners wifl protect many of 
the new homes whose construction was made possible by zoning changes facilitated by the 
road construction-zoning that was fought by the community for several years. 

If sound barriers are not feasible due to cost or other considerations at this time, 
could you please find a way to reduce the speed limit on this road between 1-95 and Rt 1 
and see that it is enforced? I have found that the loudest noise emanates from the trucks 
exceeding the present speed limit, wbile those that go slowly past do not cause as much 
noise. It would ceew to, me that this iq a fiuriy ineKpaiBrve way to mitigate the problem, 
providing the police do their job (which they don't seem to be doing right now). , 

Before the road was opened to the airport, my nest door neighbor parked himself 
outside the doors of the Stale Highway Adnuiostration until they agreed to take his 
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property, although he was not in the way of ihe road at all. I wish we had done the same, ^^B 
Now, none ofthe paper woik that was associated with that taking can be found. It has ^^ 
mysteriously disappeared. This was confinned by my daughter, JoAime Zawitoski, a 
partner in law with. Semmes, Bowea, and. Semmee, who has been actiag on our behalf to 
obtain some relief Since our home is less than 15 feet from that one and we are one of 
the few remaining residents whose homes were built before the road came through, 
perhaps the State of Maiyland should "take" our properly with just compensation if they 
cannot provide relief from the nuisance that they created. 

Elected officials always do a lot of talking about preserving older neighborhoods 
and preventing suburban sprawl, but what do they actually DO to solve the problems 
government agencies created in the first place? I invite you to sit in my backyard or on my 
back porch any day ia the week when the noise is the greatest and then look me in the eye 
and tell me that we dont have a. legjthnate complaint I wont hold my breath waiting for a 
R.S.VJ?. 

Vegr truly, 

fea&XlZ^Mtosid 

# 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
^tateJdlgtiw&y^Admmistration 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

July 16, 1997 

Ms. Jo Anne Zawitowski 
Principal 
Semmes, Bowen & Semmes 
250 West Pratt Street 
Baltimore MD 21201 

Dear Ms. Zawitowski: 

This letter is in reply to your June 24 letter to Mr. Edward Harris F.nnir, 

STST rcronhrno6 SamP,i"g ^ ,ake" a,0"S  ""S bZ" r.95 
AdllLfon r/* %w'lsz^z" prepredHfo

f
r ,he sia,e Hi8hway 

y ne wnson i. Ballard Company is enclosed for your information. 

»M v Bf ^ ^ the reSUltS 0f n0ise measurement survey, SHA has determined that 
additional sampling is needed to verify the levels of evkti• .<? nas °etermine? that 

can see from Tahi-T?  »K- J    . existing noise in this area. As you 

exceed residents of thi      T"      ^ ^^ in the Francis Avenue area did not 
o makeTureS da a t, T * T* ^^ ^ ^ ^ additional measurements 

wilTbe mad   within thf" "^ ^ eXiStin8 n0iSe cond^ions.  Arrangements win be made within the next month to obtain this information. 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 

m- 
cc:       Edward Harris, Esquire 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Se^ice for impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 auu/;35-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address:  PO   Boy 717     o-u- 
Stroet AddrP^-   7n7 ^J^'^JJl." Ba|t'more, MD 21203-0717 



Maryland Department of Transportation fA 
The Secretary's Office W* 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor—• 

David L Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

June 19, 1997 

Mr, George Zentz ' 
Mrs. Margaret Zentz 
4509 Old Court Rd. 
Pikesville MD 21208 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Zentz: ,. 

Thank you for your kind letter of appreciation regarding your happiness with the 
alleviation of your highway noise problem.  The Department of Transportation is always 
pleased to hear from the citizens we serve.   Your letter is being passed on to Mr. Charles 
Adams. 

The State of Maryland is indeed .fortunate to have Mr. Adams on the team.  His area 
of jurisdiction at the State Highway Administration (SHA) is one which affects all citizens 
and visitors, and he is always happy to accommodate them to the extent possible. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you have any additional concerns or questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Adams, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

)l/v^/f * <r 
David Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles Adams, Director, Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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Mr. and Mrs. Zentz 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. James Hade, Environmental Design, SHA 

Prepared by Kevin Palardy, Office of the Administrator, SHA, 410-545-0409 SER 6482 

RECEIVE] 
M® 20 {ggfl 

LANDSCAPE 
ARCWTECTURE DIVISION 

^ 


